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CINDY MCGINTY TIMELINE  
Prepared by Bryan Craig; revised by Janet E. Heininger, Ph.D., 04/21/10 
Miller Center, University of Virginia, 10/01/2009 
 
2001 
 
September On the 11th, two airplanes crash into the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center, 

causing them to collapse. Mike McGinty, who was on the 97th floor of one of the 
buildings for a business meeting, is killed. On the same day, American Airlines 
Flight 77 crashes into the west wing of the Pentagon. (Peter S. Canellos, ed. Last 
Lion: The Fall and Rise of Ted Kennedy New York: Simon & Schuster, 2009, p. 
357) 

 
On the 12th, EMK calls Cindy McGinty to offer his condolences and tells her if 
she needs anything to call his office. She would later say of EMK, “He was my 
guardian angel, and actually, what he did for me was show me how to put one 
foot in front of the other after September 11th.” (“Saying Goodbye to Senator 
Kennedy,” CBS Evening News, CBS, 08/27/2009; Canellos, p. 357) 
 
In the month following the attacks, EMK calls each of the 177 Massachusetts 
families that lost loved ones in the attack.  (Canellos, p. 359) 
 
Taking EMK up on his offer, McGinty calls EMK’s office to ask for help in 
finding Mike’s naval discharge papers. The Navy had said it would not send an 
honor guard to Mike McGinty’s memorial service unless his papers could be 
found. Within a day, the discharge papers are found. (Canellos, p. 361) 
 
On the 22nd, Congress passes the September 11th Victim Compensation Fund in a 
larger airline relief bill to compensate the victims of the attacks.  Victims could 
seek compensation through lawsuits or a new Justice Department administered by 
a special master.  The special master determines compensation amounts with no 
appeal, and once individuals file a claim, they waive their right to sue the airline.  
EMK votes for the bill.  (2001 Congressional Quarterly Almanac, Washington, 
D.C.: Congressional Quarterly, Inc., 2001, pp. 20-3, S-60) 

 
October The U.S. launches air strikes against Afghanistan on the 7th in an effort to find 

Osama bin Laden.  EMK tells The Boston Globe that he supports the president. 
(“Senator Edward M. Kennedy Floor Statement on the Elections in Afghanistan,” 
10/08/2004, http://kennedy.senate.gov) 

 
 On the 15th, a white envelope filled with two grams of anthrax is delivered to 

Senator Tom Daschle’s (D-SD) office.  An aid opens the letter releasing the 
anthrax in the Hart Senate Office building. On the 19th, white powder spills out of 
an envelope addressed to EMK’s office in Boston.  The powder tests negative for 
anthrax. (The Boston Globe, 10/19/2001) 
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McGinty gets an invitation from EMK’s office to attend a series of meetings 
organized by EMK’s staff at the Park Plaza Hotel to help answer families’ 
questions.  EMK addresses the families and tells them the federal, state, and 
private charities are here to help.  McGinty stands and says to them: “I know you 
want to help, but you’re not being helpful.” Reportedly in response to her 
statement and other families’ similar frustrations, EMK assigns two staffers to 
work with them as they navigate bureaucratic red tape.  (Canellos, p. 360-361) 

 
On the 21st, members of Congress call for an inquiry into the alleged intelligence 
breakdown before the September 11 attacks. 

 
 President George W. Bush signs the Patriot Act into law on the 26th. 
 
November On the 6th, members of Congress strongly criticize the Red Cross for its decision 

to hold some of the $264 million Liberty Fund in reserve.  Dr. Bernadine Healy, 
who recently announced her intention to step down as Red Cross president, 
defends the organization’s actions, saying that it would be fiscally irresponsible to 
deplete the fund without preparing for future terrorist attacks.   

 
Ken Feinberg, a former EMK aide, is appointed Special Master of the Victim 
Compensation Fund. He begins the task of writing the rules and procedures for 
the fund and reviews hundreds of public comments about the fund. Reportedly, 
EMK urges Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle (D-SD) to help make the 
appointment. (The New York Times, 11/27/2001; Canellos, p. 361) 

 
On the 22nd, Congressional leaders agree to delay any major investigation into 
alleged intelligence failures leading to the September 11 attacks.  Senator Bob 
Graham (D-FL), head of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, and 
Representative Porter J. Goss, (R-FL), chairman of the House Permanent Select 
Committee, agree to postpone investigations until next year to allow the 
Administration to focus on the global war against terrorism.   

 
December  On the 4th, Senator Bill Frist (R-TN) and EMK introduce the Bioterrorism 

Preparedness Act of 2001 (S 1765).  Some of its provisions include a block grant 
program for state and local agencies, a Secretary of Health and Human Services 
requirement to develop and implement a plan for bioterrorism preparedness, the 
maintenance of an adequate stockpile of vaccines, enhance regulatory control of 
biological agents and toxins, expanding the authority of the FDA and the role and 
network of the Center for Disease Control, and registering food manufacturing, 
processing, and handling facilities. Congress ends up passing the House version.  
The bill becomes law in June 2002. (2001 CQ Almanac, pp. 12-9, S-77; 
THOMAS on S 1765; The New York Times, 11/16/2001) 

  
The regulations on the Victim Fund are released.  The amounts are set in part for 
loss of earning power and pain and suffering and the award will be paid within 
four months with room to increase the dollar amount.  Life insurance, pensions, 
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and other death benefits would lower the award.  Critics are disappointed that 
either the fund will give families nothing or give only ten percent of what a 
typical non-economic claim would give in an airline crash.  The fund also closes 
off an option for a hearing where victims can have a say in front of a judge. By 
the 27th, Feinberg issues a statement that the fund would not leave any victim’s 
families empty-handed.  (The New York Times, 12/21/2001, 12/28/2001) 

  
2002 
 
January On the 16th, The National Institute of Standards and Technology takes over major 

portions of the investigation into the collapse of the Twin Towers. They take over 
for FEMA, whose investigation has been labeled inadequate by many experts, 
politicians, and family members of the victims. The investigation could help 
provide information on how to build safer skyscrapers. 

 
February On the 14th, Senate Intelligence Committee chair Bob Graham (D-FL), and House 

Foreign Affairs Committee chair Porter J. Goss (R-FL),  announce the opening of 
a broad inquiry into why US intelligence agencies failed to prevent the September 
11 attacks.  They plan to ask for $2.6 million to hire a nonpartisan staff to conduct 
the inquiry. 

 
March Feinberg announces that new fund rules will increase the average benefit from 

$1.65 million to $1.85 million.  Only 366 claims have been filed and he strongly 
urges more families to sign up for the fund since “the litigation option isn’t real.” 
(The New York Times, 03/08/2002) 

 
April On the 3rd, a federal judge in Detroit rules that the closing of hearings deemed to 

be of “special interest” to the investigation into the September 11 attacks is 
unconstitutional. 

 
On the 15th, Congresswoman Cynthia McKinney (D) calls for a thorough investigation into whether Bush and other government officials may have been warned of the September 11 attacks but did nothing to prevent them. 

 
On the 29th, Britt Snider, the lead investigator of the congressional inquiry into the 
intelligence failures surrounding the September 11 terrorist attacks, resigns.  
Snider deputy Rick Cinquegrana is slated to take over on a temporary basis.  

 
May Bush says he is opposed to creating an independent commission to investigate 

events of September 11. (The Washington Times, 05/24/2002) 
 
Summer EMK invites McGinty, her two sons, and her sister’s family to come to Hyannis 

Port for sailing over the weekend.  (Canellos, pp. 361-362) 
 
July On the 5th, against the Administration’s wishes, the House votes to create an 

independent commission to investigate the performance of the nation’s 
intelligence agencies regarding the 9/11 attacks. 
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The House amends a homeland security bill to limit the amount of financial 
liability that airport screening companies including the ones at Logan 
International Airport could face for the security breaches in the 9/11 attacks.  
EMK vows to fight the amendment.  (The Boston Globe, 07/27/2002) 

 
August The Compensation Fund starts giving out cash compensations to the relatives of 

the victims of the 9/11 attacks. 
 
September Senator Richard Shelby (R-AL), the ranking Republican on the Senate 

Intelligence Committee, announces his support for an independent investigation in 
to 9/11. On the 20th, Bush announces his support for an independent commission. 

 
October The directors of the CIA, FBI, and NSA testify before the Congressional inquiry 

on September 11.  They all state that no one in their agencies has been punished 
for any mistakes related to the attacks. 

 
November Congress approves the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks upon the 

United States (also known as the 9/11 Commission) on the 15th. Bush signs the 
bill into law on the 27th and names Henry Kissinger as Chairman and George 
Mitchell as Vice Chairmen. By December, both men resign and Bush names New 
Jersey Governor Thomas Kean as Chairman. 

 
 The Homeland Security Act of 2002 is passed, creating the Department of 

Homeland Security. The law consolidates U.S. executive branch organizations 
responsible for homeland security under a single Cabinet agency. 

 
2003 
 
January The 9/11 Commission names Miller Center Director Philip Zelikow as its full-

time executive director. (The New York Times, 1/28/2003) 
 
2004  
 
July The 9/11 Commission issues its report. 
 
September On the 10th, EMK and Feinberg attend a JFK Library forum on recovering from 

9/11. 
 
2005 
 
June The Michael G. McGinty Scholarship Foundation awards the first two college 

scholarships.  Cindy sets up the McGinty Scholarship Foundation that awards 
$2,000 scholarships to college bound high school seniors living in Foxboro or 
Mansfield. (Mansfield News, 09/01/2005) 

 
2006 
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June McGinty appears on CNN denouncing Ann Coulter’s comments that 9/11 widows 

are “self-obsessed.”  (“Has Ann Coulter Gone Too Far,” Larry King Live, CNN, 
06/12/2006) 

 
2008 
 
May EMK is diagnosed with a brain tumor. 
 
December McGinty moves her family to Bloomfield, Connecticut to be closer to family. 

(The Boston Globe, 12/14/2008) 
 
2009 
 
January EMK and Senator Orrin Hatch (R-UT) introduce the Serve America Act to 

reauthorize and expand national service programs and “to observe September 11th 
as a National Day of Service and Remembrance.” It becomes law in April. 
(THOMAS on S 277) 

 
May McGinty helps form the Massachusetts Military Heroes Fund with other 

Massachusetts 9/11 victims to provide support for families who lost members in 
service after 9/11.  McGinty sits on the board with Christie Coombs and Stephen 
Kerrigan.  EMK helps set up the fund. (The Boston Globe, 05/21/2001; 
http://www.massmilitaryheroes.org/index.htm) 

 
August EMK dies at his home in Hyannis Port. The McGintry family attends the vigil at 

the JFK Library. Cindy McGinty is interviewed for ABC News, CBS News, and 
NPR Morning Edition.  (The Boston Globe, 08/27/2009) 
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CINDY MCGINTY FACT SHEET  
Prepared by Bryan Craig; revised by Janet E. Heininger, 04/21/10 
Miller Center, University of Virginia, 10/01/2009 
 
Positions: 

• Board of trustees of the Massachusetts 9/11 Fund. 
• Member of the Family Advisory Committee for the MASS 9/11 Fund. 
• Board of trustees of the Foxborough Charter School. 

 
Issues worked on with EMK: 

• 9/11 victims’ families’ compensation: in October 2001, McGinty attended a meeting set 
up by EMK’s staff at the Park Plaza Hotel. McGinty reportedly played a role in 
prompting EMK to assign two of his staffers to the 9/11 families after McGinty expressed 
her frustration with the Salvation Army, Red Cross, and state and federal agencies. EMK 
helped get an honor guard for her husband’s memorial service, and took the family 
sailing at Hyannis Port. He called her every anniversary and checked in on her family. 

• The Massachusetts Military Heroes Fund: in 2009, Kennedy helped McGinty and other 
9/11 Families to set up a fund for families who lost loved ones in the 9/11 attacks. 

 
 


