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1985-1989 Rubin works as the research director for the non-profit Arms Control Association. 

He frequently serves as a consultant to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 
(“Biography: James P. Rubin,” U.S. Department of State, 
http://dosfan.lib.uic.edu/ERC/biographies/rubin.html, 01/03/2001) 

 
1989-1993  Rubin serves as a professional staff member on the U.S. Senate Committee on 

Foreign Relations and senior foreign policy adviser to Senator Joseph R. Biden, 
Jr. (D-DE). (“Biography: James P. Rubin”) 

 
1993-1996 Rubin serves as senior adviser and spokesman for U.S. Representative to the 

United Nations Madeleine K. Albright. He assists Albright, a member of 
President Clinton’s Cabinet and the National Security Council, in forming and 
communicating UN policy, and advises her on national security issues. 
(“Biography: James P. Rubin”) 

 
1993 
 
April Twelve of the State Department’s top experts on the Balkans send Secretary of 

State Warren Christopher a letter declaring Western diplomacy in the region a 
failure and reminding the Administration of its moral obligation to save the 
Bosnian Muslims from genocide.  Albright sends a separate memorandum to the 
White House advocating air strikes to protect Muslim areas under siege by 
Serbian nationalist forces.  Albright argues that the U.S. can not “turn our back on 
our international responsibilities,” and that a successful strike would reduce the 
threat to the relief effort underway, slow the supply of arms to the Bosnian Serbs, 
and demonstrate American resolve. (The New York Times, 04/23/1993) 

 
May The UNSC votes unanimously to designate Sarajevo and several Muslim towns 

under siege by Bosnian Serbs as “safe havens” to be protected by UN forces.  
Albright says the measure is meant to ease the current volatile situation, and 
warns the Bosnian Serbs that stonewalling the peace process will lead to “new 
stronger and tougher measures.” (Financial Times-London, 05/07/1993)  

 
June  Albright endorses the concept of multilateral peacekeeping operations in a  
  speech to the Council on Foreign Relations, but strongly criticizes UN   
  peacekeeping efforts over the past five years as containing a “near-total   
  absence of contingency planning,” and a “Byzantine and drawn-out   
  budgetary decision-making process.” (The New York Times, 06/21/1993) 
 
December The United Nations creates the position of High Commissioner for Human  
  Rights to monitor human rights violations around the world.  Albright,   
  who lobbied hard on behalf of the Administration for the post, calls its   
  creation “a major milestone for world human rights.” (Chicago Sun-Times,  
  12/17/1993) 
 
 
 
 



1994 
 
January Albright and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General John    
  Shalikashvili lead a diplomatic mission to Central and Eastern Europe to   
  garner support for the Administration’s Partnership for Peace initiative,   
  which is to be presented at the NATO summit in Brussels later in the   
  month.  Also during the trip, Albright warns the Croatian government to   
  stay out of the war in Bosnia or else run the risk of economic sanctions.   
  (The Washington Post, 01/06/1994, 01/08/1994) 
 
February The UNSC formally declares its support for NATO’s threat of air strikes   
  around Sarajevo if Bosnian Serb forces refuse to place their arms under   
  UN supervision.  Albright says, “Cooperation between NATO and the UN  
  is essential…for the precedent it will set for the future of collective   
  security.” (The New York Times, 02/15/1994) 
 
March  Albright and Shalikashvili travel to Sarajevo to show their support for the   
  Muslim Bosnian government, and to offer economic aid and possibly   
  ground troops to ensure that the peace agreement is adhered to by both   
  sides. (The Washington Post, 03/31/1994) 
 
April  On the 15th, Albright announces that the U.S. is seeking the withdrawal of   
  the UN peacekeeping mission in Rwanda, citing the inability of the   
  operation to remain viable in such an “untenable situation.”  Albright   
  disagrees with the American position and urges the NSC to revise the   
  Administration’s demands. (Albright, p. 150) 
 
May  The Clinton Administration releases its new policy regarding UN    
  peacekeeping operations on the 3rd.  The policy, which is the first    
  comprehensive framework for peacekeeping operations in the post-Cold   
  War era, states that such operations “are not and cannot be the centerpiece   
  of U.S. foreign policy.”  The directive also contains provisions to make   
  more “disciplined and coherent choices” about where to get involved, and   
  to reduce America’s financial burden for these missions from 36 percent   
  to 25 percent of the UN budget. (Chicago Sun-Times, 05/06/1994) 
 

The UNSC delays the dispatch of a 5,500-man peacekeeping force to Rwanda 
after the Clinton Administration, operating for the first time under its new, stricter 
guidelines for peacekeeping operations, argues that the UN plan has little chance 
of achieving its objectives.  Albright says, “If we do not keep commitments in line 
with capabilities, we will only further undermine UN credibility and support.”  
UN General Secretary Boutros Boutros-Ghali calls the delay “a scandal.” 
(Chicago Sun-Times, 05/25/1994, 05/26/1994) 

 
October The UNSC unanimously approves a resolution condemning the Iraqi troop  
  build-up near the Kuwaiti border.  Following the vote, Albright says, “Let   
  Iraq be warned and let it fully understand that it should not miscalculate   
  the firmness, unity and resolve of the Council.”  She also maintains   
  America’s authority under UN law to use military force in the event of   
  more aggression by Iraq. (The New York Times, 10/17/1994) 
 
 
 



1995 
 
January Republican leaders in the House and Senate introduce legislation to cut   
  U.S. funding of more than a dozen UN peacekeeping operations    
  throughout the world.  The proposal would reduce America’s annual   
  payments to the UN by about $1 billion and would remove about one-third  
  of the UN’s $3.6 billion annual budget for peacekeeping operations.    
  Appearing before the House International Relations Committee, Albright   
  criticizes the GOP plan as inviting “chaos” and opening the door to   
  “budgetary anarchy” at the UN.  Albright advises President Clinton to veto  
  the bill. (Chicago Sun-Times, 01/23/1995; The Washington Post,    
  02/04/1995)   
 
August  The Clinton Administration resists a Republican-led effort to boycott or   
  limit U.S. participation in the Fourth World Conference on Women in   
  Beijing, China.  Albright, who is slated to head the American delegation,   
  says, “Let there be no doubt, the United States will be there.” (The New   
  York Times, 08/06/1995) 
 
September Albright serves as the head of the American delegation at the United   
  Nations Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, China.  During   
  her speech to the conference delegation, Albright says, “Freedom to   
  participate in the political process of our countries is the inalienable right   
  of every woman and man.  Deny that, and you deny everything.” (The   
  New York Times, 09/07/1995) 
 
1996 
 
February On the 24th, two Cuban MiG jets shoot down two Cessna planes, killing   
  four members of Brothers to the Rescue, a humanitarian group dedicated   
  to rescuing Cuban citizens attempting to flee the island by boat.  Speaking   
  at the UN, Albright calls the “cold-blooded murder” an act of “cowardice”  
  on the part of the Cuban government.  Albright then attends a memorial   
  service for the victims in Miami where she is lauded for standing up to the  
  Havana government. (Albright, pp. 202-205) 
 
March  Albright announces that the Administration’s budget proposal will include  
  a five-year plan to pay $1.2 billion in arrears to the UN.  In an effort to   
  earn GOP support for the appropriation, Albright says the Administration   
  will also ask the UN to reduce the U.S. contribution to its budget from 25   
  percent to 20 percent. (The New York Times, 03/05/1996) 
 

Iraqi officials refuse to allow three dozen UN weapons inspectors into a Baghdad 
building suspected of holding sensitive military records.  In response, the UN 
Security Council holds an emergency session where Secretary of State Albright 
proposes a resolution in which she expresses “grave concern” and calls on Iraq to 
give inspectors unimpeded access to weapons sites.  Rubin says the 
Administration considers Iraq’s position “a very serious matter” which “goes to 
the heart of the Council’s cease-fire resolution.” (The Washington Post, 
03/09/1996) 
 

April Rubin announces that the U.S. has demanded the deportation of a member of the 
Sudanese delegation to the UN for his alleged role in the 1993 plots to bomb the 



UN headquarters and assassinate Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak.  The 
Sudanese government agrees to send the diplomat, Ahmed Yousif Mohamed, 
back to the capital, Khartoum.  Rubin says the U.S. “will not permit diplomats to 
use their immunity as a way of allowing New York City to become a safe haven 
or a base for terrorism.” (The New York Times, 04/11/1996) 

 
July The U.S. rejects Iraq’s proposed plan for distributing food and medicine under the 

oil-for-food program, which is meant to enable Iraq to sell $5.2 billion of oil 
every six months to satisfy humanitarian needs. The Iraqi plan, Rubin argues, 
makes Baghdad a central distribution point for goods targeted for the Kurdish-
dominated north, which would allow officials in the capital to skim goods and 
divert them elsewhere. “Iraq is again trying to turn a humanitarian exception into 
some partial lifting of sanctions, which we will not permit,” Rubin says.  “And it 
again refuses to accept that it is the United Nations, not Iraq, which is in control 
of distribution of goods to the north.” (The Washington Post, 07/02/1996) 

 
UN officials accuse the U.S. of “bully tactics” in response to U.S. attempts to 
block the reappointment of Boutros Boutros-Ghali as UN Secretary General. 
Rubin questions whether UN staffers are working on Boutros-Ghali’s behalf 
because they want him reelected or because they have been persuaded by force 
from member states who support the Secretary General. The U.S. threatens to use 
its veto to block Boutros-Ghali’s reelection, despite the fact that developing 
nations in Africa and the Middle East support the Egyptian diplomat. Some UN 
staffers say the Clinton Administration’s opposition is based on an effort to 
protect Clinton from attacks by the Republicans who oppose the reelection. 
However, Rubin brings into question the possibility of UN partisan 
electioneering, saying: “It is our intention to look into how UN personnel are 
being used by the Secretary General.” (The Washington Post, 07/23/1996) 

 
August Rubin serves as Director of Foreign Policy and Spokesman for the Clinton/Gore 

Campaign through November. (“Biography: James P. Rubin”) 
 
 
September The United Nations General Assembly approves the Comprehensive   
  Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty by a vote of 158 to 3, with India, Bhutan, and   
  Libya dissenting.  Albright calls the passage of the treaty “a milestone in   
  our transition from the Cold War era to a new and safer time.” (Chicago   
  Sun-Times, 09/11/1996) 
 
November Albright introduces a UN resolution calling for an international treaty   
  banning the use, stockpiling, production and transfer of land mines.    
  Albright says, “We must work together to end the terror caused by anti-  
  personnel land mines.” (Financial Times-London, 11/05/1996) 
 

On the 19th, Albright vetoes a UNSC resolution giving Boutros-Ghali a  
 second term as UN General Secretary.  Although the vote is 14 to 1 in  
 favor of a second term, the American veto assures that Boutros-Ghali will  
 not extend his tenure.  Albright begins to quietly lobby for UN   
 Undersecretary General for Peacekeeping Kofi Annan to take the post.  
 (Financial Times-London, 11/21/1996) 

 
December President Clinton nominates Albright to be Secretary of State on the 5th.    
  Clinton also announces the nominations of William Cohen as Secretary of   



  Defense, Anthony Lake as Director of Central Intelligence, and Samuel   
  Berger as Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs.    
  (Chicago Sun-Times, 12/05/1996) 
 
1997 
 
May  Rubin is nominated by President Clinton to be Assistant Secretary of State for 

Public Affairs. (“Biography: James P. Rubin”) 
 

August Albright swears Rubin in as Assistant Secretary of State for Public Affairs and 
appoints him the Department’s Chief Spokesman. Rubin says he has been 
rehearsing “the fine line between what you know and what you can say publicly.” 
(USA Today, 08/07/1997) 
 
U.S. officials instruct the Afghan Embassy in Washington to shut down, claiming 
they do not want to appear partial toward the militant Islamic Taliban forces that 
are in the midst of a civil war. “We concluded that the result of not taking this 
action would be that one representative of the Taliban would end up being in 
charge -- that would send a signal that we were not neutral,” Rubin says. (The 
New York Times, 08/14/1997) 

 
 Rubin declares the Administration will grant political asylum to North Korea’s 

Ambassador to Egypt, Chang Sung Gil, and his brother, Chang Sung So. The 
media reports that doing so may set up a “potential intelligence bonanza for 
Washington and its allies.” Rubin notes the ambassador may have crucial 
information pertaining to North Korea’s missile sales to Iran and Syria. (Chicago 
Sun-Times, 08/27/1997) 

 
Rubin announces Albright will travel to the Middle East in September to ensure 
that Arab and Israeli leaders are aware of the Administration’s commitment to the 
peace process. However, Rubin tempers expectations of a significant 
breakthrough in the future: “She [Albright] is a realist and not a magician. She has 
realistic expectations about what can be achieved.” (Chicago Sun-Times, 
08/29/1997) 

 
October  The State Department acknowledges having acted too soon in its declaration that 

American diplomats will return to Sudan nearly two years after being withdrawn 
due to safety concerns. Rubin admits that the Administration failed to consider 
congressional legislation aimed at tightening sanctions against the Sudanese 
government: “It happened that there was an announcement that was premature.” 
(The New York Times, 10/01/1997) 

 
Despite the Nobel Peace Prize being awarded to a group of anti-mine advocates, 
the Administration maintains that U.S. mines, unlike the mines of other countries, 
serve to protect U.S. troops and do not jeopardize the safety of civilians. Rubin 
says, “It’s not American land mines that are blowing up little children.” Clinton 
stated in September the U.S. would not ratify a treaty to outlaw the production, 
sale and use of land mines. The Administration plans to revise the treaty to permit 
mine use in Korea and to give the U.S. more time to craft alternative solutions. Up 
to 100 nations are expected to approve the treaty, yet most of the chief 
manufacturers of land mines, namely the U.S., China, India and Pakistan, are not 
expected to do so. (Chicago Sun-Times, 10/12/1997)  
 



Albright, the highest-ranking U.S. official to visit Haiti since 1995, travels to 
Port-au-Prince in an attempt to mediate discussions concerning power struggles 
among government officials. Haiti has been without a government since the June 
1997 resignation of Premier Rosny Smarth. Rubin says Haiti has “significant 
problems” which Albright is “not expecting to solve.” (Chicago Sun-Times, 
10/17/1997) 

 
November U.S. officials complain that negotiations between Israeli and Palestinian officials 

are moving slowly because Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat sent representatives 
to the meeting who lack expertise. Rubin says that without Palestinian specialists 
“we won’t be able to make any progress.” A Palestinian spokesman maintains the 
negotiators sent to Washington are “more than experts” on all issues to be 
discussed at the meeting. (Chicago Sun-Times, 11/04/1997) 

 
Iraq threatens to shoot down U.S. surveillance planes and blocks UN arms 
inspectors, contending they are spies. Rubin says, “This is not the bazaar. He 
[Hussein] has to accept the responsibility of complying with UN Security Council 
resolutions.” (USA Today, 11/04/1997) 

 
President Clinton advises U.S. allies to remain “resolute and firm” after Iraq 
threatens to shoot down any “strange plane” entering its air space. According to 
the Pentagon, any Iraqi attempt to shoot a UN surveillance plane will be deemed 
an act of war and face military repercussions. Rubin says Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tariq Aziz will be given a visa to hold meetings at the United Nations, 
and UN sanctions to increase pressure on Baghdad will be considered. Clinton 
says the international community should concentrate on recommencing weapons 
inspections “to make sure that his [Hussein’s] regime does not resume its capacity 
to develop weapons of mass destruction.” (Chicago Sun-Times, 11/07/1997) 

 
December  U.S. officials support Israel’s decision to make one final withdrawal from the 

West Bank, rather than three separate phases of withdrawal as had previously 
been agreed. Calling for “a greater sense of urgency” in setting Israeli-Palestinian 
borders, Albright sets December as the target deadline for the withdrawal. U.S. 
officials affirm that Israel will still be expected to adhere to the agreements as laid 
out in the Oslo Accords. Rubin says of a single Israeli withdrawal: “We want it to 
be meaningful, we want it to be credible, we want it to be significant, and we’ll 
have to make that judgment as we continue to discuss it.” (The New York Times, 
12/02/1997) 

 
1998    
 
January  The United Nations World Food Program (WFP) makes its largest appropriations 

request ever, asking for $378 million in emergency aid to help prevent widespread 
starvation in North Korea. Rubin says the U.S. will “carefully examine” the 
appeal, highlighting that North Korea has agreed to allow the WFP to open two 
satellite offices outside the capital Pyongyang and double its staff levels within 
the country. “The demonstration that they’re prepared to double the staff and open 
two more offices indicates that they are open to the kind of monitoring the WFP 
deems necessary,” says Rubin. (The Washington Post, 01/07/1998) 

 
Iranian President Mohammad Khatami puts forth a “message to the American 
people” in which he calls for “dialogue and understanding between the two 
nations,” specifically “the exchange of professors, writers, scholars, artists, 



journalists and tourists.” Rubin responds, “We welcome the fact that he wants a 
dialogue with the American people and welcome his appreciation of the 
fundamental principles that form the foundation of our nation, but we continue to 
believe the way to address the issues between us is for our two governments to 
talk directly.” Rubin adds that the U.S. intends to bring to the table discussions 
pertaining to “Iran’s support for terrorism, its pursuit of weapons of mass 
destruction, and its support for violent opposition to the Middle East peace 
process.” (The New York Times, 01/08/1998) 

 
February  Clinton warns the Iraqi government to grant UN inspectors unrestricted access to 

suspected weapons sites or face military consequence: “Either Saddam acts or we 
will have to.” Rubin says there exists a remote chance that Iraq will respond to 
U.S. bombing by attacking Israel or Kuwait. (Chicago Sun-Times, 02/20/1998)  

 
March   Following Albright’s meeting with Yugoslavian President Slobodan  

Milosevic, the U.S. dismisses a rare Serbian offer to hold talks with the region’s 
Albanian majority, deriding the offer as a “propaganda exercise.” Rubin says the 
offer for dialogue was merely “a justification for the use of force in Kosovo and 
contained no hint of remorse for the deaths of innocent Albanian victims.” The 
Administration accuses Serbian forces of the “ethnic cleansing” of Albanians in 
Kosovo, and claims Milosevic had the power to prevent the mass civilian 
atrocities. (Chicago Sun-Times, 03/12/1998) 

 
April  The Administration plans to freeze Yugoslav assets held overseas and to tighten 

bans on trade with Belgrade as a penalty for fighting in the province of Kosovo. 
Yugoslavia accuses Albania of allowing its ethnic population from Kosovo to 
smuggle men and weapons over the border. Rubin describes the situation in 
Kosovo as “quite troubling” and “extremely dangerous.” He warns that the U.S. is 
collaborating with its “allies to develop a package of additional measures 
designed to insure that President Milosevic understands that his current course of 
action can only lead to further and further isolation.” (The New York Times, 
04/25/1998)  

 
May  Clinton does not follow through with threats to end U.S. mediation in Israeli-

Palestinian peace talks despite the fact that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu does not attend the three-way White House summit with Arafat. 
Clinton sends Albright to Israel to reach an agreement with Netanyahu on 
resuming peace talks. Rubin says Albright will attempt to break “the 15-month 
stalemate” in the peace talks. (The Washington Post, 05/12/1998) 

 
Indonesian President Suharto resigns and is replaced by B.J. Habibie. Rubin says 
the Administration will help guide the transition process while looking to three 
principles: inclusiveness, dialogue and “democratic principles.” Rubin says the 
U.S. aims to help the democratic process “proceed as quickly as possible and if 
elections are to be held, we obviously want them to be free, fair and credible.” 
Rubin later modifies this statement, claiming merely that the U.S. is certain 
elections will be held. In terms of the future installments of aid from the 
International Monetary Fund, Rubin proclaims the U.S. will require “progress 
toward the political and economic conditions that will permit an effective 
program of support for Indonesia’s economic recovery.” (The Washington Post, 
05/22/1998) 
 



June  Russia agrees to provide India with two commercial nuclear power reactors 
despite having sided with the U.S. in condemning India for testing a nuclear 
weapon three weeks earlier. Rubin says, “We believe they’re acting inconsistently 
with the rules” of the Nuclear Suppliers Group, a group of nuclear supplier 
countries whose goal is to contribute to the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons 
through the implementation of guidelines for nuclear-related exports. Seeking to 
temper criticism of Russia, Rubin adds, “We do believe we have built a 
cooperative relationship” with Russia as their participation in the U.S.-led 
peacekeeping operation in Bosnia illustrates. (The Washington Post, 06/23/1998) 

 
The Administration pledges to prevent Iran from purchasing missile technology in 
spite of Clinton’s veto on legislation imposing sanctions on foreign companies 
who sell missile supplies to Iran. Clinton opposes placing restrictions on 
companies “without knowing really what was going on,” says Rubin. Clinton 
argues Congress is attempting to “micromanage” foreign policy and put “hopeless 
shackles on the Presidency” by passing sanctions. (The New York Times, 
06/25/1998) 

 
August  Congolese President Laurent Kabila accuses the Rwandan government of playing 

a role in sustaining an insurgent rebellion in the Congo. Rwanda denies the 
indictment. American leaders do not explicitly accuse the Rwandan government 
of supporting the rebellion, but Rubin contends the U.S. would like “the 
government in Kinshasa to be in a position to control its territory” and “believes 
strongly in the territorial integrity of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.” 
Rubin says U.S. objectives are to “see the people there have a government that 
can help them thrive and prosper in a democratic way.” (The New York Times, 
08/05/1998) 

 
 Rubin marries Christiane Amanpour, a CNN correspondent based in London, at a 

castle outside Rome. Guests include the couple’s bosses, Albright and Ted 
Turner. (Chicago Sun-Times, 08/12/1998) 

 
September  Rubin announces that North Korea attempted and failed to place a satellite in orbit 

in the western Pacific two weeks earlier. He says the launch demonstrates “a 
capability to deliver a weapons payload against surface targets at increasing 
ranges, confirming the inherent capability to threaten [their] neighbors.” 
According to Rubin, the Administration considers the trial “a threat to U.S. allies, 
friends and forces in the region.” (The Washington Post, 09/15/1998)  

 
After attending a meeting with representatives from Afghanistan’s six 
neighboring states and Russia, Albright calls for revitalized attempts to stop 
violence in Afghanistan and requests that a new UN peace envoy be sent to the 
region. Rubin declares the U.S. “believes it is time for serious efforts to bring 
peace to Afghanistan.” Clinton appeals to the UN General Assembly to make 
terrorism a top priority. Clinton asserts that acts of terror are not an isolated 
American crisis, but rather pose a “clear and present danger to tolerant and open 
societies and innocent people everywhere.” (Financial Times – London, 
09/22/1998) 

 
October Netanyahu and Arafat meet for the first time in over one year at the Wye 

Plantation in eastern Maryland. The meeting, designed to renew the unresolved 
peace negotiations which began in Oslo, Norway, in 1993, focuses on securing 
passages for Palestinians between Palestinian enclaves, opening an airport in the 



Palestinian-dominated Gaza Strip, economic concerns and Israeli security issues. 
Netanyahu and Arafat request the U.S. to exhibit a “better, more constructive 
attitude” in helping mediate the peace talks. Rubin says, “The pace of the work, 
the seriousness of the work, the pragmatism that the delegations are bringing to 
bear, the constructive approach is there.…Whether that will be enough is still an 
open question.” (Chicago Sun-Times, 10/17/1998) 
 
King Hussein of Jordan joins Clinton in the four-way peace negotiations with 
Netanyahu and Arafat at the Wye summit. Clinton says, “The hardest decisions 
now at last are on the table. I hope the parties will seize this opportunity and not 
retreat from the clear moment to capture the momentum of peace.” Rubin, the 
only authorized spokesman for any party at the summit, says “critical gaps” still 
exist, but says there is “a little bit of the flavor of a legislative session drawing 
toward the close.” Netanyahu and Arafat later sign the Wye River Memorandum. 
(The Washington Post, 10/23/1998) 

 
North Korea permits U.S. officials to visit Pyongyang to discuss an investigation 
of an underground structure the U.S. suspects may house a frozen nuclear 
weapons project. “We are beginning a discussion with them in which we will 
demand access. We’ve made clear to the North Koreans that any attempt…to 
pursue a nuclear weapons development program would be unacceptable,” says 
Rubin. (The New York Times, 10/29/1998) 
 

November Rubin announces the Administration has refused to hold an international arms 
inspection discussion with Iraqi President Hussein: “What is not needed -- and 
there is no plan for it -- is negotiations with Saddam Hussein.” White House 
officials threaten to limit Hussein’s ability to produce chemical and biological 
weapons if he does not reverse his decision to end cooperation with UN weapons 
inspectors. Rubin warns discussions “can’t go on indefinitely,” as “Saddam 
Hussein is not an abstract threat.” (The New York Times, 11/11/1998) 

 
The U.S. rejects Germany’s “No First Use” atomic policy proposal which requires 
that NATO pledge to never be the first to resort to nuclear weapons. Rubin says 
the current nuclear policy is an effective deterrent, particularly against smaller, 
non-nuclear counties. “Nuclear weapons have played a key role in ending the 
Cold War, and they remain a key element in ensuring the coupling of the security 
of North America and Europe,” explains Rubin. (The Washington Post, 
11/24/1998) 
 

December Following Israeli-Palestinian riots, Arafat threatens to declare an independent 
Palestinian state in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Netanyahu says if such an 
independent state is created, he will halt additional troop withdrawals, despite 
having pledged not to do so in an October 1998 Israeli-U.S. agreement. Rubin 
says the U.S. opposes Netanyahu’s threat, maintaining the pact “should be 
implemented as signed.” Netanyahu also refuses to release Palestinian prisoners 
with “blood on their hands” or those who are members of the militant Islamic 
organization Hamas. Rubin replies, “We do not believe it is appropriate to add 
new conditions to implementation of the agreement.” (The Washington Post, 
12/03/1998) 

 
The U.S. launches four days of air strikes against Iraq following the Republic’s 
failure to comply with UN weapons inspectors. Rubin cautions Russian officials 
to “cease cooperation with Iran’s ballistic missile program” or immediately face 



new sanctions and U.S.-led efforts to prevent additional Russian participation in 
the “expansion of the highly lucrative space launch market.” Russia previously 
offered to limit nuclear dealings with Iran to Bushehr, an $800 million civilian 
nuclear power plant Moscow is constructing for Teheran on the Persian Gulf 
coast. Rubin says U.S. officials “are convinced” Iran is “using the Bushehr reactor 
project as a cover for acquiring sensitive Russian nuclear technology.” (The New 
York Times, 12/17/1998) 

 
1999 
 
January  U.S. representatives meet with a Colombian guerrilla group at the request of the 

Bogota government. Rubin says the U.S. intends to show “support for the 
Colombian peace process” and to request the 15,000 member rebel group to halt 
attacks against U.S. citizens in Colombia. The U.S.-led meeting is intended to set 
the stage for the Colombian government to meet with the rebel group in an effort 
to curtail cocaine trafficking. In response to questions regarding the U.S. 
approach to dealing with terrorist organizations, Rubin says, “I think we are 
second to none in terms of the seriousness and the firmness with which we 
approach the problem of terrorism.” (The New York Times, 01/05/1999) 

 
U.S. government officials deny accusations of having collaborated with the UN 
Special Commission (UNSCOM) to access Hussein’s security units in Iraq to 
eavesdrop on conversations as part of an attempt to overthrow him. UN Secretary 
General Kofi Annan claims to have “convincing evidence” that suspicious 
cooperation occurred. Rubin says the Administration acknowledges having 
obtained intelligence information pertaining to Iraq from UNSCOM, but 
maintains it was a derivative of the inspectors’ task. Rubin says “at no time” did 
the U.S. collaborate “with anyone at UNSCOM to collect information for the 
purpose of undermining the Iraqi regime.” (The Washington Post, 01/07/1999)  

 
Albright proposes a plan to use NATO air strikes to induce Yugoslav President 
Milosevic to allow self-rule for ethnic Albanians in the Kosovo province. Rubin 
says “to help implement this strategy,” Albright will meet in London with the 
foreign ministers of the five other nations who comprise the Balkans “contact 
group:” Britain, Germany, France, Italy and Russia. (The Washington Post, 
01/28/1999)  

 
February Albright arrives in China to discuss human rights and security concerns with 

Premier Zhu Rongji, President Jiang Zemin, and senior Chinese officials. A week 
earlier, the Administration denied the sale of telecommunications technology to a 
Chinese company for fear that their military would reap the benefits. A Chinese 
foreign policy adviser says that the decision has had a “negative effect” on trade 
relations, particularly with Beijing. Highlighting the vitality and mutual interest 
associated with deterring North Korea from spreading missile technology, Rubin 
insists that even in times of hostility, it is in the interests of the U.S. to engage 
China in foreign policy discussions. “Engagement is not the same at all as happy,” 
says Rubin. (Chicago Sun-Times, 02/01/1999) 

 
Albright travels to the Middle East to warn Serb and ethnic Albanian officials to 
renew Kosovo peace talks or face potential military consequence. “If the Serbs 
are the cause of the breakdown, we’re determined to go forward with the NATO 
decision to carry out air strikes,” says Rubin. Clinton announces he will support 
sending approximately 4,000 U.S. troops to join a NATO force of 30,000 in 



Kosovo if the Serbs and ethnic Albanians arrive at an agreement. (Chicago Sun-
Times, 02/14/1999) 

 
March  White House officials express concern over the Republican Party’s criticism of 

the Administration’s response to alleged Chinese espionage at Los Alamos 
National Laboratory. Rubin says the GOP proposal to deny China’s entrance to 
the World Trade Organization (WTO) as reprisal for stealing warhead designs 
from Los Alamos will further damage “deteriorated” U.S.-China relations and 
“would be self-defeating and contrary to our interests.” (The Washington Post, 
03/17/1999) 

   
 
April  President Clinton declares “unceasing and unrelenting” air attacks on Yugoslavia. 

“Our plan is to persist until we prevail… If Mr. Milosevic does not do what is 
necessary, NATO will continue an air campaign. It will be undiminished, 
unceasing and unrelenting,” announces Clinton. Interviews with fleeing ethnic 
Albanians reveal acts of “genocide” are being committed by masked Serbian 
troops in Kosovo. “The basic message is, you leave or you die,” says Rubin.  (The 
New York Post, 04/06/1999) 

 
Rubin announces the State Department’s rejection of Belgrade’s selection of 
China to represent its interests in Washington as the U.S. and the Republic of 
Serbia seek a third party to represent their interests in each nation’s capital. Rubin 
hopes Belgrade will choose “a classic neutral power” to represent its interests. 
(The Washington Post, 04/07/1999) 

 
Deputy Secretary of State Strobe Talbott meets with Russian Foreign Minister 
Igor Ivanov and special Balkan envoy Viktor Chernomyrdin in an effort to reach a 
peace agreement in the Balkans. Though Russian leaders object to NATO air 
strikes on Yugoslavia, they do not support the Belgrade military. While 
encouraging Russian peace settlements, NATO aggravates Moscow by declaring 
support for a policy which blocks oil shipments to Yugoslavia. Ivanov and 
Chernomyrdin say that Russia, Yugoslavia’s chief oil supplier, will not support 
the policy which illustrates NATO’s “desire to dominate the world as well as 
European politics.” Rubin reports the Russians “did not indicate any major 
changes in their position.” (The Washington Post, 04/29/1999) 

 
May  China suspends U.S. Navy ship port visits to Hong Kong following an attack on 

China’s Belgrade embassy. The Administration is no longer able to send a senior 
envoy to Beijing to explain what NATO contends was an accidental bombing. 
While the port suspension does not affect Navy operations, it symbolically 
represents deterioration in U.S.-China relations. “We regret that these mutually 
beneficial port calls, which bring economic benefit to Hong Kong as well as shore 
leave benefits to U.S. Navy personnel, are unable to take place at this time,” says 
Rubin. (The Washington Post, 05/22/1999) 
 
Albright meets for the first time with approximately twelve leaders of Iraqi 
opposition groups following the State Department’s decision to supply them with 
“non-lethal” aid. This marks the first phase of the 1998 Iraqi Liberation Act, a 
policy which allocates $97 million for lethal and non-lethal aid to seven groups 
intent on overthrowing President Hussein. Rubin explains the policy is unique in 
that it gives Iraqi opposition groups the opportunity to convey their message to 



Iraq: “This kind of broad-based political-regime change, overt policy, is a new 
policy.” (The New York Times, 05/25/1999) 

 
A U.S. inspection team finds the North Korean underground tunnel structure, 
which had been suspected of housing a nuclear weapons project, to be empty. 
Rubin announces there is “no basis to conclude that North Korea is in violation of 
the Agreed Framework.” In the 1994 Agreed Framework, Pyongyang committed 
to freezing its illicit plutonium weapons production on the condition that the U.S. 
contribute two proliferation-resistant nuclear reactors and $5 billion to a program 
providing fuel oil to North Korea. (The New York Times, 05/29/1999) 

 
June  Milosevic accepts NATO conditions to end the war in Yugoslavia as presented by 

a Russian peace envoy composed of Chernomyrdin and Finnish President Martti 
Ahtisaari. Rubin stresses the vitality of executing the written agreement, saying 
the U.S. is “going to be looking for implementation, implementation and 
implementation, because it is only implementation of NATO’s conditions that 
will lead to a peaceful resolution of this crisis.” The agreement says Yugoslavia 
must accept a timetable for withdrawal of its air defenses in the Kosovo region 
within 48 hours and the removal of all Yugoslav forces within seven days. Rubin 
says, “Our watchword of the day is caution, codification and implementation.” 
(The Washington Post, 06/04/1999) 

 
Rubin reports a “pattern of activity” signifying “continued planning for terrorist 
attacks by members of Osama bin Laden’s network” in Africa. The U.S. 
government temporarily closes its embassies in Senegal, Gambia, Liberia, Togo, 
Namibia and Madagascar. Bin Laden, an Islamic militant who opposes of the 
Saudi government, is charged by the U.S. with planning the August 1998 U.S. 
embassy bombings in Kenya and Tanzania. (The Washington Post, 06/26/1999) 
 

August The House and Senate reject an appropriation appeal for $1.2 billion to grant aid 
for Israel and the Palestinian territory as requested by the Administration in the 
1998 Wye Plantation interim peace agreement. Rubin announces Albright will 
postpone her return to the Middle East at the request of Israeli Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak. Clinton threatens to veto the final version of the resolution if a joint 
House-Senate session makes substantial cuts in the bill’s foreign aid allocations. 
(The Washington Post, 08/10/1999)   

 
 Rubin asserts Administration officials will strive to maintain a sound relationship 

between the U.S. and Russia despite President Boris Yeltsin’s unforeseen decision 
to dismiss Prime Minister Sergei Stepashin. “We have focused our policy on the 
policies of Russian reform and the policies of the Russian government, not the 
personalities,” says Rubin. (USA Today, 08/10/1999)  
 

September The Indonesian government has 24 to 48 hours to make “some clear, major 
change on the ground” in the province of East Timor before an Australian-led UN 
force, backed by Canada, New Zealand, France, Malaysia, Bangladesh, Thailand 
and Pakistan, is sent in to restore order. Australian Prime Minister John Howard 
asks for assistance from American soldiers, but the U.S., concerned its military is 
spread thin in Bosnia and Kosovo, does not offer military backing. The U.S. 
offers support via ferrying in allied troops and supplies, and by offering 
intelligence and communications assistance. East Timorese independence leader 
Jose Ramos-Horta requests a freeze on international aid to Indonesia by the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank. Rubin says this request will 



“depend on Indonesia adopting a constructive approach towards ending the 
humanitarian disaster in East Timor.” (The Washington Post, 09/08/1999) 

 
Rubin announces Saddam Hussein spent UN oil-for-food money to build 
extensive amusement parks, sports stadiums and hospitals for use by members of 
his Baath party despite his “claims that the people of Iraq are dying due to a lack 
of food and medicine.” Rubin says the Iraqi government stockpiles the food and 
medicine instead of evenly distributing it: “The fact is that in Iraq, Saddam 
Hussein controls everything.…He decides who gets what and he has decided to 
deprive the Iraqi people of many basic requirements while providing luxuries -- 
and their very own Ferris wheel -- to a small clique of regime supporters.” (The 
New York Times, 09/14/1999)        
 
Yugoslavian Foreign Minister Zivadin Jovanovic demands NATO reimburse 
Yugoslavia $100 billion for damages caused in the 1998 NATO bombing 
campaign. Rubin contends the Milosevic regime cannot blame anyone “but itself” 
for the NATO bombings which were prompted by their ethnic cleansing practices: 
“It’s time for Yugoslavia to recognize reality. So long as there’s an indicted war 
criminal at the helm, their cries will fall on deaf ears.” (The New York Times, 
09/29/1999) 

 
Taliban representative Abdul Hakeem Mujahid meets with Assistant Secretary of 
State Karl Inderfurth to discuss expelling bin Laden in order to avoid harsh U.S. 
sanctions and a global boycott of the country’s airline. The U.S. government 
requests bin Laden be sent where he may face trail. “We don’t think it’s that 
complicated,” says Rubin. (Chicago Sun-Times, 10/26/1999) 

  
November  Secretary General Annan extends the term of Hans von Sponeck, the UN’s chief 

humanitarian relief official in Iraq, despite major objections from the U.S. and 
Britain. In what the Washington Post refers to as “Rubin’s unusually sharp public 
criticism of von Sponeck,” Rubin says the official favors Iraq in propaganda 
disputes, blaming the West’s severe economic sanctions for the affliction of the 
Iraqi people rather than faulting Hussein for not fulfilling obligations necessary 
for lifting the sanctions. Rubin says the U.S. does “not have confidence in his 
leadership,” claiming that von Sponeck permits the Iraqi government to fill 
warehouses with food and medicine which are meant to be distributed to the Iraqi 
people through the UN’s “oil for food” program. (The Washington Post, 
11/03/1999) 

 
The media reports that Rubin may resign in the spring as he and wife Christiane 
Amanpour are expecting their first baby in May 2000. Rubin responds, “I have no 
specific plans to leave my post. I enjoy my job. Reports of my imminent departure 
are greatly exaggerated.” (The New York Times, 11/03/1999) 
 
Suspecting the Administration has ulterior motives “to open an office for 
intelligence and political activities” to “forge ties with…mercenaries,” Iran’s 
supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, rejects a U.S. request to grant American 
consular officials permission to travel in Iran to visit private Iranian citizens. 
Rubin says it is “high time” for Iran to allow such visits, especially because 
Iranian authorities are consistently permitted to visit private U.S. citizens. (The 
New York Times, 11/24/1999) 
 



December  As Albright is en route to the Middle East, chief Palestinian negotiator Yasser 
Abed Rabbo announces he will not participate in peace talks with Israeli 
negotiator Oded Eran pertaining to any issue except hastened construction plans 
at Jewish settlements on the West Bank. Rubin stresses that Israeli settlement - 
building on the Bank is a “complicating factor” because “it prejudges the outcome 
of those negotiations.” Rubin maintains the U.S. does “not think the Palestinian 
side should impose preconditions on specific issues” that would make it 
impossible “to go forward with the permanent status talks.” (The Washington 
Post, 12/07/1999 
 

2000  Rubin receives the State Department’s highest honor, The Distinguished Service 
Award. (“James Rubin,” The London Speaker Bureau, 
http://www.londonspeakerbureau.co.uk/speakers/printSpeaker.aspx?speakerid=9) 

 
January Israeli leader Barak and Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk Charaa meet at the 

Clarion Hotel and Conference Center in West Virginia to discuss security and 
trade related issues at the American-mediated Shepherdstown talks. After the first 
round of discussion, Albright requests that Clinton return to West Virginia to 
mediate “in order to move from the chugging-along phase to the faster track,” 
says Rubin. “We’re here to reach an agreement, not make headlines….It is our 
considered judgment that the more open issues become, the harder it is to make 
peace.” (USA Today, 01/04/2000) 

 
The Shepherdstown talks temporarily break though Barak and Charaa have not 
reached a border or a land-for-peace agreement. Clinton says of the discussions, 
which he helped mediate for five days: “They were very open…very candid. . . . 
They broke a lot of ground.” Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy proclaims upon 
his return to Israel: “We did not reach agreement. . . . We did not even get near.” 
Negotiations are to resume on January 19, 2000. Rubin says, “We are on the right 
track.” (Chicago Sun-Times, 01/11/2000)  
 
One day after launching a campaign to convince Congress to support China’s 
entrance to the WTO, the Administration declares it will sponsor legislation to 
improve China’s human rights record at the United Nations’ Commission on 
Human Rights meeting in Geneva. Alluding to the Falun Gong spiritual 
movement, Beijing’s strict policies on political discord, undocumented churches 
and ethnic minorities, particularly Tibetans, Rubin says the U.S. objective “is to 
shine an international spotlight directly on China’s human rights practices.” (The 
Washington Post, 01/12/2000) 
 
The Administration proposes a two-year, $1.3 billion aid package intended to 
curb the influx of Colombian cocaine and heroine into the U.S. by strengthening 
the U.S. Agency for International Development in Columbia. Rubin announces 
Albright will travel to Columbia to meet with President Andres Pastrana, present 
the proposal and discuss avenues for obtaining aid from multilateral banks and 
European allies. The Administration plans in the spring to make a congressional 
appeal for approximately $1 billion in an emergency supplemental appropriation. 
(The Washington Post, 01/12/2000) 

 
Following arms control negotiations held in Geneva a week earlier, the U.S. 
presses Russia to modify the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty to allow 
the U.S. to erect a national missile defense system. Russia urges the U.S. to agree 
to reduce the number of strategic nuclear warheads held by each country to 



15,000. Rubin responds by recalling a 1997 agreement between former Russian 
President Yeltsin and Clinton in which it was decided that nuclear arms control 
talks would include a reduction to approximately 2,000 to 2,500 for each country. 
“We need to make modest adjustments to the ABM Treaty that will not interfere 
with our ability to have strategic stability between the United States and Russia, 
and meanwhile enable us to move lower and lower down to, as we have proposed, 
a level of some 2,000 to 2,500 warheads,” says Rubin (The Washington Post, 
01/28/2000) 
 
Following seven days of meetings in Berlin between the U.S. and North Korea, 
Rubin announces North Korea has agreed to send representatives to Washington 
to discuss issues pertaining to terrorism, the country’s missile program and the 
spread of nuclear weapons. Rubin says the meeting is “central to peace and 
stability in Northeast Asia and the Asia-Pacific region.” (The Washington Post, 
01/31/2000) 
 

February  Rubin announces he will resign as U.S. State Department spokesman in April 
2000. His successor will be career diplomat Richard Boucher. (Financial Times – 
London, 02/08/2000) 

 
Canadian Foreign Minister Lloyd Axworthy announces the Canadian government 
will restore diplomatic ties in the Sudanese capital Khartoum. Canada refuses to 
place sanctions on Canadian energy companies that do business with major oil 
franchises in Sudan despite Clinton Administration requests that Canada 
collaborate with the U.S. in isolating the Islamic government. Axworthy states: 
“Canada continues to believe that engagement and dialogue are the most 
appropriate tools for advancing the cause of peace in Sudan.” Rubin says the U.S. 
is concerned “about the way in which this Canadian and other companies have 
essentially provided a new source of hard currency” to Khartoum’s government 
“that has been responsible for massive human rights abuses in Sudan and 
sponsoring terror outside of Sudan.” (The Washington Post, 02/15/2000) 

 
Von Sponeck, a senior UN official from Germany responsible for managing the 
distribution of humanitarian aid in Iraq, resigns in protest over the impact of U.S. 
and British economic sanctions and air strikes on Iraqi civilians. He says he does 
“not want to be associated with a Band-Aid that is inadequate to end the plight of 
the civilian population.” Rubin claims that von Sponeck relies too heavily on Iraqi 
propaganda: “He has a habit of reporting Iraqi claims of casualties from the air 
attacks without having the ability to verify those claims.” (The Washington Post, 
02/17/2000) 

 
Rubin praises the Iranian parliamentary election of President Mohammad 
Khatami, saying “by all indications this is an event of historic proportions.” The 
Administration is hopeful the election will strengthen Khatami to seize power 
from supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, head of the country’s military, 
intelligence operations and the judiciary. Rubin says the vote reveals that the 
Iranian people desire “engagement with the rest of the world” and it “made clear 
their preference for greater freedoms within Iran.” The U.S. is principally 
concerned with whether Iran will alter its opposition to the Middle East peace 
talks and if it will cease defense of terrorist groups attempting to disrupt Israeli-
Palestinian and Israeli-Syrian negotiations. (The New York Times, 02/21/2000) 
 



Despite electoral progress, U.S. officials refuse to grant Iran a World Bank loan. 
Rubin contends Iran must make further advancements in economic reform and in 
disassociating itself from groups who support terrorism. Federal law demands the 
U.S. oppose loans by the World Bank to countries such as Iran who, along with 
six other nations, have been deemed sponsors of terrorism. (The New York Times, 
02/24/2000) 
 
Jose Imperatori, a vice consul at the Cuban Interests Section in Washington, 
attempts to take refuge in the Cuban Embassy in Ottawa, Canada. The FBI 
accuses Imperatori of collaborating with Mariano Faget, an official of the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service in Miami, in a Cuban intelligence project 
in America. Rubin says the Cuban government’s actions violate its “international 
obligations” by not promptly removing the diplomat. Cuban officials accuse the 
FBI of amplifying the espionage charges as part of an effort to delay the return of 
6-year-old shipwreck victim Elian Gonzalez to Cuba. Rubin denies the 
connection. (The Washington Post, 02/29/2000) 
 

March  Albright sends Rubin on a three day mission to Pristina, the provincial capital of 
Kosovo, to participate in peace talks with ethnic Albanian, U.S. and NATO 
officials. Rubin says he intends to “express our profound concern” over the 
“extremist activity on all sides.” (Chicago Sun-Times, 03/10/2000) 
 
Former Peace Corps volunteers claim to have made momentous progress in East 
African peace talks which could resolve a two year border dispute between 
Ethiopia and Eritrea. Rubin says the volunteers are “well-intentioned,” but their 
“efforts do not reflect the extent of the problem nor do the private efforts reflect 
the views and concerns of the leaders of Ethiopia and Eritrea.” (The Washington 
Post, 03/11/2000) 
 
Upon arriving in Kosovo, Rubin warns Albanian leaders they are losing the 
esteem of U.S. and UN officials. “We did a lot to convince the West and the U.S. 
to act on behalf of the Albanians. Now all of us, the biggest supporters, are 
disappointed.” Rubin cautions that sustained ethnic violence could cost Kosovo: 
“Every time a Serb is mauled, every time a Serb is shot, every time we hear a 
story about ethnic violence, our determination to help Kosovo weakens.”  (The 
New York Times, 03/13/2000) 
 
An ethnic Albanian insurgent group responsible for inflicting violence in southern 
Serbia claims they will reject warfare and seek political solutions to improve 
relations. The proclamation follows Rubin’s visit to Kosovo and a meeting in the 
Kosovo city of Gnjilane between officials from the Presevo Valley guerrilla group 
and Hashim Thaqi, former leader of the Kosovo Liberation Army, and U.S. 
diplomats. (The Washington Post, 03/24/2000) 
 

April  Rubin announces that the State Department approved six visas for the Cuban 
family, doctor and kindergarten teacher of six year old Elian Gonzalez. (The 
Washington Post, 04/04/2000) 
 
The State Department expresses concern over the possibility of widespread 
starvation in Ethiopia. Rubin announces that the U.S. will send a 40-ton shipment 
of food to the country which currently has 50,000 of the 400,000 tons of relief 
food supplies it needs. (Chicago Sun-Times, 04/12/2000) 
 



The UN Human Rights Commission in Geneva approves by a 25-7 vote an EU-
sponsored resolution criticizing Russia’s fall 1999 war conducted against the 
Republic of Chechnya. U.S. officials favor the unexpected ruling which came 
after the 53-nation Commission last week tabled a U.S. sponsored resolution 
condemning China’s human-rights practices. “This decisive vote demonstrates 
that the international community wants to ensure that there is an independent 
investigation of these . . . abuses,” says Rubin. (USA Today, 04/26/2000) 

 
Rubin publicly announces his resignation. He is moving to London with wife 
Christiane Amanpour and their son, Darius. Ms. Amanpour asks if Rubin will 
help change Darius’ diapers, to which Rubin replies: “I will do whatever is 
necessary and appropriate.” (The New York Times, 04/27/2000) 
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JAMES P. RUBIN SUGGESTED TOPICS 
Prepared by Monica Gray  
Miller Center, University of Virginia, 06/15/2007 
 
The United Nations 

• How did you first come into the Clinton orbit? When did you first meet Madeleine 
Albright? Describe your initial impressions of her. When did you first meet the president? 

• How did you come to be appointed to your position in the UN? Were there other posts in 
the administration you considered before accepting this one?  

• Describe your primary responsibilities as senior advisor and spokesman for the UN 
ambassador. What issues and tasks occupied most of your time? 

• How important was the UN to President Clinton and his core foreign policy team? How 
were your relations with the national security advisor, secretary of state, secretary of 
defense, and DCI?  

• Were there important areas of foreign policy where Ambassador Albright disagreed with 
her Washington counterparts? How much latitude did she have to voice her 
disagreements with them? Did she ever have difficulty being heard in Washington? 

• What were Ambassador Albright’s most significant strengths and weaknesses in her UN 
position? 

• On reflection, what was the most important accomplishment you enjoyed at the UN? The 
most important failure? 

• Was the UN an effective instrument of global relations during the Clinton era? 
• Discuss how President Clinton (and the United States) was viewed by the non-US 

members of the UN during your time there. Was there any change over time in these 
perceptions? 

 
Assistant Secretary of State for Public Affairs 

• Discuss your appointment as State Department Spokesman and Assistant Secretary of 
State for Public Affairs. What tasks and issues occupied most of your time there?  

• Describe your relationship with Secretary Albright in this job. Compare your interactions 
at the State Department to your experience working together at the UN.  

• How would you describe your relationship with the press during this period? What issues 
and events proved most contentious? Describe the most challenging or complex policy 
issue for you to master and communicate clearly to the citizenry. Did you coordinate your 
duties with the White House press office? If so, how did you do this? 

• Assess the State Department’s relations with the other core actors on the Clinton foreign 
policy team during your time at State. What issues proved to be most contentious within 
the team?  

• Evaluate the Administration’s efforts in confronting issues of global security such as 
terrorism, nuclear proliferation and drug trafficking.   

• How would you assess the Administration’s progress in confronting issues of human 
rights? Describe your approach to conveying multifaceted intersections of foreign policy 
issues (i.e. links between terrorism, global markets, and human rights etc.) to the public 
in your press briefings. 

• Characterize your interactions, if any, with Congress. How did your experience as a 
former staff member on the Foreign Relations Committee and your work with Senator 
Biden affect your work at State? 

• What factors influenced your decision to resign as State Department Spokesman and 
Assistant Secretary of State for Public Affairs? 

 
 
 



Kosovo Crisis   
• How did you come to be assigned the task of negotiator in Kosovo? Compare and 

contrast your 1999 and 2000 trips to Kosovo. What were you attempting to accomplish 
on each mission? Did you achieve your objectives?  

• Discuss your experience balancing dual roles as diplomat and spokesman in Kosovo. 
Comment on representing the State Department and NATO countries.  

• How did you communicate foreign policy options and advice to Albright and Clinton? 
Describe Clinton’s decision-making style in deciding on military action.  

• Describe your approach to warning Albanian leaders they were losing the esteem of U.S. 
and UN officials in 2000. Comment on the origins and significance of your relationship 
with Hashim Thaci. 

• What, in your opinion, did the fall of Slobodan Milosevic mean for Europe? For the 
U.S.?  

 
The Clinton Presidency in Retrospect  

• What do you consider your greatest accomplishments during your time with the Clinton 
Administration? What were your greatest disappointments?  

• What do you consider Clinton’s greatest assets as President? Gauge his strengths and 
weaknesses as a policymaker, a legislative leader, and a party leader.  

• Evaluate President Clinton as a world leader. How did foreign diplomats and heads of 
state view Clinton? Were there any common misconceptions?  

• What is the legacy of President Clinton’s foreign policy? What role did Congress and 
domestic politics play in Clinton’s policies?  

• What do you think is Albright’s legacy?  
• What features of the Clinton presidency were misunderstood by the media? How should 

Clinton be viewed by future historians? 
 


