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GENERAL HUGH SHELTON NEWS TIMELINE 
Prepared by B. J. Bloom 
Miller Center, University of Virginia, 03/16/2007 

1963 Henry "Hugh" Shelton graduates from North Carolina State University. 
As a member of ROTC, he receives his commission as a second 
lieutenant in the Army after graduation. 

1966-1970 Shelton serves two tours of duty in Vietnam, the first with the 5th Special 
Forces Group as a leader of a detachment of Green Berets (1966-1967), 
and the second with the 173rd Airborne Brigade as a commander of an 
infantry company (19691970). He receives a Bronze Star and a Purple 
Heart for his combat service. 

1973 Shelton earns a master's degree in political science from Auburn 
University. 

1978 Shelton is appointed as Commander of the 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry 
in the 9111 Infantry Division at Fort Lewis, Washington. 

1983 Shelton assumes command of the 1st Brigade of the 82nd Airborne 
Division at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 

1987 Shelton is promoted to brigadier general and takes over as the Deputy 
Operations Director for the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

1989 Shelton is assigned to the 101stAirborne Division as Assistant Division 
Commander for Operations. The Gulf War breaks out while he is 
serving with the 101stAirborne, and his division is the first one sent into 
combat in Iraq. 

1993 Shelton is promoted to lieutenant general and becomes Commander of 
the XVIII Airborne Corps. 

July Haitian military leader General Raoul Cedras accepts the UN-negotiated 
Governors Island Accord, which assures the safety and eventual return 
to power of former President Rev. Jean-Bertrand Aristide, who was 
overthrown by a military junta in December 1990. President Bill Clinton 
says the compromise marks a historic moment for Haiti, the Western 
Hemisphere, and the "principle of democratic rule." (The Christian 
Science Monitor, 07/06/1993) 

October A shipload of American and Canadian military engineers, sent to retrain 
the Haitian police forces, are met at the dock by armed mobs shouting 



anti-American chants, forcing their ship to turn back. (Chicago Sun-
Times, 10/12/1993) 

1994 

September On the 15th, President Clinton addresses the nation on the situation in 
Haiti. He says the U.S. has exhausted diplomatic efforts and is prepared 
to use military force to remove the junta of General Cedras from power: 
"The message of the United States to the Haitian dictators is clear. Your 
time is up. Leave now or we will force you from power. The junta agrees 
to relinquish authority and Aristide is restored to power. Shelton is 
placed in command of the entire U.S. landing force, commanding the 
82nd Airborne, the 10th Mountain Division, and the U.S. Marine Corps. 
(The New York Times, 09/16/1994, 09/19/1994; The Independent-
London, 09/20/1994) 

After landing in Port-au-Prince, the U.S. military observes Haitian police 
beating protesters, but are unable to act given their orders not to serve as a 
police force. The following day, President Clinton reverses course, sends 
in a thousand military police, and orders the military to enforce law and 
order. Shelton marches into the office of General Cedras to demand 
restraint on behalf of the Haitian police forces. Trying to explain the 
situation at a briefing before his meeting with Cedras, Shelton says he had 
been instructed by his superiors in Washington that "it is not our policy to 
intervene in law and order matters per se; that is a Haitian matter. 
However, the fact that the Haitian police and military have continued to 
use what we consider unnecessary force to deal with their own citizens is 
of concern to us." Shelton suggests that that problem was that the Haitian 
police were "not trained in riot control or crowd control." He adds that the 
"level of civility that is here is provided by the police and the military, 
which is under the control of General Cedras." (The New York Times, 
09/22/1994) 

October With Shelton sitting behind him and a crowd of jubilant Haitians 
drowning out his words with jeers and insults, Cedras resigns as 
commander-in-chief of the Haitian armed forces, pledging to leave the 
country in the next few days. Three days later, he departs Haiti for exile 
in Panama. (The New York Times, 10/15/1994; The Boston Globe, 
10/16/1994) 

1995 

February With responsibility for the security of Haiti scheduled to be transferred to 
the United Nations in late March, American troops accelerate efforts to 
seize weapons and stop threats that might interfere with the "seamless 
transition" they have promised worried Haitian officials. The change 



comes after months of pleading by both the Aristide government and by 
UN officials, both of whom have expressed concern that the U.S. troops 
are being withdrawn without finishing their mission of creating a more 
"stable and secure environment" in Haiti. The more aggressive stance 
coincides with the arrival of a new American military commander, Major 
General George A. Fisher, and elements of the unit he leads, the 25th 
Infantry Division. Shelton, who served as the first American commander 
in Haiti, reportedly sought to keep his troops away from anything 
approaching police duties, saying "We are not rent-a-cops." (The New 
York Times, 02/27/1995) 

1996 

March Shelton replaces retiring General Wayne Downing as commander-in-
chief of U.S. Special Operations Command. Shelton becomes the fourth 
leader of the Command since it was formed in April 1987. Defense 
Secretary William Perry and Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman General John 
Shalikashvili preside over the change of command. (The Tampa Tribune, 
03/01/1996) 

1997 

July Clinton nominates Shelton to become Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. In his memoir, Clinton states that he had been very impressed with 
the way Shelton handled the Haiti operation. Shelton becomes the third 
consecutive Army officer to be named as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, 
which generally rotates among the four branches of the military. (Bill 
Clinton, My Life, New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2004, p. 766; Financial 
Times, 07/17/1997) 

September The Senate Armed Services Committee expresses unanimous support for 
Shelton's nomination during confirmation hearings, but uses the hearings 
as a means for expressing concern for the way the Bosnian military 
operation is being executed. Shelton seeks to reassure senators that 
American involvement will remain limited, but acknowledges that he is 
uncertain about the exit strategy and leaves open the possibility that 
some U.S. troops could remain in support of a possible international 
force to ensure stability. (The Washington Post, 
09/10/1997) 

November Iraq calls for the immediate expulsion of UN arms inspectors working in 
their country. In response, the UN says it will pull out inspection teams 
and leave a skeletal staff in Baghdad. President Clinton calls Iraq's 
decision "an unacceptable challenge" to the international community. 
Following a meeting with Shelton, Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright, Secretary of Defense William Cohen, and other advisors on 



national security, Clinton says he will pursue the issue "in a very 
determined way." The House International Relations Committee passes a 
resolution backing U.S. military action against Iraq if needed. The UN 
Security Council unanimously adopts a resolution condemning Iraq for 
impeding the UN-mandated inspections efforts. (Reuters News, 
11/13/1997) 

December Clinton announces a general commitment to keeping U.S. military forces 
in Bosnia for an indefinite period past the original June 1998 deadline. 
Seeking to diffuse critics of the move, Shelton cautions that reducing the 
number of American forces in Bosnia without also cutting back on their 
peacekeeping responsibilities would raise the risk to U.S. soldiers. 
Shelton says that maintaining a sizable presence could allow for more 
rapid implementation of the Dayton peace accords, the key to an 
eventual, complete U.S. withdrawal. "If we wanted to back off of the 
civil implementation missions and revert to just separation of the 
warring factions, then we could do that with a smaller force," he says. 
"But long-term implementation of the Dayton accords is the best 
method for being able to reduce our forces and ultimately leave Bosnia 
with a sustained peace." (The Washington Post, 12/20/1997) 

1998 

August The Washington Post reports an erosion of combat strength and troop 
morale across all military branches. Senior military leaders continue to 
affirm that U.S. forces could, if necessary, fight and win two major 
regional wars nearly simultaneously, as they are designed to do. But 
after years of asserting they were holding the line on military readiness, 
defense officials have begun acknowledging a disturbing drop in some 
key readiness indicators and are preparing privately to petition the White 
House for a boost in military spending. Reflecting this shortcoming, 
Helton raises from "moderate" to "high" the official estimate of the 
amount of risk that would be involved in closing out the second of two 
major wars. The change is significant because it represents a consensus 
among top commanders that achieving a U.S. victory would likely take 
longer and result in many more casualties than previously assumed. 
Republicans in Congress have joined with senior military officials in 
pushing for an increase in defense spending; many have criticized the 
Clinton Administration for cutting back too far in the post-Cold War era. 
(The Washington Post, 08/13/1998) 

Clinton authorizes American cruise missiles to strike paramilitary 
training camps in Afghanistan and a Sudanese pharmaceutical plant that 
U.S. intelligence identified as a chemical weapons facility, in retaliation 
for the twin bombings on U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. 
"Today, we have struck back," Clinton says during a surprise press 



conference at Martha's Vineyard before cutting his vacation short to 
return to Washington. Shelton emphasizes prevention over retribution in 
explaining the operation, noting that there were specific and imminent 
warnings of further terrorism by Osama bin Laden's al-Qaeda 
organization against U.S. citizens or interests abroad. "This is not 
simply a response to some specific act, but a concerted effort to defend 
U.S. citizens and our interests around the globe against a very real and a 
very deadly terrorist threat," he says. In his memoir, Clinton recalls 
asking Shelton and Special Assistant to the President on Global Issues 
and Multilateral Affairs Richard Clarke to develop options for dropping 
commando forces into Afghanistan to further pursue the al-Qaeda 
threat. (Bill Clinton, My Life, p. 804; The Washington Post, 08/21/1998) 

U.S. officials insist that the strikes in Afghanistan and Sudan should not 
be seen simply as retaliation for the bombing of U.S. embassies in Kenya 
and Tanzania. Instead, officials say, the blows mark a fundamental 
change in the country's long-term approach to dealing with terrorism. 
Defense experts suggest that the U.S. has for some time been putting in 
place the machinery and policies for pursuing a more aggressive 
approach to terrorism. They point to the appointment of Shelton, the 
first Special Operations Commander ever to serve as Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, as an indication of this new commitment. 
Furthermore, the Clinton Administration has boosted the support 
provided to military operations, including counterterrorism, by the 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and other intelligence units. (The 
Christian Science Monitor, 08/24/1998) 

November Following a meeting with Shelton, Cohen, and national security adviser 
Samuel R. Berger, Clinton announces that the U.S. will refrain from 
launching air strikes against Iraq. Clinton had ordered military action 
against Iraq on Friday 
night, put it on hold for a day, and finally called it off around 3 a.m. 
ET Sunday. After authorizing the attacks of Friday, news emerged that 
the Iraqi government was sending a letter to the UN outlining the 
terms for weapons inspections. A series of letters and counter threats 
ensued, as the American and British governments continued to argue 
that the Iraqi conditions were too stringent. But the Iraqis finally set 
terms acceptable to Clinton and his military advisers. (USA Today, 
11/16/1998) 

December After standing down three times in the past year in confrontations with 
Saddam Hussein over UN weapons inspections, U.S. and British forces 
unleash "Operation Desert Fox" over Iraq. Cohen says that the goal of 
the operation is to "degrade [Hussein's] capacity to threaten his 
neighbors and his capacity to deliver weapons of mass destruction as 
well as manufacture them." Shelton states that planning for the attack 



 

began Nov. 15, the day after Hussein announced that he would 
cooperate with UN weapons inspectors. On Nov. 14, U.S. aircraft were 
already on their way to Iraq when Clinton ordered them back just 
hours before they reached their targets. Then, Clinton warned Hussein 
that if he did not follow through on his pledge of cooperation with 
inspectors, the U.S. would strike without warning. "We do not use 
force lightly. We did not do so today," Cohen states. "But Iraq has 
exhausted patience. It has exhausted all options but the use of force." 
Shelton adds: "The time for watching has ended." (USA Today, 
12/17/1998) 

 
1999 

January Cohen announces the Administration's plans to develop a missile 
defense system, with Clinton's 2000 budget earmarking more than 
$10.5 billion over the next six years. "This is not an abstract, theoretical 
threat," says Shelton. "The threat is real today." Until now, the White 
House has been cool to missile defense because of the expense and the 
potential need for renegotiating the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty, 
which limits research and development of missile defense technologies. 
(USA Today, 01/21/1999) 

 
February  Pentagon officials state that U.S. troops would likely be part of a   
  peacekeeping force in Kosovo for three or more years should the warring 

 factions reach a ceasefire agreement. Cohen and Shelton say it is 
 "premature" to talk about how big the U.S. commitment of ground forces 

  would be, but suggest it could reach 4,000. The final number, they say,  
  will depend on how many NATO troops are committed. "Our numbers  
  could be very low, down maybe possibly as low as 2,000 to 4,000,"  
  Shelton states in testimony before the Senate Armed Services Committee.  
  Cohen stresses that the Serbs and the rebels are still a long way from any  
  lasting cease-fire deal, even though they may meet this weekend to  
  consider a U.S.-sponsored plan. (Houston Chronicle, 02/04/1999) 

April   In a somber White House meeting, Shelton presents an analysis to Clinton
  and his Cabinet on the military options in Kosovo. There is a danger, he
  tells them, that far from helping to contain Serb actions in Kosovo, air
  strikes might provoke Serb soldiers into greater acts of butchery. Air 
  strikes alone, Shelton states, cannot stop Serb forces from executing 
  Kosovars. There is also the possibility of the Serbs retaliating elsewhere,
  provoking supporters in neighboring regions into violence against 
  Americans or even attacking NATO troops in Macedonia. However,
  following the Serbs' rejection of a peace agreement with Kosovo's ethnic
  Albanians, NATO follows through on its threats to commence bombing to
  curb Serbian violence against the Albanians in Kosovo. NATO allies
  portray the bombing as the result of Serbian President Slobodan  



 

  Milosevic's refusal to compromise on his assault against Albanians in
   Kosovo. In an emotional, 11th-hour televised speech, Clinton warns that
   the attack means war in Europe, and "maybe more." Soon after the 
   speech, NATO launches its air strikes. But far from halting their offensive
   in Kosovo, the Serbs continue stepping up operations as NATO bombs
   fall. Satellite imagery and intelligence reports indicate that several 
   villages are burning after being ransacked by Milosevic's forces who, in
   the words of U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, are leaving a
   trail of "massacred people with slit throats." (The Toronto Star, 
   03/28/1999) 

Testifying before the Senate Armed Services Committee, Cohen and
  Shelton say the military operation in Kosovo could last a year, cost about
  $16 billion and produce a high number of casualties. The risk for U.S. 

forces in the Balkans is escalating, both men say, despite the fact that 
NATO has no plans to introduce ground troops into Kosovo. They are 
vague on the question of whether the U.S. is at war with Yugoslavia and 
whether the Kosovo Liberation Army (ICLA) should be supplied with 
arms. But on the question of possible U.S. casualties, Shelton states that 
the risk remains "very real and very high." He adds that U.S. forces face 
three enemies: rugged terrain, bad weather and "robust, multilayered and 
integrated air defenses." Reaction to the testimony ranges from bitter 
frustration that the operation is too little and too late to anger that it is 
being undertaken at all. (USA Today, 04/16/1999 

May NATO bombs hit the Chinese Embassy in Belgrade, setting it ablaze and sending  
the city into total darkness. Chinese officials in Beijing say two embassy 
workers are killed, 20 are wounded, and two are missing. Yugoslav 
officials had been edging closer to discussing a peace agreement earlier in 
the day, prompting a flurry of diplomatic activity around the world. But 
the attack on the embassy threatens to jeopardize the earlier progress. 
Clinton recalls meeting with Shelton, Cohen, and Berger "several times a 
week" to go over targets in Yugoslavia "to maximize damage to 
Milosevic's aggression while minimizing civilian casualties," but 
expresses that he was "dumbfounded and deeply upset" upon learning of 
the mistaken bombing of the Chinese Embassy. (Bill Clinton, My Life, 
p.855; The Boston Globe, 05/08/1999) 

June NATO suspends its 79-day bombing campaign against Serbian forces. "I 
can report to the American people that we have achieved a victory for a 
safer world, for our democratic values, and for a stronger America," 
President Clinton says in a televised address. In his memoir, Clinton 
credits the skill and determination of his national security team. "Even 
though when the bombing wasn't over in a week we were constantly 
second-guessed, Bill Cohen and Hugh Shelton had remained convinced 
that the air campaign would work if we could hold the coalition together 



for two months," Clinton recalls. The United Nations Security Council 
passes a resolution for a NATO-led force of nearly 50,000 soldiers to 
keep the peace in Kosovo and ensure the refugees' safe return and 
resettlement. About 4,000 U.S. troops, equally divided between Marines 
and Army soldiers from the 82nd Airborne Division, will be in the first 
wave of 23,000 international peacekeepers in Kosovo, says Shelton. The 
province is being divided into five military sectors run by the British, 
Germans, French, Italians, and Americans. The force will grow to 50,000, 
including 7,000 Americans, who will be in place in the next four weeks, 
Shelton states. (The Boston Globe, 06/11/1999)  

September Soon after the end of the Kosovo crisis, a significant debate within the 
Senate, as well as the media, begins over whether the U.S. should 
intervene in another humanitarian crisis in East Timor. "It is now clear 
that the Indonesian military is aiding and abetting the militia violence," 
Clinton says. "This is simply unacceptable." Clinton does not say what 
the U.S. will do to back up that stance, but Shelton states at a 
congressional hearing that the U.S. will supply military planners to 
Australia if it gets UN authorization to lead an international peacekeeping 
force into East Timor. Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman John 
Warner (R-VA), during a hearing to confirm Shelton to a second term as 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, asks Shelton if he thinks sending 
logistical support to East Timor peacekeepers might involve U.S. forces 
in the mission. Shelton replies that there is now no "overwhelming U.S. 
national interest" that would call for sending U.S. troops to East Timor. 
(Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 09/11/1999) 

October Cohen establishes a new military command in Norfolk, Virginia, that will 
direct troops and equipment in response to terrorist attacks on U.S. soil. 
Shelton joins Cohen at ceremonies establishing U.S. Joint Forces 
Command and retiring the U.S. Atlantic Command. The new command is 
intended to make sure U.S. troops are prepared to fight abroad or to 
respond if terrorists strike with nuclear, chemical or biological weapons. 
Federal troops have been legally barred since 1878 from taking part in 
domestic law enforcement. Only the National Guard performs those 
tasks when local authorities are overwhelmed. But terrorist incidents in 
recent years have prompted Congress and the Clinton Administration to 
ease some restrictions. (USA Today, 10/08/1999) 

Clinton sends a formal letter to the Senate asking them to postpone a vote 
on the ratification of the nuclear test ban treaty out of fear that proponents 
of the treaty, which the Administration supports, lack the two-thirds 
majority needed for ratification. The Administration fears that defeat in 
the Senate could sink the treaty for good, not just with the United States, 
but with other key countries, such as Russia, China, and India, that are 
waiting on U.S. ratification before submitting the treaty for ratification 



themselves. Shelton, Cohen, and Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
appear on television to make the case for postponing the vote as a means 
for ratifying a treaty the Administration sees as an important part of its 
foreign policy. (The Independent-London, 10/12/1999) 

2000 

October  Suicide bombers attack the Navy destroyer USS Cole while in port in 
Yemen, killing 17 soldiers aboard. Following the attack, Shelton 
states, "Those who perpetrated this act of terror should also never 
forget that America's memory is long, and our reach, longer." (Plain 
Dealer-Cleveland 10/19/2000) 

November   Shelton travels to Beijing for four days of talks with top Chinese 
generals in an effort to improve relations between the countries' 
militaries. China broke off military ties eighteen months earlier 
following the U.S. bombing of the Chinese Embassy in Belgrade. The 
trip is the first by a Joint Chiefs Chairman in three years. (The 
Washington Post, 11/04/2000) 

Speaking during a conference on 21st Century security strategy, 
Shelton says it would be naïve for the next President to think he could 
stop using the military from engaging in peacekeeping and other 
noncombat missions overseas. "It is naïve to think that the military 
will become involved in only those areas that affect our vital national 
interests," says Shelton. (The Washington Post, 11/17/2000) 

December  One day after Governor George W. Bush (R-TX) is officially named 
President-elect of the United States, Shelton tells the National Press 
Club that the military is facing "an unsustainable burden" due to aging 
equipment, shrinking forces, and increased operations overseas. The 
speech is viewed as part of an effort by top military leaders to receive 
increased military spending under the new Administration. (The New 
York Times, 12/15/2000) 

2001 

January The U.S. military holds a ceremony for President Clinton celebrating his 
eight years as Commander-in-Chief Shelton and Secretary Cohen co-
host the event at Fort Myer. During his remarks, Shelton says, 
"President Clinton, on quality-of-life issues for members of our armed 
forces, you stood tall," thanking Clinton for supporting pay increases 
and reforms in the health and retirement systems for military personnel. 
(The Washington Post, 01/11/2001) 



On the 20th, George W. Bush is sworn in as the nation's 43rd President of 
the United States. Shelton, whose term as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
expires at the end of September, continues his position as the top military 
official. 

July The Pentagon is reportedly deadlocked over Secretary of Defense 
Donald Rumsfeld's plans to overhaul the U.S. military. Shelton says he 
is generally satisfied with Rumsfeld's review, but "there's a lot of 
anxiety associated with the process." (The Washington Post, 
07/14/2001) 

September On the 11th, Islamic extremists from the al-Qaeda terrorist group hijack 
and down four civilian airliners, killing 2,973 people. Two of the 
aircrafts hit the World Trade Center's Twin Towers, causing both 
buildings to collapse. The third aircraft hits the Pentagon, while the 
fourth crashes in southwest Pennsylvania outside the town of 
Shanksville. Jet fighters patrol over New York and Washington, and 
warships cruise along the coasts in case they are needed to protect 
against further attacks. U.S. forces worldwide are placed on their highest 
state of alert. On the issue of America's response, Shelton says, "I have 
no intentions of discussing today what comes next. But make no 
mistake about it: your armed forces are ready." (The New York Times, 
09/12/2001) 

Speaking with Secretary Rumsfeld, Shelton gives no timetable for 
military action in response to the 9/11 attacks, and says it will take time 
to devise an effective war plan against al-Qaeda and its supporters. 
However, Shelton assures the public that "soon, we're going to ask [U.S. 
troops] to take on the tremendous responsibility" of "hunting down and 
destroying the [terrorist] groups." (Daily News-New York, 09/28/2001) 

October On the 1st, Shelton's term as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs ends. He is 
replaced by Air Force General Richard Myers. An hour-long tribute at 
Fort Myer, attended by Secretary Rumsfeld, is held to commemorate 
Shelton's 38 years of military service. In his remarks, Shelton says of the 
war on terror, "I'm proud to report to you and the President, we are 
ready." (The San Diego Union-Tribune, 10/02/2001) 



GENERAL HUGH SHELTON SUGGESTED TOPICS 
Prepared by B.J. Bloom 
Miller Center, University of Virginia, 04/26/2006 

United States Army General: 1993-1996 
•  When did you first meet Bill Clinton? What were your early impressions of him? 
•  Did you notice any significant changes from the Bush Administration 

to the Clinton Administration from your position in the Army? 
•  Assess the relationship between the Clinton Administration and the military 

during the first term. Describe the military's reactions to some of Clinton's 
early policies (i.e. gays in the military, bottom-up review, etc.). How did this 
change over time? 

•  Discuss your role as Commander of U.S. forces in Haiti. Describe your 
interactions with Clinton during this operation. Assess your relations with 
other key members of the foreign policy team (Christopher, Aspin, Lake, 
Powell) during this period. 

•  Describe your appointment as chief of U.S. Special Operations Command. 
What were the key issues you confronted in this position? 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
•  Discuss your appointment as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Did 

you have any discussions with Clinton about his expectations of you in 
this role? What did you do to prepare yourself for this job? 

•  How was the Office of the Joint Chiefs of Staff organized during your 
tenure? Was this different than under your predecessor or from previous 
administrations? 

•  What did you understand to be the broad military and security strategy for the 
Clinton Administration? Did this mark a departure from previous strategies? 
How did these policies change over the course of the second term? 

•  How often did you meet with the President? What were your early impressions of 
Clinton's grasp of foreign and defense policy? Did these impressions change over 
time? 

•  With whom did you work most closely on the Clinton foreign policy team? 
Evaluate your relationships with other senior officials on the foreign policy 
team and with key members of the White House staff. 

•  Discuss your relationships with the Defense Secretaries within the Clinton 
Administration. Compare and contrast the operating styles of William Perry and 
William Cohen. 

•  Discuss your interactions with major White House offices (Legislative Affairs, 
Communications, Political Affairs, etc.) and executive departments (State, CIA, 
NSA, etc.). 



•  Describe your interactions with Congress. What issues and events proved most 
contentious? Characterize the debate over military spending during your time as 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

•  Assess Clinton's relationship with the military during your tenure as 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Was this notably different from the 
first term? 

•  Discuss the conflict with Iraq over UN weapons inspections. Characterize the 
decision-making process among Clinton's foreign policy team and the 
interaction between the Administration and the UN. 

•  What role did you have in formulating U.S. and NATO policy in Kosovo? 
Were there any large-scale problems among the NATO allies on how to 
coordinate defense policies and implement military strategies on the ground? 

•  How did the Administration deal with the rising threat of global terrorism? 
How did your experience as commander in chief of Special Operations 
Command influence your approach to the threat of terrorism? 

•     Characterize the response to the bombings of American embassies in Africa. 
What viable options were presented for responding to these attacks? 

•     Comment on your role in the debate over nuclear non-proliferation. 
 

The Clinton Presidency in Retrospect 
•     What do you consider your greatest accomplishment as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff? 
•     What were the strengths and weaknesses of the Clinton Administration in the realm of 

defense   and military policy? How would rate the President as a strategic thinker?  
•     Comment on President Clinton as a foreign policy leader and as a military leader.  
•     How should the Clinton Administration be viewed by future historians? What is the 

legacy of President Clinton’s foreign policy?  
•     Evaluate President Clinton as a world leader. How did foreign heads of state and 

military commanders view Clinton? Were there any common misconceptions?  



TIMELINES 

• General Hugh Shelton News Timeline, prepared by B.J. Bloom, Miller Center, 
University of Virginia, 03/16/2007. 

• Timeline of the Clinton Presidency, prepared by Robbie Robinson, Miller Center, 
University of Virginia, 05/30/2002. 

• "The Clinton Presidency: Eight Years of Peace, Progress, and Prosperity," U.S. 
National Archives and Records Administration, 
<http://clinton5.nara.gov/VVH/Accomplishments/eightyears-02.html> 
(06/12/2002). 



SELECTED WRITINGS AND PUBLIC STATEMENTS BY GENERAL HUGH SHELTON 

• General Henry Shelton, "Readiness of U.S. Forces," statement prepared for 
Senate Aimed Service Committee, 09/29/1998. 

• "Interview on the Newshour with Jim Lehrer," General Hugh Shelton, Defense 
Secretary William Cohen, Newshour with Jim Lehrer, 04/01/1999. 

• "Joint Statement of William S. Cohen and General Henry H. Shelton, Senate Armed 
Services Committee Hearing on Kosovo: After-Action Review," statement prepared 
for Senate Armed Services Committee, 10/14/1999. 



UNITED STATES ARMY GENERAL: 1993-1996 

Haiti 
• John Kifner, "American Commanders Give Cedras a Warning," The New York 

Times, 09/22/1994. 

• Larry Rohter, "Military Leader in Haiti Resigns, Vowing to Leave," The New York 
Times, 10/11/1994. 

Special Operations Command 
• Brian Edwards, "MacDill Special Forces Chief Installed," The Tampa Tribune, 

03/01/1996. 



CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

• Steven Komarow, "Candidate for Joint Chiefs Job Cut from Different Mold," USA 
Today, 07/17/1997. 

• "Enter Action Man," The Economist, 08/09/1997. 

• Patrick J. Sloyan, "A Green Beret They Call ‘Huge’,” The Seattle Times, 09/10/1997. 

• David Stout, "General Who Sets Pace," The New York Times, 09/17/1997. 

• Elaine Sciolino and Steven Lee Meyers, "Military Chief Hits the Ground 
Learning," The New York Times, 12/05/1997. 



KEY ISSUES AND EVENTS AS CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF 
STAFF 

Congressional Relations 
•     Bradley Graham and Eric Pianin, "Military Readiness, Morale Show Strain," 

The Washington Post, 08/13/1998. 
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