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1966-1968 Mitchell serves as State Chairman of the Maine Democratic Party. 
 
1972 Deputy Director of Senator Edmund Muskie’s 1972 presidential campaign. 
 
1974 Mitchell makes unsuccessful run for governor of Maine.  

 
1977 Mitchell accepts post of U.S. Attorney for the District of Maine. 
 
1979 President Jimmy Carter appoints Mitchell a U.S. District Court Judge.  
 
1980 Mitchell is appointed to the U.S. Senate by Maine Governor Joseph Brennan to 

complete the term of Edmund Muskie who is appointed U.S. Secretary of State. 
 
1982 Mitchell is reelected to the U.S. Senate capturing 61% of the vote. 

 
1988 Mitchell is reelected to the U.S. Senate winning a record 81% of the vote.  
 
1989  Mitchell is elected Senate Majority Leader.  He holds this position until his 

retirement from the Senate in 1995. 
 

1992 During the presidential campaign, Clinton promises a health care plan during 
“the first 100 days.”  He reiterates this position during the transition, the 
president-elect said, “If we don’t do something on health care . . . it’s going to 
bankrupt the country.” (1994 Congressional Quarterly Almanac, Washington 
D.C.: Congressional Quarterly, Inc., p. 321; The Washington Post, 01/26/1993) 

 
October Senate Majority Leader Mitchell sends letters to Senators John F. Kerry (D-MA), 

Joseph R. Biden Jr. (D-DE) Claiborne Pell (D-RI) asking their committees to 
investigate the State Department’s role in a Freedom of Information Act request 
related to Bill Clinton’s draft and citizenship status while a Rhodes Scholar at 
Oxford University.  The controversy involves alleged Republican efforts during 
the campaign to find evidence that Clinton had considered renouncing his U.S. 
citizenship because of opposition to the Vietnam War and attempted to avoid the 
draft between 1969 and 1970.  (The Boston Globe, 10/15/1992). 

  
November Mitchell heralds President-elect Clinton as a “new Democrat,” and states that 

congressional Democrats will work closely with Clinton to implement his 
“Rebuild America” plan.  The plan, which outlines the incoming 
Administration’s intentions for its first 100 days, includes a short-term economic 
growth package, deficit reduction, and health-care reform. (The Christian 
Science Monitor, 11/09/1992) 

 



  

 At a news conference on health care, Mitchell states that “making good prenatal 
care available to every pregnant American woman” would reduce health care 
costs by reducing the incidence and costs associated with premature births. (The 
Washington Post, 11/11/1992)

 
On the 15th, Clinton meets with Mitchell and other Democratic congressional 
leaders at the Governor’s mansion in Little Rock.  After more than three hours of 
talks, Mitchell states that they had "lengthy and detailed discussions on a new 
beginning'' for government under Democratic control.  Before arriving in Little 
Rock, Mitchell praised Clinton's focus on the economy but did not subscribe to 
all the president-elect's fiscal proposals.  “I think he's right on track in focusing 
the campaign, transition and, hopefully, the early days of his administration on 
the economy,” Mitchell tells NBC's Meet the Press.  Mitchell refuses in the 
earlier interview, however, to endorse Clinton's campaign pledge for a middle-
class tax cut. "That's a decision for him . . . . [My] view is that it's one of many 
options that ought to be considered,'' said Mitchell.  (Houston Chronicle, 
11/16/1992) 

   
Mitchell states that the Administration should attempt to complete the 
controversial health care reform package during the first session of the new 
Congress. (The Washington Post, 11/19/1992) 

 
December Mitchell condemns outgoing President Bush’s pardons of Caspar Weinberger and 

other Iran-Contra defendants.  He calls the pardons “wrong” as they show 
“contempt for democratic processes and the rule of law.”  He states that, “our 
system of government cannot function effectively if the legislative branch has no 
assurance of the truthfulness of the officials of the executive branch which come 
before it.” (Houston Chronicle, 12/25/1992) 
  

1993 
 
January Mitchell expresses his desire expedite the nomination approval process so that 

the Senate will be ready to vote on Clinton nominees as soon as possible. "I don't 
know if there will be any controversy over any of the nominees," says Mitchell in 
a telephone interview from Maine. "I hope we're going to be able to confirm 
them soon after the inaugural."  According to media reports, Ron Brown and 
Donna Shalala stand as the most likely nominees to be challenged by 
Republicans. (The Associated Press, 01/03/1993) 

 
As the Administration formulates its official China policy, Mitchell reiterates his 
support of a tougher line towards China.  Mitchell previously was critical of 
China’s Most Favored Nation (MFN) status under the Bush administration.  In 
1990, Mitchell endorsed the idea of restricting China’s MFN status unless it 
eased political repression.  A Mitchell aide states that “we’re not going away . . . 
We can’t back away from where we’ve been [on China] for the past four years.” 
(Los Angeles Times, 01/25/1993) 
 

  



  

 On the 25th, President Clinton appoints his wife, Hillary Rodham Clinton, to head 
a task force responsible for drafting a comprehensive overhaul of the nation’s 
health care system.  The goals given to the task force are to provide universal 
coverage and to cut rising health care costs.  Mitchell notes that “choices will be 
difficult . . . mistakes will be made that need correction.” (1994 Congressional 
Quarterly Almanac, p. 321; The Washington Post, 01/26/1993) 

 
 President Clinton meets with congressional leaders from both parties to discuss 

his legislative agenda.  One topic of discussion is the Administration’s 
commitment to lift the military’s ban on homosexuals.  After the meeting, when 
asked about the prospects of any potential Administration policy change on the 
issue being rejected by Congress, Mitchell says he is confident “it will be all 
worked out beforehand.” (The Washington Post, 01/27/1993) 

 
February       President Clinton’s economic advisors tell the Democratic congressional  
        leadership that the Administration will propose a $31 billion short-term  
        economic stimulus bill.  The stimulus package includes new spending to create 
        jobs as well as business tax breaks. In addition to Mitchell, other Democratic  
        leaders briefed include Senate Finance Committee Chairman Daniel Patrick  
        Moynihan (D-NY) and Senate Budget Committee Chairman James Sasser (D- 
        TN). (Chicago Sun-Times, 02/02/1993) 
 
        On the 4th, the Senate approves “Operation Restore Hope” giving congressional 
        authorization for U.S. military deployments in Somalia.  Former President Bush 
        had previously deployed troops under U.N. Security Council Resolution 794  
        without gaining formal congressional approval.  Some in the Senate express  
        concerns about the mission.  Mitchell argues that, “U.N. Security Council  
        resolutions are not a substitute for congressional authorization.” The resolution,
        which passes by voice vote, requires that if hostilities are encountered, the War 
        Powers Resolution time mechanism would trigger and the President would need 
        to return to Congress for ongoing authorization. (Ryan Hendrickson, The Clinton 
        Wars: The Constitution, Congress, and War Powers, Nashville: Vanderbilt  
        University Press, pp. 25-26) 
 
 First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton makes history as she meets with senators in a 

closed-door Capitol Hill meeting on health care reform.  After the meeting, she 
and Mitchell meet with reporters.  Mrs. Clinton states, “I think Americans know 
we have a problem, and it’s just going to take a lot of hard work by a lot of us 
working together to come up with a [solution].”  Mitchell adds, “ This [meeting] 
is part of an ongoing process . . . . which we hope and expect will culminate in 
the historic enactment of comprehensive health care reform legislation in this 
year.”  (The New York Times, 02/05/1993) 

 
 The Senate votes 71-27 to pass the Family and Medical Leave Act.  The bill, 

which passed the House 247-152 allows employees of companies with more than 
50 workers up to 12 weeks of unpaid leave to take care of family 

 



          
    
 emergencies.  The bill’s passage gives President Clinton his first legislative 

victory.  Mitchell argues that, “The decade of gridlock has ended . . . . [T]he 
decade of progress now opens before us.” Prior to the vote, Senate Republicans 
threatened Mitchell with a filibuster of the bill unless given the opportunity to 
vote also on maintaining the ban on gays and lesbians in the armed services.  
After initially rejecting the demand, Mitchell reached an agreement with 
Minority Leader Bob Dole (R-KS) to allow the vote to take place.  Republicans 
lost the vote 62-37 as seven Republican broke ranks to vote with a unified block 
of Democrats.  (Newsday, 02/04/1993; The Washington Post, 02/08/1993) 

 
 The Administration acknowledges that the President’s economic program will 

ask Americans earning more than $ 30,000 to pay higher taxes and that the 
wealthy will pay more in taxes than previously suggested.  President Clinton 
promises, however, that the middle class will be spared "raw pain." (The 
Washington Post, 02/17/1993) 

 
 On the 17th, in a nationally televised address to a joint session of Congress, 

Clinton appeals for passage of his four-year, $496 billion plan to revive the 
economy and reduce the deficit.  He warns that failure to pass the program will 
"condemn our children and our children's children to a lesser life than we 
enjoyed." He argues that, "government spending must be cut and taxes must be 
raised" in order to reverse a cycle of rising deficits and declining investment seen 
as being responsible for the nation's lingering economic troubles.  Mitchell calls 
the President’s plan "tough, but fair." (The Boston Globe, 02/18/1993; Los 
Angeles Times, 02/18/1993) 
 

 Standing in front of a large sign containing the quote, “If you pass the Brady Bill, 
I’ll sure sign it,” taken from President Clinton’s State of the Union address, 
Mitchell announces the reintroduction of the gun control measure.  Referring to 
the quote, Mitchell states, “Mr. President, we intend to do just that.” Mitchell is 
joined in the press conference by Acting Attorney General Stuart Gerson, a 
holdover from the Bush Administration. (The Washington Post, 02/23/1993; The 
New York Times, 03/14/1993) 

 
 According to media reports, the White House and Democratic congressional 

leaders agree to hold concurrent debates and votes on major spending and tax 
sections of President Clinton’s economic plan.  Clinton asks congressional 
leaders “to put the budget resolution on a fast track so we [can] lock in the 
spending cuts as soon as possible.”  (Houston Chronicle, 02/24/1993) 
 

 Mitchell and House Speaker Tom Foley (D-WA) present a proposal to eliminate 
1,400, or 4%, of 35,000 congressional staff positions and to cut overall 
administrative costs by 14% by 1997.  According to media reports, the proposal 
signals Congress’ willingness to reduce its expenses in light of the budget deficit 
and difficult economic environment. (The Seattle Times, 02/26/1993) 

 
 



  

March Mitchell appears on CBS’s Face the Nation to discuss health care.  He states that 
he would like to combine the proposed health care reform legislation 

 with the President’s economic package, arguing it would be “the best way” to 
assure both proposals are passed.  He also suggests that Congress would likely 
support an increase on cigarette taxes as a means of funding some of the costs of 
the new program. During the television appearance, Mitchell also discussed the 
President’s economic package, stating that, “We in the Congress will come up 
with additional spending cuts over and above those which the President has 
proposed.  That’s my intention.”  (The Boston Globe, 03/01/1993, The Chicago 
Sun-Times, 03/01/1993) 

 
 On the 3rd, Rep. Jim McDermott (D-WA) introduces legislation that would 

establish a Canadian-style, single-payer health care system in the United States.  
(1994 Congressional Quarterly Almanac, p. 321) 
 

 With Mitchell and other members of Congress present, Clinton signs legislation 
which amends the Emergency Unemployment Compensation Act.  At the 
signing, the President argues that the amendments will create new jobs and 
extend compensation benefits.  The legislation provides retraining opportunities 
and reemployment services to workers who have been displaced due to the 
recession.  The new law is expected to benefit 1.5 million unemployed 
Americans.  (Statement on Signing the Emergency Unemployment 
Compensation Amendments of 1993, Public Papers of President William J. 
Clinton, 03/04/1993) 

 
 Members of Congress in districts where military facilities are targeted for closure 

by the 1993 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission argue that 
regional political partisanship has led to unfair targeting of facilities in the South 
and California.  Some complain that Mitchell’s interest in the Portsmouth (N.H.) 
Naval Shipyard kept it off the closure list.  Mitchell is seen as a booster of the 
base which sits on the border between Maine and New Hampshire. (The Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution, 03/12/1993) 

 
 As the first summit meeting between President Clinton and Yeltsin approaches, 

Mitchell tells reporters that attempts to “save” Russia through large amounts of 
U.S. aid is not politically feasible and would not be successful if tried.  He states, 
“the future of Russia will be determined primarily by the Russian people 
themselves.”  The comments reflect concerns about the stability of the 
presidency of Boris Yeltsin and comments from the Administration as to how 
best to support Russian reform. Mitchell says that he does not expect Clinton to 
ask Congress for a “huge and politically unrealistic” aid package. (The Boston 
Globe, 03/16/1993) 

 
 The President calls the passage of his budget and jobs bill in the House “a 

wonderful beginning.”  Mitchell predicts that in the Senate “the President would 
get close to what the President submitted.”  However, according to media reports, 
some feel the Administration will be forced to accept cuts or delays in its 



          
    
 stimulus package as at least six conservative Democrats express doubts about the 

President’s program. (The Buffalo News, 03/19/1993) 
 
 Mitchell is mentioned as a potential nominee to fill the seat of Supreme Court 

Justice Byron R. White who announced his decision to step down on the 19th. 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg is eventually nominated by President Clinton to replace 
Justice White.  (The Boston Globe, 03/20/1993; St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 
03/20/1993) 

 
 On the 23rd, the Senate begins debating amendments to President Clinton’s 

budget package.  The $1.5 trillion budget includes tax hikes and spending cuts 
intended to reduce the federal deficit by $502 billion over five years.  While 
discussions continue on the budget, the Administration also intensifies its 
lobbying efforts on behalf of its related $16.3 billion economic stimulus package. 
(Newsday, 03/24/1993) 
 

 On the 24th, the Senate rejects a Republican effort to kill the Administration’s 
proposed tax increase on Social Security recipients.  In the 52-47 vote, four 
Democrats vote with a united Republican block. During the debate, Mitchell 
argues, “Our colleagues are now making an effort to derail President Clinton’s 
momentum . . . . [Do] we want to give President Clinton a chance, or do we want 
to torpedo President Clinton’s program before it gets under way?” (Houston 
Chronicle, 03/24/1993) 

 
 On the 25th, Mitchell meets with German Chancellor Helmut Kohl.  Among the 

issues discussed include the Uruguay Round of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT), U.S.–German relations, Russia, and Yugoslavia.  According 
to a Kohl spokesman, a primary reason for the visit is ongoing trade negotiations 
that hold “extraordinary importance” for Germany. (The Journal of Commerce, 
03/25/1993) 
 

 On the 25th, the Senate passes the President’s 1994 budget resolution by a 54-45 
vote.  On the same day it is announced that the Senate will next address President 
Clinton’s short-term jobs/stimulus bill.  In reference to the stimulus package, 
Mitchell acknowledges that compromises might be necessary. “I realize there are 
close margins . . . we’ll take what steps are necessary to get it as close as 
[possible] to what the President proposes.” He also warns, in light of filibuster 
threats, that “we will not leave for Easter recess until we complete the business 
that the American people expect us to complete during this legislative period.” 
(The Boston Globe, 03/26/1993; The Los Angeles Times, 03/27/1993) 
 
Democratic infighting in the Senate slows progress on the President’s economic 
stimulus package.  Senators David Boren (D–OK) and John Breaux (D-LA) 
filibuster to gain consideration of their amendment that would delay portions of 
the stimulus bill until lawmakers finish work on the budget and pass the 
Administration’s tax measure.  Senate Appropriations Committee Chair Robert 
Byrd (D-WV), who according to media reports had been actively limiting 
amendments, complains, “Are we going to put chains on [President Clinton]?



 

 Are we going to weigh him down with our little feelings of, perhaps, 
pride?  If the package is going to be filibustered, let it be filibustered 
by our friends on the other side of the aisle.”  Mitchell meets with both 
Boren and Breaux and brokers a deal between the two and the 
Administration.  Under the Mitchell brokered agreement, Boren and 
Breaux withdraw their amendment and end their filibuster in return for 
an administration agreement to delay authorizing any new spending 
not deemed "time-sensitive.” (The Washington Post, 03/27/1993; 
Houston Chronicle, 03/27/1993) 

 
 In response to criticism, the Administration abandons efforts to keep 

secret the names of the more than 500 people working on its health 
policy team.  Of the 511 names released, 130 are described as full-time 
government employees working for Congress.  Among those on the 
list is Robert Rosen, a member of Senator Mitchell’s staff. (The New 
York Times, 03/27/1993) 

 
April On the 2nd, Senate Democrats fail on their initial attempt to break a 

Republican-led filibuster of President Clinton’s economic stimulus 
bill.  The vote, 55 to 43, is five short of the 60 needed for cloture.  
Mitchell accuses Republicans of practicing “the politics of gridlock.” 
(The Washington Post, 04/03/1993; The Christian Science Monitor, 
04/05/1993) 
 
On the 4th, Mitchell begins discussions with Minority Leader Dole (R-
KS) aimed at breaking the partisan deadlock on the Administration’s 
stimulus bill. After talks fail to reach a compromise, the Senate agrees 
to put off further discussion of the legislation until after spring recess.  
Mitchell tells reporters that “no useful purpose” would be served by 
further delaying the recess in hopes of reaching an agreement.  The 
move is seen as an acknowledgement by the Administration that there 
was little hope of passing the stimulus package as currently written.  
The media reports that the Administration will now attempt to lobby 
Republicans to accept a scaled-down version of the measure. (The 
Washington Post 04/06/1993, 04/07/1993) 

 
 On the 16th, in a “good faith effort” to accommodate Republican 

concerns, the Administration offers to slice $4 billion off its $16.3 
billion stimulus spending package. The compromise is rejected by 
Republicans, leading President Clinton to ask in a speech to the AFL-
CIO, “have they no shame?”  Mitchell states, “It’s clearly pure 
politics.  Can the economy survive it  . . . . That’s really the question.”  
(The Los Angeles Times, 04/18/1993; The Washington Post, 
04/20/1993) 

 



 

 Mitchell and other Democratic leaders urge the Administration to 
respond to growing Serbian aggression in Bosnia.  Mitchell states, “If 
President Clinton proposes, as part of a multilateral effort, to end the 
arms embargo and to direct that there be some more active use of 
NATO air power to deal with Serbian aggression, it would be 
appropriate . . . . and I believe it would receive good support in the 
Congress.” (The New York Times, 04/20/1993) 

 
 On the 21st, the White House and Senate Democratic leaders give up 

the fight for the Administration’s economic stimulus package after 
failing for the fourth time in a month to break the Republican 
filibuster. After lengthy negotiations with Senate Republicans, 
Mitchell and Appropriations Committee Chairman Byrd stripped 
everything except $4 billion in emergency unemployment benefits 
from the bill.  By a voice vote, the Senate passes this final measure.  
Mitchell laments, “It was clear the Republican filibuster worked for 
them, but it did not work for the American people.” The loss 
represents the Administration’s first major congressional defeat. (The 
New York Times, 04/22/1993) 

 
 Mitchell and other Democratic leaders revive a bill vetoed by 

President Bush three times to revoke “most-favored-nation” (MFN) 
status from China unless its government makes progress towards 
curbing human rights abuses, weapons proliferation, and unfair trade 
practices.  Mitchell says he will press for the legislation in spite of an 
apparent unwillingness by the Clinton Administration to formally 
endorse the measure.  Mitchell states, “I believe that President Clinton 
shares our view that this will be helpful as a tool for forcing reforms 
by the Chinese government . . . . President Bush spurned our assistance 
. . . . I hope that President Clinton will support it.” (The Journal of 
Commerce, 04/23/1993) 

 
May Mitchell joins Senators James Exon (D-NE) and Mark Hatfield (R-

OR) in criticizing the Clinton Administration for considering a 
proposal to allow underground nuclear tests.  The Senators argue that 
continued tests are not allowed under a law that called for a 
comprehensive ban on nuclear tests. The three send a letter to 
Assistant to the President for National Security Anthony Lake to 
express their dismay about the proposal. (The Washington Post, 
05/01/1993) 

 
 On the 7th, the Administration proposes campaign reform legislation 

that offers public subsidies for television commercials to congressional 
candidates who agree to limit their spending.  The reform measure 
seeks to reduce the influence of lobbyists and political action 
committees by eliminating frequently used loopholes in current 



 

legislation.  The White House estimates that candidates, receiving 
vouchers that match small donations they collect, would draw $75 
million each year in public money.  Mitchell and other Democratic 
leaders stand behind the President during a South Lawn press 
conference introducing the measure.  Mitchell states, “the American 
people no longer have confidence in the [current] political process.” 
(The New York Times, 05/08/1993) 

 
 According to media reports, the Administration attempts to persuade 

Mitchell and Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) to support a compromise 
measure that would allow the executive branch to address the annual 
renewal of China’s MFN status.  The move would bring an end to 
years of congressional wrangling over MFN status.  Regarding the 
controversial topic, one congressional source says, “The 
Administration is sitting in the middle between us and the Chinese.” 
(The Los Angeles Times, 05/09/1993) 

 
 The Hillary Rodham Clinton led health care task force is disbanded.  

The Clintons begin work with Cabinet members and top advisers on 
fleshing out a comprehensive health care plan. (1994 Congressional 
Quarterly Almanac, p. 321) 

 
 In what is seen as a significant shift in the Administration’s position, it 

is reported that President Clinton may accede to congressional 
demands that the U.S. halt all underground nuclear tests after 1996. 
(The Washington Post, 05/15/1993) 
 

 The media reports that the Administration is moving away from 
including rigid, legally binding drug price controls in its planned 
health care legislation.  Heavy lobbying by the drug industry is seen as 
a primary reason for the shift.  Earlier, the Presidential Task Force on 
National Health Care Reform had recommended that the government 
establish a drug price review board that would set guidelines for drug 
prices. (The New York Times, 05/17/1993) 

 
 Mitchell forces action on Clinton sub-Cabinet nominations submitted 

to the Senate in previous months.  On the 18th, eight of sixteen such 
nominations are approved.  Calling for immediate action, Mitchell 
argues that while the informal practice of holds on nominees will 
continue, nominations should not be held up in order to extract 
concessions for constituents.  Mitchell tells the Senate that, “it should 
be clear that no Senator has the right to insist that the Administration 
agree with his or her position on a policy or on a project as a specific 
price to be paid for action on a nominee or on legislation.”  Mitchell 
says that he would continue to honor “reasonable requests” for delay. 
(The Washington Post, 05/19/2002) 



 

 The media reports that the White House and Democratic congressional 
leaders have decided to press for House passage of President Clinton’s 
budget and tax package without resolution of the dispute among 
Senate Democrats over the President’s proposed energy tax.  
According to one report, Mitchell advises House Speaker Thomas 
Foley (D-WA) that there is no way he could “write out a scenario” for 
resolving the Senate Democrats’ dispute over the energy tax and that 
the House would have to act without assurances. After extensive 
lobbying by the White House and pressure from Democratic 
congressional leadership, the President’s budget passed the House 
219-213.  Thirty-eight Democrats join all 175 Republicans in 
opposition.  Later, President Clinton, implores the crowd at a rally at 
Philadelphia’s City Hall to “stay with us, fight with us” as the measure 
moves to the Senate. (The Washington Post, 05/25/1993; The New 
York Times, 05/29/1993) 

June	   President Clinton meets with Mitchell, Moynihan, Treasury Secretary 
 Lloyd Bentsen and OMB Director Leon Panetta to fashion a  
 compromise of the President’s budget legislation.  While attempting to 
 maintain basic elements of the President’s proposals, Mitchell and  
 others at the meeting acknowledge that the final package would  
 contain fewer tax increases and more spending cuts than the  
 Administration had originally proposed.  (The New York Times, 
 06/08/1993; The Washington Post, 06/08/1993) 
 
 The Clinton Administration abandons its controversial proposal to tax 

energy based on its heat content after Democratic Senators warn that 
the measure will likely be defeated.  In exchange for the “BTU tax,” 
Clinton asks Senate Democrats to provide an alternative for raising 
revenue that could gain congressional approval. (The New York Times, 
06/09/1993; The Washington Post, 06/09/1993) 

 
 Mitchell states that the Senate is “exploring” several modifications to 

the Administration’s campaign finance bill. According to media 
reports, a primary concern is the public funding element of the 
measure and an expected Republican filibuster.  (The Washington 
Post, 06/11/1993) 
 

 Mitchell admonishes Democratic Senators during a closed session 
according to media reports.  He reportedly tells Senators that the 
party’s fate is tied to the successful completion of the ongoing budget 
talks and the country’s economic well-being. (The Washington Post, 
06/12/1993) 

 
 Mitchell and Moynihan announce that Senate Finance Committee 

Democrats have reached agreement on the President’s budget bill.  As 
part of the compromise, Democrats agree to replace the 



 

Administration’s “BTU-tax” with a 4.3 cents-per-gallon tax on 
transportation fuels.  In the announcement, Mitchell acknowledges that 
substantial changes have been made to the President’s original 
proposal but said that Clinton “understood and understands that there 
is a normal legislative process  . . . in which some of the results will 
not be precisely consistent with his recommendations.”  The Finance 
Committee agreement includes an additional $19 billion in Medicare 
reductions beyond the $50 billion proposed by the House. (The 
Washington Post, 06/17/1993) 

 
 On the 17th, the Senate passes campaign finance legislation by a vote 

of 60 to 38.  The Senate bill creates voluntary spending limits and 
reduces the amount that political action committees can give 
candidates.  The vote comes after the Senate votes, 62-37, to end a 
Republican filibuster of nearly three weeks.  The bill, while not 
providing direct public funding, offered reduced price television 
advertising, low-cost mailings and other incentives for Senators that 
adhere to the new spending limits. In response to the passage, 
President Clinton issues a statement saying “Today’s vote is a victory 
for the American people and a setback for the special interests.” (The 
New York Times, 06/18/1993) 

 
 On the 25th, Vice President Gore breaks a 49 to 49 tie vote in the 

Senate to secure approval of President Clinton’s deficit-reduction 
package.  Six Democrats join a united Republican party in voting 
against the bill.   In the final moments prior to the 3:00 A.M. vote, 
Mitchell argues that, “there is no alternative. . . . [If] you mean to 
reduce the deficit, you must vote for this package.”  According to 
media reports, Clinton spends much of the previous day telephoning 
wavering Democrats.  The final plan includes a Mitchell amendment, 
passed by a vote of  93 to 5, which provides an additional $3.6 billion 
in tax deductions for equipment purchases made by small businesses.  
After passage, conservative Democratic Senators warn the President to 
stay involved in the conference committee process.  Senator Boren (D-
OK) states that Clinton “can’t stand back and be neutral in the 
conference committee . . . . He’s going to have to weigh in.  Whether 
he weighs in on the side of holding the line on more spending cuts and 
less taxes, or whether he weighs in on the other side of the spectrum 
will do a lot to define him.”  Mitchell in a later interview states, “I’m 
confident we’ll be able to come up with a program with even broader 
support, by taking the best out of both the bills, but I don’t minimize 
the difficulty.” (The Washington Post, 06/25/1993, 06/26/1993) 

 



 

July The House and Senate begin negotiations to reconcile their respective 
  budget bills.  Mitchell reiterates support for some form of energy tax 
 in the final legislation, while some House Democrats express hope that 
 the energy tax will be scrapped in favor of higher tax rates on 
 corporations or wealthy Americans.  Mitchell tells reporters that, “the  
 President proposed an energy tax, the House included an energy tax, 
 the Senate included an energy tax . . . and we expect it to be included 
 in the final bill.” (The Washington Post, 07/02/1993, 07/11/1993) 
 
 President Clinton announces he is extending the U.S. moratorium on 

underground nuclear tests for at least fifteen months.  Citing the end of 
the Cold War as a reason to "redefine what it means to preserve 
security," the President argues the U.S. should explore means other 
than nuclear testing to maintain the safety, reliability and performance 
of its nuclear arsenal.  Mitchell applauds the decision, noting there is 
no longer any "need to conduct tests of nuclear weapons merely to 
demonstrate our strength." (The Washington Post, 07/04/1993) 
 

 Mitchell responds to questions about recent polls showing weakening 
public support for the President’s economic program. Supporting the 
President, Mitchell argues, “We are on the right course – and it will be 
salable.” (The Christian Science Monitor, 07/13/1993) 

 
 The media reports that an announced compromise on the President’s 

budget package has unraveled.  The news comes only a few hours after 
a White House announcement that negotiations on the compromise 
budget package had been successfully completed.  While Mitchell 
confirms that negotiators have resolved the contentious energy tax 
issue by agreeing to raise the tax on gasoline and diesel fuel by 4.3 
cents a gallon, new concerns from liberal Democrats regarding 
Medicare cuts bring negotiations to a halt.  According to reports, a 
group led by Rep. Henry A. Waxman (D-CA) is protesting a proposal 
by Senate negotiators to cut the Medicare budget by an additional $2 
billion (for a total of $56 billion) over five years.  (The New York 
Times, 07/31/1993) 

 
August Speaker Foley and Mitchell announce a basic agreement on the 

President’s budget plan and indicate they will now begin the process 
of gaining support for the compromise bill.  Mitchell predicts that “we 
have the votes; we will have the votes, this bill will pass the Senate 
later this week.”  The compromise bill retains hotly debated cuts 
totaling $56 billion over five years in Medicare spending as well as the 
4.3 cent gasoline tax.  Press Secretary Dee Dee Myers states that the 
President is pleased with the results and that the compromise “reflects 
his principles.” (The New York Times, 08/03/1993; The Washington 
Post, 08/03/1993) 



 

 On the 6th, the Senate votes to approve the compromise budget plan.  
Vice President Gore breaks the 50-50 tie vote in the Senate for the 
Administration. Six Democrats vote with 44 Republicans against the 
measure. (The New York Times, 08/07/1993) 

 
September During a television interview, Mitchell says that he would oppose a 

proposed liquor tax to pay for health care.  “I don’t think there will be 
any increase on the tax on alcohol in any form.”  He notes that an 
increase in the federal excise tax on tobacco products is the planned 
health care funding mechanism.  Mitchell indicates that the additional 
tax on cigarettes “will be sufficient for what is needed.” (Chicago Sun-
Times, 09/06/1993) 

 
 Senator Byrd proposes to cut off funds to keep U.S. troops in Somalia 

after the end of October unless Congress formally authorizes their 
continued deployment.  The media reports that Byrd’s move reflects 
broader concerns about the lack of goals in the apparently open-ended 
U.S. military presence in the country. Mitchell meets with Byrd and 
leaders of both parties in hopes of coordinating a congressional 
response to the situation.  Mitchell expresses hope for a “compromise 
[bill] that would attract bipartisan support” (The Washington Post, 
09/09/1993) 

 
 Administration officials admit that President Clinton’s health care 

reform plan, if enacted as currently written, will cost an estimated 
$700 billion over five years.  Stressing that the measure remains a 
work in progress, Administration officials propose to pay for the plan 
with the following measures: $105 billion in new taxes on cigarettes, 
alcoholic beverages and some large corporations; $259 billion from 
firms that employ Medicare and Medicaid recipients by requiring them 
to pay a portion of those employee’s health coverage; and $285 billion 
through savings realized by imposing caps on Medicare, Medicaid and 
other publicly funded health programs. When asked about the 
proposed limits on Medicaid and Medicare, Mitchell states, “The 
question is whether those costs can be controlled in a reasonable way, 
and I believe they can.”  Mitchell expresses some concern, however, 
noting that much of the proposed savings from Medicare would be 
spent on increased drug and long-term care benefits for the elderly.  “If 
it takes eight dollars out of your left pocket and puts 10 dollars into 
your right pocket, are you better off than you were before?” (The 
Washington Post, 09/10/1993) 

 
 On the 18th, Mitchell acknowledges that Democrats will need the 

support of Republicans to pass the Administration’s health care reform 
package. Acknowledging that a solid Republican opposition could kill 
the measure through a filibuster as it had previously done on other 



 

controversial legislation, he notes, “we cannot pass a bill without 
Republican support.  That’s a fact.  That is a powerful incentive to be 
open and cooperative.” (The Washington Post, 09/19/1993)  On the 
22nd, President Clinton formally unveils his health care proposal in a 
nationally televised speech to a joint session of Congress.  He argues 
that the health care system can be improved without broad-based 
taxes.  He notes that his package will generate savings in the cost of 
health care while increasing the security, choice and quality of care. 
After the speech Mitchell states, “There is a feeling of a once-in-a-
career opportunity.  It’s obviously increasingly difficult to serve in 
public life, the public holds us in such low regard . . . ultimately the 
real reward is to do something meaningful while you’re here. This is 
that opportunity.” (Address to a Joint Session of the Congress on 
Health Care Reform, Public Papers of President William J. Clinton, 
09/22/1993; The Washington Post, 09/28/1993) 

 
October Mitchell and Minority Leader Dole announce a temporary delay of a 

vote on proposals to force withdrawal of U.S. troops from Somalia.  
According to reports, the delay is intended to give the President an 
opportunity to develop policy alternatives acceptable to Congress. 
Mitchell holds meetings with Congress and the White House to find a 
compromise. (The Washington Post, 10/07/1993) 

 
 Mitchell is joined by Minority Leader Dole, Senate Armed Services 

Committee Chairman Sam Nunn (D-Ga.) and other key Senators from 
both parties in endorsing an Administration plan to increase U.S. 
combat personnel in Somalia in the short-term while preparing for 
their eventual withdrawal.  The new plan sets a March 31st deadline for 
withdrawing U.S. forces from Somalia.  Senators note that they would 
be willing to give the President an “escape hatch” from the March 31st 
deadline by specifying in the resolution that Congress could extend the 
deadline if circumstances warrant such action. (The New York Times, 
10/12/1993; The Washington Post, 10/13/1993) 

 
 On the 15th, the Senate formally endorses the President’s Somalia 

policy by 76 to 23 vote.  The final vote is taken at 1:15 A.M. after more 
than five hours of heated debate.  According to reports, the joint efforts 
of Mitchell and Dole overcome attempts by an unusual coalition of 
conservative Republicans and liberal Democrats to force a more rapid 
withdrawal of U.S. troops from the region.  (The New York Times, 
10/16/1993) 

 
 On the 18th, President Clinton warns Congress not to interfere with his 

policies towards Haiti and Bosnia.  “I thought I ought to say clearly 
today that I would strenuously oppose such attempts to encroach on 
the President’s foreign policy powers,” states Clinton.  “The President 



 

must make the ultimate decision [about committing U.S. troops].”  In a 
strongly worded letter to Mitchell and Dole, the President says he has 
“grave concerns” about potential congressional restrictions on the use 
of force in Bosnia and Haiti. “I am fundamentally opposed to 
amendments which improperly limit my ability to perform my 
constitutional duties as commander in chief, which may have 
unconstitutional provisions and which, if adopted, could weaken the 
confidence of our allies,” says Clinton. (The New York Times, 
10/19/1993; The Washington Post, 10/19/1993) On the 19th, the Senate 
rejects a Republican initiative to restrict the President’s authority to 
commit U.S. troops to international peace-keeping missions by a vote 
of 65 to 33.  Later in the week, Mitchell and Dole reach a compromise 
regarding the President’s authority to send U.S. troops abroad.  The 
Senate approves a measure that urges but does not require the 
President to seek approval prior to placing troops overseas.  According 
the Mitchell, the compromise is a necessary improvement on earlier 
Republican proposals because it does not impose “legally binding 
restrictions in advance” on the President.   Hoping to head off future 
conflict between the White House and Congress regarding peace-
keeping operations, Mitchell, Nunn and others begin work on a 
proposal to overhaul the 1973 War Powers Act to better meet the 
demands of the post-Cold War era. Mitchell states, “We’re going to 
face this problem over and over again . . . . The fundamental policy of 
the United States regarding our role in the post-Cold War world should 
be addressed in a comprehensive manner rather than by a series of 
piecemeal actions, or reactions, to particular international situations.” 
(The Washington Post, 10/20/1993, 10/23/1993) 

 
 Mitchell and House Speaker Foley acknowledge that a lack of 

consensus among Democrats in Congress regarding campaign finance 
reform legislation and that these disagreements will keep the measure 
from being voted on this year.   In his State of the Union address, 
Clinton asked Congress “to pass a real campaign finance reform bill 
this year.” Statements by Mitchell and Foley had supported that earlier 
timetable.  Mitchell, announcing the postponement, calls the 
legislation “a high priority” and says he “looks forward to completing 
action on the measure early next year.” (The Washington Post, 
10/29/1993) 

 
November Mitchell tells Senators that he has decided to put off a vote on a 

proposed balanced budget amendment until February of the following 
year.  The move comes in spite of an earlier promise to bring the 
measure to the floor late this year.  Senator Paul Simon (D-IL), chief 
Senate sponsor of the amendment, admits that it would be risky to 
have a late session vote on the measure given the staunch opposition of 
Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman Byrd.  In an earlier 



 

speech, Byrd calls the proposal “political sorcery” and warns that the 
amendment would destroy the congressional budgetary process and the 
economy.  Prior to the decision to postpone the vote, President 
Clinton, who also opposes the amendment, sends a letter to 
congressional leaders arguing that the amendment would harm 
families and necessitate “huge” tax increases as well as reductions in 
Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid benefits. (The Washington 
Post, 11/10/1993) 

 
 On the 20th, Clinton’s 1,342 page health care bill is introduced (H.R. 

3600, S. 1757).  House leaders refer the entire bill to three committees: 
the House Education and Labor Committee; the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee; and the House Ways and Means Committee.  
The Senate Labor and Human Resources Committee and the Senate 
Finance Committee compete to take the lead on the measure in the 
Senate. (1994 Congressional Quarterly Almanac, p. 321; The 
Washington Post, 11/22/1993)  After strong support and lobbying from 
the Administration, the Senate approves the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) by a vote of 61 to 38.  It earlier passed the 
House by a 234 to 200 vote. Mitchell says, “With the passage of the 
agreement, Congress affirms the leadership role of the United States in 
this hemisphere and around the world.” (The Washington Post, 
11/21/1993) 

 Mitchell’s office denies a rumor that Mitchell has agreed to become 
commissioner of major league baseball at the end of his term.  
Mitchell aide Diane Dewhirst states that Mitchell plans on running for 
reelection next November.  (The Boston Globe, 11/24/1993) 

 
 On the 24th, the Senate passes the Brady Bill, making it more difficult 

to buy handguns.  Prior to the vote, Mitchell threatens to bring 
Senators back after Thanksgiving for a recorded vote on the bill in 
order to break a Republican filibuster of the legislation. (The Boston 
Globe, 11/24/1993, 11/25/1993) 

 
 Mitchell notes that the Senate’s most vocal fiscal conservatives have 

repeatedly passed on opportunities to cut spending.  He states, “The 
ones who give the most speeches about deficit reduction never vote to 
cut spending.  Or rarely, I should say, rarely.”  An analysis of votes on 
25 cost-cutting amendments to the 1994 appropriations bills supports 
Mitchell’s statement. (The Boston Globe, 12/12/1993) 

 
 A CBS News/New York Times poll finds that 64 percent of Americans 

express a “willingness to pay higher taxes to provide health insurance 
to all Americans.”  The findings are part of an update of public opinion 
prepared for the House Ways and Means Health Subcommittee by 
Robert Blendon, head of health policy and management at the Harvard 



 

School of Public Health. (The Boston Globe, 12/12/1993) 
 

 To mark his 60th birthday, Mitchell climbs 5,270-foot Mount 
Katahdin. (The Boston Globe, 12/27/1993) 

 
1994 
 
January In his State of the Union address on the 25th, President Clinton vows to 

veto any health care bill that does not guarantee universal coverage. 
(1994 Congressional Quarterly Almanac, p. 321) 

 
March        The proposed balanced-budget amendment falls four votes shy of the   
       two-thirds votes necessary to pass.  Forty-one Republicans and 22     
                  Democrats vote for the measure which was opposed by President  
       Clinton, Mitchell and Appropriations Committee Chairman Byrd.           
        Supporters state that they will move their efforts to the House where  
        greater support is expected.  (The Christian Science Monitor,   
        03/03/1994) 
 

On the 4th, in a surprise announcement Mitchell states that he will  
not seek re-election in the fall.  Offering no specific reason, his 
released statement reads,  “No doubt some will search for other 
reasons for my decision, but there aren’t any. . . I’ve made no final 
decisions on the future.  I’ll consider other forms of public service and 
the private sector.”  It is speculated that the announcement clears the 
way for Mitchell to become a Supreme Court justice or the 
commissioner of baseball.  (The New York Times, 03/05/1994) 
 
The Senate votes 98-0 to hold hearings on the Whitewater scandal.  
According to media reports, Mitchell brings word of the vote to the 
Administration during the President’s St. Patrick’s Day gala.  (The 
Washington Post, 03/24/1994) 
 

April        Justice Harry A. Blackmun announces his plans for retirement from  
        the U.S. Supreme Court.  Mitchell is immediately mentioned in media  
        reports as the front-runner to replace Justice Blackmun. (The   
        Washington Post, 04/10/1994) 
 
 On the 12th, Mitchell withdraws his name for consideration for the 

Supreme Court.  (The Washington Post, 04/13/1994) 
 
Mitchell argues that it is essential the U.S. avoid unilateral military 
action in Bosnia.  His statement comes in light of growing demands in 
Congress for stronger U.S. action in the region.  Mitchell tells 
reporters the he supports President Clinton’s call for an expanded 
military role by NATO but that any move should come only with 



 

European backing and support.  Although frequently debated in 
Washington, he notes that the subject “never comes up in my town 
meetings.” (The Christian Science Monitor, 04/22/1994) 

 
May Mitchell and Minority Leader Dole call for the imposition of economic 

sanctions on North Korea due to its nuclear weapons program.  The 
Administration states that it will negotiate with North Korea as long as 
it is assured that the country is not diverting nuclear fuel intended for 
power into a weapons program where the fuel is separated and 
reprocessed to acquire weapon’s grade plutonium.  (The New York 
Times, 05/19/1994)  

 
June On the 21st, First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, Mitchell, and Dole 

participate in “To Your Health,” a two-hour commercial-free special 
on health care legislation.  The show is anchored by Tom Brokaw.  
The First Lady takes questions from the audience.  Andy Lack, the 
President of NBC News, which produced the show, notes that the 
taping of the show had “some tense moments” as experts argued key 
points of the Administration’s plan. (The Washington Post, 
06/21/1994) 

 
 Mitchell again denies rumors that he has accepted the job of 

commissioner of baseball.  The topic comes up as the Senate discusses 
changing major league baseball’s exemption from antitrust laws. (The 
New York Times, 06/24/1994)  

 
July By a narrow vote, the Senate supports the Administration’s refusal to 

unilaterally withdraw from the international arms embargo on Bosnia.  
The Senate accepts a proposal by Mitchell and Senate Armed Services 
Committee Chairman Sam Nunn to seek a multinational agreement to 
lift the embargo as part of a broader Balkan peace settlement.  The 
vote brings to an end an alternative bipartisan proposal offered by 
Dole and Senator Joseph Lieberman who argued for unilateral U.S. 
withdrawal from the embargo on moral grounds due to Serbian ethnic 
cleansing in the region.  During the debate, Lieberman argues that 
while the U.S. should not send troops, it must lift the embargo “so the 
victims can protect themselves.”  Mitchell responds, “If the embargo is 
lifted, the war will inevitably widen.  There will be many more deaths, 
much more ethnic cleansing, and it will then be an American war.” 
(The New York Times, 07/02/1994; The Washington Post, 07/02/1994) 

 
 It is reported that House Democrats will pursue a high risk strategy of 

pushing for President Clinton’s most controversial goals of providing 
health insurance for all Americans by a fixed date and requiring 
employers to pay for it during upcoming floor debate. The strategy 
ignores objections from Republicans and some Democrats on key 



 

elements of the Administration’s plan.  While some argue that the 
Senate will take a moderate approach, Mitchell states that “universal 
coverage is an essential element of reform . . . . and it is my intention 
to see if those who say they endorse that goal are prepared to support 
the steps needed to get there.”  (The Washington Post, 07/10/1994) 

 
 The nation’s Roman Catholic bishops announce a national campaign 

to pressure Congress to abandon abortion coverage in the 
Administration’s health care plan.  The topic becomes a key issue in 
congressional debates on a potential federal health care plan.  In 
response to pro-life groups, a letter drafted by Reps. Peter A. DeFazio 
(D-OR) and Patricia Schroeder (D-CO) and signed by 70 other 
Congressional members states, “we feel compelled to convey to you 
our strong commitment that any health care reform package that comes 
before the House must contain coverage for contraceptive and abortion 
services if it is to gain our support.”  Joint House-Senate leadership 
meetings are held to seek a compromise on the issue. (The Washington 
Post, 07/14/1994) 

 
 Mitchell meets with the nation’s governors to address state concerns 

over health care reform.  He warns governors that if comprehensive 
health care reform is not enacted this year, “it is as close to a certainty 
as anything can be that a Medicaid cap will be enacted next year.”  He 
tells governors that such a cap would “devastate your budgets.”  (The 
Washington Post, 07/18/1994)    

 
August On the 2nd, the Mitchell health care bill is introduced with the goal of 

extending affordable insurance coverage to 95 percent of Americans 
by 2000.  It converts the employer mandate, a key element of the 
earlier Clinton plan, into an enforcement tool that would take effect 
only if other measures failed to yield 95 percent coverage.  Other 
elements of the Mitchell plan included cost controls, state flexibility, 
an individual mandate in addition to employer mandate, and subsidies 
for people with incomes up to 200 percent of the federal poverty line – 
increased to 300 percent of the federal poverty line for pregnant 
women and children. (1994 Congressional Quarterly Almanac, p. 351) 
 

 On the 9th, the Senate begins floor debate on the Mitchell bill. (1994 
Congressional Quarterly Almanac, p. 321) 

 
On the 19th, a group of Senators, led by John Chafee (R-RI) and John 
Breaux (D-LA), known as the “Mainstream Group,” offer a bipartisan 
compromise to the health care reform debate.  (1994 Congressional 
Quarterly Almanac, p. 321) 

 



 

 After a bitter debate on the crime bill, the Senate starts its August 
recess without passing health care legislation. The day after the August 
recess begins, Mitchell scraps his health care bill, conceding that 
comprehensive health care reform will not come in 1994. (1994 
Congressional Quarterly Almanac, p. 321) 

 
September While Congress is in recess, Mitchell and members of the 

“Mainstream Group” continue discussions on health care reform. 
According to media reports, discussions involve an incremental 
approach that would guarantee all Americans, including the seriously 
ill, the ability to buy coverage. The compromise plan would include 
standardized policies, purchasing cooperatives to keep prices down, 
and subsidies to poor families. (The New York Times, 09/14/1994) 

 
 Mitchell and House Speaker Foley urge President Clinton to ask for a 

vote of approval before invading Haiti.  Mitchell admits, however, that 
“no President in my lifetime” has concurred that such a vote is 
necessary prior to the use of U.S. troops. Later, according to media 
reports, Mitchell blocks a planned floor vote by a likely bipartisan 
majority against the Administration’s Haiti policy. (The Christian 
Science Monitor, 09/15/1994; The New York Times, 09/15/1994, 
09/16/1994) 

 
On the 26th, Mitchell again declares health care dead for the year, after 
a last-ditch compromise bill he has negotiated with the “Mainstream 
Group” fails to attract enough votes. (1994 Congressional Quarterly 
Almanac, p. 321) 
 
On the 30th, Mitchell announces that the Senate will have to return 
after the elections for a lame duck session.  According to reports, the 
reason for the first lame-duck session in a dozen years is Senator 
Ernest F. Hollings (R-SC) refusal to allow a vote on GATT. Senate 
leadership agree to return on November 30th to take up the GATT 
Treaty. (1994 Congressional Quarterly Almanac, p. 6)  
 

November On the 8th, Republicans capture a 52-48 majority in the Senate. In 
Maine, Republican Olympia J. Snowe wins Mitchell’s seat garnering 
60 percent of the vote. (1994 Congressional Quarterly Almanac, p. 
565)  

 
December The 103rd Congress ends on the 1st with the passage of the GATT 

treaty.  The end of the lame duck session brings Mitchell official 
retirement from the Senate. (Congressional Quarterly Almanac, p. 3) 

 
Senator Tom Daschle (D-SD) is elected to become the next Senate 
Minority Leader.  He succeeds Mitchell as the head of the Democratic 



 

Party in the Senate.  Daschle defeats Senator Christopher Dodd (D-
CN) 24-23 to take the leadership position. Senator Robert Dole (R-KS) 
is selected by Republicans in a closed caucus to become the new 
Majority Leader.  (1994 Congressional Quarterly Almanac, pp. 16-17) 

 
1995   
 
November       President Clinton appoints Mitchell Special Advisor to the              
        President and Deputy Secretary of State for Economic Initiatives in  
         Ireland.  The following year, the Mitchell Report is released, calling  
        for the phasing-out of guerilla weapons in Northern Ireland in addition 
        to an election prior to the opening of peace talks.  Mitchell’s mission is 
        eventually completed in April 1998 with the signing of the Belfast  
         peace agreement. 



 

SUGGESTED TOPICS FOR GEORGE J. MITCHELL 
Prepared by Duane Adamson  
Miller Center, University of Virginia, 02/21/2003 
 
 
Origins of Relationship with Clinton 
• Discuss the origins of your relationship with Bill Clinton.  When did you first 

meet the Clintons and what were your early impressions? 
 
Senate Majority Leader   
• Describe Clinton’s relationship with members of Congress.  How accessible was 

the President to you and other congressional leaders?  How would you compare 
Clinton’s relationship with Congress to those of other presidents? 

• Describe your working relationship with the White House.  Who did you interact 
with on a regular basis?  How were policy proposals presented to you and other 
Democratic leaders?  How open was the Administration to congressional policy 
concerns and suggestions? 

• Discuss the budget process under the Clinton Administration.  Describe the 
legislative process for Clinton’s first budget and related stimulus package.  On 
what issues did you and other Senate Democrats differ from the White House?  
How did you resolve intraparty budget disputes? Describe the reconciliation 
process that year. Were you satisfied with the end result?  

• Other Topics:  family leave legislation and “the end of gridlock”; gays in the 
military—“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” Republican linkage of the issue to other 
legislation; Clinton nominations (how did the process work, any difficult 
nominations); effects of Republican filibusters on the Democratic agenda. 

• What factors influenced your decision to retire from the Senate?   
 
Trade and Foreign Policy 
• How would you characterize the Administration’s trade and foreign policy in 

general.  Did you see an overall doctrine or did it seem primarily reactive? 
• How did the Administration build support in Congress for NAFTA, the Uruguay 

Round agreement, and fast-track authority?  Did your positions correspond with 
those of the White House?  What role did the Administration ask you to play as 
Majority Leader in getting these measures through the Senate?   

• Evaluate differences between yourself and the Administration on China and its MFN 
status.  How did the Administration respond to your legislation to link human rights 
and trade? Discuss the Administration’s decision to delink human rights from 
China’s MFN status. 

• Describe disagreements between the Senate and the President on war powers 
regarding U.S. peacekeeping and other activities in Somalia, Bosnia, Haiti.  Where 
did you stand on these issues?  What role did you play in resolving these 
differences?   
 

 
 



 

Health Care 
• Describe the evolution of health care reform and your role as the 

Administration’s primary supporter in the Senate. What role did you play, if any, 
in the President’s Health Care Reform Task Force?  Discuss the importance of 
universal coverage to President Clinton.   

• Discuss your suggestion to combine Clinton’s economic package with health care 
and why this didn’t occur.  Why was it important to move quickly on health care 
reform?  What kinds of discussions did you have with the President regarding 
health care reform. 

• Discuss your work with First Lady Hillary Clinton and the special opportunities 
and problems associated with having the First Lady at the forefront of such a 
major legislative effort. 

• Discuss your decision to remove yourself from consideration for the U.S. 
Supreme Court in order to pursue Health Care reform.  

• Why do you think that Congress failed to pass comprehensive health care 
reform?  What were the Clintons’ reactions to the defeat of comprehensive 
reform?  In retrospect, is there anything you or the Administration would have 
done differently?  

 
Comparison with Previous Administrations 
• Having served as Majority Leader during previous administrations, you are in a 

unique position to offer a comparative perspective on White House-Congress 
relations.  Discuss parallels and differences observed between the Clinton 
Administration and previous administrations.  How effective was his 
Administration in comparison with previous administrations? 

 
Clinton Presidency in Retrospect 
• Evaluate President Clinton as a public leader, a legislative leader, and a world 

leader. 
• Discuss how President Clinton made decisions, managed issues.  Did you see 

Clinton’s approach to policy or Congressional relations change over time?   
What were the strengths and weaknesses of the Clinton Administration?  What 

 features of the Clinton Administration were missed or misunderstood by the 
 press?  How should the Clinton presidency be viewed by history? 
 



 

TIMELINES 

 
• George J. Mitchell Timeline, prepared by Duane Adamson, Miller Center, 

University of Virginia, 02/21/2003. 
 
• Clinton Administration Timeline, prepared by Robbie Robinson, Miller Center, 

University of Virginia, 05/30/2002. 
 
• “The Clinton Presidency Timeline, Eight Years of Peace, Progress, and 

Prosperity,” U.S. National Archives and Records Administration, 
<http://clinton5.nara.gov/WH/Accomulishments/eightvears-02.html> (06/12/2002). 
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• Peter Gosselin, “Mitchell Taking Helm in Senate Health Debate,” The Boston Globe, 

04/19/1994. 
 
• Dana Priest and Helen Dewar, “Universal Coverage at Risk, Administration 

Concedes,” The Washington Post, 06/21/1994. 
 
• Dana Priest and Helen Dewar, “Mitchell’s Health Bill Aims for 95% Coverage,” The 

Washington Post, 08/03/1994. 
 
• Adam Clymer, “Debate Is Begun on Mitchell Plan for Health Care,” The New York 

Times, 08/10/1994. 
 
• Sabin Russell, “Demo Threatens Nonstop Debate on Health Care,” The San 

Francisco Chronicle, 08/16/1994. 
 
Budget/Taxes 
• John Aloysius Farrell, “Senate Leader Promises More Budget Cuts,” The Boston 

Globe, 03/01/1993. 
 
• Eric Pianin, “Mitchell Brokers Deal on Stimulus Package,” The Washington Post, 

03/27/1993. 
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• John Aloysius Farrell, “Democrats Defect on Tax Plan,” The Boston Globe, 
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• Eric Pianin, “Balanced Budget Amendment Backers Appear Headed Toward Second 
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• Michael Chugani, “U.S. Senator Cool on MFN,” South China Morning Post, 
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• Christopher Hanson, “Mitchell Bill Links China Trade, Rights,” Seattle Post-
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• Marc Sandalow, “Demos Back Compromise on China,” The San Francisco 
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War Powers/Peacekeeping 
• Helen Dewar, “Lawmakers Seek New Methods to Handle Post-Cold War Crises,” 

The Washington Post, 10/16/1993. 
 

• Thomas L. Friedman, “Clinton Vows to Fight Congress on His Power to Use the 
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• Steven Greenhouse, “Clinton Proposes Deadline to End Bosnia Arms Embargo,” The 

New York Times, 08/12/1994. 
 
NAFTA 
• Helen Dewar, “NAFTA Wins Final Congressional Test,” The Washington Post, 

11/21/1993.  
  
Haiti 
• Kenneth J. Cooper and Helen Dewar, “Congress Urges ‘Prompt’ Troop Withdrawal 

from Haiti,” The Washington Post, 10/07/1994. 
 
North Korea 
• Bennett Roth, “Senators Seek Action against North Korea,” Houston Chronicle, 

05/16/1994. 
 
Supreme Court Nomination 
• Douglas Jehl, “Mitchell Viewed as Top Candidate for High Court,” The New York 

Times, 04/07/1994. 
 
• Helen Dewar and Ruth Marcus, “Mitchell Turns Down Supreme Court Offer,” The 

Washington Post, 04/13/1994. 
 
Gays in the Military 
• Adam Clymer, “Lawmakers Revolt on Lifting Gay Ban in Military Service,” The 

New York Times, 01/27/1993. 
 
Congressional Staff Cuts 
• Clifford Krauss, “Congress Is Pressed to Join in Belt-Tightening,” The New York 

Times, 02/23/1993. 



 

Cabinet Nominees 
• Helen Dewar, “Impasse on Clinton Nominees Eases,” The Washington Post, 

05/19/1993. 
 
Nuclear Testing 
• R. Jeffrey Smith, “President Extends Moratorium on Underground Nuclear Tests,” 

The Washington Post, 07/04/1993. 
 
Campaign Finance Reform 
• Kenneth J. Cooper, “Campaign Finance: No Change,” The Washington Post, 

10/29/1993. 
 
Gun Control 
• Elizabeth Neuffer and Ana Puga, “Senate Delays Recess to Address Brady Bill,” The 

Boston Globe, 11/24/1993. 
 
 
 


