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1946-1947 Perry is enlisted in the Army Corps of Engineers and serves in the Army 

of Occupation in Japan. (Stanford University Center for International 
Security and Cooperation, (http://cisac.stanford.edu/people/2201) 

 
1948 Perry joins the Army Reserve Officer Training Corps. (Stanford 

University Center for International Security and Cooperation, 
(http://cisac.stanford.edu/people/2201) 

 
1949 Perry receives his B.S. in Mathematics from Stanford University. (Jeffrey 

B. Trammell and Gary P. Osifchin, The Clinton 500: The New Team 
Running America 1994, Washington, D.C.: Almanac Publishing, Inc., 
1994, p. 145) 

 
1950 Perry receives his M.S. in Mathematics from Stanford University. 

(Trammell and Osifchin, p. 145) 
 
1950-1955 Perry is a Second Lieutenant in the Army Reserves. (Stanford University 

Center for International Security and Cooperation, 
(http://cisac.stanford.edu/people/2201) 

 
1954-1964 Perry serves as Laboratory Director for General Telephone and 

Electronics. (Stanford University Center for International Security and 
Cooperation, (http://cisac.stanford.edu/people/2201) 

 
1957 Perry receives his Ph.D. in Mathematics from The Pennsylvania State 

University. (Trammell and Osifchin, p. 145) 
 
1964-1977 Perry is President of ESL Inc., a defense contracting company he helped 

found. (Trammell and Osifchin, p. 145) 
 
1971-1977 Perry is a part-time Lecturer in the Department of Mathematics at Santa 

Clara University. (Stanford University Center for International Security 
and Cooperation, (http://cisac.stanford.edu/people/2201) 

 
1977-1981 Perry is Under Secretary for Research and Engineering in the U.S. 

Department of Defense. (Trammell and Osifchin, p. 145) 
 
1981-1985 Perry is Executive Vice President of Hambrecht & Quist Inc. (Stanford 

University Center for International Security and Cooperation, 
(http://cisac.stanford.edu/people/2201) 

 



Perry: 1985-1993   

 

1985-1993 Perry is founder and Chairman of Technology Strategies & Alliances. 
(Stanford University Center for International Security and Cooperation, 
(http://cisac.stanford.edu/people/2201) 

 
1988-1993 Perry is a part-time Professor at Stanford University and Co-Director of 

Stanford’s Center for International Security and Cooperation. (Stanford 
University Center for International Security and Cooperation, 
(http://cisac.stanford.edu/people/2201) 

 
1992  
 
November Governor Bill Clinton (D-AR) defeats President George H.W. Bush in the 

presidential election.  
 
1993 
 
February Clinton nominates Perry as Deputy Secretary of Defense. (The San 

Francisco Chronicle, 02/04/1993) 
 

Secretary of Defense Les Aspin is hospitalized for complications from a 
pre-existing heart condition. Senators begin to urge Perry’s speedy 
confirmation. (The New York Times, 02/26/1993) 
 
The Senate confirms Perry as Deputy Secretary of Defense. He announces 
that his highest priority will be radical reform of the defense acquisition 
system. (The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 03/06/1993; Ashton B. Carter 
and William J. Perry, Preventive Defense: A New Security Strategy for 
America, Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution Press, 1999, p. 175) 

 
March Secretary Aspin is again hospitalized for heart problems. The Washington 

Post reports that Aspin has delegated to Perry the task of running the day-
to-day operations of the Pentagon. (The Washington Post, 03/18/1993) 

 
 Perry tells the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) that Clinton 

plans to cut troop levels in Europe from 187,000 to 100,000. He reassures 
NATO, “This is not because of a reduced commitment to Europe, but 
because of a reduced threat to our collective security.” (The New York 
Times, 03/30/1993) 

 
April Perry issues a memorandum to American aerospace companies stating that 

the Department of Defense is not authorized to participate in the Paris Air 
Show in June. This new policy reportedly stems from Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) warnings that American aircraft manufacturers could be the 
target of French industrial espionage. (The New York Times, 04/29/1993) 

 



Perry: 1993   

 

June After some Defense Department nominees continue to work as consultants 
while they are awaiting Senate confirmation, Perry sends a memo to 
clarify the Department’s policy. He writes, “Henceforth, no potential 
appointee…will become a consultant to the Department for the purpose of 
rendering advice pending appointment.” (The Washington Post, 
06/16/1993)  

 
September The Clinton Administration releases its post-Cold War defense plan. 

Aspin announces that the Defense Department is taking actions to help 
defense industry contractors survive cuts in Pentagon spending contained 
within the proposal.  Regarding the proposal, Perry, who is identified as 
the plan’s intellectual architect, remarks, “This is not a bailout….I 
explicitly reject the idea of sustaining a defense company just to keep it in 
business. We’re not doing it to save jobs or help shareholders. We expect 
defense companies to go out of business, and we will stand by and let that 
happen.” (The Washington Post, 09/03/1993; The Buffalo News, 
09/09/1993)  

 
October Secretary Aspin overrides Navy Secretary John H. Dalton’s 

recommendation to remove Admiral Frank Kelso for failing to show 
proper leadership at the 1991 Tailhook Association convention where 83 
women were assaulted. Aspin reportedly came to the decision after Perry 
and other Defense Department advisors reviewed Dalton’s findings and 
determined that they had treated Kelso unfairly compared with 34 other 
officers who attended the convention. (The New York Times, 10/05/1993) 

 
 The Senate confirms General John Shalikashvili as Chairman of the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff, replacing General Colin Powell. (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 
10/06/1993) 

 
 Perry is sent to Fort Benning, Georgia to meet the U.S. Army Rangers 

returning home after soldiers in their unit were slain in Somalia. 
Approximately 300 Rangers and other Special Operations troops had 
captured fugitive warlord General Mohammed Farrah Aidid’s top 
lieutenants and were ready to leave Mogadishu when their helicopter was 
shot down. They were surrounded by over one thousand of Aidid’s 
fighters while trying to retrieve the body of the pilot and wounded crew 
members. Eighteen Americans died and 80 were wounded in the battle 
that ensued. Perry praises the soldiers’ skill and courage and declares the 
mission a success. (The Atlanta Journal and Constitution, 10/23/1993) 

 
November Perry is a member of the President’s Management Council, which is part 

of the Administration’s Reinventing Government plan. The Council is to 
determine how to trim the federal work force, cut red tape, and set up new 
financial management systems. (The Washington Post, 11/08/1993) 

 



Perry: 1993-1994   

 

December Perry is part of the delegation accompanying Vice President Al Gore to 
Russia. The objectives of the three-day trip to Moscow include outlining 
an agreement that would compensate Russia and Ukraine for dismantling 
nuclear warheads, discussing plans to ease tensions between Russia and its 
neighboring countries, increasing private U.S. investment in Russia, and 
establishing the foundation for Clinton’s January summit meeting with 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin. (The Washington Post, 12/15/1993) 

 
 While Perry is in Moscow, Les Aspin resigns as Secretary of Defense. He 

had been criticized for his leadership in the Somalia situation and over the 
policy allowing homosexuals to serve in the military. Bobby Ray Inman, 
former CIA Deputy Director in the Reagan Administration, and Perry are 
rumored to be the top candidates to replace him. (Carter and Perry, p.3; 
The New York Times, 12/16/1993) 

 
 Clinton announces that he is nominating Bobby Ray Inman to be Defense 

Secretary. (The New York Times, 12/17/1993) 
 
1994 
 
January Inman asks Clinton to withdraw his nomination to be Secretary of 

Defense. Regarding the reasons for his withdrawal request, Inman states, 
“I looked at the prospect of being one where it was constantly negative 
every day and decided that’s not how I want to spend the next years of my 
life.” (The Washington Post, 01/19/1994) 

 
 Perry is again rumored to be one of the top choices for the Defense 

Secretary nomination. (The New York Times, 01/19/1994) 
 
 On the 24th, Clinton nominates Perry to be Secretary of Defense. (The 

Washington Post, 01/25/1994) 
 
February On the 2nd, Perry testifies at his confirmation hearings before the Senate 

Armed Services Committee. (The Washington Post, 02/03/1994) 
 
 On the 4th, the Senate Armed Services Committee votes 18-0 to 

recommend Perry’s confirmation. The same day, the Senate confirms 
Perry’s nomination to be Secretary of Defense by a vote of 97-0. (The New 
York Times, 02/04/1994) 

 
 Perry travels to Germany for the 31st annual Munich Conference on 

Security Policy. Perry says that his role at the Conference is to start 
building the Partnership for Peace, an organization of Eastern European 
countries and former Soviet republics on their way to potential NATO 
membership. (The Washington Post, 02/07/1994) 



Perry: 1994   

 

 Admiral Frank Kelso announces his retirement in exchange for a tribute 
by Perry that would clear his name from the Tailhook scandal. Perry’s 
statement reads, “I regard Admiral Kelso as a man of the highest integrity 
and honor.” There is “no credible evidence that Admiral Kelso had 
specific knowledge of the misconduct” at the convention and “no evidence 
that Admiral Kelso sought to thwart the Navy’s internal investigation.” 
(The New York Times, 02/16/1994) 

 
March Perry travels to Moscow. He signs an agreement to allocate $20 million to 

promote the conversion of Russian arms makers to civilian production. 
Russian officials promise Perry that Russia will join NATO’s Partnership 
for Peace by the end of the month. Throughout his trip, he stresses that a 
new, “pragmatic partnership” characterizes U.S.-Russian relations. He 
then travels to Kazakhstan, Ukraine, and Belarus, in an attempt to bolster 
continued nuclear disarmament. (The Washington Post, 03/19/1994, 
03/22/1994) 

 
 The United Nations (UN) increases its call for the U.S. to send ground 

troops on a peacekeeping mission in the Balkans. But Perry reaffirms that 
the Clinton Administration is “standing firm” in its position against 
sending ground troops until the warring factions sign a comprehensive 
peace agreement. (The Washington Post, 03/31/1994) 

 
 Perry warns that the United States has ordered a series of military 

preparations for possible conflict with North Korea if they do not stop 
developing an arsenal of nuclear weapons. He says that he will be doing 
what he can over the next few months to focus more attention on the risks 
of war. The Washington Post reports that Perry has been arguing with 
some members of the Administration for a stronger public posture on 
North Korea. (The Washington Post, 03/31/1994) 

 
April Perry declares that the U.S. will take no military action to save the 

Bosnian town of Gorazde after the town is attacked by Serbian forces. The 
UN had promised to protect the town by designating it a “safe haven.” 
(The New York Times, 04/04/1994) 

 
 The UN carries out air strikes against the Serbs in Bosnia using two 

American F-16Cs. The air strikes are an attempt to protect UN 
peacekeepers stationed in Gorazde. (The New York Times, 04/11/1994) 

 
 In northern Iraq, American fighter planes shoot down two U.S. Army 

helicopters as they are transporting a team of officials from four allied 
nations, killing all 26 people onboard. The fighter planes enforcing the no-
fly zone over the Kurdish enclave in northern Iraq mistook the U.S. 
aircraft for Iraqi helicopters. Perry postpones a trip to South Korea to 



Perry: 1994-1995   

 

oversee the investigation of the incident. (The New York Times, 
04/15/1994) 

 
 In South Korea, Perry and South Korean Defense Minister Rhee Byong 

Tae announce that they will defer a joint military exercise in an attempt to 
persuade North Korea to allow international inspection of their nuclear 
facilities. (The Washington Post, 04/21/1994) 

 
May In a speech to the National Press Club, Perry outlines the consequences of 

North Korea developing nuclear weapons. He says that North Korea can 
either continue the program and face possible war with the U.S. or 
discontinue the program and adopt normal relations with the U.S. and its 
allies. (The Washington Post, 05/04/1994) 

 
 Clinton meets with Perry and other foreign policy advisors about how to 

handle Haitian refugees. He decides to set up U.S. immigration centers on 
ships anchored near Haiti or in willing third countries to help process 
refugees from the island nation. (The Washington Post, 05/08/1994) 

 
 Perry makes a diplomatic trip to Russia. He meets with Russian Defense 

Minister Pavel Grachev and NATO officials. Grachev announces that 
Russia will join NATO’s Partnership for Peace. (The Washington Post, 
05/25/1994) 

 
July The Clinton Administration sends troops on a humanitarian mission to 

speed distribution of aid to Rwandan refugees. Perry departs for Rwanda 
and Uganda to inspect U.S. relief efforts there. (The Washington Post, 
07/30/1994) 

 
August Perry testifies at a hearing of the House Appropriations Subcommittee on 

Defense. He says that if Congress does not act quickly to approve a 
funding request for military operations in Rwanda and Haiti, the Defense 
Department will have to make cuts in other important programs. (The 
Washington Post, 08/05/1994) 

 
 After Clinton announces that Cuban refugees will no longer be allowed 

into the U.S., Perry states that more Navy ships will be added to patrol the 
waters off the coast of Florida to intercept these refugees and transport 
them to the military base at Guantanamo Bay. (The New York Times, 
08/23/1994) 

 
September In an address to the nation from the Oval Office, Clinton warns Haitian 

military leaders to give up power immediately, saying, “Your time is up. 
Leave now or we will force you from power.” He signs an order 
authorizing Perry to call up 1,600 reserve personnel to active duty as part 
of the force to carry out the invasion. (The Washington Post, 09/16/1994) 



Perry: 1994-1995   

 

 
 Former President Jimmy Carter leads talks with Haitian military officials 

in last-minute negations and gets them to agree to step down, thereby 
avoiding a U.S. invasion. (The Washington Post, 09/19/1994) 

 
Perry announces that the Administration is reversing its policy that U.S. 
soldiers would not engage in stopping Haitian violence. Appearing with 
deposed Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide at the Pentagon, he says 
that more than 1,000 soldiers in Haiti would have “the specific function of 
overseeing and monitoring the functioning of the Haiti police force to 
ensure that they do not use unreasonable restraint in trying to deal with 
crowd-control problems.” (The Washington Post, 09/22/1994) 
 
Perry announces that the Administration will be making cuts in its nuclear 
arsenal by reducing the number of submarines and strategic bombers, in 
hopes that Russian President Boris Yeltsin will make similar reductions. 
(The New York Times, 09/23/1994) 

 
October Iraq increases troop presence near the Kuwait border, presenting a 

potential threat to the country. In response, the Pentagon says that it will 
send approximately 40,000 ground troops, 28 ships and more than 650 
aircraft to the region. (The Washington Post, 10/13/1994) 

 
 Perry travels to Kuwait and Saudi Arabia to visit troops and meet with 

officials about political and logistical support for the situation in Iraq. (The 
Washington Post, 10/13/1994) 

 
 Perry travels to China, seeking to rebuild U.S. ties with the Chinese armed 

forces. He holds meetings with Chinese defense officials on the subjects of 
nuclear nonproliferation, human rights, and defense conversion. (The 
Washington Post, 10/18/1994) 

 
November In the congressional midterm elections, Republicans win control of the 

House and Senate. Perry says that he has worked well with congressional 
Republicans and will continue to do so now that they are the majority 
party in Congress. He also points out that there is conflict in their 
simultaneous promises to increase defense spending and lower the deficit. 
(The Washington Post, 11/11/1994) 

 
 In a letter to congressional leaders, Perry writes that three of the Army’s 

twelve divisions are further below peak combat readiness than the 
Administration had previously acknowledged. This is a result of the 
Administration’s decision to use the military resources for humanitarian 
missions in Rwanda and Haiti. (The Washington Post, 11/16/1994, 
11/18/1994) 

 



Perry: 1994-1995   

 

 On Thanksgiving Day, Perry travels to Haiti to visit U.S. troops. (The 
Washington Post, 11/25/1994) 

 
December Perry travels to Russia in an attempt to restore Russian-American relations 

amidst controversy over the country’s invasion of Chechnya. (The New 
York Times, 12/12/1994) 

 
 Clinton commits 3,000 Marines to go to Somalia to protect UN soldiers 

leaving the country as the peacekeeping operation comes to an end. (The 
Washington Post, 12/17/1994) 

 
 A U.S Army helicopter is shot down after accidentally flying over North 

Korean territory. Regarding the incident, Perry states, “I do not believe 
that mistake warranted shooting down the helicopter. Nor would we have 
shot down their helicopter under comparable circumstances.” (The New 
York Times, 12/23/1994) 

 
1995  
 
January Perry embarks on a diplomatic mission to the Middle East and India. (The 

Washington Post, 01/08/1995, 01/14/1995) 
 
 In testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Perry says 

that he seriously considered military strikes against North Korea to destroy 
their nuclear weapons facilities. (The Washington Post, 01/25/1995) 

 
February White House Chief of Staff Leon Panetta releases a letter he sent to Perry 

saying that Clinton was disturbed by a report that the military might not 
spend $180 million earmarked for breast cancer and AIDS research. (The 
New York Times, 02/12/1995) 

 
 Perry and Secretary of State Warren Christopher recommend to Clinton 

that he should veto the National Security Revitalization Act if it is adopted 
by Congress. They criticize the bill’s proposed deployment of a national 
missile defense system as being premature. They also contend that its 
designation of certain European states for NATO membership is untimely. 
They write that the bill “would undermine this and every future 
President’s ability to safeguard America’s security and to command our 
armed forces.” (The New York Times, 02/13/1995) 

 
April Perry travels to Moscow. Russian leaders say they will sell nuclear 

reactors to Iran. Perry protests the move, saying, “Our first objective is to 
stop the sale…I consider constraints a very poor second choice.” (The New 
York Times, 04/04/1995) 

 



Perry: 1995   

 

May Perry announces that the U.S. will permit American ground troops in 
Bosnia to protect UN peacekeepers. This is a shift from the 
Administration’s previous policy that it would only send troops to protect 
an evacuation of UN peacekeepers or to oversee a peace agreement. (The 
Washington Post, 05/31/1995) 

 
June Bosnian Serbs shoot down an American F-16 fighter jet. Perry meets with 

Clinton to discuss American military actions in the region. (The New York 
Times, 06/03/1995) 

 
 In Paris, Perry meets with military chiefs from NATO and European 

Union (EU) countries about the situation in Bosnia. The U.S. agrees to 
provide air support, intelligence, transport and other equipment. In his 
weekly radio address, Clinton says that he will only deploy U.S. troops in 
the “remote, highly unlikely event” that peacekeepers become stranded in 
a particular region. (The Washington Post, 06/04/1995) 

 
 Perry testifies before the Senate Armed Services Committee, as senators 

demand clarification on the Administration’s recent statements on troop 
commitments in Bosnia. (The New York Times, 06/08/1995) 

 
July Perry meets with Clinton to discuss the Defense Base Closure and 

Realignment Commission’s recommendations to close maintenance 
centers at McClellan Air Force Base in California and Kelly Air Force 
Base in Texas. (The New York Times, 07/09/1995) 

 
 Bosnian Serbs seize the UN-protected enclave of Srebrenica. In an 

interview on the Cable News Network (CNN), Perry remarks that the 
seizure “raises the question as to whether the UN force will be able to stay 
in Bosnia and perform their humanitarian mission.” (The New York Times, 
07/12/1995) 

 
 British Prime Minister John Major calls an emergency meeting of NATO 

foreign ministers in London. Perry, Christopher, and Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff John Shalikashvili attend. They propose that NATO, 
without UN approval, should respond with air strikes if the Gorazde “safe 
area” in Bosnia is attacked. (Warren Christopher, Chances of a Lifetime, 
New York: Scribner, 2001, p. 254) 

 
August Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Robert Frasure, Deputy Assistant 

Secretary of Defense Joseph Kruzel, and Air Force Colonel S. Nelson 
Drew are killed when their armored personnel carrier plummets down an 
embankment off a mountain road outside Sarajevo. Perry delivers a eulogy 
at a memorial service at Andrews Air Force Base. (The New York Times, 
08/22/1995) 

 



Perry: 1995-1996   

 

September Perry issues a policy statement prohibiting lasers designed to blind foes 
permanently and supporting international negotiations on banning these 
weapons. Perry issues this statement in preparation for an upcoming UN 
conference on conventional weapons. (The Washington Post, 09/20/1995) 

 
 Perry embarks on a trip to central Europe. In Prague, he says that the 

Czech Republic is making the best progress toward NATO membership. 
(The New York Times, 09/21/1995) 

  
October Perry announces that the Clinton Administration is prepared to organize a 

multinational effort to arm and train Bosnian Muslims after the war to help 
them defend themselves against Serb separatists. He argues that this will 
help ensure military stability in the region. (The Washington Post, 
10/07/1995) 

 
 Perry meets with Russian Defense Minister Pavel Grachev in Geneva. 

They fail to reach an agreement over which country should command a 
peacekeeping operation in Bosnia. (The Washington Post, 10/09/1995) 

  
 Perry again meets with Grachev. At a joint news conference, they 

announce a multinational military operations unit to help reconstruct 
Bosnia during potential peace negotiations. (The Washington Post, 
10/28/1995) 

 
November Perry travels to Tokyo, Japan. On his trip, he makes on apology on behalf 

of the U.S. for the rape of a Japanese girl by three American service men 
in Okinawa in September. He also argues against increasing Japanese calls 
for a reduction of U.S. troops in the country, saying that “Japan would be 
vulnerable” without the U.S. military presence in the region. (The New 
York Times, 11/02/1995) 

 
 Perry is part of the delegation attending the funeral of Israeli Prime 

Minister Yitzhak Rabin. (The Washington Post, 11/06/1995) 
 
 In Dayton, Ohio, peace talks take place regarding the situation in the 

Balkans. Perry travels to Dayton to participate in the talks. The Chicago 
Sun-Times reports that Perry’s objectives in the process were to pressure 
the leaders to agree on the outstanding issues and to prevent the enlarging 
of the scope of the NATO-led force that would be responsible for 
enforcing any peace agreement. On the 21st, presidents of Serbia, Bosnia, 
and Croatia agree to end the war. The agreement is dependent upon 
NATO’s deployment of up to 60,000 troops, 20,000 of which are to be 
Americans. (Chicago Sun-Times, 11/18/1995; The Washington Post, 
11/22/1995)  

 



Perry: 1995-1996   

 

 Perry celebrates Thanksgiving with U.S. troops stationed in Macedonia. 
(The Washington Post, 11/21/1995) 

 
 At a NATO meeting in Brussels, Grachev backs away from demands that 

Russia have substantial control of a Bosnia peace force and agrees to leave 
the control of the deployment to NATO. Perry proclaims this a “truly 
historic day for NATO” because “we came to a new understanding on a 
NATO-Russian relationship.” (The Washington Post, 11/29/1995) 

 
December Senator Robert Dole (R-KS) cancels a trip to visit troops in Bosnia after 

Perry requests that he delay his trip to avoid distractions as peacekeeping 
forces are being moved into the region. (The Washington Post, 
12/23/1995) 

 
1996 
 
January Perry embarks on a week-long overseas trip, which includes stops in Italy, 

Hungary, Bosnia, Ukraine, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, and Israel. In Ukraine, 
he witnesses the destruction of the silos that formerly housed Soviet 
nuclear missiles. (The New York Times, 01/08/1996; Carter and Perry, p. 
6) 

 
 Perry announces that American troops will provide security for human 

rights investigators looking into evidence of war crimes in Bosnia. (The 
New York Times, 01/13/1996) 

 
February The Defense Department releases data showing that the military has 

discharged more gay service members in the years after the “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell” policy was implemented than in the years before the policy 
was in effect. The Defense Department discharged 722 gay service 
members in 1995, compared with 597 in 1994 and 682 in 1993. Perry says 
that the increase in discharges “was not a significant change” from prior 
years. (The Washington Post, 02/28/1996) 

 
March The U.S. decides to increase the number of military vessels in the waters 

around Taiwan. This move comes amidst increasing tensions between 
China and Taiwan, as China recently conducted missile tests off Taiwan’s 
shores. (The New York Times, 03/11/1996) 

 
 Perry cancels the visit of Chinese Defense Minister General Chi Haotian 

to the U.S., citing the current tensions with China over Taiwan. (The 
Washington Post, 03/23/1996) 

 
 Clinton decides that the U.S. will not support a second term for UN 

Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali. Perry, Christopher, 
Shalikashvili, UN Ambassador Madeleine Albright, and the President had 



Perry: 1996   

 

met several times in the previous months to discuss the matter. (Warren 
Christopher, In the Stream of History: Shaping Foreign Policy for a New 
Era, Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1998, pp. 330-332) 

 
April On a trip to Egypt, Perry says that the U.S. will not rule out a military 

attack if Libya does not stop building an underground chemical weapons 
plant. (The New York Times, 04/04/1996) 

 
 An Air Force jet crashes into a mountainside in Croatia, killing Commerce 

Secretary Ronald Brown and other Administration officials. In a 
statement, Perry blames malfunctioning instruments for the crash, saying, 
“It was a classic sort of accident that good instrumentation should be able 
to prevent.” (The New York Times, 04/05/1996) 

 
 Perry releases a Defense Department report that details the global spread 

of nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons, declaring them to be a threat 
to U.S. security. (The Washington Post, 04/12/1996) 

 
 Perry enters into a weapons defense agreement with Israeli Prime Minister 

Shimon Peres, whereby the U.S. will provide Israel with an early warning 
system through satellite information to help the nation protect itself from 
the missile attacks that Lebanese fighters have recently been firing at 
Israel. (The New York Times, 04/29/1996) 

 
May Navy Admiral Jeremy M. “Mike” Boorda commits suicide after news 

reports raise questions about his right to wear the combat “V” pin for his 
service in the Vietnam War. Perry delivers a eulogy at his memorial 
service. (The Washington Post, 05/22/1996) 

 
June Perry travels to Kiev, Ukraine. In a ceremony, he and Russian and 

Ukrainian defense officials plant sunflowers on the remains of a former 
Soviet missile silo to mark Ukraine’s nuclear disarmament. Previously, 
Ukraine had the world’s third largest nuclear arsenal. (The Washington 
Post, 06/05/1996) 

 
 Terrorists set off a truck bomb in a United States military complex in 

Saudi Arabia, killing nineteen U.S. Air Force members. Perry travels to 
Saudi Arabia to tour the site of the bombing. (The Washington Post, 
06/27/1996, 06/30/1996) 

 
 Senator Arlen Specter (R-PA) states, “I think there’s a real need to shake 

up the Department of Defense and a real question as to whether William J. 
Perry is the right man to be Secretary of Defense.” Specter’s comments 
come in the wake of the bombing in Saudi Arabia. Both Perry and the 
White House reject the suggestion that he should step down. (The 
Washington Post, 07/01/1996) 



Perry: 1996   

 

 
July Perry travels to Bosnia to celebrate Independence Day with U.S. troops. 

(The Washington Post, 07/05/1996) 
 
 Perry testifies before the Senate Armed Services Committee regarding the 

bombing of the U.S. military base in Saudi Arabia. (The Washington Post, 
07/09/1996) 

 
 Perry announces that as many as 4,000 U.S. troops stationed in Saudi 

Arabia will be moved to remote areas of the country where they can 
receive better protection from terrorist attacks. (The New York Times, 
07/18/1996) 

 
 While in Australia, Perry receives word that a bomb was detonated at the 

Olympic Games in Atlanta, Georgia. He fears that the Atlanta bomb could 
be part of a large-scale terrorist attack or that it is somehow connected to 
the Saudi Arabia bombing. (Carter and Perry, pp. 143-145) 

 
 Perry travels to Saudi Arabia to discuss with Saudi officials how to 

improve the security of American forces. (The New York Times, 
07/30/1996) 

 
August John Deutch resigns as Director of Central Intelligence. The Washington 

Post reports that he hopes to succeed Perry as Secretary of Defense. (The 
Washington Post, 08/15/1996) 

 
September Saddam Hussein orders a military raid into the Kurdish enclave in 

northern Iraq. In response, the U.S. launches missile strikes at air defenses 
in southern Iraq in order to force Saddam Hussein to withdraw his troops. 
(The New York Times, 09/04/1996) 

 
 A military helicopter accompanying Clinton’s campaign crashes in 

Florida. Following the incident, White House Chief of Staff Leon Panetta 
writes to Perry, “Within the last six months, a number of unfortunate 
accidents have occurred on executive support aircraft” from the Defense 
Department…. “I would ask you within the next 30 days to undertake a 
top-to-bottom review of all operational aspects…including maintenance 
and training procedures of the executive support air fleet[.]”  (The New 
York Times, 09/07/1996) 

 
 Perry travels to Kuwait to discuss the deployment of additional troops to 

the country, amidst the U.S. threatening to attack Iraq with air strikes. The 
President and Kuwaiti officials then approve a plan to send 3,500 



   

 

additional U.S. troops to Iraq to keep pressure on Saddam Hussein. (The 
New York Times, 09/16/1996; The Washington Post, 09/18/1996) 

  
Perry releases a report that outlines over 130 actions that have been taken 
to enhance security at Khobar Towers in Saudi Arabia following the 
terrorist attack in November 1995. (Christopher, Chances of a Lifetime, 
pp. 231-232) 

 
November Clinton defeats Robert Dole in the race for the presidency.  
 
 The Washington Post reports that Perry has informed Clinton and his staff 

that he is going to resign as Secretary of Defense. The New York Times 
reports that Perry will remain at the Pentagon into the President’s second 
term, until his successor is confirmed by the Senate. (The Washington 
Post, 11/07/1996; The New York Times, 11/07/1996) 

 
 Perry meets with Clinton and also consults Congress about keeping the 

U.S. military in Bosnia for an additional twelve months, effectively 
repealing the Administration’s initial commitment to withdraw troops after 
about one year. The Administration also decides to cut back the number of 
troops in the region. (The Washington Post, 11/15/1996; The New York 
Times, 11/18/1996) 

 
 Perry announces that about 800 U.S. troops, as part of a multinational aid 

effort, will be deployed to Rwanda and neighboring African states to help 
provide humanitarian relief to Rwandan refugees. (The Washington Post, 
11/20/1996) 

 
 Perry travels to Bosnia to spend Thanksgiving with U.S. troops. He then 

goes to Kuwait, where he announces that 4,200 ground troops stationed 
there are to be withdrawn next month, but the F-117 fighter jets will 
remain to keep pressure on Saddam Hussein. He also travels to Japan, 
where he announces that the U.S. military will return more than 12,000 
acres of land in Okinawa to Japanese control, thereby lowering U.S. 
visibility on the island. (The Washington Post, 11/29/1996, 11/30/1996, 
12/02/1996) 

 
December Clinton nominates Senator William S. Cohen (R-ME) to replace Perry as 

Secretary of Defense. (The Washington Post, 12/06/1996) 
 
 China’s Defense Minister General Chi Haotian visits the U.S. and holds a 

series of meetings with Perry intended to improve military relations 
between the two countries. (The New York Times, 12/10/1996) 

 
 
 



   

 

1997 
 
January In a memo, Perry urges the President to end the ban on high-tech arms 

sales to Latin America. (The Washington Post, 01/17/1997) 
 
 Perry formally steps down as Defense Secretary. He returns to Stanford 

University, where he accepts a joint appointment with the Freeman Spogli 
Institute for International Studies and the Department of Engineering, as 
well as the co-directorship of the Preventive Defense Project. (Stanford 
University Center for International Security and Cooperation, 
(http://cisac.stanford.edu/people/2201) 

 
1998 Clinton asks Perry to head a review of U.S. Korea policy and “to 

recommend a road map to the future that would maximize the chances of 
North Korea abandoning its weapons and missile programs and 
reconciling with South Korea, while minimizing the risks of its failure to 
do so.” (Bill Clinton, My Life, New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2004, p. 828) 

  
 



   

 

WILLIAM J. PERRY SUGGESTED TOPICS 
Prepared by Jill Abraham 
Miller Center, University of Virginia, 01/31/2006 
 
 
Joining the Clinton Administration 
• When did you first meet Bill Clinton? Describe your initial impressions of him. 
• Did you have any role in the 1992 presidential campaign or transition?  
• How did you come to be appointed Deputy Secretary of Defense? Did you have any 

discussions with President Clinton or Defense Secretary Les Aspin about what they 
expected from you in this position?  

 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
• Describe your major duties as Deputy Secretary of Defense. What issues occupied 

most of your time? 
• Did you regularly interact with President Clinton in your position as Deputy 

Secretary?  
• With whom on the President’s foreign policy team did you work most closely? 

Evaluate your relationship with senior officials on the foreign policy team and with 
key members of the White House staff.  

• With whom in the Defense Department did you work most closely? In particular, 
discuss your working relationship with Defense Secretary Les Aspin.  

• Did anything in your prior service in the Defense Department prove to be especially 
helpful in this Clinton-era post?  

• Characterize your role in reforming the defense acquisition system.  
 
Secretary of Defense 
• How did you come to be appointed Secretary of Defense? Did you have any 

discussions with President Clinton about what he expected from you in this position? 
How did your relationship with the President change from when you were Deputy 
Secretary?  

• How did your leadership style differ from Aspin’s? 
• How regularly did you meet with President Clinton? On what occasions would you 

typically meet with him? Describe the content of your interactions with him.  
• Comment on your relationship with other members of the Clinton foreign policy 

team. Describe your relationship with key members of the White House staff and 
other Cabinet secretaries.  

• Characterize your working relationship with members of Congress. Did your 
relationship with Congress change after the 1994 midterm election?  

• How did you go about setting priorities for the foreign policy agenda? How did you 
engage President Clinton in this process?  

• Which defense policy issues engaged President Clinton the most?   
• Evaluate President Clinton’s decision to deploy troops in Bosnia, Iraq, Haiti, 

Somalia, and Rwanda. Describe the debate among senior Administration officials 
over taking action in these areas. Discuss the level of coordination between the 



   

 

Defense Department, the White House, and international bodies such as the UN and 
NATO during these events. 

• To what extent was there a “peace dividend” at the end of the Cold War, and how 
was it used?  

• Describe the Administration’s approach to issues of global security, particularly 
terrorism and nuclear nonproliferation.  What was your role in NATO expansion and 
in formulating the Partnership for Peace? 

• Discuss the President’s relationships with foreign diplomats and heads of state. How 
did these individuals view him?   

 
The Clinton Presidency in Retrospect 
• What do you consider your greatest accomplishments as Secretary of Defense? 
• What were the strengths and weaknesses of the Clinton Administration in the realm 

of foreign affairs? 
• Discuss broadly President Clinton’s relationship with the Pentagon during your time 

there, especially your sense about how those in the military viewed Clinton and his 
presidency.  

• What features of the Clinton Administration and your role in it were overlooked or 
misunderstood by the press? 

• What will be President Clinton’s lasting legacy as a foreign policy leader and a world 
leader?  

• How should the Clinton presidency be viewed in history? What episodes or events are 
especially instructive or revealing for the historian trying to assess this presidency?  



   

 

 

TIMELINES 
 
 

• William J. Perry Timeline, prepared by Jill Abraham, Miller Center, University of 
Virginia, 01/31/2006.  

 
• Timeline of the Clinton Presidency, prepared by Robbie Robinson, Miller Center, 

University of Virginia, 05/30/2002.  
 
• “The Clinton Presidency: Eight Years of Peace, Progress, and Prosperity,” U.S. 

National Archives and Records Administration, 
<http://clinton5.nara.gov/WH/Accomplishments/eightyears-02.html> (06/12/2003).  
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• Eric Schmitt, “Man in the News; A Wide-Ranging Insider: William James Perry,” 

The New York Times, 01/25/1994.  
 
• Bruce B. Auster, “Surprise at the Pentagon: Defense Chief William Perry is 

Becoming a Foreign-Policy Player,” U.S. News & World Report, 03/28/1994.  
 
• John Lancaster, “Perry Shoulders Heavier Role in Foreign Policy,” The Washington 

Post, 04/07/1994.  
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MAJOR DEFENSE POLICIES AND ISSUES 
 
 
Overview 
• George H. Quester, “Defense Policy,” in The Clinton Presidency: The First Term, 

1992-1996, Paul S. Herrnson and Dilys M. Hill, eds. (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 
1999) pp. 142-163.  

 
• John C. Baker, “Clinton Defense Policy-Making: Players, Process, and Policies,” in 

Clinton and Post-Cold War Defense, Stephen J. Cimbala, ed. (Westport, CT: 
Praeger, 1996) pp. 123-138.  

 
Budget 
• Lawrence J. Korb, “Defense Budgets and the Clinton Defense Program,” in Clinton 

and Post-Cold War Defense, Stephen J. Cimbala, ed. (Westport, CT: Praeger, 1996) 
pp. 15-27.  

 
Africa 
• Ron Martz, “103 Rangers Return Home; Commander Defends Performance During 

Fatal Battle,” The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 10/23/1993.  
 
• Ann Devroy, “Clinton Acts to Accelerate Distribution of Rwanda Aid,” The 

Washington Post, 07/30/1994.  
 
North Korea 
• R. Jeffrey Smith, “Perry Sharply Warns North Korea,” The Washington Post, 

03/31/1994.  
 
• Thomas W. Lippman, “Perry Offers Dire Picture of Failure to Block North Korean 

Nuclear Weapons,” The Washington Post, 05/04/1994.  
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• William Drozdiak and John F. Harris, “Russia to Sign NATO Partnership but Seeks 

Clarification of Terms,” The Washington Post, 05/25/1994.  
 
• James Rupert, “Sunflowers Planted to Mark End of Nuclear Weapons in Ukraine,” 

The Washington Post, 06/05/1996.  
 
Haiti 
• Ann Devroy, “’Leave Now,’ Clinton Tells Haitian Rulers,” The Washington Post, 

09/16/1994.  
 
• John M. Goshko, “U.S. Sends Military Police; Aristide Thanks Clinton, Carter,” The 

Washington Post, 09/22/1994.  
 
 



   

 

Iraq 
• Elaine Sciolino, “Threats in the Gulf: U.S. Offers Plan to Avoid Threat from Iraq 

Again,” The New York Times, 10/13/1994.  
 
• Dana Priest and John F. Harris, “U.S. to Send More Troops to Kuwait; Additional 

Demands are Issued to Saddam,” The Washington Post, 09/18/1996.  
 
Bosnia 
• Ann Devroy and Rick Atkinson, “U.S. to Allow Ground Forces in Bosnia; In Policy 

Shift, Troops Would Protect Regrouping U.N. Peacekeepers,” The Washington Post, 
05/31/1995.  

 
• Donald Rothberg, “Bosnia Talks Showing Signs of Agreement,” Chicago Sun-

Times, 11/18/1995.  
 
China 
• John O’Neil, “U.S. Sending More Ships to Taiwan Area in Warning to China,” The 

New York Times, 03/11/1996.  
 
Saudi Arabia 
• Bradley Graham, “Bomb Won’t Deter U.S. in Gulf, Officials Say,” The Washington 

Post, 06/27/1996.  
 
  
 
 
 


