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1965  Susan Thomases graduates from Connecticut College. 
 
1968 Thomases manages Senator Eugene McCarthy’s (D-MN) presidential 

campaign. (The Wall Street Journal, 07/14/1992) 
 
1970 While working in Washington, D.C. on an anti-Vietnam War effort called 

Project Pursestrings, Thomases meets Bill Clinton, who is in Washington 
the summer before he enters Yale Law School. (The Wall Street Journal, 
07/14/1992) 

 
1974 Thomases volunteers for Bill Clinton’s unsuccessful campaign for 

Congress in Arkansas. During this time, she meets and befriends Hillary 
Rodham. (The Wall Street Journal, 07/14/1992) 

 
1977 Thomases earns a J.D. from Columbia University School of Law. She 

takes a job as an associate at the New York City law firm Willkie Farr and 
Gallagher. (The Wall Street Journal, 07/14/1992) 

 
1978 Thomases is Campaign Manager for Bill Bradley’s (D-NJ) successful race 

for the United States Senate seat from New Jersey. She helps Bradley set 
up his Washington office and then returns to her law practice at Willkie 
Farr. (The New York Times, 12/02/1982; The Wall Street Journal, 
07/14/1992) 

 
1982 Thomases is promoted to Administrative Partner at Willkie Farr and 

Gallagher. (The Wall Street Journal, 07/14/1992) 
 

Thomases is appointed to the Board of Directors of the Children’s Defense 
Fund. Hillary Rodham is also a member of the Board. (U.S. Newswire, 
11/24/1992) 

 
1984 Thomases works for former Vice President Walter Mondale’s campaign 

for the presidency against President Ronald Reagan. (The Wall Street 
Journal, 07/14/1992) 

 
1992  
 
January After accusations emerge that Governor Clinton (D-AR) had an affair with 

Gennifer Flowers, the Clintons are interviewed on 60 Minutes. Thomases 
attends the show’s taping. (George Stephanopoulos, All Too Human: A 
Political Education, Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1999, p. 64)   

 



Thomases: 1992     

March The New York Times reports that the Clintons have retained Thomases to 
represent them after they are accused of engaging in unlawful business 
practices through their involvement in the Whitewater Development 
Corporation during the 1970s. (The New York Times, 03/08/1992) 

 
Thomases is an adviser to Governor Clinton’s presidential campaign. (The 
Washington Post, 3/10/1992) 

 
May Regarding Hillary Clinton’s image, Thomases says, “The public needs to 

see her not just as a career woman, but as a mother, a daughter, a friend, a 
member of her church….There are parts of her personality that are more 
conservative and traditional than a lot of people project onto her.” (The 
New York Times, 05/18/1992)  

 
July Just before the Democratic National Convention, Hillary Clinton puts 

Thomases in charge of scheduling for the campaign. Thomases remarks, 
“One of the reasons she wanted me to do the scheduling is that she knows 
I understand that her husband needs sleep and needs time to think.” (Time, 
08/17/1992) 

 
After the Democratic convention, the Clintons and Gores embark on a 
cross-country bus tour. As Hillary Clinton would later recount, the bus 
trips were the “joint brainchild” of Thomases and Campaign Manager 
David Wilhelm. She would also write that Thomases “was a warmhearted 
friend and a hard-driving lawyer, and she understood that good campaign 
scheduling had to tell a story about a candidate, had to illustrate his 
concerns and plans so that voters understood what made him tick and what 
positions he’d champion. Susan moved with her husband and son to Little 
Rock to supervise campaign scheduling for the general election. She and 
David wanted to build on the convention’s excitement and drama and 
thought a bus trip through battleground states would visually convey the 
partnership and generational change Bill and Al represented, as well as 
their message: ‘Putting People First.’” (Hillary Rodham Clinton, Living 
History, New York: Simon & Schuster, 2003, p. 113) 

 
August Thomases is a regular participant in twice-daily War Room meetings, 

which are led by campaign adviser James Carville. (The New York Times, 
08/11/1992) 

 
September Governor Clinton makes a campaign appearance at the Black Family 

Reunion on the Washington Mall with Jesse Jackson. Thomases had 
proposed and encouraged the appearance, which was controversial among 
some campaign advisers who had tried to keep a distance from Jackson. 
(The Boston Globe, 09/13/1992)  

 



Thomases: 1992-1993     

With Governor Clinton well ahead in the polls, Thomases attends a 
strategy session at the campaign’s Little Rock headquarters. She brings 
along two charts: one showing President Jimmy Carter ahead of Ronald 
Reagan late in the 1980 race and another showing that Carter’s large lead 
over President Gerald Ford shrank to two points by Election Day. She 
makes the point that complacency in the wake of favorable poll numbers 
may lead to an unexpected outcome. (Time, 11/02/1992) 

 
November Governor Clinton defeats President George H.W. Bush in the race for the 

presidency. (The Washington Post, 11/05/1992) 
 

The New York Times reports that for the transition Thomases will vet 
potential candidates for jobs in the Administration. (The New York Times, 
11/08/1992) 

 
Thomases is named Assistant Director for Scheduling for the transition. 
(The New York Times, 11/13/1992) 

 
December Thomases is reported to be pushing Melanne Verveer’s appointment to 

head Hillary Clinton’s staff. Verveer’s husband is a lawyer with 
Thomases’ law firm, Willkie Farr and Gallagher. (The Washington Post, 
12/29/1992) 

 
1993 
 
January It is rumored that Thomases told associates that after the inauguration, 

Vice President-elect Al Gore would have to get used to playing a much 
smaller role. (The New York Times, 01/17/1993) 

 
Thomases reportedly turns down a White House job and will return to her 
law firm in New York after the inauguration. (The Washington Post, 
01/11/1993; USA Today, 01/15/1993) 
 
After Zoe Baird withdraws her nomination for Attorney General, 
Thomases is rumored to be on the short list of potential candidates to fill 
the position. (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 01/23/1993) 

 
According to Time, Thomases has been highly influential in the 
appointment process. Time’s sources report that she has passed over 
highly qualified candidates and enacted a quota system intended to give 
more positions to women and minorities. (Time, 01/25/1993) 

 
February Thomases actively backs U.S. District Court Judge Kimba M. Wood to be 

the nominee for Attorney General. Wood was a college classmate of 
Thomases. (The New York Times, 02/04/1993; The Washington Post, 
02/05/1993)



Thomases: 1993     

The Washington Post reports that Thomases’ picture is hanging in the 
Secret Service station at the northwest gate of the White House. The 
newspaper says that underneath her picture is a caption that reads, “access 
to 2nd floor,” which is the location of Hillary Clinton’s office. (The 
Washington Post, 02/19/1993) 

 
March Thomases says that she is in the process of winding down her transition 

duties. She says that she has been visiting Washington once a week on 
business for her law firm and conferring with the President’s schedulers 
and personnel managers while in town. (The Washington Post, 
03/02/1993) 

 
June The President has not yet nominated anyone as Assistant Attorney General 

for the Justice Department’s Criminal Division. The reason for the delay 
reportedly is a disagreement between Thomases and Attorney General 
Janet Reno over who should be appointed. (The New York Times, 
06/21/1993) 

 
Thomases reportedly is influential in Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s Supreme 
Court nomination. While a student at Columbia University School of Law, 
Thomases was a research assistant for Ginsburg, then a professor. 
Thomases says that she had nothing to do with the nomination. (The 
Washington Post, 06/23/1993) 

 
Thomases rebuffs allegations that on a recent visit to Democratic National 
Committee (DNC) headquarters, she conducted an inspection of 
operations, amidst criticism that DNC Chairman David Wilhelm was not 
adequately defending the President’s economic program. (The Washington 
Post, 06/23/1993) 

 
July Vince Foster, Deputy Counsel to the President and the Clintons’ longtime 

friend, commits suicide. After Hillary Clinton finds out about the news, 
she calls Thomases, who had known Foster since the 1980s. (Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, Living History, p. 176) 

 
September It is reported that Thomases may fill in for Ricki Seidman as Assistant to 

the President and Counselor to the Chief of Staff on a voluntary basis until 
Seidman returns from vacation in November. (The Washington Post, 
09/21/1993) 

 
Thomases will not fill in for Ricki Seidman at the White House because of 
conflicts of interest with her law firm’s clients. (The Washington Post, 
09/24/1993) 

 



Thomases: 1993-1995     

November There is some media speculation that Thomases may replace outgoing 
White House Deputy Chief of Staff Roy Neel. (The Washington Post, 
11/20/1993) 

 
1994 
 
March Bernard Nussbaum resigns as Counsel to the President. Thomases is 

reportedly aiding in the search for his replacement. (The Washington Post, 
03/05/1994) 

 
Thomases is identified as a member of a group of Democratic women who 
have begun an organized campaign to defend Hillary Clinton from harsh 
accusations regarding her involvement in Whitewater. (The New York 
Times, 03/29/1994) 

 
May The New York Times reports that President Clinton is seeking Thomases’ 

advice on potential nominees to replace retiring Supreme Court Justice 
Harry A. Blackmun. (The New York Times, 05/05/1994) 

 
October Hillary Clinton campaigns for her brother Hugh Rodham, who is running 

for the U.S. Senate seat in Florida. Thomases accompanies the First Lady 
on the trip. (The New York Times, 10/02/1994) 

 
November In the congressional midterm elections, Republicans win control of the 

House and Senate. Afterward, Hillary Clinton’s Chief of Staff Maggie 
Williams assembles a “Chix meeting” comprised of the First Lady’s 
closest advisers and confidantes. The meeting is intended to express 
support for Hillary Clinton and encourage her to continue her policy work. 
Thomases is a participant in the meeting. (Hillary Rodham Clinton, Living 
History, p. 260) 

 
1995 
 
July In testimony before the Senate Special Committee on Whitewater, 

Associate Counsel to the President Stephen Neuwirth says that Thomases 
had told Nussbaum of Hillary Clinton’s desire to limit the search of Vince 
Foster’s office. (The Washington Post, 07/23/1995) 

 
Senator Alfonse D’Amato (R-NY) rejects a request made by Senator 
Lauch Faircloth (R-NC) to call Hillary Clinton to testify about Thomases’ 
alleged involvement in the Foster case. D’Amato says that he would not 
call her unless there is clear and convincing evidence that would 
necessitate the First Lady’s testimony. (The Washington Post, 07/26/1995) 

 



Thomases: 1995-1996     

August Thomases testifies before the Senate Special Committee on Whitewater. 
She states that she never expressed any concern over the conduct of the 
search of Vince Foster’s office. (The Washington Post, 08/09/1995) 

 
October New York State Democratic Chairwoman Judith Hope says that Thomases 

is temporarily in charge of running President Clinton’s reelection 
campaign in the state. (The Associated Press Political Service, 
10/23/1995) 

 
The White House releases records revealing that Hillary Clinton 
telephoned Thomases one minute before Thomases called Nussbaum the 
morning police were to search Vince Foster’s office. (The Christian 
Science Monitor, 10/26/1995) 

 
November Thomases testifies before the Senate Special Committee on Whitewater. 

She states that she cannot recall the conversations she had with White 
House staffers the morning that they halted the search of Foster’s office. 
Regarding her testimony, Senator D’Amato says, “It’s not credible. It does 
not ring true….” Hillary Clinton would later write, “D’Amato called my 
friend Susan Thomases a liar as she tried to answer his questions. Her 
decades-long struggle with multiple sclerosis had impaired her memory, 
and she tried as hard as she could to respond to the bullying interrogation. 
I couldn’t console her or anyone caught up in this nightmare, because any 
discussion I might have with someone about any matter the investigators 
chose to ask about could suggest collusion or coaching. I had to avoid any 
discussion that could cause someone to answer ‘Yes’ if asked whether he 
or she had talked to me.” (The Washington Post, 11/03/1995; Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, Living History, p. 297) 

 
December For the third time, Thomases testifies before the Senate Special 

Committee on Whitewater. She is questioned about notes that she took in 
1992 regarding Hillary Clinton’s involvement in the matter. (The New 
York Times, 12/19/1995) 

 
1996 
 
January A recently released 1993 letter from then-Deputy Press Secretary Lorraine 

Voles brings Thomases’ name into the controversy over the White House 
Travel Office firings. Voles wrote that Thomases told White House Chief 
of Staff Mack McLarty that Hillary Clinton “wants these people fired.” 
(Time, 01/22/1996) 

 
March Blood Sport: The President and His Adversaries by James Stewart (New 

York: Simon and Schuster, 1996) is published. A review of the book says 
that it “portrays the Clintons as often calculating in their business dealings 
and exploitative in their relationships with close friends.” Thomases had 



Thomases: 1996-1997     

initially urged Stewart to write the book, which she reportedly intended to 
be an account of how the media and Republicans had conspired to turn 
groundless Whitewater accusations into a large-scale investigation. (The 
Washington Post, 03/06/1996) 

 
The Washington Post reports that Thomases will no longer be running 
President Clinton’s reelection campaign in New York State. (The New 
York Times, 03/17/1996) 

 
May For the fourth time, Thomases testifies before the Senate Special 

Committee on Whitewater. Senators question her about her conversations 
on the night of Foster’s death. (The Washington Post, 05/15/1996) 

 
June The Senate Special Committee on Whitewater releases its final report. It 

concludes that there is strong reason to believe that Hillary Clinton 
directed aides to prevent investigators from examining documents in 
Vince Foster’s office. The report also claims that Thomases gave 
testimony that was “not candid” in order to protect the First Lady. (The 
New York Times, 06/16/1996) 

 
Senate Republicans on the Senate Special Committee on Whitewater write 
a letter to Independent Counsel Kenneth Starr asking him to open an 
inquiry into whether Thomases and other witnesses had lied in their 
testimony before the panel. In the letter, the Senators say that they 
“encountered a disturbing pattern of contradictory, incomplete or 
inaccurate testimony” in their investigation. (The New York Times, 
06/22/1996) 

 
1997 
 
February The White House releases a list of individuals who have stayed overnight 

at the executive mansion. Thomases is named as one of the Clintons’ 
“longtime friends” who has stayed there. (The New York Times, 
02/26/1997) 

 
April Kenneth Starr begins an investigation into whether White House aides’ 

efforts to find employment for former Associate Attorney General 
Webster Hubbell were intended to bribe him to not cooperate with the 
Whitewater investigation. Hubbell had pleaded guilty to defrauding his 
clients at the Rose Law Firm of nearly $500,000. After his resignation, 
Hubbell traveled to Jakarta to meet with the Lippo Group, which has made 
contributions to the Democatic National Committee. Records show that 
Hubbell received a $100,000 payment from Lippo. The House 
Government Reform and Oversight Committee subpoenas Thomases for 
documents regarding the matter, after it is discovered that she planned to 



     

accompany Hubbell to Jakarta. Thomases says that she did not make the 
trip. (The Washington Post, 04/04/1997) 

 
1998 
 
January Reports emerge claiming that President Clinton had an affair with White 

House intern Monica Lewinsky. Newsweek reports that as soon as the 
scandal broke, Thomases was one of the first friends that Hillary Clinton 
called. (Newsweek, 02/02/1998)  

 
Thomases says that she has not discussed the Monica Lewinsky matter 
with Hillary Clinton. Regarding the Clintons’ marital relationship, 
Thomases remarks, “This woman has not the slightest doubt that this man 
is crazy about her and loves her very much….They really enjoy each other 
in very, very fundamental husband-and-wife ways. The public has a hard 
time imagining them as lovers, but they are.” (USA Today, 02/03/1998) 

 
The Clintons hold a formal dinner to celebrate the completion of a $25 
million endowment fund for the refurbishing of the White House’s public 
rooms. The fund is operated by the White House Historical Association, 
and Thomases is one of the fund’s board members. (The Washington 
Times, 01/23/1998) 

 
August The Clintons travel to the Hamptons. They visit with Thomases while they 

are there. (USA Today, 08/14/1998) 
 
November In testimony before the House Judiciary Committee regarding his conduct 

of the Whitewater investigation, Starr remarks, “We are proud, not only of 
the cases that we have won, but of our decisions not to indict. To take one 
well-known example, the Senate Whitewater Committee sent our office 
public criminal referrals on several individuals. The committee stated in 
its June 21, 1996 public letter that the testimony of Susan Thomases was 
‘particularly troubling and suggests possible violation of law.’ But this 
office did not seek charges against her.” (The New York Times, 
11/20/1998) 

 
1999 
 
April The New York Post reports that Thomases has quit her job at Willkie Farr. 

A few days later she says that the reason for her lower profile is that her 
multiple sclerosis has gotten worse. She also says that she remains busy 
with her son, the Children’s Defense Fund, and Democratic Party politics. 
Thomases says that she will not run Hillary Clinton’s prospective Senate 
campaign but that she will be supportive of her efforts. (The New York 
Post, 04/16/1999; The Hotline, 04/21/1999) 



     

 
November Thomases is on the organizing committee of a fundraising event for 

Hillary Clinton’s Senate campaign. (The Hotline, 11/11/1999) 
 
2000 
 
November Hillary Clinton defeats Representative Rick Lazio (R-NY) in the New 

York Senate race. After a contested presidential election, George W. Bush 
defeats Vice President Gore.  

 
Thomases attends the White House’s 200 year anniversary celebration. 
(Daily News, 11/12/2000) 

 
2001 
 
February Michael Tomasky publishes a book called Hillary’s Turn: Inside Her 

Improbable, Victorious Senate Campaign (New York: The Free Press, 
2001). He writes that Thomases, who was upset about the direction of 
Hillary Clinton’s campaign for the U.S. Senate, persuaded aides to hire an 
outside consultant, who conducted focus groups and found that women 
had animosity toward Hillary Clinton. The book also says that Thomases 
proposed a series of advertisements that would directly confront women 
voters’ concerns about Hillary Clinton. (The New York Times, 02/25/2001) 
  



     

SUSAN THOMASES SUGGESTED TOPICS 
Prepared by Jill Abraham 
Miller Center, University of Virginia, 08/23/2005 
 
 
1992 Campaign 
• How did you first meet Bill and Hillary Clinton? Describe your initial impressions of 

them. How did your relationship with each of them develop over the years? 
• How did you become involved in the 1992 presidential campaign? What were your 

main responsibilities? Did your roles change during the course of the campaign?  
• Describe your working relationships with Bill and Hillary Clinton during the 

campaign. Discuss the frequency and content of your interactions with them.  
• Assess Hillary Clinton’s role in the campaign. Comment on her effectiveness as an 

adviser and as a campaigner.    
• With whom on the campaign did you work most closely? On what issues? Describe 

your working relationships with James Carville, Mandy Grunwald, Stanley 
Greenberg, George Stephanopoulos, Dee Dee Meyers, David Wilhelm, and other key 
advisers. Were there any significant disagreements among the staff over the direction 
of the campaign? 

 
Transition 
• What were your main responsibilities in the transition?  
• How closely did you work with President-elect Clinton, Hillary Clinton, and Vice 

President-elect Gore on the transition? What was Hillary Clinton’s role in the 
transition?  

• With whom on the transition team did you work most closely? Characterize any 
major differences of opinion over scheduling, policy, appointments, or other matters 
among the transition staff.   

• Were you involved in selecting any nominees or appointees for federal office or any 
members of the White House staff?  

• Were you offered a position in the Administration? If so, why did you decide not to 
join? 

• Comment on your decision to return to New York and your private law practice after 
the inauguration.    

 
The Clinton Administration 
• How frequently did you visit the White House over the course of the Administration? 

What would you typically do while you were there? As time passed, did you ever 
have any discussions with President Clinton or anyone else about possibly taking a 
White House job?  

• Characterize your relationship with Hillary Clinton during the White House years. 
Would you say that your involvement with her was mostly on personal matters, or 
were you also involved on more substantive matters, including personnel decisions 
and policy? If the latter, describe your political involvement.  



     

• Discuss your experiences testifying before the Senate Special Committee on 
Whitewater. What effect did the Whitewater investigation have on you, Hillary 
Clinton, and the White House in general?  

• Did you have any role in the 1996 presidential campaign? 
• Were you involved in Hillary Clinton’s 2000 Senate campaign? Did you give her 

advice on any policies, campaign strategies, or other courses of action?  
 
The Clinton Presidency in Retrospect 
• What were Clinton’s greatest assets as President? Assess his strengths and 

weaknesses as a candidate, policymaker, and a leader of public opinion. Which of his 
attributes served him best in the presidency? 

• What were Hillary Clinton’s greatest strengths and weaknesses as First Lady?  
• Assess the partnership between the President and the First Lady. In what ways was 

she an asset to him, as a candidate and officeholder, and to the Administration? What 
should historians understand about their relationship to get a better sense about the 
real internal dynamics of this White House?  

• As a close observer of the Clinton White House, describe your assessment of the role 
of the press during the Clinton years, and also your understanding of how the 
investigative climate of those years affected this White House.  

• What features of the Clinton presidency, and your roles in it, were overlooked or 
misunderstood by the press?  

• What will be the Clinton Administration’s lasting impact on the Democratic Party? 
• How should the Clinton presidency be viewed in history? What episodes or events are 

especially instructive or revealing for the historian trying to assess this presidency?  
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