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1962 Richard Andrew Gephardt receives a BS at Northwestern University. 

 

1965 Gephardt receives a JD at the University of Michigan Law School. 

 

1968 Gephardt is elected as committeeman for the 14th ward in St. Louis. 

 

1971 Gephardt is elected alderman of the 14th ward. 

 

1976 Gephardt (D-MO) is elected to Congress as representative of Missouri for the 3rd 

district.  

 

1988 Gephardt runs for the presidential nomination of the Democratic Party, winning 

the Iowa caucuses and the South Dakota primary and placing second in the New 

Hampshire primary. Gephardt drops out after winning only the Missouri primary 

on Super Tuesday. 

 

1989 Gephardt is elected House majority leader by the Democratic caucus. 

 

1994 After the 1994 midterm elections result in a Republican majority in the House, 

Gephardt becomes minority leader.  

 

2000 

 

July Democratic insiders claim Gephardt is among the candidates under consideration 

to be Vice President Al Gore’s running mate. In the week of the 15th, Gephardt 

reportedly tells Gore he does not want to be considered, though he does not state 

outright that he would reject an offer.  (The New York Post, 07/08/2000; The St. 

Petersburg Times, 07/15/2000) 

 

 On the 18th, Gephardt tells reporters he has no intention of becoming Gore’s 

running mate: “I’ve said I don’t want to do that. And I’ve said I hope and believe 

they’ll find someone to do that other than me.”  (The Contra Costa Times,  

07 /19/2000; The New York Post, 07/19/2000; St. Louis Dispatch, 07/19/2000) 

 

August On the 4th, it is reported that Gore’s shortlist for the vice-presidential nomination 

is down to five candidates, including Gephardt, and Senators John Kerry (D-MA), 

John Edwards (D-NC), Joseph Lieberman (D-CT) and Evan Bayh (D-IN).  (The 

Globe and Mail, 08/04/2000; The New York Post, 08/04/2000; St. Louis Dispatch, 

08/04/2000) 

 

 On the 8th, Gore announces Lieberman as his vice-presidential running-mate.  

(The Atlanta Journal and Constitution, 08/07/2000) 



 On the 16th, Gephardt speaks during the Democratic National Convention.  

(CNN.com) 

 

November On the 6th, Gore and Gephardt campaign together in Missouri.  (The New York 

Post, 11/08/2000) 

 

On the 7th the presidential election is held. While Gore wins the popular vote, the 

electoral vote is too close to call, with Gore disputing the vote count in Florida. 

Gephardt is reelected but, despite Democratic gains, the Republicans maintain a 

majority in the House. Gephardt and Speaker of the House Dennis Hastert (R-IL) 

speak on the phone and agree to work together more productively in the coming 

session.  (Dennis Hastert, Speaker, Washington D.C.: Regnery Publishing, 2004, 

p. 210-211) 

 

On the 8th, a mandatory machine recount is planned for Florida.   

 

  On the 9th, the Gore campaign requests a manual recount of the ballots in Palm  

  Beach, Miami-Dade, Volusia, and Broward counties.   

 

On the 10th, the machine recount is complete.  George W. Bush’s lead is still 

intact, but is cut from 1,800 to 300 votes.  (The Washington Post, Deadlock, New 

York: PublicAffairs, 2001, p. 86; The New York Times, 11/12/2000) 

 

On the 16th, House Majority Whip Tom DeLay (R-TX) sends a memorandum to 

congressional Republicans asserting that Congress can reject a state’s electoral 

votes if it believes the votes are tainted.  Gephardt and Hastert ask CRS for 

research on the Electoral College and Congress.  (The Washington Post, 

11/22/2000) 

 

On the 21st, the Florida Supreme Court postpones certification to the 26th.  By this 

time, Bush’s lead is 930 votes with absentee ballots.  Bush decides to appeal to 

the U.S. Supreme Court.  (James A. Baker III, “Work Hard, Study…And Keep out 

of Politics!” Evanston IL: Northwestern University Press, 2008, p. 377, 381) 

 

 Florida Secretary of State Katherine Harris certifies Bush as the winner of the 

Florida vote on the 26th with 537 votes.  (The Washington Post, p. 152) 

 

 On the 27th, Gore files a lawsuit in Leon County Circuit Court contesting the 

results in Florida.  Daschle and Gephardt join other Congressional Democrats for 

a press conference in Tallahassee, Florida, in support of Gore.  Later, the court 

would rule that recounts would not change the election, and Gore appeals to the 

Florida Supreme Court. Later that day Gephardt and Daschle join Gore and 

Lieberman on a conference call.  (The Washington Post, 11/28/2000; Daily News, 

11/28/2000) 

 



On the 28th, Gephardt argues that the recount process must run its course to ensure 

the newly elected president can govern effectively.  (Contra Costa Times, 

11/29/2000) 

December On the 4th, Gore’s legal team announces it will challenge the Florida results in 

Florida’s Supreme Court. Gephardt and Daschle release a statement supporting 

Gore’s decision.  (The Atlanta Journal and Constitution, 12/05/2000) 

 On the 8th, the Florida Supreme Court orders a recount of over 70,000 ballots 

previously rejected by machine counters. Gephardt and Daschle release a joint 

statement in support of the decision.  (The New York Post, 12/09/2000) 

On the 12th, the Supreme Court rules that a statewide recount of ballots in Florida 

was unconstitutional and that a full recount could not be concluded before the 

December 12 deadline. The rulings result in Gore’s concession.  

On the 14th, Bush meets with Gephardt and Daschle.  (The Washington Times, 

12/15/2000) 

On the 17th, Gephardt appears on Meet the Press and calls on the Bush 

Administration to put forward proposals that can be passed through “honest 

compromises with everybody at the table, not just cherry-picking a few 

Democrats to make something look bipartisan.” (The New York Post, 12/18/2000) 

During the same interview Gephardt refuses to confirm he considers Bush the 

“legitimate 43rd president of the United States.”  (Karl Rove, Courage and 

Consequence: My Life as a Conservative in the Fight, New York: Threshold 

Editions, 2010, p. 223) 

 

On the 18th, Bush meets with Lott, Hastert, Gephardt, and Daschle.  (Ron 

Suskind, The Price of Loyalty, New York: Simon & Schuster, 2004, p. 8) 

 

2001 

 

January On the 11th, a congressional delegation led by Gephardt visits South Korea to 

discuss matters related to trade and North Korea.  (The Korea Herald, 

01/09/2001) 

 

On the 20th, Bush is inaugurated as the 43rd President of the United States. 

Gephardt attends the inauguration and the subsequent lunch with Bush and other 

congressional leaders.  (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 01/21/2001) 

 

During its first week in office, the Bush Administration announces its No Child 

Left Behind (NCLB) education initiative and a $1.6 trillion tax cut proposal. In 

response, to the proposal, Gephardt states that “at first glance, it looks like we 

have some important goals in common […] but I am troubled by his voucher 

proposal.”  (St. Louis Dispatch, 01/24/2001; The Washington Post, 01/24/2001) 

 



February Democratic lawmakers hold their annual three day retreat from the 3rd through the 

5th with Bush as one of the speakers. A week before the retreat, Gephardt voices 

his appreciation for Bush’s initial efforts to reach out to Democrats: “He’s talking 

to everybody and really trying to put together honest coalitions.”  (St. Louis-

Dispatch, 02/05/2001) 

 

 On the 14th, Gephardt announces a special committee to investigate election 

issues, stating that “Democrats understand that last year’s election revealed real 

flaws and cracks in our voting system.” The committee is chaired by Rep. Maxine 

Waters (D-CA).  (St. Louis-Dispatch, 02/15/2001) 

 

Mar.-April The House passes a series of tax cuts that include Bush’s general tax cut plan, a 

reduction of taxes for people who have children or are married, and a phase-out of 

the estate tax. Gephardt supports cutting taxes but by a lower amount than 

proposed by the Bush administration. An alternative Democratic tax cut proposal 

is rejected and the House passes the Bush tax cuts largely along partisan lines.  

(Congressional Quarterly, 2001 CQ Almanac, Washington, D.C.: Congressional 

Quarterly, Inc., 2002, p. 18-3; Contra Costa Times, 01/29/2001; St. Louis 

Dispatch, 01/29/2001; Financial Times, 02/16/2001; The New York Times, 

03/04/2001; The Daily News, 03/09/2001; San Jose Mercury News, 03/09/2001)   

 

March On the 28th, the Bush administration announces it will not put into effect the 

Kyoto climate treaty. Gephardt condemns the decision, stating that “this is a go-it-

alone American policy on the environment, and it must not stand.”  (St. Louis 

Post-Dispatch, 03/29/2001) 

 

 On the 29th, the House passes a budget for the 2002 fiscal year along mostly 

partisan lines. Gephardt votes against the proposed budget.  (St. Louis Post-

Dispatch, 03/29/2001) 

  

April On the 4th, the House passes a bill that will repeal the estate tax. Gephardt calls 

the vote “a mistake we will pay for for years to come.”  (Contra Costa Times, 

04/05/2001) 

 

May On the 2nd, Bush announces the creation of a bipartisan 16-member commission 

to study the future of Social Security and provide details to the Bush 

Administration’s proposal to have workers invest their Social Security taxes in the 

stock market. Gephardt criticizes the committee for being biased, saying “this is 

not a bipartisan Social Security commission, this is a presidential advocacy 

commission. It is a preordained outcome.”  (The Denver Post, 05/03/2001) 

 

 On the 15th, Democrats in the House of Representatives present an alternative 

energy plan which would limit wholesale electricity prices in the wake of 

California’s energy crunch.  (San Jose Mercury News, 05/16/2001; USA Today, 

05/16/2001) 

 



On the 23rd, the House passes its five-year, $22.8 billion NCLB bill.  (2001 CQ 

Almanac, p. 8-5) 

 

June On the 6th, the Democrats regain control of the Senate when James Jeffords (R-

VT, thereafter I-VT) leaves the Republican Party to caucus with the Democrats as 

an Independent.   

 

July On the 20th and 21st, Gephardt campaigns for Rep. Leonard Boswell (D-IA) in 

Iowa. The campaign trip is seen as evidence of Gephardt’s presidential ambitions 

for 2004.  (Telegraph Herald, 07/10/2001) 

 

August On the 1st, the House passes an omnibus energy bill that follows the 

recommendations of Vice-President Dick Cheney’s energy task force.  The bill 

supports an increase in production of gas and oil (drilling in ANWR), improves 

fuel economy standards, promotes renewable fuel research, cleaner coal, and tax 

incentives for alternative energy sources and conservation.  However, Senate 

Democrats cancel a mark-up of their bill.  (2001 CQ Almanac, p. 9-3) 

 

 On the 2nd, the House passes a patient’s “bill of rights” that includes limits on 

lawsuits against insurance companies. Only five Democratic members vote in 

favor and Gephardt states that “this bill is better for the HMOs than it is for the 

patients.”  (The Atlanta Journal Constitution, 08/03/2001) 

 

September On the 5th, Bush announces a $75 billion stimulus plan focusing on a corporate 

tax cut and other tax changes, such as repealing the corporate alternative 

minimum tax (ATM) to get companies to invest in their businesses, hoping to 

spur growth.  The plan does not resolve the division among Democrats and 

Republicans.  Although Bush decides to offer tax rebates, Democrats criticize the 

plan for not doing enough for low-income and unemployed people.  (Rove, pp. 

306-307; The Washington Post, 10/06/2001) 

 

 On the 11th, shortly after the terrorist attacks in New York, Pennsylvania and 

Washington D.C., Gephardt and the other Congressional leaders are taken to the 

U.S. Capitol Police headquarters. Shortly afterwards, the leaders are moved to a 

secure location. They return to the Capitol in the evening for a press conference.  

(St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 09/12/2001) 

 

 On the 12th, Bush and Cheney meet with Gephardt, Senate Minority Leader Trent 

Lott (R-MS), Daschle, Hastert, and a dozen other congressional lawmakers for a 

briefing.  Bush reportedly tells them that the U.S. is at war. Gephardt states his 

support for the Bush administration. (Dick Cheney, In My Time, New York: 

Threshold Editions, 2011, p. 329; Hastert, p. 232; Ari Fleischer, Taking Heat, 

New York: William Morrow, 2005, p. 156; The Washington Post, 01/27/2002; St. 

Petersburg Times, 09/13/2001) 

 



On the 15th, Congress passes $40 billion in aid and a joint resolution authorizing 

the use of force against those responsible for the 9/11 terrorist attacks.  The House 

passes the force resolution by a 420-1 vote.  (2001 CQ Almanac, p. 7-8) 

 

On the 16th, members of the Bush Administration appear on the Sunday morning 

talk shows urging patience and denouncing the terrorist attacks. Gephardt states 

his support for Bush: “The terrorists who did this want us to break up and fight 

with one another, and that’s the last thing we’re going to do. We’re going to fight 

together with the President and the people who have been heroic and courageous 

and wonderful, and we’re going to win this.”  (Daily News, 09/17/2001) 

 

On the 20th, Bush gives an address to a joint session of Congress.   

  

 On the 22nd, Bush signs a $15 billion airline bailout package. Gerphardt calls the 

package “a good first step.”  (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 09/24/2001) 

 

 On the 27th, Bush delivers a speech to airline workers at Chicago’s O’Hare 

Airport with Gephardt in attendance. During the flight back to Washington D.C., 

Gephardt and Bush discuss the response to the 9/11 attacks. During this meeting 

Gephardt reportedly tells Bush a stimulus package that incorporates rebates for 

middle- and lower-income households would be acceptable to Democrats in the 

House.  (Rove, pp. 305-307) 

 

Oct.-Dec. On October 24th, the House passes a $100 billion economic stimulus plan 

focusing on corporate tax cuts and a one-time individual tax rebate.  The Senate 

Finance Committee passes its bill on November 4th, focusing on new spending 

and less on tax cuts.  By December, both Republicans and Democrats fail to reach 

a consensus.  (2001 CQ Almanac, pp. 18-7 to 18-18; The Washington Post, 

12/20/2002) 

 

October Bush begins weekly breakfasts with Lott, Daschle, Gephardt, and Hastert.  (Trent 

Lott, Herding Cats: A Life in Politics, New York: Regan Books, 2005, p. 229; St. 

Louis Post-Dispatch, 10/07/2001) 

 

 Bush and Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta work with Congress on the 

aviation security bill. The biggest issue is whether to federalize the role of 

screening passengers and baggage. The Senate shows wider support for 

federalization, while conservative House Republicans do not support increasing 

the federal workforce by some 28,000 people.  Mineta draws up a transition plan 

where the federal government would tighten security standards, train workers, and 

assess screener performance, but federal workers would not do the actual 

screening.  However, to appease House Democrats a couple days later, Mineta 

tells House Republicans that Bush says he would not oppose federalizing 

screeners to get a bill passed by Congress, reportedly antagonizing the GOP 

leadership.  After the Senate passes a bill making screeners federal employees, 

Bush reportedly begins to stiffen his opposition against federalization by sending 



a letter to Hastert in support of the House version of the bill, which focuses on 

hiring private contractors.  (The Washington Post, 10/03/2001, 10/04/2001, 

10/05/2001, 10/26/2001; The New York Times, 10/13/2001) 

 

 On the 7th, Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan begins.  Hastert, Daschle, 

and Lott are reportedly told about the strikes two days before. Bush reportedly 

tells General Tommy Franks he will also inform Gephardt.  (Bob Woodward, 

Bush at War, New York: Simon & Schuster, 2002, p. 200)  

 

The Capitol shuts down on the 17th amidst an anthrax scare.  Three days later, 

anthrax is discovered at the Ford House Office Building.  (Hastert, p. 235) 

 

On the 17th, Bush asks Congress for $1.2 billion to stockpile emergency 

medicines, including $300 million for local and state hospitals, and legislation to 

better prepare for a bio-terrorist attack.  Some local officials respond that the $300 

million is inadequate, and it should be in the billions.  The House passes its bill, 

and awaits a conference.  (2001 CQ Almanac, p. 12-9; The Washington Post, 

10/18/2001, 11/05/2001, 11/16/2001) 

 

 On the 24th, the House passes the Patriot Act and the Senate passes it the next day.  

The House successfully inserts a sunset clause on most of the surveillance 

provisions for 2006. 

 

November On the 19th, Bush signs the Aviation Transportation and Security Act.  The bill 

creates the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) and requires all 

checked luggage to be screened for explosives by January 18, 2002.  (The 

Washington Post, 11/20/2001) 

 

On the 22nd, Gephardt and Daschle travel to Mexico and meet with President 

Vicente Fox. During the visit, Gephardt states he and other lawmakers are 

committed to immigration reform which would grant legal status to millions of 

undocumented Hispanic workers.  (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 11/23/2001) 

 

December On the 11th, a final version of NCLB is announced.  A major obstacle was state 

control over use of federal funds. The compromise provides that all states can 

shift small portions of federal money for any educational purpose, but money 

directed to the poorest children can’t be diverted.  In a pilot program, seven states 

and 150 districts can shift more money than the rest. Congress passes the measure 

by substantial margins.  (2001 CQ Almanac, p. 8-3 to 8-10) 

 

 On the 12th, the House passes its own bioterrorism bill.  It differs from the Senate 

version by funding amounts, antitrust exemptions for drug companies, and food 

import restrictions.  On the 20th, the Senate substitutes its bill with the House’s 

and passes the bill.  Bush signs it in June 2002.  (2001 CQ Almanac, pp. 12-9, S-

77) 



The defense bill passes Congress on the 13th.  It has a five percent increase in 

weapons procurement, but Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld says he is 

disappointed that Congress will delay the closing of some military bases until 

2005.  Rumsfeld has been pushing for another round of base closings that started 

under the Clinton Administration.  (The New York Times, 12/13/2001) 

On the 20th, the House passes a stimulus bill that includes business investment 

incentives, accelerated tax cuts, a $600 rebate for lower-income workers, and 13 

more weeks of unemployment benefits.  The Senate fails to pass one and 

Congress waits until the next year to deal with the matter.  (Hastert, p. 237; The 

Washington Times, 12/24/2001) 

 

2002 

 

January On the 8th, Bush signs the No Child Left Behind Act. 

 

On the 9th, Gephardt begins a ten-day tour of the Middle East with stops in 

Morocco, Egypt, Lebanon, Syria and Israel. The trip is intended to provide 

members of Congress with an update of the Middle East and the peace process 

between Israel and Palestine.  (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 01/04/2002) 

 

On the 24th, Gephardt gives a speech on new economic policies during a meeting 

of the Democratic Leadership Council. While the speech is part of a set of 

addresses by Democrats in the run up to the State of the Union, it is also seen by 

some as a first step towards Gephardt’s presidential campaign. Gephardt calls for 

an economic growth summit, tax credits for hybrid cars, investments in homeland 

security technology, and a universal pension system that workers can transfer 

when they change jobs. Gephardt also discusses the collapse of Enron and the 

need for oversight and regulation.  (San Jose Mercury News, 01/24/2002; St. 

Louis Post-Dispatch, 01/24/2002, 01/25/2002; Knight Ridder, 01/26/2002) 

 

On the 29th, Bush delivers the State of the Union address. In the Democratic 

response, Gephardt focuses on economic issues, Social Security and Medicare, 

and calls for a tax break for higher education.  (USA Today, 01/30/2002) 

 

February In the wake of the fall of the Enron Corporation, Bush calls for 401(k) reform that 

allows workers to sell company stock from their 401 (k) plans after three years.  

(The New York Times, 02/02/2002) 

 

The House debates campaign finance reform. Some controversy arises when 

Hastert schedules the vote on the bill for the 13th, while Gephardt is still 

recovering from hernia surgery. Debate on the bill starts on the 12th, with 

Gephardt communicating with Democratic members of Congress through 

telephone. The House passes the bill in the early hours of the 14th.  (St. Louis 

Post-Dispatch, 02/11/2002, 02/13/2002; USA Today, 02/13/2002, Knight Ridder, 

02/14/2002) 

 



March On the 4th, Bush announces up to a 30 percent increase in tariffs on most imported 

steel to protect the U.S. steel industry.  It is not an across-the-board tariff, and it is 

meant only to help the U.S. industry restructure and modernize.  (The Washington 

Post, 03/05/2002) 

 

 On the 9th, Bush signs an economic stimulus bill.  It provides $43 billion worth of 

business tax breaks and extends unemployment insurance benefits.  The tax 

breaks are significantly less than what the White House wanted.   (The Wall Street 

Journal, 02/22/2002; CQ Weekly, 03/09/2002) 

 

 Bush signs the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 on the 27th, which 

eliminates all soft money donations to national party committees and curtails ads 

by non-party organizations. 

 

April On the 15th, Gephardt participates during a pro-Israel rally in Washington D.C., 

stating support for preserving and strengthening Israel’s security and securing a 

just and lasting peace for all.  (The Jerusalem Post, 04/16/2002; San Jose 

Mercury News, 04/16/2002) 

 

May Congress passes the $4.2 billion bioterrorism bill with states getting $1.5 billion 

in federal grants to prepare for a biological attack.  Bush signs it in June.  (The 

New York Times, 05/22/2002; CQ Weekly, 12/07/2002) 

 

 On the 16th, in response to reports indicating that U.S. intelligence agencies may 

not have properly assessed terrorist threats prior to the 9/11 attacks, Gephardt and 

other members of Congress demand an independent investigation. Bush and 

Cheney in separate comments reject the criticism from Democrats, stating the 

critique undermines the U.S.’s ability to fight the war on terror.  (Knight Ridder, 

05/17/2002; The New York Post, 05/17/2002; The Daily News, 05/18/2002) 

 

June On the 4th, Gephardt presents his proposals regarding American foreign policy in 

the second of a series of policy addresses. In the speech, Gephardt states his 

support for Bush’s efforts in the war on terror, and his policy of removing 

Saddam Hussein from power in Iraq but critiques the Bush Administration for 

failing to connect with allies.  (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 06/04/2002) 

 

On the 6th, Bush unveils his plan to create the Department of Homeland Security.  

Gephardt welcomes Bush’s proposals.  (The Washington Times, 06/14/2001; 

Knight Ridder, 06/07/2002) 

 

On the 16th, Congressional leaders confirm reports that Bush has ordered the CIA 

to topple Saddam through the use of lethal force if necessary. Gephardt states that, 

while the “no assassinations” policy remains in place, he believes the drive to 

topple Saddam represents “an appropriate action to take. I hope it succeeds in its 

quest.”  (The Ottawa Citizen, 06/17/2002) 

 



On the 20th, Gephardt criticizes Bush’s reported intention of calling for the 

creation of a provisional Palestinian state, questioning the timing of the proposal 

when “barbaric suicide attacks against Israelis continue now on a daily basis.”  

(St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 06/21/2002) 

 

 The House passes legislation that would add a prescription drug benefit to 

Medicare, allowing Medicare beneficiaries to buy new private insurance policies 

for prescription drugs. The Senate does not pass a Medicare prescription drug 

benefit in 2002.  (Congressional Quarterly, 2002 CQ Almanac, Washington, D.C.: 

Congressional Quarterly, Inc., 2003, pp. 10-3 to 10-7) 

 

July On the 9th, Bush gives a speech on corporate accountability on Wall Street.  Bush 

proposes some limited penalties and SEC funding for oversight.  However, 

Congress doesn’t see it as enough and pushes for more money and stringent 

penalties in its bill. Gephardt and Daschle appear with out-of-work former 

employees of WorldCom and Enron in Congress. Bush accepts some of the 

stronger remedies proposed in the Democrats’ “investor’s bill of rights” and signs 

a final bill on the 30th.  (The Washington Post, 07/11/2002; The New York Times, 

07/12/2002; The Herald Sun, 07/10/2002; CQ Weekly, 07/13/2002) 

 

The House passes the Homeland Security Act of 2002 by a 295-132 vote. 

 

On the 29th, Gephardt appears at the Democratic Leadership Council conference. 

During his speech, Gephardt critiques Bush’s leadership on the economy.  (USA 

Today, 07/29/2002) 

 

August On the 2nd, Bush meets with Gephardt, Lott, Daschle, and Hastert about Iraq. The 

president tells them that Saddam Hussein has no intention of complying with 

weapons inspectors and hopes for an open dialogue with Congress about this 

threat.  Bush also says that, at the right time, the Administration will go to 

Congress for approval for any necessary action.  (Fleischer, pp. 277-279) 

 

 On the 11th, during a speech in Las Vegas, Democratic National Committee 

chairman Terry McAuliffe claims Bush has “cynically made 9/11 the cornerstone 

of the Republican 2002 election strategy” and has “used September’s tragedy to 

explain away” issues regarding the economy. McAuliffe’s speech is reportedly 

sanctioned by Daschle and Gephardt.  (The London Times, 08/12/2002) 

 

 On the 26th, in a speech to the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Cheney argues that a 

military strike against Iraq should come sooner rather than later. The Bush 

Administration has not yet confirmed it will seek a vote in Congress authorizing 

such military action. Gephardt states that Bush will need “the decisive support of 

the public and their elected representatives” and that “it is therefore imperative 

that Congress consider and vote on the president’s plan.”  (USA Today, 

08/27/2002) 

 



September On the 4th, Bush discusses Iraq and a use of force resolution with eighteen 

senators and congressmen at the White House.  Daschle supports the idea of 

building a coalition as was done for Desert Storm.  Daschle and Gephardt tell 

Bush that he needs to get “aggressively engaged” in order for his resolution to 

pass.  (Bob Woodward, Plan of Attack, New York: Simon & Schuster, 2004, pp. 

169-170; Fleischer, p. 277) 

 

On the 12th, Bush delivers a speech at the United Nations (UN) general assembly 

meeting in New York in which he calls on the UN to confront Saddam. Gephardt 

calls the speech “a constructive and positive step in our effort to build a strategy 

to deal with an important problem” but warned that the Bush Administration must 

continue to present the case for military intervention to Congress and international 

allies.  (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 09/13/2002) 

 

On the 19th, the Bush Administration presents a resolution to Congress which 

would provide Bush with the authority to “use all means that he determines to be 

appropriate, including force” against Iraq. Gephardt calls the resolution “an 

important first step.”  (The Daily News, 09/20/2002) 

 

On the 20th, in a meeting with the editorial board of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 

Gephardt criticizes Bush’s approach to foreign policy, stating that “a lot of his 

verbiage is loose, unhelpful, and not appropriate,” adding that Bush “likes things 

in black-and-white terms […] then he runs into the fact that the world is always 

gray and these problems always require help from other countries and cooperating 

with other countries.” Gephardt does state his support for confronting Iraq’s 

weapons of mass destruction (WMD) program.  (The Tribune, 09/21/2002) 

 

On the 27th, The New York Times publishes an editorial written by Gephardt in 

which he criticizes Bush and Cheney for using the war on terror against 

Democratic candidates in the midterm campaign.  (The New York Times, 

09/27/2002) 

 

October On the 2nd, Bush meets with congressional leaders at the White House to discuss 

the language of the resolution that would authorize the use of force against Iraq. 

Gephardt supports a resolution that would allow the Bush Administration to use 

such force without a UN authorization if Iraq continues to ignore ‘relevant’ UN 

resolutions. Gephardt appears with Bush at a press conference and explains his 

support as being based on his conclusion that only bipartisan unity could avert 

war with Iraq. Daschle does not attend the press conference, but indicates that he 

will most likely vote in favor.  (Fleisher, pp. 89 and 287; The Atlanta Journal 

Constitution, 10/01/2002; Contra Costa Times, 10/03/2002; USA Today, 

10/03/2002; St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 10/04/2002; The Daily News, 10/07/2002) 

 

 On the 9th, Gephardt and Daschle send a letter to Bush urging him to fire Harvey 

Pitt, the chairman of the Securities and Exchange Commission. Pitt is accused of 

being influenced in his selection of the head of the Public Company Accounting 



Oversight Board by the accounting industry itself.  (The London Times, 

10/10/2002) 

 

On the 10th, the House passes a resolution to give Bush authority to use force 

against Iraq by a 296-133 vote. In the days before the vote, Bush and Gephardt 

speak on the phone. The Senate passes it the next day.  (Bob Woodward, Plan of 

Attack, New York: Simon & Schuster, 2004, p. 200; The New York Times, 

10/22/2002) 

 

On the 15th, Gephardt calls for $125 billion in new federal spending and $75 

billion in new tax cuts to stimulate the economy. The White House calls the plan 

“interesting.”  (St. Petersburg Times, 10/16/2002)  

 

November During the congressional midterm elections on the 5th, Republicans gain seats in 

the House and Senate. In response, Gephardt announces his resignation as 

minority leader. After a lengthy debate in the Democratic caucus Minority Whip 

Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) is selected as the new minority leader.  (Daily News, 

11/06/2002; St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 11/07/2002, 11/08/2002; USA Today, 

11/08/2002; St. Petersburg Times, 11/09/2002) 

 

After his resignation as minority leader, reports indicate Gephardt begins 

organizing a campaign for the Democratic presidential nomination by reaching 

out to supporters in early primary states and planning a visit to Iowa in January.  

(St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 11/24/2002) 

 

December On the 1st, Senator John Kerry (D-MA) announces he will file a statement of 

candidacy with the Federal Election Commission, allowing him to set up a 

campaign committee and to begin raising money. The only candidate who so far 

has officially announced himself as actively running for the Democratic 

presidential nomination is former Governor Howard Dean (D-VT).  (San Jose 

Mercury News, 12/02/2002) 

  

 On the 15th, Gore announces he will not run for the presidency in 2004.  (The 

Guardian, 12/16/2002) 

 

2003 

 

January On the 2nd, Senator John Edwards (D-NC) announces he is running for president.  

(St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 01/05/2003) 

 

On the 3rd, invitations to a future fund-raising event are reportedly sent out by 

accident under the heading “Richard Gephardt for President Exploratory 

Committee.” Gephardt officially files papers to form the exploratory committee 

on the 6th.  (The Daily Telegraph, 01/04/2003; The Washington Post, 01/11/2003) 

 



On the 7th, sources close to Gephardt confirm he will not run for reelection for his 

House seat in 2004.  (St. Louis Dispatch, 01/05/2003) 

 

On the 10th, Gephardt campaigns in South Carolina. During his appearance, 

Gephardt critiques Bush as being “a nice man” but that he is “uninformed, he is 

inexperienced and he has no curiosity.”  (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 01/11/2003) 

 

On the 13th, Lieberman announces his candidacy for the presidency.  (Knight 

Ridder, 01/14/2003) 

 

February On the 3rd, Bush announces his $2.23 trillion budget.  It forecasts a $304 billion  

  deficit.  The top priority, Office of Management and Budget Director Mitch  

  Daniels argues, is protecting the country from a terrorist attack, although some  

  Republicans are worried about selling tax cuts in a time of deficit. Part of the  

  Administration’s proposal is a $695 billion tax cut package to eliminate taxes on  

  dividends, speed up rate cuts, and increase the child tax credit.  (The New York  

  Times, 02/04/2003; The Washington Post, 02/05/2003) 

 

On the 19th, Gephardt officially announces his candidacy for the Democratic 

presidential nomination with a rally in St. Louis.  (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 

02/16/2003, 02/20/2003) 

 

On the 23rd, Gephardt appears on Meet The Press and is challenged on his support 

for Bush’s policies on Iraq. Gephardt states he believes a UN resolution 

authorizing force remains possible, and he criticizes Bush for not having done 

enough to build consensus at home and abroad.  (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 

02/24/2003) 

 

 On the 27th, Treasury Secretary John Snow announces the Administration’s tax 

cut package on Capitol Hill.  Bush sends Cabinet members to key states to drum 

up support.  (The Washington Post, 02/28/2003) 

 

March  On the 17th, Bush, Rice, and Cheney conduct a congressional briefing about the   

  Iraqi war.  (Woodward, Plan of Attack, pp. 368-369) 

 

 U.S. and coalition forces launch airstrikes in Iraq on the 19th.   (The Washington 

Post, 03/23/2003) 

 

 On the 25th, Gephardt returns to active campaigning in South Carolina after a 

break due to the beginning of the Iraq war.  (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 03/25/2003) 

 

April In the first quarter of fundraising, Gephardt raised $3.6 million. Edwards raised 

the highest amount of Democratic presidential candidates at $7.4 million.  (Daily 

News, 04/04/2003) 



May On the 1st, Senate and House leaders agree to abandon Bush’s plan to eliminate all 

taxes on dividends.  (The New York Times, 05/02/2003) 

 On the 3rd, the Democratic presidential candidates hold their first debate. 

Gephardt and Kerry both reiterate their support for the war in Iraq. Nearly all 

candidates attack Gephardt’s proposal to provide corporations with tax credits for 

providing health insurance for employees.  (The New York Times, 05/03/2003; 

San Jose Mercury News, 05/04/2003; St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 05/04/2003) 

On the 14th, Gephardt is endorsed by Pelosi and several other members of the 

House.  (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 05/13/2003) 

In response to terrorist attacks in Casablanca, Morocco on the 16th, Gephardt 

criticizes the Bush Administration’s war on terror, stating that “we are vulnerable 

to future attacks because this administration has not done its job.”  (The 

Guardian, 05/19/2003)  

 

June On the 8th, during an appearance on Face The Nation, Gephardt states he would 

appoint Supreme Court justices who would preserve Roe v. Wade if he is elected 

president.  (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 06/09/2003) 

 

July During the second quarter of the year, Dean receives $7.5 million in donations, 

out-raising all his opponents. Gephardt raises $3.88 million, more than $1 million 

below the campaign’s own goal.   (USA Today, 07/02/2003; St. Louis Post-

Dispatch, 07/16/2003) 

 

 On the 8th, the White House confirms that Bush’s claims about Iraqi attempts at 

buying uranium were based on false information. Gephardt calls this “a failure of 

presidential leadership” and calls for “a full, open investigation by the Congress.”  

(USA Today, 07/09/2003) 

 

 On the 25th, Republicans in the House successfully pass an overhaul of the Head 

Start program by a 217-216 vote, with Gephardt absent. Press accounts indicate 

that since beginning his presidential campaign, Gephardt has missed nearly 90% 

of votes in the House.  (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 07/26/2003) 

 

September On the 9th, the Democratic presidential candidates debate in Baltimore. Gephardt, 

Kerry and Edwards are criticized for their support for the bill authorizing Bush to 

use force against Iraq.  (The Denver Post, 09/10/2003) 

 

 On the 17th, former NATO supreme allied commander General Wesley Clark 

announces he is a candidate for the Democratic presidential nomination.  (St. 

Louis Post-Dispatch, 09/17/2003) 

 



 The AFL-CIO announces on the 30th that it will not make a presidential 

endorsement in the near future. The decision is seen as detrimental to the 

Gephardt campaign.  (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 10/01/2003) 

 

October During the third quarter, Dean raises $14.3 million, a new record for a Democratic 

primary candidate in a pre-election year. Gephardt raises $3.8 million.  (St. Louis 

Post-Dispatch, 10/01/2003; 10/16/2003) 

 

 In late October both Clark and Lieberman announce they will no longer campaign 

in Iowa. Dean and Gephardt have both been campaigning heavily there and are 

tied in the polls.  (The National Post, 10/21/2003) 

 

November Congress passes the prescription bill conference report. The final bill offers 

seniors a prescription drug benefit through participating managed care plans. 

Among other things, it creates a pilot program beginning in 2010 in which 

Medicare and private insurers compete on price in six metropolitan areas for six 

years; it provides $86 billion in tax breaks and subsidies to encourage employers 

not to drop existing drug coverage for their retirees and creates health savings 

accounts to allow Americans to save for medical costs. The bill also includes $14 

billion that private insurers can tap to provide health insurance for Medicare 

recipients in unprofitable markets and provides $25 billion for rural hospitals and 

providers. Bush signs it in December.  (2003 CQ Almanac, pp. 11-7 to 11-13) 

 

December On the 9th, Gore endorses Dean.  (USA Today, 12/09/2003) 

 

 On the 13th, American troops in Iraq capture Saddam Hussein.  In response, Dean 

states that the “capture of Saddam has not made America safer.”  (St. Louis Post-

Dispatch, 12/16/2003) 

 

2004 

 

January Dean raises $15 million in the last quarter of 2003, Gephardt’s fundraising is 

expected to be near $4 million for the same period.  (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 

01/01/2004) 

 

 Despite Dean’s previous front runner status and Gephardt’s close ties to the state, 

polls show Kerry and Edwards gaining in the run-up to the Iowa caucuses. On the 

19th, Kerry wins the Iowa caucus with Edwards coming in second and Dean third. 

Gephardt comes in at fourth place with 11% of the vote.  (The Daily News, 

01/04/2004, 01/20/2004; St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 01/04/2004, 01/18/2004; The 

New York Post, 01/09/2004, 01/18/2004) 

 

 On the 20th, Gephardt flies back home to Missouri where he announces he will 

end his presidential campaign.  (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 01/21/2004) 

 



Bush proposes immigration reform.  He favors a guest-worker status for 

undocumented aliens.  Some Republican constituents see this measure as a sign of 

amnesty.  (The Washington Times, 01/28/2004) 

 

February On the 6th, Gephardt endorses Kerry.  (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 02/06/2004) 

 

 On the 12th, Clark ends his campaign. 

 

On the 17th, Dean ends his campaign. 

 

March On the 2nd, Edwards ends his campaign, making Kerry the presumptive 

Democratic presidential candidate.  

 

 On the 3rd, the Kerry campaign announces it will begin the vice-presidential 

candidate search process. Gephardt is seen as a likely candidate together with 

Edwards and Governor Bill Richardson (D-NM).  (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 

03/04/2004) 

 

April The House passes a $275 billion highway and transit bill, but Bush threatens to 

veto it because it is too costly.  The Senate passes a $318 billion bill.  (The New 

York Times, 04/03/2004) 

 

 On the 17th, at a speech given in Missouri, Gephardt praises Kerry and condemns 

Bush, stating that “[Bush] is bankrupting the country and he doesn’t even want to 

talk about it. He’s got to go!”  (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 04/18/2004) 

 

June The House passes a $31 billion energy bill, but the Senate does not have enough 

votes to pass similar legislation.  (The New York Times, 06/16/2004) 

 

 Kerry’s shortlist for his vice-presidential candidate is reported to be down to 

Gephardt, Edwards, and Senator Bob Graham (D-FL).  (St. Petersburg Times, 

06/25/2004) 

 

July On the 6th The New York Post reports Gephardt has been selected as Kerry’s 

running mate. That same day, Kerry announces his selection of Edwards. 

Gephardt pledges he will campaign for the Kerry-Edwards ticket.  (The New York 

Post, 07/06/2004; St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 07/06/2004; The Daily News, 

07/06/2004) 

 

 On the 22nd, the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United 

States releases its report on the 9/11 attacks and the subsequent War on Terror.  

 

On the 27th, Gephardt gives a speech in support of the Kerry-Edwards ticket 

during the Democratic National Convention in Boston.  (The Providence Journal, 

07/28/2004) 

 



September On the 24th, the House introduces a national security bill based on the 

recommendations of the 9/11 Commission.  It follows the White House’s wishes 

to create a national intelligence director.  House Democrats say they were closed 

out of the bill’s drafting process.  (The New York Times, 09/25/2004) 

 

October The Senate and House pass their bills to restructure U.S. intelligence, but on the 

22nd, negotiations break down.  It remains unclear if the director of CIA (DCIA) 

will be independent from the new DNI or be placed under DNI control.  (The 

Washington Post, 10/17/2004, 10/24/2004) 

  

On the 22nd, Bush signs a corporate tax overhaul bill that cuts corporate taxes 

from 35 percent to 32 percent, worth about $76.5 billion, and cuts taxes on 

overseas profits.  (The Washington Post, 10/12/2004) 

 

November On the 2nd, Bush is predicted as the winner of the 2004 presidential election. 

Kerry concedes on the 3rd.  

 

2005 

 

January On the 3rd, Gephardt’s last term as member of the House ends.  
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RICHARD GEPHARDT SUGGESTED TOPICS 
Prepared by Boris Heersink 

Miller Center, University of Virginia, 07/02/2014 

 

The 2000 Election 

• Discuss your role in the 2000 campaign. 

• Did you have any prior relationship with George W. Bush before 2000? 

• How did the Florida recount situation look to you from your congressional leadership 

position in Washington? 

 

House Minority Leader 

• Discuss your communications with the president-elect during the transition period. How 

extensive was your planning for the early months after the inauguration? 

• How did questions about Bush’s legitimacy affect his early relationship with Congress? 

• Give us your views on bipartisanship in Congress during your tenure with President Bush. 

• Tell us about President Bush’s relationship with members of Congress.  Discuss your 

assessment of his expectations of Congress.  How accessible was the president to you and 

other congressional leaders?   

• Describe your working relationship with the White House. With whom did you interact on a 

regular basis? Did you find the Bush Legislative Affairs staff effective? 

• Tell us about your relationship with Vice President Dick Cheney and his staff.   

• Assess your party’s leadership team during the 43rd presidency.  When did it work especially 

well?  Not so well? 

 

9/11 and the War on Terror 

• Tell us about your experiences on September 11th.   

• When was your first conversation with Bush after the terrorist attacks on 9/11? How would 

you describe this conversation?  

• Tell us about your role in passing the Patriot Act.   

• When did you learn about the terrorist surveillance program?   

• Discuss the difficulties in establishing the 9/11 Commission and then the response to its 

report.  

• Tell us about your role in passing the homeland security bill and reforming the intelligence 

gathering agencies and congressional committees. 

• How much concern was there during your tenure about the growth of presidential power 

attendant to the War on Terror? Was this a significant issue of contention with the White 

House? Did you feel the climate to criticize the president on foreign policy change during this 

time? 

• How effective was congressional oversight of the Bush administration during your time as 

House Minority Leader? Were the intelligence committees a constructive force for oversight 

during this period?  

• Provide your account of your decision to support military action in Iraq; the search for 

weapons of mass destruction and pre-war intelligence; Congress’ authorization and money 

for Iraq and postwar planning and the CPA’s creation.  



• When did you first discuss the possibility of a military intervention in Iraq with Bush? 

During this conversation, what did Bush identify as the core reasons as to why such an 

intervention might be necessary?  

 

Domestic Issues 

• Describe your work on President Bush’s tax cuts and stimulus plans.  Discuss how the 

budgetary dynamic in Congress changed over time as the nation moved from surplus to deficit. 

• Tell us about action on the following issues: Social Security reform; No Child Left Behind; 

patients’ bill of rights; the White House’s faith-based initiatives; the Medicare prescription drug 

plan; a constitutional amendment for same-sex marriage; stem cell research; the president’s 

energy bill and pulling out of the Kyoto Protocol.   

• Describe your efforts to get immigration reform passed.  Why do you think it failed and 

could the White House have done anything different? 

 

Comparison with Previous Administrations 

• Discuss parallels and differences observed between the Bush administration and the Clinton 

administration in their relations with Congress.   

• Discuss your views on presidential signing statements. 

 

The Bush Presidency in Retrospect 

• Evaluate President Bush as a public leader, a legislative leader. 

• What features of the Bush administration were missed or misunderstood by the press? 

• Are there important areas where President Bush followed the lead of Congress during the 

course of his presidency?  

• How should the Bush presidency be assessed historically? 
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