
Educational Tasting – New Zealand Sauvignon blanc





Sauvignon blanc
The explosive varietal that awoke the world to New Zealand wine.

In 1973, as Marlborough’s first Sauvignon Blanc vines were being 
planted, no one could have predicted that this variety would attain 
superstar status within a couple of decades. The explosive flavours of 
New Zealand Sauvignon Blanc have dazzled wine critics throughout the 
world, setting the international benchmark for the style.
Pungently aromatic, New Zealand Sauvignon Blanc assails the senses 
with red capsicum (bell pepper) and gooseberry characters through lush 
passionfruit and tropical fruit overtones, other notes include fresh cut 
grass, tomato stalks, grapefruit or limes.



Sauvignon blanc
The explosive varietal that awoke the world to New Zealand wine.

• Sauvignon Blanc is New Zealand’s most widely planted 
varietal. The first wine made in commercial quantities was 
produced in 1979.

• By the early 1990s, Sauvignon Blanc was firmly established as 
New Zealand’s flagship wine, with local and international 
demand increasing every year.



NORTHERLY: Warmer, milder growing conditions result in riper 
and richer styles, with melon, nectarine and other stone fruit 
flavours.

SOUTHERLY: longer, cooler growing conditions that promote 
stronger, more vibrant fruit flavours and higher acidity levels. The 
resulting wines are more pungent, and crisper, with passionfruit 
and other tropical fruit flavours, red pepper (capsicum) and 
gooseberry characters



Marlborough



Marlborough
Climate
Plenty of sunshine, moderate temperatures and strong diurnal 
variation are the keys to Marlborough’s piercing fruit intensity 
and strong varietal expression, keeping acid levels high over long 
ripening times. The eastern coastal aspect brings cooling sea 
breezes and protective mountains give relief from extreme rain 
and wind. Long Indian summers occasionally bring drought 
conditions but more often allow a wide range of styles to 
flourish.

ANNUAL AVERAGE SUNSHINE
2,409hrs

ANNUAL AVERAGE RAINFALL
655mm



Marlborough - Sub Regions



Marlborough - Sub Regions

Wairau Valley
Old riverbed and riverbank soils, diverse aspect and rainfall allow 
for many meso-climates within this sub-region. Broadly, it covers 
cooler, drier inland sites, barren stony, early-ripening sites to sea-
breeze moderated coastal sites. Soils are more gravelly to the 
north nearer the riverbed. 



Marlborough - Sub Regions

Southern Valleys
Wrapping around the surrounding hills the Omaka, Fairhall, 
Brancott, Ben Morvan and Waihopai Valleys make up this 
important sub-region. Soils and meso-climates vary, but tend to 
be heavier with more clay than Wairau and it gets cooler and 
drier further south into the valleys.



Marlborough - Sub Regions

Awatere Valley
The most geographically distinct sub-region, lying south of the 
Wairau Valley and stretching inland from the sea, the valley 
climbs towards the inland Kaikoura ranges. Cooler, drier, windier 
and often with a degree of elevation, sites with typically lower 
yields produce bright distinctive wines.



1. Wairau River Estate 2015

2. Saint Clair Premium 2015

3. Auntsfield Single Vineyard 2015

4. Yealands Estate Single Vineyard 2015

5. Jackson Estate Grey Ghost 2012



Nelson



Nelson
Climate
Nelson’s sheltered topography gives protection from strong 
winds; combined with its proximity to the sea this gives milder 
temperatures than other South Island regions, mitigating frost 
risk, though autumn rains can occasionally be an issue. Blessed 
with a remarkable number of clear days, good diurnal variation 
helps emphasise varietal character and the high sunlight hours 
give wonderful fruit purity.

ANNUAL AVERAGE SUNSHINE
2,405hrs

ANNUAL AVERAGE RAINFALL
970mm



Nelson- Sub Regions



Hawke’s Bay



Hawke’s Bay
Climate
Very sunny, with heat summations somewhere between 
Burgundy and Bordeaux, the maritime influence tempers hot 
summer days and permits a long growing season. The 
surrounding high country offers wind protection through frost 
can be a risk in some inland areas. Cooler, wet weather can 
occasionally pose problems in the growing season but free 
draining soils help reduce its impact.

ANNUAL AVERAGE SUNSHINE
2,188hrs

ANNUAL AVERAGE RAINFALL
803mm



Hawke’s Bay - Sub Regions



Central Otago



Central Otago
Climate
The world’s southernmost wine region and the country’s highest, 
in this semi-continental climate frosts are an accepted and 
planned for hazard, however the marked diurnal variation, high 
sunshine and short, hot summers provide an eloquent, if brutal, 
landscape for vines: site selection is everything. dry autumns and 
overall low humidity are significant assets, helping to coax both 
amazing purity and complexity.

ANNUAL AVERAGE SUNSHINE
1,973hrs

ANNUAL AVERAGE RAINFALL
637mm



Central Otago- Sub Regions



6. Aotea Nelson 2015

7. Trinity Hill Hawke’s Bay 2015

8. Amisfield Central Otago 2015



Proud supporters of the above


