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Meaghan Anderson
Iowa State University Extension
Meaghan Anderson is an extension field agronomist for Iowa State University, serving clients in a 
nine-county area in central Iowa. She provides research-based educational programming to farmers, 
ag retailers, and others involved in agriculture. Prior to working as a field agronomist for Iowa State 
University, she obtained a B.S. in Agronomy and an M.S. in Crop Production & Physiology with a focus in 
weed science from Iowa State University.

Holly Betten
Landus Cooperative
Holly Betten has worked in Human Resources for over 10 years. Today she is the manager of talent 
management at Landus Cooperative, leading employee development throughout the company.  Her 
connection to agriculture started at a young age growing up on a farm near Coon Rapids, IA. She 
graduated from Iowa State University with a B.S. in Agriculture Business. Betten resides on a farm by 
Jolley, IA with her husband Brandon and 2 daughters.

Megan Bible
Furst McNess
Bio to be included

April Hemmes
United Soybean Association Board
April Hemmes operates her family’s century farm south of Hampton Iowa. The farm consists of 
approximately 1,000 acres. This is her thirty-third year farming. Her farm consists of corn, soybean 
rotation and pasture land. April is the full-time farmer in this family and her husband works off farm.
April has a Bachelor of Science in Animal Science from Iowa State University. She serves on the United 
Soybean Board, Iowa Soybean Association Director, Iowa Beginning Farmer Center Advisory Council, 
Franklin County Soil & Water Commissioner (20+ years, Treasurer) and Franklin County Farm Service 
Agency County Committee (Chairman) are just some of her leadership roles.

Her leadership has allowed her to speak on four continents about how she sustainably raises crops on 
her farm. She has also been fortunate to share her farm and knowledge of agriculture with people from 
all around the world.
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Lori Herrstrom
Landus Cooperative 
Lori Herrstrom serves as the Director of Employee Relations & Recruitment for Landus Cooperative, a 
farmer-owned cooperative of nearly 7,000 members headquartered in Ames, Iowa. 

In her role, Herrstrom manages policy creation and compliance for more than 600 full, part-time and 
seasonal employees at more than 60 locations. In addition, she oversees a team which manages talent 
acquisition, retention, and employee development.  

Herrstrom has degree in agriculture studies from Iowa State University. She is a member of Cyclone and 
National SHRM chapters. 

Alicia Heun
Landus Cooperative
Alicia Heun has served as the Director of Communications for Landus Cooperative for more than five 
years. Previously, she worked in public relations for Renewable Energy Group, a now publicly traded 
biodiesel company. At Landus Cooperative, her team manages digital media (social media, website, 
customer portal and app) as well as events, graphic design, and other internal, community and 
customer public relations and marketing. Heun grew up on her family’s Century Farm near Halbur 
(Carroll County). She and her husband Adam, an ag loan officer, now live in Greene County. She holds 
a bachelor’s degree in journalism and ag public service and a masters in business administration from 
Iowa State University.  

Carolyn Opperman
Landus Cooperative
Carolyn grew up in Western Iowa on a row crop and cow - calf operation. She attended Iowa State 
University, graduating in 2017 with a major in Agronomy and minor in Journalism and Mass 
Communications. She began her career with Landus Cooperative as an Agronomy Sales Associate, then 
moving into a Field Sales Agronomy role advising customers on their farming operation. Carolyn has 
always loved agriculture and enjoys getting to know her customers and their individual operations.

Jake Moline
INTL FCStone Inc
Jake Moline is a Risk Management Consultant at INTL FCStone Financial Inc. based out of their West 
Des Moines office. Jake works primarily with commercial hedgers from grain elevators and cooperatives 
to commercial livestock producers and ethanol plants to manage risk and maximize margins. Jake has 
become increasingly involved in helping to develop grain origination programs for grain buyers that 
include a variety of specialty grain contracts. Jake conducts numerous producer meetings each year and 
has been a speaker at various grain conferences. Prior to joining FCStone full time in the spring of 2012, 
Jake attended Iowa State University where he received Bachelor of Science degrees in Agricultural 
Business and Economics.
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Jenni Peters
National Cattlemen’s Beef Board
Jenni Peters is from Bellevue, Iowa and along with her family owns and operates Peters Beef Genetics.  
They are a commercial and feedstock operation that develops and sells 300 bred heifers each year 
along with a fed cattle and crop operation. Jenni serves on the Iowa Beef Industry Council and is 
currently on the National Cattlemen’s Beef Board. Jenni is a member of the 2016 class of the Iowa 
Master Farm Homemakers and was awarded the Iowa State University Women Impacting the Land 
award in 2016. She has served on the coordinating committee for the Overall Women in Agriculture 
Conference and is currently on the Iowa Beef Industry Council Beef Research Committee. Jenni and her 
family belong to Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church where she is on the Faith Formation committee.  
Jenni and her husband Charlie have four children, Mathias, Michael, Samuel and Miranda.

Lori Reifschneider
Farm Credit Services of America
Lori is an Insurance Officer with Farm Credit Services of America working exclusively with the crop 
insurance needs of her customers. Lori Reifschneider and her husband raised their family on a farm in 
central Iowa and continue to live there.  

Jolene Riessen
Iowa Corn Growers Association Board
Jolene Riessen farms and raises corn, soybeans, alfalfa and cattle in Ida and Sac counties along with 
her two sons Cory and Lee. Jolene represents district No. 4 on the Iowa Corn Growers Association Board 
and she is the vice chair of the Industrial Usage and Production Committee. She has worked in Ag chem 
sales, as a crop adjustor, crop insurance agent and former Pioneer Hybrid seed dealer. Jolene currently 
serves as Ida County district soil commissioner and President of the Sac/Ida Corn Growers. She has 
served on the Animal Ag and Environment Committee for Iowa corn and is a vocal advocate for what 
farmers are doing to help improve water quality. Her commitment to the ag sector continues through 
her membership to the Ida County Cattlemen, Ida County Farm Bureau, and Iowa Soybean Association. 
Jolene and her sons have hosted third graders from OABCIG Elementary and Korean scientists to the 
farm to learn about where their food comes from and corn production. Jolene graduated from Iowa State 
University with a BS in Animal Science.
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Jen Sorenson
National Pork Producers Council Board 
Jen Sorenson grew up on a hog farm in southeastern Iowa and has always had a passion for telling 
the story of agriculture. After receiving degrees in animal science and journalism and from Iowa State 
University, Jen worked in a couple of different communications departments, including the Iowa Pork 
Producers Association, Christensen Farms and McCormick Company, before becoming Iowa Select 
Farms’ Director of Communications. 
 
Jen has been with Iowa Select Farms for seven years and is responsible for all facets of internal and 
external communications, media relations, public relations and industry outreach. 
 
In addition, she manages all activities of the Deb and Jeff Hansen Foundation. The foundation, founded 
in 2006, strives to show gratitude to members of the Armed Forces and their families, provide protein 
to children and families dealing with food insecurity and strengthen efforts to find cures for childhood 
cancer while improving the quality of life for individuals and their families battling the disease. They give 
back approximately $1.5M in these areas each year to support the communities Iowa Select Farms 
operates in, and the state as a whole.
 
Additionally Jen is a board member for the National Pork Producers Council and Iowa Pork Producers 
Association. She chairs the NPB/NPPC We Care Task Force, chairs the NPPC Ag Labor Task Force and 
serves on the IPPA Issues Management Task Force, IPPA Public Relations Committee and NPPC Budget 
Committee. The National Pork Producers Council works to ensure that the U.S. pork industry remains a 
consistent and responsible supplier of high-quality pork to domestic and international markets.

In 2018, Jen was awarded the Outstanding Young Professional Alumni award from Iowa State 
University’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. 

Jen and her husband, Josh, have one daughter, Anna, and reside in Ankeny, Iowa.

Patti Treibel Leeds
Hamilton County Community Services Director
Patti Treibel Leeds MS, is the Community Services Director in Hamilton County. She also serves as 
the Quality Assurance Officer /Training Officer for the Central Iowa Community Services Mental Health 
Region. Patti trains in Mental Health First Aid, Juvenile Mental Health First Aid, Trauma 101 & Recovery, 
Compassion Fatigue, Cultural Competency along with other wellness trainings as requested. 

Patti received her undergraduate at Buena Vista University, receiving her master’s in human services 
from Cappella University. Patti is a licensed Social Worker. She is a passionate presenter who 
understands mental health issues.

Patti is married to Kevin, has three children and four adorable grandchildren. 
If you were to ask her what her philosophy in life is she would say, “Life is a stage, be on it.”
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Shayla Troendle
Farm Credit Services of America
Shayla is a Financial Officer for Farm Credit Services of America based out of their Webster City office. 
She covers a five-county area. Shayla has worked for the company for more than six years as an 
Insurance Account Specialist and Financial Officer. She meets with farmers to partner with them on their 
financing needs for their operation.  Having grown up on a farm, Shayla understands and relates to the 
challenges and successes of the ag industry. Her favorite part of her job is getting to know customers 
and helping them achieve their goals.        

Susan Tronchetti
Landus Cooperative Board
Susan Tronchetti is a business development professional and co-owner of Tronchetti & Tronchetti, Inc., a 
Greene County corn and soybean farming operation owned by Susan and her husband, Dan. Previously, 
Susan was a grain merchandiser for West Central Cooperative and an owner of a Pioneer Seed business 
based in Jefferson. Susan currently serves on the Board of Directors of several agricultural businesses, 
including Landus Cooperative, Land O’Lakes Executive Board Council, the Nationwide Insurance Board 
Council and a director of Home State Bank in Jefferson. She is skilled in risk management, customer 
service, sales and strategic planning. Susan is a graduate of Iowa State with a degree in agricultural 
business and farm management.

Karen Turner
Farm Credit Services of America
Karen Turner is a Financial Officer at Farm Credit Services of America in Perry. Karen has been 
employed as an agricultural lender for 35 years; and has spent the last twenty years as a financial 
officer working directly with farmers on their financing needs. Karen is a graduate of Upper Iowa 
University with a degree in Finance.  
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Lisa Shimkat
Iowa Small Business Development Center
Lisa Shimkat is the State Director of the Iowa Small Business Development Center (SBDC).  The Iowa 
Small Business Development Center has 15 centers across the state that provide business counseling 
for entrepreneurs in all areas of starting, operating and expanding a business, including utilizing existing 
community loan programs in partnership with banks and federal programs.  

Lisa has an MBA from Iowa State University, is a Certified Business Advisor from University of Toledo, 
and has also obtained Economic Development Finance Professional (EDFP) certification through the 
National Development Council.  She served on the Securities and Exchange Commission Advisory 
Committee on Small and Emerging Companies through 2017. She currently is a member on the Fort 
Dodge School Board and has served on numerous boards and commissions. She also helped found a 
local Young Professionals group, a group to create networks for young professionals and help develop a 
sense of ownership within their community.
      


