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Global Reach, Local Touch

Landus
Cooperative
Agriculture has always been about two things: land and the people who work it. Nothing in farming is possible without
good, healthy soil—just as nothing is possible without strong, forward-thinking farmers to make it productive.
Working as one, we will carry our heritage forward and step into the future with confidence and vitality.
This is where we come from, why we are here and how we will create a better tomorrow. We are the land and the land is us.
Together, we are Landus Cooperative.
On the cover:
The ASYA, a trans-Atlantic cargo vessel owned by Mediterranean Shipping Company, carries SoyChlor®, manufactured by Landus Cooperative.
The vessel sailed from Newark, New Jersey, to the Port of Dammam with a final destination of Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Learn more about your
cooperative’s global reach on page 4.
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Global Reach, Local Touch

Major SoyPlus®
Expansion Complete

Value-Added Member Services

Landus CooperativeTM is a farmer-owned agricultural cooperative headquartered in Ames, Iowa, that has a global reach
and a local touch with about 700 full-time employees at locations in nearly 70 communities in Iowa and
Minnesota, and approximately 7,000 member-owners. Our diversified farmer-owned cooperative offers precision
agronomy services with more than 50 agronomists on staff, a proprietary, member-owned brand of soybeans, expert
grain marketing services, and corn and soybean processing including a facility in Ralston, Iowa which
manufactures SoyPlus®, a high bypass protein soybean meal for dairy herds across the globe.

We want to hear from you.
Tell us what you think about or what you would like
to see in your Landus Cooperative magazine at:
Communications@landuscooperative.com

Editor-in-Chief
Alicia Heun
O: (712) 667-3334
Alicia.Heun
@landuscooperative.com
Contributing Writers
Mary Harrington
Alyssa Hemesath
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LETTER FROM
MILAN KUCERAK
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
December 18, 2016, marks the one-year anniversary of the membership vote to
create Landus Cooperative.
In the short eight months since the vote,
• Landus Cooperative has become the seventh largest grain company in North
America based on storage capacity.
• We are the only agricultural entity in Iowa utilizing all seven railroads for
inbound and outbound shipments.
• Twenty-five percent of all corn purchased from our farmers goes direct to
export. Thirty percent of your soybeans go to export. See page 7 for more
details.
• Members of our executive team represent our growers on industry-leading
committees and boards like the National Grain and Feed Association, the
U.S. Soybean Export Council, and the Transportation, Elevator and Grain
Merchants Association (TEGMA).
• Since April 1st, we have hosted executives from the BNSF Railway, Mosaic
Company and a Chinese delegation which signed a more than 184 million
bushels contract in October for U.S. soybeans valued at $2.1 billion.
I am extremely proud of the collective global influence owned by you, our farmerequity holders. By increasing exports and shipping direct to international endusers, your cooperative is adding value to locally-grown commodities, improving
our market access and extending our international reach.
But our young cooperative’s promising introduction to the global stage cannot
come at the expense of local service. Our relevancy at the worldwide bargaining
table is possible because of our local strengths. It’s you, our farmer-members,
tending to the land, who will allow us to market ourselves and our products so
uniquely and favorably worldwide.

Executive Team
Milan Kucerak
CEO
Mark Miner
CFO
Brett Bell
COO
Mark Cullen
Animal Nutrition
Roger Fray
Commodity Marketing
Janelle Thomas
Human Resources
Dave Wagner
Information Technology
Rick Vanderheiden
Strategy

To ensure we strengthen our localized responsibilities, company initiatives for our
2016/2017 fiscal year are to:
•
•
•
•

Ensure we have the right people in the right roles to serve you and build a
strong foundation for our business.
Focus on cost control. In some cases, this means “cutting the fat” and in
others, investing more today to save in the long run.
Identify and implement consistent, company-wide procedures and policies
so the same processes and programs are in place for every location, every
employee and every customer.
Measure what works well and what does not so we can continue to get better.

I remember every promise we made leading up to the vote for this merger one
year ago, and I remain focused on the goals to get us there. There is also not a
day that goes by that I am not energized by our potential and excited about the
role Landus Cooperative can play for your operation, both locally and across the
globe.
Thank you for your business.
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“The amount of freight moved on
behalf of our customers and our
members is tremendous”

Global Reach with a Loc
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hat is the one thing that would most surprise membership
about the behind-the-scenes logistics of product
movement into and out of Landus Cooperative sites?

“The sheer volume,” said Bill Neese, Director of Rail Operations
at Landus Cooperative and 30 year veteran of the commodity
movement business. Neese and the rest of the Landus
Cooperative logistics group work closely with the Dairy Nutrition
Plus product line team, as well as the agronomy and grain
merchandising divisions, to execute on procurement and
customer orders.
“It is not unusual in one day for our teams to load five unit trains
with a total of two million bushels of corn, and dispatch dozens of
trucks to ethanol plants, feed mills, feed lots and hog buildings,
and then, ship out hundreds of tons of SoyPlus® and SoyChlor®
products headed for dairies across the country and the globe,”
said Neese.
“The amount of freight moved on behalf of our customers and our
members is tremendous,”he added.
Privileged Position in a Market without Boundaries
For Neese, much time is spent executing on negotiated rates and
ensuring shipments are happening on schedule. While more than
80 percent of the total volume moved by Landus Cooperative is
in whole grains, the logistics team manages a variety of product
movement.
One minute, the team’s conversations focus on yet another
shuttle train of grain headed to the Pacific Northwest to be
exported to Asia. Then, they may be working on scheduling
inbound dry fertilizer direct from the manufacturer in Canada.
These direct relationships with manufacturers and demandsources create sustainable relationships in the quickly evolving
and global agricultural market for the long-term benefit of patrons.
“Today’s grain markets are influenced just as much by the
weather in Ukraine and Brazil as they are by what happens
outside our front door,” said Milan Kucerak, Chief Executive
Officer. “Agriculture trade today knows no boundaries. We are
investing in a logistics team to help expand our global market
share for our value-added products and exploring how to sell
direct to international buyers to create more competitive markets
for our local customers.”
It is unusual for a farmer-owned cooperative to manage dozens
of global transportation partnerships the way that Landus
Cooperative does. “We are in a privileged position to work with
growers from the first step of selecting soybean traits, all the way
through harvest-time when we’re processing soybeans destined
for dairies in places like Japan or Saudi Arabia,” said Kucerak.
“Our team maintains strong working relationships with rail, barge
ocean-going vessel agents and port authorities in order to move
corn, soybeans and finished product from Iowa across the world.
That is not a privilege we take lightly.”
Kucerak notes one of the roles of the farmer-owned cooperative
is to act as an extension of the member by investing in staff and
assets to allow members access to global markets.
“Our cooperative offers diverse local, domestic, and global market
access to members who can purchase inputs and sell grain
(cont’d on page 6)
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Countries where Dairy Nutrition Plus products are shipped.

The cooperative expects nearly 50% of all soybeans purchased from farmers at nearly 70 grain location

locally,” added Kucerak who reports directly to Landus
Cooperative’s 18-member Board of Directors who are farmerowners. “Instead of saying ‘we grow grain and simply sell it to
the closest facility,’ your Board has challenged us to find ways
to add value, whether value-added processing or export.”
Going Global
This fall, Landus Cooperative completed a major expansion
of its SoyPlus manufacturing plant in Ralston. The $27
million investment was spurred by year-after-year increases
in domestic and international orders. This global demand
means a need for freight forwarding expertise in order to
secure access to profitable global markets. A major portion of
Bill Neese’s role includes working with freight forwarders to
ship SoyPlus and SoyChlor abroad, allowing the cooperative’s
locally-manufactured products to be fed to dairy cows in such
diverse places as Mexico, Japan, and Germany.
To help alleviate bottlenecks and ensure the high quality
soybean meal product remains high quality, Landus
Cooperative has called on freight forwarder TSC Container
Freight to assist in managing shipments of the Dairy Nutrition
Plus product line to Costa Rica, Saudi Arabia, Australia, Chile,
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South Africa, and Europe on behalf of the cooperative’s
members.
“These international markets mean additional revenue back
to Landus Cooperative and, in turn, additional patronage
opportunities for members,” said Mark Cullen, Chief Animal
Nutrition Officer at Landus Cooperative. The cooperative
estimates 50 percent of all soybeans purchased from all
Landus Cooperative locations will be manufactured into
SoyPlus. About 15 percent is then destined for overseas ports.
“We ship 700 metric tons (1.5 million pounds) in one
booking and sell 35 containers at one time to our overseas
customers,” explained Neese. That ocean-going SoyPlus
shipment of 1,543,000 pounds can feed 701,470 cows in
a day, according to the recommended ration blend. As dairy
operations continue to consolidate and grow, just the same
as Iowa agricultural operations, an ability to provide large
volumes is more and more crucial to compete. And offering
those large volumes from one trusted source makes Landus
Cooperative a reputable supplier for 10,000 head plus dairy
herds worldwide. The organization’s standing as a farmerowned cooperative lends it a unique persona in the

Destinations for
Landus Cooperative
soybean bushels

20%
Other
Domestic
Processors
50%
SoyPlus
30%
Export

ns to end up being processed into SoyPlus.

international marketplace and allows it to harness
supply-chain ownership in marketing to global customers.
Preserving brand integrity, and the quality of products, is
always taken into account by the logistics team and the freight
forwarding specialists assisting them.
“When you’re shipping a feed product that helps produce milk
for consumers to buy in the grocery store, your distribution
process has to be flawless,” said Cullen.
“By 2018, the federal Food Safety and Modernization Act
(FSMA) will require we work with our shipper to know exactly
what was shipped in the vessel or container our product is
being shipped in,” added Cullen. “Having a trusted freight
forwarder helps ensure we are in compliance.”
As our compliance with FSMA and attention to food safety
becomes ever more crucial, we find increased value in
partnering with a freight forwarder who specializes in shipping
feed ingredients and understands as much as us the necessity
of transporting feed safely. That’s one reason we’ve built a
decade-long partnership with TSC. As a subsidiary business of
the Scoular Company, which is known for its expertise in grain
and feed ingredients, TSC acts as our agent to secure space
on ocean-going vessels.
(cont’d on page 8)

Recently, the TSC container freight team toured the SoyPlus
plant to better understand all of the in-house quality checks
and specifications. The Food Safety and Modernization Act
(FSMA) aims to ensure the U.S. food supply is safe by shifting
the focus from responding to contamination to preventing it.
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“You Call, We Haul”
Front row left to right:
Bill Neese, Director of Rail Operations
Ross Wiederin, Director of Rolling Stock Maintenance
Gary Eischeid, Vice President of Logistics
James Niffenegger, Director of Fleet Dispatch
Back row left to right:
Bill Raney, Rolling Stock Specialist
Jared Meinhardt, Manager of Fleet Dispatch
Melissa Remling, Rail Coordinator
Meri Nelson, Maintenance Coordinator
Adam Adreon, Dairy Nutrition Plus Logistics Coordinator
Mike Sullivant, Manager of Fleet Dispatch
Patty Rubin, Accounting Logistics Specialist

The Team That Keeps Us Moving
The proper management of a complicated logistical web is
made possible by our people. With the integration of two
leading farmer-owned cooperatives, the company seized an
opportunity to quickly enhance logistics for local product
movement and global market expansion. With a fleet of
more than 800 pieces of rolling stock, more than 450 leased
SoyPlus railcars, and access to all seven Iowa railroads, the
need to manage an increasingly complex logistics system
meant placing the right people in the right roles for the benefit
of the membership.
The Landus Cooperative logistics team is made up of
employees from each cooperative’s legacy departments.
In addition, as new roles were created, current employees
applied and were selected to be promoted from within or
transferred onto the team.
“The merger provided us with a great talent pool to choose
from and we’re excited to offer new opportunities to current
employees,” said Gary Eischeid, Landus Cooperative’s Vice
President of Logistics. In total, the logistics team has 11
individuals who work each day to actualize the synergies
promised by the merger.
On any given day, James Niffenegger, Director of Fleet
Dispatch and his team are orchestrating traffic of 100-200
18-wheelers for Landus Cooperative. His group is streamlining
trucking logistics, prompting diesel savings and increasing
productivity.
“We do not have trucks passing each other on the road like
the legacy cooperatives did,” said Niffenegger. “Our dispatch
team literally sits within 12 feet of each other so we can move
trucks most efficiently and drive down costs. We’re getting
much more efficient in putting the equipment where it is
needed, when it is needed.”
Ross Wiederin, Director of Rolling Stock Maintenance,
oversees preventative maintenance, expense reporting and
down-time for the more than 800 units on wheels at Landus
Cooperative. His team is working to identify every economy
8
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of scale possible, from tire purchases to negotiated
pricing for new rigs. By tracking expenses and
monitoring maintenance schedules, this team aims
to keep Landus Cooperative employees on the road
instead of dealing with breakdowns.
The merger has presented the cooperative with
challenges both large and small and the logistics
team is recognizing the opportunities in the
unification.
Whether trucking members’ corn to an ethanol plant
miles down the road, or transforming locally-grown
beans into value-added products to ship to dairies
worldwide, Landus Cooperative’s unique position as
a growing cooperative allows the company to bypass
borders, supply global demands, and strengthen the
industry relationships that will contribute to collective
long-term growth.

r corn &
ybeans

Workers in the Monclova, Mexico railcar building plant prepare metal for new
leased cars for Landus Cooperative.

From
April 2016 to
October 2016

Equals 143
miles of full
railcars

Bound for export
or domestic
end-users

With the recent SoyPlus plant expansion,
the Landus Cooperative team needed more
railcar capacity. To meet product demand,
Landus Cooperative worked with rail
shipping partners to have 200 new hopper
cars custom built at a railcar manufacturer
in northern Mexico.
Not unlike the “gold key” ceremony at
a tractor manufacturer, the new owner
is invited to inspect the cars and “pick
it apart” for quality specs. The 200
new railcars met the Logistic teams’
requirements and are headed to Iowa from
the industrial area of Monclova, Mexico.
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International Powerhouses
Visit Landus Cooperative
Soybeans: Value At Home and Abroad

While nearly 50 percent of all soybeans purchased by Landus Cooperative from local farmers will be
processed into SoyPlus, international demand continues to grow and offer opportunities. Today, Landus
Cooperative is shipping millions of bushels of grain overseas via intermediaries and brokers.

In October, Landus Cooperative partnered with the U.S. Soybean Export Council and the Iowa Soybean Association to host
a delegation of Chinese agriculture leaders. Janey Zhou, pictured above right, works for an international grain company and
purchases all soybeans for five Chinese soybean processors. Following the meeting at the Landus Cooperative headquarters in
Ames, she emailed Chief Commodity Marketing Officer, Roger Fray, to inquire about building a direct sales relationship.

“We are reviewing our options to position ourselves more directly at an export port, like the Gulf, in order to
reduce the number of middlemen between us and our direct international customers.”
Roger Fray, Chief Commodity Marketing Officer

Your Nutrient Inputs

In November, Landus Cooperative hosted the leadership team from
The Mosaic Company (NYSE: MOS), a Fortune 500 business. They
are one of the world’s leading integrated producers and marketers
of dry fertilizer with 111.7 million tons of finished concentrated
phosphates capacity and 10.5 million tonnes of potash capacity.

Joc O’Rourke
President and Chief Executive Officer
Mosaic Company, a Fortune 500 Company.

During the more than two hour meeting at the Ames office, Mosaic
Company’s President and Chief Executive Officer, Joc O’Rourke
shared insight into his company’s plans for North American supply
and provided an analysis on global demand for
phosphates and potash.
Brett Bell, Landus Cooperative’s Chief Operating Officer, led the
meeting. “It is rare for a global supplier like Mosaic to request a
meeting with an agronomy retailer. Landus Cooperative members’
dry fertilizer needs for supply and competitive pricing were well
represented at the meeting.”
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1
0 December 2016

Bradford Fertilizer Plant

Managing a Record Soybean Crop at Ralston
A post-harvest recap of Landus Cooperative’s largest grain location (by harvest receipts).

Landus Cooperative’s Ralston location is home to

5 million

bushels of upright storage plus 3.8 million bushels of outside
corn storage. As home to the SoyPlus plant and its newly completed
expansion, the location often offers a market premium. The site is a
magnet for bean loads as far away as 70 miles. This means lines form
and wait times creep up.

During the height of bean harvest (Sept. 28-30) Ralston averaged

546,000 bushels per 13 hour day.
That’s 42,000 bushels per hour or 700 bushels per minute.

The Ralston team unloaded the equivalent of

610 trucks

each day. To put that in perspective, the Iowa DOT’s entire
statewide snowplow fleet includes 901 units.

Through the first two months of harvest, Landus Cooperative was
dumping, on average,

3.25 semis per minute.

We thank customers and drivers for their patience during the busiest
time of year.
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SoyPlus Expansion
Now Complete
Additional SoyPlus tonnage came on line this fall to satisfy a
growing demand for the industry-leading high bypass protein
dairy feed as the company completed construction on a $27
million plant expansion. The expansion increased the plant’s
capacity by an additional 50%, creating demand for an
additional 6 million bushels of soybeans each year.
SoyPlus, one product in the Dairy Nutrition Plus family of
products manufactured by Landus Cooperative, is an
expeller-processed soybean meal offering industry-leading
bypass protein values. As evidenced by its inclusion in more
than 200 academic research trials, SoyPlus has developed
a world-renowned reputation for its steadfast quality and
consistency, one quality making it the preferred feed
ingredient choice for dairy cows globally.

About the Expansion
•
•
•
•

Day 1 of the slip for the construction of the processing tower and
soybean meal bin. September 2015

Create 11 new full time jobs.
Crush 20 million bushels of soybeans annually.
Produce 575,000 tons of SoyPlus (In conjunction with
existing plant.)
Feed 1 million dairy cows for a year (to put that in
perspective, there are just under 10 million dairy cows in
the U.S.)

We plan to host
an open house
for members and
the community
this spring.

What the plant looks like today with the precast processing
building that houses the 70-foot rotary dryer and press rooms.
October 2016

®
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SoyChlor Video Release

Another Dairy Nutrition Plus product took the spotlight this fall in a newly
produced video series. Camera crews filmed on-site at the SoyChlor
manufacturing plant in Jefferson, IA to document the passion and
dedication the manufacturing team commits to producing a dairy feed
ingredient renowned for its quality and consistency.

Dr. Jesse Goff

Go to DairyNutritionPlus.com and
watch the video series.

Dr. Tim Brown

Go online to DairyNutritionPlus.com to view all six videos. You’ll get
introduced to the Iowa State University professor, Jesse Goff who co-invented
SoyChlor, learn from our on-staff PhD nutritionist, Tim Brown how the product
is helping dairy producers worldwide maintain healthy and profitable herds,
and hear a bit about Chief Executive Officer Milan Kucerak’s passion for dairy.
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Landus Cooperative
is proud to offer a variety
of people and programs
to assist your operation.

Quickly Aligning the People and Programs Your Operation Needs
During the merger campaign process, leadership, board members and staff talked about many potential benefits of a merger.
One of them was, “DO MORE TOGETHER THAN WE CAN SEPARATELY.”
Today, Landus Cooperative has been able to quickly integrate a model for customer-focused grain marketing and new programs
for precision ag. Drawing on the previous strengths of each legacy cooperative, Landus Cooperative aims to offer customers the
services and information they cannot, or do not want to, manage in their own operation.

Grain Marketing Advisor team
refocuses for benefit of customers

With a dozen grain marketing advisors across the territory, the
cooperative has created a new role to lead this specialized team.
Tom Guinan, who accepted role of Vice President of Producer
Grain Marketing with Landus Cooperative in August, has been
charged with proactively developing, delivering, and executing
grain marketing knowledge, risk management tools, and pricing
opportunities for our farmer members and customers.
Dana Dettman of Sac City and Pat Griffin, Landus Cooperative Grain
Marketing Advisor visit at the Research Plot Showcase in Farnhamville.

Convenient Financing Options

With today’s tight margins Landus Cooperative recognizes customers may be looking for
additional financing options. We offer convenient ways to get financing where you buy
your inputs. Explore your options on page 18.

Agronomy offers Precision Specialists to assist with data management

In a world where a combine break-down requires a “computer geek” instead of a mechanic, knowledge and data are power.
Landus Cooperative has more than 45 Field Sales Agronomists (FSA) focused on providing localized seed, crop protection and
crop nutrient recommendations. Each of those FSAs has access to Landus Cooperative’s team of Precision Specialists who
can help interpret data, make variable rate recommendations and assist with making sense of the myriad of data software and
hardware programs on the market today.
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Your input investment is THE critical component to your profitability. This
no-fuss, brand-neutral system is designed to add value to the seed, crop
protection, and crop nutrients your operation needs.

Here’s how it works:
Purchase the minimum
volume from THREE out of
FOUR categories. For every
point earned, you’ll earn $1
toward any precision service,
software or hardware offered
by Landus Cooperative.

Your Rewards?

All
sampling
services

Fertility
recommendations,
including variable
rate prescriptions

Variable
rate seeding
recommendations

Yield data evaluation
and data management
assistance by our
expert team

Includes products or services from Precision Planting,
for which Landus Cooperative is a certified dealer.

Your Field Sales Agronomist will assist with your enrollment. Points are awarded to the account with
which the items were purchased/billed. On August 31, 2017, the final points are tallied and your
statement will be sent. Your points must be used in 2017/2018 season. You can elect to have grid
sampling billed September 1, 2017, so points earned this year can be used.
December 2016 15
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Gateway to Worldwide Market
Every day agricultural markets are fluctuating. Analyzing the up and down of today’s world marketplace and how they affect local
producers, is a big task. As market variability challenges the farming economy, our Grain Marketing Advisors are here to help you
interpret market movements, make informed decisions and mitigate risks created by tightened margin windows.
Our experienced grain marketing team includes several employees with Series 3 brokerage licenses. We are here to offer our
grain marketing experience to create tailored solutions for your operation.

“One-tenth of one percent of the information available today is needed to make a
decision about how to price grain in the market. Our team’s job is to sort through the
information to determine what is emotional hype and what is pertinent information
potentially affecting your bottom line.”
Roger Fray
Chief Commodity Marketing Officer

62
Grain
Locations

*

*
* Landus Cooperative has a grain marketing agreement with FSC, a farmer-owned
cooperative headquartered in Harlan, IA. Grain delivered to FSC’s Harlan and Denison
locations is done so under Landus Cooperative’s grain license and accounting system.

Post-Harvest Survey

As a farmer-owned cooperative, we need your feedback in order to plan for the future and make continuous improvements.
Please consider completing our brief survey online.
All responses are anonymous, however we do ask for your zip code in order to better understand geographic issues or
opportunities.
Survey link online: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/landusgrain16
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Jeff Andersen

Stacy Raasch

Bayard, Coon Rapids, Earlham and Yale
O: (712) 999-2275
C: (712) 210-1157
E: Jeff.Andersen@landuscooperative.com

Early, Ida Grove, Newell, Odebolt, Sac City
and Sulphur Springs
O: (712) 668-2211
C: (515) 357-4120
E: Stacy.Raasch@landuscooperative.com

Dan Bruns

Mitch Rupiper

Ackley, Buckeye, Dike, Kesley, New
Hartford and Parkersburg
O: (319) 983-2259
C: (319) 231-2303
E: Dan.Bruns@landuscooperative.com

Altoona, Bondurant, Collins, Maxwell,
Pleasant Hill and Woodward
O: (515) 967-4207
C: (712) 210-5406
E: Mitch.Rupiper@landuscooperative.com

Pat Griffin

Janette Smith

Beaver, Dawson and Jefferson
O: (515) 386-4144
C: (515) 370-0365
E: Pat.Griffin@landuscooperative.com

Boone, Boxholm, Dayton, Gowrie and
Paton
O: (515) 432-4563
C: (712) 830-8745
E: Janette.Smith@landuscooperative.com

Pat Lybyer

Samantha Wingrove

Ralston and Scranton
O: (515) 352-3860
C: (515) 370-0883
E: Pat.Lybyer@landuscooperative.com

Dedham, Halbur, Hamlin, Irwin, Templeton
and FSC sites: Denison and Harlan
O: (712) 669-3351
C: (712) 250-0344
E: Samantha.Wingrove
@landuscooperative.com

Keith Freie

Open Position

McKenzie Hanna-Marken

Open Position

Aredale, Bradford, Bristow, Greene,
Hampton, Latimer and Plainfield
O: (712) 456-2551
C: (641) 425-0671
E: Keith.Freie@landuscooperative.com

Britt, Leland, Rake and Thompson
O: (641) 584-2271
C: (515) 290-4174
E: McKenzie.Hanna-Marken
@landuscooperative.com

Adair, Casey and Exira

Churdan, Farnhamville, Lake City,
Lytton, Rockwell City, Somers,
Ulmer and Yetter
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Explore convenient ways to get your financing where you buy your inputs

The Cooperative Finance Association, Inc. (CFA)

John Deere’s Seed Finance Program

Input Finance Program offers a variety of loan products to
fit your crop production and marketing needs. Full-season
financing for your crop inputs purchased from Landus
Cooperative is available at all Landus Cooperative locations.

John Deere’s Seed Finance Program ensures you have the
flexibility to stock your operation with inputs required to keep
your business moving forward.

2017 Seed Programs

Program Benefits
• Funding for fertilizer, chemical, seed and related
services purchased through Landus Cooperative’s
simple loan application
• Competitive financing terms
• Loan maturity to match your marketing needs
• Financing through people who are knowledgeable
in production agriculture

Program Details
CFA Advantage rate 5.75% variable*
Landus Cooperative sponsored buy down 3.0%
Rate to Grower 2.75% variable
Finance Program:

Program Dates

Cash Discount

Nov. 19th through Jan. 15, 2017
Prime-1% and 4% cash discount

8%

Jan. 16th through Feb. 15, 2017
Prime-1% and no cash discount

4%

Feb. 16th through Mar. 15, 2017
Prime-1% and no cash discount

2%

Mar. 16th through Mar. 31, 2017
Prime-1% and no cash discount

0%

Program Notes

Subject to CFA Input Advantage
Loan approval and $125 loan closing
fee advanced on the loan.

Finance offer: Customer payments due in full November 2017
for DEKALB/Asgrow brand seed. Customer payments due in
full December 2017 for all other brands.
Prime interest rate as of August 25, 2016 is 3.25%.
In order to qualify, the financing request must be submitted by,
or before, 60 calendar days following invoice or delivery date,
whichever occurs first.

Sign-Up Deadline:

Spring planted crop acres
(April 30, 2017)

Maturity:

Loan matures January 15, 2018

How To Apply

How To Apply
Contact Landus Cooperative directly or apply online
at cfafs.com
*As of September 1, 2016, Variable Interest Rates are based on
the CFA Advantage Rate. CFA Interest Rate Indices are published at
cfafs.com/financials.

• Meet with your Field Sales Agronomist
• Apply online at JohnDeereFinancial.com/ApplyNow
• Call John Deere Customer Service (800) 356-9033 to
have an application mailed or faxed to you.

Landus Cooperative Contacts for CFA and John Deere Financing
CFA
Mark Bluml, Director of Credit and Financial Planning
O: (712) 667-3354
E: Mark.Bluml@landuscooperative.com
18
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John Deere
Sharon Powers, Credit Manager
O: (515) 544-9030 ext. 3145
E: Sharon.Powers@landuscooperative.com

CFA & John Deere
Chasity Andersen, Credit Analyst
O: (712) 667-3373
E: Chasity.Andersen@landuscooperative.com

2017 Excellence in Agriculture Scholarship
Applications Now Available
$1,000 awards available for high school seniors pursuing ag-related education

High school seniors pursuing a career in agriculture
or ag-related fields are invited to apply for the Landus
Cooperative 2017 Excellence in Agriculture scholarship.
The Excellence In Agriculture scholarship program awards
four $1,000 scholarships for any accredited post-secondary
program. Applications are available at any Landus Cooperative
location, from area high school guidance counselors, or online
at LandusCooperative.com

“A scholarship awarded from your family’s
cooperative gives you support and a great
starting point for so many career directions in
the agriculture industry.”
~ Matt McLaughlin, 2008 Excellence in Agriculture scholarship
recipient

Matt McLaughlin and his wife Amy reside in his hometown of
Audubon. His family farms a row crop and hay operation, along
with a commercial cow herd. Matt is one of four 2008 scholarship
recipients.

Scholarship Requirements:
• Applicant and/or parent must be a voting member,
in good standing, of Landus Cooperative.
• Applicant must be a high school senior and
graduate in the spring of the 2016-2017 school
year.
• Applicant must have a cumulative high school
GPA of 2.5 or better on a 4.0 scale through his/her
junior year.
• Applicant must pursue a career in agriculture or
enter an ag-related field of study at any accredited
post-secondary school of his or her choice.
• Dependents of directors and officers of Landus
Cooperative are not eligible to apply for these
scholarships.

Applications must be returned by Jan. 31, 2017.
If you have questions regarding the Landus
Cooperative Excellence In Agriculture scholarship
program, please contact Alyssa Hemesath at
(515) 817-2168.
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2321 N. Loop Dr., STE 220
Ames, IA 50010-8218

Connect With Us
Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

Connect with us on LinkedIn

LandusCooperative.com

Desktop and Wall Calendars
2017 calendars
highlighting photo
contest winners are
now available at your
Landus Cooperative
location. The
calendars are free to
members, employees
and community
members!

Thank you to everyone who submitted photos for the contest!
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Harvest Results

Results from Landus Cooperative’s more than
90 test plots are now available at LandusCooperative.com,
including results from the 182-acre Research Plot Showcase
in Farnhamville.

