Minutes of the
West Baton Rouge Library Board of Control
Regular Meeting
Tuesday, November 18, 2025, 4:00 – 4:40 PM
830 N. Alexander Ave., Port Allen, LA 70767


Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance led by Mr. Henry Henderson

Roll Call by Ms. Martin - Present: Ms. Joanne Bourgeois, President; Ms. Laurie Moreau, Vice President; Ms. Brenda Morgan, Treasurer; Ms. Andrea Kent, Ms. Kelson Swancy, Mr. Henry Henderson, and Mr. Trenton Gordon. Absent: Mr. Carey Denstel, Ex Officio.  Also present were Tamie Martin, Executive Director, and Luis Interiano.

Public Comment 
Ms. Bourgeois thanked the voters of West Baton Rouge Parish for approving the renewal of the Library’s 4.1 mil tax for ten years. She also thanked the Board and the Director for their work and support of the Library. She stated that the Director went above and beyond her job to get the word out about the tax renewal.
Ms. Tamie Martin stated that she would also like to thank the voters for their support and the Board for encouraging voters to support the Library.

Minutes of September 16, 2025, Meeting
After reviewing the minutes, Ms. Bourgeois asked for any comments or corrections. Ms. Laurie Moreau made a motion to accept the minutes presented, seconded by Ms. Kelson Swancy. Ms. Bourgeois called for a voice vote. The minutes were approved unanimously.
Consideration of 2026 Holiday Schedule
Ms. Martin presented the Board with a proposed holiday schedule for 2026. She stated that the proposal contained the usual and customary holidays from previous years, with the exception that Lundi Gras and Presidents’ Day fall on the same date and would be combined. She also stated that the days listed as “closed” are not paid holidays, but Saturday closures after paid holidays such as Good Friday to allow all staff to enjoy the long weekend when Library patronage is very low. Ms. Bourgeois stated that this schedule aligned with Parish Government and that opening on those Saturdays after holidays was not efficient in previous years. Mr. Henry Henderson made a motion to accept the holiday schedule as presented, seconded by Ms. Andrea Kent. The motion passed unanimously.
Consideration of 2026 Board Meeting Schedule
Ms. Martin presented a proposal for the 2026 Board Meeting schedule. She stated that the November date did not conflict with Thanksgiving. Ms. Laurie Moreau made a motion to accept the schedule as presented, seconded by Ms. Brenda Morgan. The motion passed unanimously. 
Reports
[bookmark: _Int_7ZULVXCF]Ms. Martin gave reports on statistics, finances, and daily operations. She emphasized that the Library had presented 335 programs in the first ten months of 2025. She also discussed promotion through social media and newsletters. She reported that the repair of the front door at the Main Branch was scheduled. She discussed the possibility of a leak in the irrigation system at the South Branch. Ms. Martin described professional development and local connections. She praised staff for their efforts in outreach and awareness. She reported that the tax renewal passed with a 77% voter approval. Ms. Martin discussed ideas to expand services through the addition of an assistant for youth services, a branch on the north end of the Parish, and self-serve kiosks in locations outside the library branches.
Adjourn
There being no further business, motion to adjourn by Mr. Henry Henderson, seconded by Ms. Laurie Moreau.  The motion passed unanimously.
Conclusion – Next Meeting
The next regularly scheduled Library Board of Control meeting will be January 20, 2026, at 4:00 p.m. Meeting adjourned at 4:40 PM.
 
/s/________________________________________________ 
Ms. Joanne Bourgeois, President, Library Board of Control 
 
 
/s/_________________________________________ 
 Submitted by Tamie Martin, Director 

