Minutes of the
West Baton Rouge Library Board of Control
Regular Meeting
Tuesday, March 17, 2026, 4:00 – 4:40 PM
830 N. Alexander Ave., Port Allen, LA 70767


Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance led by Ms. Andrea Kent

Roll Call by Ms. Martin - Present: Ms. Joanne Bourgeois, President; Ms. Brenda Morgan, Treasurer; Ms. Andrea Kent, Ms. Kelson Swancy, and Mr. Henry Henderson. Absent: Ms. Laurie Moreau, Vice President; Mr. Carey Denstel, Ex Officio and Mr. Trenton Gordon.  Also present were Tamie Martin, Executive Director; Mr. Dannie Garret, attorney; Lynn Bardell, and Luis Interiano.

Public Comment 
Ms. Martin read a letter to the Board from Mr. Jerry Durden. 
To the Library Board,
I would like to sincerely thank the Board for the opportunity to serve the West Baton Rouge Parish Library system for the past fifteen years. Reaching this milestone means a great deal to me, and I am truly grateful to have spent that time working for an organization that plays such an important role in our community.
My connection with the library actually began several years before I joined the staff. At the time I was working as a consultant through my own business. During that period, Juliet Aillet encouraged me more than once to consider applying for the newly created IT position and eventually mentioned the idea to Beth Vandersteen, who was the director at the time. I finally decided to apply and was fortunate enough to be selected through the hiring process. Looking back, that decision had a profound impact on my life and career.
Since joining the library, my life has changed in many positive ways. During these years I started a family and now have two boys and a beautiful wife. Without a doubt, the stability and opportunity that came from working here helped make those things possible, and for that I am deeply grateful.
I have also been fortunate to work under leadership that has consistently supported both the staff and the mission of the library. I remain thankful to Beth Vandersteen for the opportunity to join the organization, and I appreciate the continued leadership of Tamie Martin, who has carried forward that same commitment to supporting staff and ensuring the library has the resources it needs to succeed.
I would also like to recognize the leadership of current Board Chair Joanne Bourgeois. Over the years, her leadership, along with the steady support of the Board, has ensured that staff are given thoughtful consideration in the decisions that affect the organization. That support has been reflected in the library’s continued investment in its people, including the recent decision to approve a mid-year 5% cost-of-living adjustment—something that is rarely seen in public
institutions. Actions like this make it clear that the Board values the work being done here and the people doing it.
Throughout my time at the library I have had the opportunity to help strengthen the library’s technology systems and infrastructure so that staff can do their jobs effectively and patrons can rely on the services the library provides. I am also sincerely grateful to have had the chance to work alongside such a dedicated and hardworking staff. The people here truly care about the services the library provides to our community, and being part of that team has been one of the most rewarding parts of my time here.
I would also like to express my appreciation to each member of the Library Board for the time and dedication you give in service to the library and the community. Serving on the board is a volunteer role, and I recognize that each of you gives your time and attention to help guide and support the library. That commitment does not go unnoticed, and I am grateful for the leadership and stewardship the Board provides.
If everything goes according to plan, I anticipate retiring in about five years. Until then, I remain fully committed to continuing the work that supports the library’s systems, staff, and services and helps ensure the organization remains well positioned for the future.
Thank you again for the opportunity to be part of this organization for the past fifteen years. It has truly been a privilege to work alongside the Board, administration, and staff in support of a library system that means so much to the community we serve. I am sincerely grateful for the trust that has been placed in me during that time.
Respectfully,
Jerry Durden Jr.
Information Technology Manager


Minutes of November 18, 2025, Meeting
After reviewing the minutes, Ms. Bourgeois asked for any comments or corrections. Ms. Andrea Kent made a motion to accept the minutes presented, seconded by Mr. Henry Henderson. Ms. Bourgeois called for a voice vote. The minutes were approved unanimously. Ms. Bourgeois noted theat the meeting scheduled for January 20,2026 was cancelled.



Reports
Ms. Martin gave reports on statistics, finances, and daily operations. She noted replacement of the front door and the flooring in the back offices at Main, and parking lot lights at South. She also highlighted continued outreach in the community and upcoming programs.
Adjourn
There being no further business, motion to adjourn by Mr. Henry Henderson, seconded by Ms. Andrea Kent.  The motion passed unanimously.
Conclusion – Next Meeting
The next regularly scheduled Library Board of Control meeting will be May 19, 2026, at 4:42 p.m. Meeting adjourned at 4:40 PM.
 
/s/________________________________________________ 
Ms. Joanne Bourgeois, President, Library Board of Control 
 
 
/s/_________________________________________ 
 Submitted by Tamie Martin, Director 

