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West Baton Rouge Parish Library 

Library Board of Control Meeting 

Tuesday, October 16, 2018 

Minutes 

 

The West Baton Rouge Parish Library Board of Control held its meeting Tuesday, October 16, 2018, in 
the Library meeting room.  President, Joy Hobbins called the meeting to order 4:02 p.m.  Those present 
were Joy Hobbins, Joanne Bourgeois, Vice President, Brenda Morgan, Treasurer, Scarlet Callicoatte, Ola 
Harden, Gina Lemoine, Chris Kershaw, ex officio, Kelson Swancy, and Ruth Bond, Secretary.   
 
In attendance were staff members Sarah Colombo, Cadie Russo, and Jim Bridges. 
 
Ms. Hobbins declared a quorum present. 
 
Mr. Kershaw moved to amend the July 16 minutes to correct a typographical error of the amount that 
requires the President and Secretary to sign and countersign for all checks issued over $20,000.00 in 
payment of any library obligation. Ms. Harden seconded the correction to the minutes, and the motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
There were no comments from the public. 
 
The Financial Report was presented which shows that the Library received in total revenue $1,486,3 
27.36 for the third quarter of the year.  Expenses for the same period were $1,326,779.81.  Mr. Kershaw 
moved to accept the Financial Report.  Ms. Callicoatte seconded, and the motion passed  
unanimously. 
 
The 2019 Budget Proposed Budget Proposal was presented and is based on $399,525 per 4.1 mills, for a 
total of ad valorem income of $ 1,638,053.  With State Revenue Sharing estimated at $45,000 and 
estimated self-generated funds, (fines, fees for lost books, and gifts) and investments total revenue is 
estimated to be budgeted at $1,775,853. 

Expenditures include the potential for a 15% increase in health care costs and a 5% COLA.  The Library 
plans to carry out minor improvements to the interior of the Library, including, replacement of ceiling 
tiles, lighting, carpet, and a server room.  Ms. Lemoine moved to accept the amended 2019 Budget 
Proposal and recommend it to the Parish Council for approval.   Ms. Harden seconded, and the motion 
passed unanimously. 

A contract for accounting services with Rebecca Adams, LLC was presented.  Mr. Kershaw moved to 
accept the contract.  Ms. Swancy seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.   

A contract for janitorial services with Cheril Franklin was presented.  Ms. Bourgeois moved to accept the 
contract.  Ms. Lemoine seconded, the motion passed unanimously. 
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The proposed Holiday Closure Schedule for 2019 was presented.   Ms. Swancy moved to approve the 
proposed Holiday Closure Schedule for 2019.  Ms. Callicoatte seconded.  Mr. Kershaw opposed. The 
motion passed. 

The proposed recommendation that library checks have two signatures was tabled for further discussion 
and study.  A proposed recommendation may be presented at the Library Board of Control meeting on 
January 15, 2019. 

Ms. Bourgeois proposed an amendment to the Library Board of Control by-laws to change the schedule 
of board meetings from four times per year, February, April, July, and October to six times per year,  
every other month, January, March, May, July, September, and November, and continuing to meet on 
the third Tuesday of the month at 4:00 pm.   Ms. Bourgeois made a motion to amend the board of 
control by-laws to change meetings from four times per year to six times per year, meeting every other 
month, beginning January 2019, every third Tuesday at 4:00 pm.  Ms. Callicoate seconded. Mr. Kershaw 
and Ms. Hobbins opposed.  The motion passed.  

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Kershaw moved to adjourn.  Ms. Swancy 
seconded. The motion to end the meeting was unanimous, and the meeting concluded at 5:55 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

s/Joanne Bourgeois 

Vice-President, Library Board of Control 

s/Ruth Bond 

Secretary, Library Board of Control 


