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Wawa Celebrates Grand Opening of New Flagship Philadelphia Store,  
Located at Broad and Walnut in Center City 

New Store Opens Nearly Two Months Ahead of Schedule on Avenue of the Arts to Serve Public Just in Time for 
Papal Visit and World Meeting of Families; Store to Offer Unique Design and Features including Eat-In Counters 

 
Philadelphia, PA (September 18, 2015) – Wawa, Inc. today announced a milestone in the company’s history—the 
grand opening of its new flagship Philadelphia store located at 201 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107, 
located on the Avenue of the Arts.  
 
With the doors to the public opening on September 18, 2015 at 8:00 am, the new Center City store is opening nearly 
two months ahead of schedule, allowing Wawa to service the tremendous number of customers and visitors who will 
be in the Philadelphia region for the World Meeting of Families and the historic visit of Pope Francis. 
 
The new center city Philadelphia store offers Wawa’s hometown customers its most progressive store design 
prototype to date, featuring more than 4,000 sq ft. of space and one-of-kind features not yet available in any other 
Wawa store. Highlights of the new store include: 
 

 Large corner entrance with bronze canopy 

 In-door bar seating along the windows — the first Wawa store in the company to feature this option!  

 Upscale cabinetry, counter tops, and lighting  

 Wawa’s newest product offerings 

 Design features such as floor-to-ceiling glass, and special digital signs developed to support and showcase 
Wawa’s appetizing offer and commitment to the community 

 
“During this significant occasion when the spotlight is on Philadelphia as the World Meeting of Families convenes and 
culminates with the visit of Pope Francis, we couldn’t be more excited to open our Flagship Philadelphia store.  It 
truly is a fitting symbol of our commitment to serving our friends and neighbors and to continuing to invest in our 
hometown,” said Chris Gheysens, Wawa President and CEO.  “At Wawa we pride ourselves on being there for our 
communities around the clock and when they need us most, so we are thrilled to not only provide our hometown 
customers with our most unique store design and experience, but to open and be ready to serve the thousands of 
people who will be in Philadelphia during this historic time in our city’s history.”  
 
Wawa Broad and Walnut (Avenue of the Arts) Grand Opening Event Specifics 
On Friday, September 18, 2015 at 9:00AM, Wawa will celebrate the grand opening of the new flagship Center City 
Philadelphia store with the help of Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter, members of the Philadelphia Orchestra, Wawa 
officials, Philadelphia Eagles representatives, local community partners and Wawa customers.  Highlights of the 
event include:  

 Grand opening kick-off by members of the Philadelphia Orchestra 

 A parade of Wawa’s Philadelphia milestones, from Wawa’s origins as a Philadelphia-based company in the 

1800s to the new Center City store opening 

 Words from Wawa’s President and CEO Chris Gheysens, Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter and other local 

and Wawa officials 

 An overview of Wawa’s history, culture and description of this new Center City store 

 Ribbon cutting and extravagant cake serving with Philadelphia-themed decorations and designs 



 
 Hoagies for Heroes hoagie building contest between representatives of Philadelphia Fire and Police for 

donations to the charities of their choice 

 Eagles Cheerleaders, Swoop and Wally Goose cheering on the hoagie building contest 

During the festivities Wawa will announce its Lending a Helping Hoagie Program and donation to the Francis 

Fund. In honor of the Pope’s visit Philadelphia, Wawa is not only providing support to the community through 

essentials services during the WMOF, but will be supporting The Francis Fund, a special fund established to help 

fight hunger in the Philadelphia region. From September 18-28, all six of Wawa’s Center City Philadelphia stores, 

including its new Broad & Walnut location, will donate a portion of proceeds from hoagie sales (up to $15,000) to The 

Francis Fund. 

More about the Flagship Center City Wawa 
The Center City location features an entirely new store design, colors, graphics and other one-of-a-kind features.  It 
was designed in collaboration with our partners Interbrand Design Forum based in Dayton, Ohio, and Cuhaci and 
Peterson, locally based in Blue Bell, PA.  
 
Maxi Peterman will serve as General Manager of the store, leading a team of nearly 60 associates, all of which are 
new positions brought to the area through the development of the store. Peterman most recently managed the Wawa 
at 17th & Arch.  
 
The Philadelphia  store offers customers numerous Wawa brands such as the award-winning Wawa coffee (195 

million cups sold annually); the Sizzli, Wawa’s hot breakfast sandwich; a full-service deli; Wawa Bakery; Wawa’s 
built-to-order hoagies (80 million sold annually); and Wawa’s beverage line of dairy products, juices and teas.  
 
 
About Wawa, Inc. 
Wawa, Inc., a privately held company, began in 1803 as an iron foundry in New Jersey.  Toward the end of the 19th 
Century, owner George Wood took an interest in dairy farming and the family began a small processing plant in 
Wawa, PA in 1902.  The milk business was a huge success, due to its quality, cleanliness and “certified” process.  As 
home delivery of milk declined in the early 1960’s, Grahame Wood, George’s grandson, opened the first Wawa Food 
Market in 1964 as an outlet for dairy products.  Today, Wawa is your all day, every day stop for fresh, built-to-order 

foods, beverages, coffee, fuel services, and surcharge-free ATM's.  In July of 2015, Wawa was named 
“America’s Most Beloved Convenience Store” by a Market Force study of 7,000 consumers, winning with 
the highest "composite loyalty score" of 68 percent, and taking first place in the fresh food category. A 
chain of more than 700 convenience retail stores (over 435 offering gasoline), Wawa stores are located in 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and Florida. The stores offer a large fresh food 

service selection, including Wawa brands such as built-to-order hoagies, freshly-brewed coffee, hot breakfast 
sandwiches, built-to-order Specialty Beverages, and an assortment of soups, sides and snacks. 

 


