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Wawa Opens First Store of 2020 as Innovative Food Focused Destination for Customers on the Go 
 Celebration includes reveal of new store format with first-ever PickUp Window in Philadelphia, debut of 
expedited food service and partnership announcements with Wawa Welcome America and PHL Cares   

 
Philadelphia, PA (Friday, January 10) – Wawa, Inc. today announced the grand opening of its newest 
store, featuring a one-of-kind design, located at 33 S. 16th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102. Doors open at 
8:00 a.m., with free t-shirts for the First 100 customers through the door, as supplies last, free coffee and 
an official ribbon cutting ceremony at 10:00 a.m. with city officials and community leaders.  
 
“At Wawa, we strive to accommodate our customers in multiple ways and this new store design is geared 
towards meeting the needs of our local community members who require quick food options without 
sacrificing fresh and quality ingredients to fuel their daily routine” said David Simonetti, Sr. Director of Store 
Operations for Wawa. 
 

About the Grand Opening Festivities 
On Friday, January 10, the new store will open to the public at 8:00 a.m. with free t-shirts for the first 
100 through the door, as supplies last, free coffee starting from opening day through Monday, January 13,  
and an official ribbon cutting ceremony at 10:00 a.m., including Wawa General Manager, Christopher 
Marvel, Wawa Area Manager, Ron Christensen; Wawa Director of Store Operations Becky Altemus, Wawa 
Sr. Director of Store Operations Dave Simonetti and customers; Wawa’s mascot, Wally Goose will join 
together for a ribbon cutting, officially marking the opening of the store.  
 
To demonstrate Wawa’s commitment in the heart of its hometown of Philadelphia, the ceremony will 
include three major announcements as follows: 
 

• A debut of a new store format totaling 3,000 sq. ft., half the size of a standard store, designed to 
continue its commitment of Fulfilling Lives with new amenities including the City’s first-ever PickUp 
Window for mobile orders and online ordering to expedite service, a new line of “Good To Go,” 
expanded hot and cold express items to accommodate customers on the go and an introduction of 
unique products like a self-serve hot tea bar featuring Revolution Tea. In addition to trusted quality 
products, the store will aim to reduce its environmental footprint by introducing compostable 
straws, reusable bags and an option to purchase a reusable mug for coffee or hot beverages. 
 

• City officials and Welcome America leadership will join Grand Opening festivities to celebrate 
Wawa’s longstanding title sponsorship of the annual Wawa Welcome America Festival and publicly 
announce Wawa’s commitment as title sponsor of the annual festival through 2024; translating into 
free programming, entertainment and continuing the City of Philadelphia’s tradition of celebrating 
the 4th of July in the birthplace of our Independence.  
 

• In a continued effort to reduce chronically homeless street population in the City of Philadelphia, 
Wawa will join forces with founding members from PA Convention Center, PREIT, among others to 
announce its support of PHL Cares, an initiative aimed at providing permanent supportive housing 
units for 100 homeless people. 
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To honor the bravery of our everyday heroes, the grand opening event will conclude with a signature 
Hoagies for Heroes, hoagie building competition where teams from Philadelphia Police Department 
and Philadelphia Fire Department will face off to see who can build the most hoagies in three-minutes in 
the traditional Wawa way. Wawa will conclude the Hoagies for Heroes competitions by presenting checks 
on behalf of the winning and runner up teams, for $1,000 to the charities of their choice.   
 
About Wawa, Inc.  
Wawa, Inc., a privately held company, began in 1803 as an iron foundry in New Jersey. Toward the end of 
the 19th Century, owner George Wood took an interest in dairy farming and the family began a small 
processing plant in Wawa, PA in 1902. The milk business was a huge success, due to its quality, 
cleanliness and “certified” process. As home delivery of milk declined in the early 1960s, Grahame Wood, 
George’s grandson, opened the first Wawa Food Market in 1964 as an outlet for dairy products. Today, 
Wawa is your all day, every day stop for freshly prepared foods, beverages, coffee, fuel services and 
surcharge-free ATMs. A chain of more than 880 convenience retail stores (over 600 offering fuel), Wawa 
stores are located in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Florida and Washington, 
D.C. The stores offer a large fresh foodservice selection, including Wawa brands such as custom prepared 
hoagies, freshly-brewed coffee, hot breakfast sandwiches, specialty beverages and an assortment of 
soups, sides and snacks. In 2018, Wawa was recognized in Forbes as one of The Best Employers for New 
Grads and one of The Best Employers for Women, and as the Top-Rated Workplace for Veterans by 
Indeed. In 2019, Wawa was designated by Forbes as a Best Employer for Diversity.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


