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Wawa Begins Construction on First Stores in Gainesville, Florida, Hosting Celebration of Community and 

Wawa VIP Customers, Food Tastings and More! 
Two Gainesville Kick Off Events Provide Preview of Store Designs: Events Feature Virtual Reality Tour of Store 

Interior and Launch of Social Media Contest to Win Custom Wawa Scooter 

 
Gainesville, FL (Oct. 15, 2019) – Wawa Inc. today proudly announced the official start of construction on its first 
stores in Gainesville, Florida. To mark the occasion, Wawa will host two events to signify the start of construction on 
Tuesday, Oct. 15, as follows: 
 

10:00 a.m.  | 1007 East University Avenue, Gainesville, FL 32601 

1:00 p.m.    | 1614 West University Avenue, Gainesville, FL 32603 
 

The Company will also announce that one additional store located at Archer Road and 23rd Drive will go under 
construction that day, all kicking off Wawa’s launch into the Gainesville market and further expansion north into the 
Central Florida market.   
 

These locations will be the first Wawa stores to open in the City of Gainesville. The store located at 1614 West 

University Ave., is the first non-fuel store in Florida, and is a retrofit of an existing building that will be transformed into 
a Wawa food and beverage destination. These stores will continue Wawa’s expansion into the North Central region 
of Florida and are set to open in 2020. 
 
Construction Kick-Off Event Particulars  
 
On Tuesday, Oct. 15, at 10 a.m., the first construction kick-off celebration at 1007 East University Ave., 
Gainesville will begin! Wawa officials, members of Wawa‘s Real Estate team, and Wawa’s Mascot Wally Goose, will 
be joined by the site contractor and land developer, local officials, local Wawa charity and business partners, and 
members of the community for the milestone occasion.  
 
With shovels in hands and hard hats on heads, Wawa officials will announce their expansion plans for the market. 
During the event, Wawa’s Sr. Director of Store Operations for the State of Florida, Todd Souders, will reveal details 
on store locations and opening schedules, plans for each market and showcase updated renderings of the store 
interiors and exteriors. Local Officials and Charity Partners will be invited to speak about Wawa’s commitment to 
Florida, the company’s economic impact through continued Florida expansion, and Wawa’s overall commitment to 
being a good neighbor. 
 
At 1:00 p.m., the second event will kick off at the site of the former University where Wawa will retrofit the 
existing building and transform it into a food and beverage destination. This event will include a Virtual Reality tour 
where attendees can “peer inside” the future site and see the transformation in a special way.  The Event will 
conclude with the reveal of a special mural and launch of a social media contest designed for Gator Nation 
giving participants a chance to win great prizes including a custom Wawa Scooter all for sharing photos with 
the hashtag #WawaInFL. Winners will be selected by random lottery drawing and announced on social media 
leading up to the big day this Spring. The event will also feature a Hoagies for Heroes contest between 
representations from the UF Dance Marathon teams who will be competing against each other to see how many 
Wawa hoagies they can build in three minutes.  Each team will receive a donation to their efforts to raise funds for 
the Children’s Miracle Network hospital at University of Florida, UF Health Shands. 



 
 
 
“All of us at Wawa have been looking forward to this day for a long time and we are thrilled to finally be kicking off 
construction in the City of Gainesville and surrounding areas,” said Todd Souders, Sr. Director of Store Operations 
for all Wawa Florida stores. “These groundbreakings are particularly special because we look forward to connecting 
with passionate Wawa customers we’ve heard from through the years and many of our valued community partners.” 
In addition, breaking ground on our first locations in Gainesville is a significant step towards furthering our ability to 
invest in Florida by building new stores and creating more jobs. We can’t wait to share more information about our 
continued Florida expansion, detail our anticipated impact on the local economy, and celebrate our excitement with 
some very special customers.  In addition, we are thrilled to fly into Gator Nation with some custom designs, our new 
concept of “boundless convenience,” and some fun contests and murals created specially for this market.” 
 
Celebrating Wawa’s Homecoming Customers  
At the construction kick-off events, Wawa will honor and celebrate hundreds of VIP customers who have reached out 
through the years asking Wawa to come to Gainesville.  These special customers will be honored at the “Family 
Reunion” style event featuring special tributes, a sampling of some Wawa’s most delectable foods and special photos 
at the conclusion of each event. 
 
Wawa Expansion in Florida 
In July of 2012 Wawa entered the Florida market with the opening of its first store in Orlando.  Wawa will reach the 
milestone of its 200th store on Oct. 17 with the opening of its store in Naples, FL.  Wawa will continue to open 
locations across the Sunshine state and is proud to call more than 7000 Florida associates members of the Wawa 
family. During 2019, and for several years thereafter, Wawa plans to open about 20 to 30 stores per year across the 
state of Florida. 
 
About Wawa, Inc. 
Wawa, Inc., a privately held company, began in 1803 as an iron foundry in New Jersey. Toward the end of the 19th 
Century, owner George Wood took an interest in dairy farming and the family began a small processing plant in 
Wawa, PA in 1902.  The milk business was a huge success, due to its quality, cleanliness and “certified” process.  As 
home delivery of milk declined in the early 1960’s, Grahame Wood, George’s grandson, opened the first Wawa Food 
Market in 1964 as an outlet for dairy products. Today, Wawa is your all day, every day stop for fuel services, fresh, 
built-to-order foods, beverages, coffee, and surcharge-free ATMs. In 2015, Wawa was named “America’s Most 
Beloved Convenience Store” by a Market Force study of 7,000 consumers, and in 2018 Wawa ranked #1 in the 
sandwich category of a Market Force study, making history as the first convenience to earn that honor.  In 2016 and 
2017 Wawa was recognized in Forbes as one of America’s Best Large Employers, a survey-based ranking of 
employers offering the best associate experiences and strongest opportunities. A chain of more than 800 fuel and 
convenience retail stores (600+ offering gasoline), Wawa stores are located in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, D.C. and Florida. The stores offer a large fresh food service selection, including Wawa brands 
such as award winning built-to-order sandwiches and hoagies, freshly-brewed coffee, hot breakfast sandwiches, 
built-to-order Specialty Beverages, and an assortment of soups, sides and snacks. 

 
 


