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To my family and my Watermark family—

I love my family, and it is to them that I dedicate this work. They each have a walk with
Christ that has inspired and motivated me to keep pursuing my own walk with Christ. The
Lord has used each of them to teach, encourage, and bless me.
Christ has been a part of my friendship with my wife Sarah from our second date when I
cross-examined her about whether she was going to heaven and why. My first gift to her
was a Bible, in which I wrote, “May the truths of this Book always be the basis for our
friendship.” And it has been . . . for our friendship and our marriage.
Our children Bobby and Becky have been going to church for as long as they can remember, but they made their own decisions to trust in Christ, and then later they each made a
decision to make that faith their own. Their pursuit of Christ has made the truth of 3 John 4
a reality for me. And now they have added to our family their wonderful spouses, Noël and
Bayard, who also pursue vibrant relationships with Christ.
I would also like to thank the Watermark staﬀ members and especially the 2014-15 residents who commented on, proofread, and asked questions about this book. Their counsel
and encouragement have improved this study guide. I am grateful for their kindness.
Finally, a special thanks to Angie Mosier and Brooke Holt whose careful editing greatly improved this study guide.
Lord, thank You for the blessing of family and friends and for the privilege of being a part of
Your family. Keep us safe until That Day when we will meet You in the air (1 Thes 4:16-17).
With much love,
BC
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Preface
This book is designed to be used by the

voice of the archangel telling us that the

person tackling the Book of Revelation for

tape was a little loud for one a.m. The

the first time. It is NOT a scholarly work, ex-

voice belonged to my friend’s dad, but I

cept as it has collected and made avail-

was sure the Rapture was happening.

able materials from men like Tom Constable, John Walvoord, Charles Ryrie, Greg
Beale, Arnold Fruchtenbaum, Mark Hitchcock, Stan Toussaint, Robert Thomas, and
many others. This introductory guide
stands on their shoulders as their scholarly
work has deepened my love for Revelation
and encouraged and informed my study of
the book. I am blessed by and most grate-

I am also grateful to my friend and ministry
partner, Blake Holmes, for the chance to
share my love of the Book of Revelation
with people at Watermark Community
Church. Blake took a chance on a trial lawyer he thought could be a pastor. Not sure
I would have taken that chance. By giving
me the chance to teach the Book of Reve-

ful for their study and insights.

lation to a summer Sticky Pages class at

My love for Revelation started in high

book.

school, listening to prophecy tapes made
by Kay Brady. Mrs. Brady was an excellent
Bible teacher who captured the imaginations and often wandering attention of a
couple of high school boys. I will never forget listening to her tape on the Rapture
late one Friday night at a friend’s house
and jumping six feet when I heard the

Watermark, Blake paved the way for this

Sticky Pages is a summer co-ed Bible
study Watermark hosts that focuses on
those books in your Bible whose pages
still stick together. For many people, Revelation is definitely such a book. But for the
people who attended the Sticky Pages
study of Revelation, I am grateful for the
opportunity to have tried out on you my
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ideas about teaching Revelation. Those

as you decide how you will rightly handle

ideas include using lots of charts and other

the word of truth (2 Tim 2:15).

graphics to help synthesize and display
the timelines and overviews required to
communicate a book in a few weeks that
could and has consumed a lifetime of

My approach has softened over the years.
I hold fast to the truth that Christ will return
in His Second Coming as He promised—

study by scholars.

there I put a stake in the ground. But now I

This introductory guide is not meant to be

else about the End Times. That said, this

a verse-by-verse look at the book. For

book contains my best understanding

something like that I recommend Consta-

about how the End Times may play out—

ble’s Study Notes on Revelation that are

with James 3:1 continually ringing in my

available at www.soniclight.com for free. In

ears.

addition, the commentaries by Walvoord,
Ryrie, and Hitchcock are scholarly works
that are understandable by the lay Bible
student. For the scholarly inclined, check
out the commentaries by Beale, Fruchten-

hold more loosely to just about everything

Finally, my biggest encouragers are Sarah,
my bride of 35 years, and our children,
Bobby and Becky. Sarah has always listened patiently to my excited calls to her

baum, and Robert L. Thomas.

as I learn new things about Revelation.

As always when studying the Scriptures,

Word and walk with Christ. I am grateful to

you need to be aware of the author’s view-

have the privilege of sharing life with her.

point. Mine is pretribulational and premillennial. That is, I believe that Christ will return
for His Church before the events of the
Tribulation period and that He will return to
earth at the Second Coming before the
start of a literal 1,000-year Millennial Kingdom. Most of the scholars I have referenced agree with that perspective, but not
all. The important thing is that you determine your own approach to the End Times

She is an inspiration to my study of the

So, readers, my prayer is that you will enjoy your study of Revelation and walk
away with renewed hope in Christ and motivation to tell others about Him.
Bobby Crotty
Dallas, Texas
January 2016
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Foreword
A close friend oﬀered me the best advice

scholars by summarizing their unique in-

before I toured through Israel for the first

sights.

time—secure a great guide! Fortunately, he
recommended a guide and encouraged

I’ve served in ministry and taught Bible

me to plan my trip around his schedule.

studies for more than 20 years. Without

My friend’s advice proved true. I cannot

more questions than any other book in the

imagine my trip to Israel without our guide.

Bible. If you want to learn the Book of

My advice to those who want to study

Revelation, secure a great guide by start-

Revelation is the same advice my friend

ing here! You won’t regret it!

gave me—secure a great guide! A great
guide knows when to stop, what to point

question, the Book of Revelation raises

Happy traveling . . .

out, and what to avoid. For these reasons,
I wholeheartedly recommend my friend
Bobby Crotty's guide through the Book of

Blake Holmes

Revelation, The Lamb Standing: An Introductory Guide to the Book of Revelation.

Senior Director of Equipping &

He will lead you through the book at a man-

The Residency Program

ageable pace, while pointing out the high

Watermark Community Church

points and avoiding the common tangen-

Dallas, Texas

tial arguments. He not only oﬀers great observations of his own, but also wisely

January 5, 2016

stands on the shoulders of respected
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INTRODUCTION

Why Study Prophecy?

A “revelation” of the end of
history is not given for the satisfaction of curiosity, but to
inspire living in accordance
with the reality unveiled.
G.R. Beasley-Murray,
The Book of Revelation
at 52.

Above: The Golden Gate to the Old City of Jerusalem
Across the Kidron Valley from the Mount of Olives stands the Golden Gate, or Beautiful
Gate, where Jesus will one day reenter Jerusalem according to Ezek 44:1-3.
Attribution: Wikipedia

Prophecy . . .

The Lion’s Gate into the
Old City of Jerusalem
(Author’s photo 2012)

•

•

Proves the authority of the Bible. There
is no greater proof of the inspiration, validity, and authority of the Bible than fulfilled prophecy. Fulfillment of prophecy
reveals that God knows the future and
can be trusted with the present.
Reveals the purposes of God. When we
sometimes are moved to think that the
world is out of control and that God is
asleep at the wheel, nothing will assure
us more than knowing that God has a
prophetic plan for the way in which history will unfold.

•

Reveals God’s wisdom and power.

•

Brings peace to believers in Christ. If
God is in control of history, then we can
have peace that His plan is good and
that ultimately it will be accomplished.

•

Helps produce a holy life in His children. Almost without exception, New
Testament references to the coming of
Christ are followed by an exhortation to
godliness and holy living.

9

Watermark’s Beliefs

Here are the sections of the Watermark

souls of unbelievers remain after death in

Community Church doctrinal statement

constant misery in Hades until the final

concerning the End Times and eternity:

judgment of the Great White Throne at the

SECTION 11: END TIMES

close of the millennium when soul and
body reunited shall be cast into the Lake
of Fire, not to be annihilated, but to be pun-

We believe in the personal, imminent com-

ished with everlasting separation from the

ing of the Lord Jesus Christ for the

presence of the Lord (Lk 16:19-26, 23:43;

Church. This event, commonly called the

2 Cor 5:8; Phil 1:23; 2 Thes 1:7-9;

rapture, will be followed by great tribula-

Rev 20:11-15).

tion on earth and will culminate in the visible and bodily return of Jesus Christ to the
earth, commonly called the Second Coming, to rule the nations and establish His
millennial kingdom (1 Thes 4:13-18;
Phil 3:20; Matt 24:15-31; Zech 14:4-11;
Rev 19:11-21, 20:1-6).

SECTION 12: ETERNAL
STATE
We believe the souls of believers in Jesus
Christ do, at death, immediately pass into
His presence, and there remain in conscious bliss until the resurrection of the
body at His coming for the Church, when
soul and body reunited shall be associated
with Him forever in glory. We believe the

Revelation Questions
(Look for the answers as you
continue reading)

• Which New Testament book con-

tains the most Old Testament references?

• Which three of the OT prophetic

books are alluded to most in Revelation?

• Which three other OT books have

the most significance for the composition of Revelation?

• Which OT book would you pick as

the most influential on Revelation?
Why?
10

Author, Date, Purpose
& Blessing
Now, today, this moment is our chance to choose
the right side. God is holding back to give us that
chance. It will not last forever. We must take it or
leave it.
C.S. Lewis,
Mere Christianity at 65.
Left: Statue at Caesarea Maritima—John 10:11
(Author’s photo 2012)

Author: Apostle John
At least four reasons support the Apostle
John as the author of Revelation:

•

Use of distinctly Johannine terms, such
as “logos” and “Lamb of God.”

•

The authority of the author in relation to
the churches.

•
•

The Hebrew idioms in the book.
The corroboration of early Church Fathers, such as Irenaeus, Origen, Tertullian, and Clement.

the Second Coming of Christ. “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him
to show to his bond-servants the things
that must soon take place.” (Rev 1:1a)
Blessing: “Blessed is the one who reads
aloud the words of this prophecy, and
blessed are those who hear, and who keep
what is written in it, for the time is near.”
(Rev 1:3)

•

“Revelation is the only book of Scripture
containing such a direct promise of
blessing.” Walvoord, Revelation at 39.
This is the first of seven blessings in the
Book of Revelation.

•

Note the change from the singular to the
plural—one reads and several hear, indicating that the book was to be read publicly. Since one test of canonicity was
public reading, John’s charge to read
Revelation publicly means that he considered it canonical. Ryrie, Revelation at
14.

Date: c. A.D. 95
The early Church Fathers wrote accounts
that the Apostle John was exiled on the Island of Patmos during the reign of Domitian and was later freed and permitted to
return to Ephesus after Domitian died in
A.D. 96.
Purpose: To reveal events that will take
place immediately before, during, and after
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Terms of the End Times

Rapture: The removal of both living and

king of bold face (Dan 8:23); and the

dead Church Age believers from the earth

prince who is to come (Dan 9:26).

to be with Christ forever (1 Thes 4:16-17).

False Prophet: The beast from the earth in

Tribulation: The seven-year period of un-

Rev 13:11-18, who exercises the authority

paralleled trouble on the earth after the

of the first beast (or the Antichrist) in his

Rapture and culminating in the Second

presence. This beast is called the False

Coming of Christ (Dan 9:24-27).

Prophet in Rev 16:13, 19:20, and 20:10,
and he makes the earth worship the Anti-

Great Tribulation: The last 3½ years of the

christ, performs great signs, and deceives

seven-year Tribulation period (Dan 9:27;

those who dwell on earth.

Matt 24:15-22; Rev 13:5-6).
Judgment Seat of Christ: An evaluation
Day of the Lord: God’s judgments during

by Jesus Christ of the believer’s works spo-

the Tribulation culminating in Christ’s Sec-

ken of in Rom 14:10-12, 1 Cor 3:10-15,

ond Coming (1 Thes 5:2-4).

and 2 Cor 5:10.

Seal, Trumpet, and Bowl Judgments:

Second Coming: Jesus’ bodily return to

Three series of seven judgments each de-

earth at the close of the Great Tribulation

picted in Rev 6-16. The judgments in-

(Rev 19:11-21).

crease in severity and impact progressively
more of the earth’s people.

Millennium: The 1,000-year period following the Second Coming in which Jesus will

Antichrist: The beast from the sea of Rev

be physically present to reign on earth

13:1-8; also known as the man of lawless-

(Rev 20:1-6).

ness and son of destruction in 2 Thes 2:3;
the lawless one in 2 Thes 2:8; the little

Great White Throne Judgment: The judg-

horn of Dan 7:8-11, 21-26 & 8:9-12, 23-25;

ment of the dead by Christ after the Millennium (Rev 20:11-15).

12

Rapture & Second Coming Views

Storm approaching the Judean Wilderness
near the Dead Sea (Author’s photo 2012)

There are three views of the timing of the

There are also three prevalent views con-

Rapture (removal of the Church), described

cerning the timing of Second Coming, de-

in relationship to the Tribulation period:

scribed in relationship to the Millennial

•

Kingdom:

Pre-Tribulational—Jesus returns for His
Church before the Tribulation begins.

•

•

tablishing the Millennial Kingdom.

Mid-Tribulational—The Church is removed from the earth in the middle of

•

the seven-year Tribulation period.

•

Post-Tribulational—The Church is removed at the end of the Tribulation pe-

Premillennial—Christ returns before esPostmillennial—Christ returns at the
conclusion of the Millennial Kingdom.

•

Amillennial—There is no actual Millennium. Rather Christ will return at the end

riod and before the Second Coming.
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of the Church Age to establish His permanent physical reign.
These views also mark three primary systems of eschatology, or ways of viewing

•

Premillennialism: This view asserts that
Jesus’ Second Coming will occur before
His literal 1,000-year reign on earth. It
uses a normal or literal method of inter-

the End Times:

preting biblical passages concerning the

•

guishes Israel from the Church. Premil-

Postmillennialism: A view that the kingdom of God is now being extended in
the world through the preaching of gospel and that the world will eventually be
Christianized. Believes that Christ will return at the close of a long period of right-

End Times and consistently distinlennialists see the final fulfillment of the
Abrahamic and Davidic Covenant in the
coming Millennial Kingdom.
Conclusion: Just right.

eousness and peace called the Millennium.
Conclusion: Too hopeful—has not read
the newspaper recently.

•

Premillennialism

Amillennialism: This view rejects the
idea that Jesus will have a literal 1,000year physical reign on earth. It believes

Rapture

that the Millennium has already begun
and is identical with the current Church
Age. Amillennialism sees the Church as
the fulfillment of biblical promises to Israel. Believes that Christ will return at
the end of the Church Age in final judg-

(

Church
Age

)

7-Yr

Trib

1,000-Yr
Millennium

Second
Coming

ment and establish a permanent physical reign.
Conclusion: Too inconsistent—once
you start spiritualizing the Bible, where
do you stop? Christ’s First Advent literally fulfilled prophecy; so, too, will the
events preceding His Second Coming.
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Daniel’s 70-Weeks Timeline

Daniel’s 70-Weeks Timeline
(Dan 9:24-27)
Daniel’s
7 + 62 Weeks
(Dan 9:25)

444 BC
Artaxerxes’
Decree
(Neh 2:5-8)

(

Gap between 69th
& 70th Weeks;
includes Church
Age (Eph 3:1-10)

AD 33
Triumphal
Entry
(Dan 9:26)
AD 70
Jerusalem & Temple
destroyed (Dan 9:26)

Second Coming
(Dan 9:27;
Rev 19:11-21)

7-Year Tribulation
(Daniel’s 70th Week
—Dan 9:27)

)

Peace Treaty
with Israel
(Dan 9:27)
Abomination of
Desolation
(Dan 9:27; Matt 24:15)

To understand the Tribulation period, it is

gave such a decree in approximately 444

important to look carefully at Daniel’s 70-

B.C. The 69 weeks of years concluded

weeks vision in Dan 9:24-27. There, Daniel

with Triumphal Entry by Jesus into Jerusa-

prophesies that 70 weeks of years are de-

lem recorded in each of the four Gospels

creed for Israel before God will bring in ev-

(e.g., Matt 21:1-11).

erlasting righteousness for Israel.

Daniel prophesies in Dan 9:26 that “an

Daniel identifies a period of 69 weeks that

anointed one shall be cut oﬀ,” which oc-

runs from the decree to “restore and build

curred at the crucifixion of Christ. Daniel

Jerusalem to the coming of an anointed

then records that “the people of the prince

one” (Dan 9:25). In Neh 2:5-8, Nehemiah

who is to come shall destroy the city and

records that the Persian king, Artaxerxes,

the sanctuary,” a likely reference to the de-
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struction of Jerusalem and its temple in

stand Jesus to mean that in the middle of

A.D. 70 by a Roman army under Titus.

the Tribulation, the Antichrist will order the

That this event occurs years after Jesus’

Jews to stop oﬀering sacrifices in the re-

crucifixion underscores that there is a gap

built temple, and he will erect in the holy

between the conclusion of the 69th week

place an image of himself and force the

and the start of the 70th week. That gap is

people of the world either to worship that

the Church Age, a period of time that was

image or be killed (Rev 13:14-15).

a mystery to the Old Testament prophets
(see Eph 3:10).

The Book of Daniel is probably the single

The Church Age will conclude with the Rap-

lation. The importance of Daniel’s 70-

ture that Paul spoke of in 1 Thes 4:16-17.

weeks vision underscores that the student

The Rapture, however, is not the triggering

of the Book of Revelation must know and

event of the Daniel’s 70th week. That

understand the Book of Daniel to make

event, rather, is a peace treaty the Anti-

sense of the Apostle John’s prophecy in

christ makes with Israel as described in

Revelation. Daniel and John share a key at-

Dan 9:27. That event will start the seven-

tribute—both are described as men be-

year Tribulation period. Interestingly, Reve-

loved of God. Daniel is described at least

lation itself does not specify the seven-

three times as a man “greatly loved” (Dan

year length of the Tribulation. Rather, we

9:23; 10:11, 19). Similarly, the Gospel of

get that time frame from the conclusion

John mentions at least five times “the disci-

that the Tribulation is Daniel’s 70th week of

ple whom Jesus loved” (Jn 13:23, 19:26;

years.

20:2; 21:7, 20). It is no surprise that God

Daniel’s 70-weeks vision also reveals that
in the middle of the 70th week, the Antichrist will “put an end to sacrifice and oﬀer-

book that had the most influence on Reve-

would entrust the two seminal prophecies
of the End Times to people whom He
loves.

ing” (Dan 9:27). In Matt 24:15, Jesus references Daniel’s 70-weeks prophecy in His
Olivet Discourse and explains that the
“abomination of desolation spoken of by
the prophet Daniel” in Dan 9:27 will be
erected in the “holy place.” Scholars under-
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2! REV 1

It is a revelation of truth about
Jesus Christ . . . . It is also a
revelation which comes from
Christ.
!
!
!
John Walvoord,
!
!
!
Revelation at 37.

John’s Vision of Christ

Masada
(Author’s photo 2012)

Key Verse—Rev 1:19
Write therefore

•
•

the things that you have seen [Rev 1],
those that are [Rev 2-3]

•

and those that are to take place after this
[Rev 4-22].

This verse gives us a handy outline for the
entire book. Watch for the repetition of the
phrase “after this.” It’s a clue to the future!
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Rev 1 Insights

Revelation contains more OT references

•

Rev 1:1—“‘The revelation of Jesus

than any other NT book. In terms of actual

Christ’ is the subject of this book. ‘Reve-

allusions to the OT in the Book of Revela-

lation’ (from the Latin revelatio) means

tion, Isaiah ranks first, followed by Ezekiel,

unveiling or disclosure and is a transla-

Daniel, and Psalms. More than half of the

tion of the Greek word ἀποκάλυψις”

OT references in Revelation are to these

(apokalypsis), which is the first word of

books. Six OT books have “overarching

the book in GK and its transliteration

conceptual significance for the composi-

serves as “an alternative title for the

tion” of Revelation: Genesis, Exodus,

book (i.e., the Apocalypse; cf. Dan

Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and Zechariah.

2:28-30, 45-47). The Greek word

Beale & Carson, NT Use of OT at 1082.

[ἀποκάλυψις] occurs only here in the

There are many similarities between how

book.” Constable’s Notes at Rev 1:1.

John wrote Revelation and how Daniel

“soon”—“A major thrust of Revelation is

wrote the book that bears his name. Both

its emphasis upon the shortness of time

prophecies deal with God’s sovereign rule

before the fulfillment. In the midst of per-

over world history. And both are given to

secution God’s people do not have long

men beloved of God: Compare Jn 13:23;

to wait for relief to come. To say that the

19:26; 20:2; 21:7, 20; with Dan 9:23; 10:11,

relief will come ‘suddenly’ oﬀers no en-

19.

couragement, but to say that it will

•

come ‘soon’ does.” Thomas, Revelation

Rev 1:1-8—“The first chapter contains a
prologue to the book, which is similar to

1-7, at 55.

the one in Jn 1:1-18, the prologue to

Rev 1 also includes a vision “God gave

John’s Gospel (cf. 1 Jn 1:1-4). . . .

John that prepared him for what fol-

John’s prologue in Revelation contains a

lows.” This vision shows “that Jesus

preface, an address and doxology, and

Christ is the culminating figure in hu-

a statement of the book’s theme.” Con-

man history (cf. Heb 1), and it prepares

stable’s Notes at Rev ch. 1 & Rev 1:1-8.
18

the reader for the revelation of His future

requires a noun in the genitive case. But

acts that constitutes the bulk of this

here in Rev 1:4, the words following the

book.” Constable’s Notes at Rev ch. 1

preposition “from” (ἀπό) are in [the nomi-

(emphasis added).

native case]. . . . [N]owhere else does

John refers to himself at least four times
in Revelation (Rev 1:1, 4, 9 & 22:8).

•

•

[John] use a nominative immediately after a preposition (in fact, he uses ἀπό 32
times with the genitive immediately fol-

Rev 1:3—This verse contains the first of

lowing). The passage appears to be an

seven blessings in Revelation. The other

allusion to Ex 3:14 (in the [Septuagint,

blessings are found in Rev 14:13, 16:15,

the GK translation of the OT]) where

19:9, 20:6, 22:7, 22:14.

God refers to Himself as “He who is” (ὁ

Rev 1:4—“According to the writings of
several early church fathers (i.e., Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, Eusebius,
and Victorinus), the Romans sent John
as a prisoner from Ephesus, where he
pastored, to the island of Patmos in
A.D. 95. There he worked in the mines
(quarries). Patmos stood in the Aegean
Sea just southwest of Ephesus. It was
10 miles long and six miles wide at its
widest (northern) end, and it served as a
penal colony for political prisoners of

ὤν), the same wording in Greek as here
in Rev 1:4. Thus, it appears that John
[left] the divine name untouched (perhaps to allude to God’s immutability, or
as a pointer to the Old Testament as the
key to unlocking the meaning of this
book), irrespective of what it ‘looks’ like
grammatically. “The [NET Bible] has
placed the “he who is” in quotation
marks to indicate to the reader that the
syntactical awkwardness is intentional.”
Footnote 16 to Rev 1:4 (NET Bible).

Rome. John remained there until shortly

John wrote to seven churches in Asia

after the Emperor Domitian died in

(cf. Rev 1:9, 11; 22:8). The Apostle Paul

A.D. 96. Domitian’s successor, Nerva, al-

also wrote letters to churches in seven

lowed John to return to Ephesus.” Con-

places: Rome, Corinth, Galatia,

stable’s Notes at Rev 1:9.

Ephesus, Philippi, Colossae, and Thessa-

The NET Bible includes a footnote to

lonica. Constable’s Notes at Rev 1:4.

Rev 1:4 to explain an intentionally awk-

At least 54 times in Revelation, John

ward grammatical construction in the

used the number 7, which commonly sig-

verse. “The preposition ‘from’ in Greek

nified a work of God. “Seven is the most
19

✓ The ruler of kings on earth—future (Je-

frequently used number [in Revelation]
and symbolizes perfection and complete-

sus’ future reign)

ness. The Holy Spirit is repeatedly called

“[T]he origination of all three expressions

the ‘seven spirits’ or ‘sevenfold Spirit.’

from Psalm 89 reflects a major authorial

Seven is also used as a structuring de-

intent to direct attention to the fulfillment

vice. Revelation is addressed to seven

of the promises made to David regard-

churches in Asia (Rev 1:11; 2:1-3:22).

ing an eternal kingdom in 2 Samuel 7.”

The three judgment cycles feature seven

Thomas, Revelation 1-7, at 70.

seals (Rev 6:1–8:1), seven trumpets (Rev
8:2–11:19), and seven bowls of seven

The book is dedicated to Christ and as-

plagues (Rev 15:1–16:21).” Baker Illus-

cribes three things to Him:

trated Bible Handbook at 973.

✓ He loves us (the Greek present tense

The phrase “seven Spirits” may refer to

indicates continuous action).

seven principal angelic messengers (cf.

✓ He freed us from our sins by His

Rev 1:20; 8:2, 6; 15:1; 1 Ki 22:19-21;

blood (His death is the basis of our

Heb 1:14), such as the seven angels be-

cleansing).

fore the throne of God described in the

✓ He made us a kingdom and priests to

apocryphal book of 1 Enoch (20:2-8):
Uriel, Raphael, Raguel, Michael,
Saraqael, Gabriel, and Remiel. Consta-

•

God. Ryrie, Revelation at 15.

•

Rev 1:7—The theme of the Book of

ble’s Notes at Rev 1:4. Or, the “seven

Revelation. “This verse summarizes the

spirits” may refer to the sevenfold minis-

main features of the revelation to fol-

try of the Holy Spirit in Isa 11:2.

low.” Constable’s Notes at Rev 1:7. Rev

Rev 1:5-6—Jesus Christ is described
as:
✓ Faithful witness—past (Jesus’ life on
earth; see Jn 18:37)
✓ Firstborn of the dead—present (Jesus’ resurrection)

1:7 combines quotations from Dan 7:13
with Zech 12:10. “Daniel 7 provides a
key focus for John throughout the whole
book (there are no fewer than 31 allusions to it).” Constable’s Notes at Rev
1:7, quoting Alan Johnson, Revelation,
12 The Expositor’s Bible Commentary at
402.
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•

Rev 1:8—“God confirmed the preceding forecast with a solemn aﬃrmation of His eternity and omnipotence. Alpha and
omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet
and signify God’s comprehensive control over all things including time. This is probably a merism, a figure of speech
in which two extremes represent the whole. John strengthened this point further with present, past, and future references (cf. Rev 4:8, 11:17; Heb 13:8). [God] is the originator
and terminator of all things. God is not only Lord of the future. He is also powerful enough to bring what John just pre-

In the vision John
records in Rev
1:13-16, Jesus is
pictured as a judge,
and the seven
features described in
Rev 1:13-16 are
those “most relevant
to the needs and
circumstances of the
seven churches.”

dicted to pass. He is the ‘Almighty.’” Constable’s Notes at
Rev 1:8.

•

Rev 1:11-12—This is Jesus speaking. It is the first of 12 instructions to John in Revelation to write what he saw (see
also Rev 1:19; 2:1, 8, 12, 18; 3:1, 7, 14; 14:13; 19:9; 21:5).
“Why did God select these churches in these particular
towns? Obviously, He did not do so because of their superior spirituality. Their popularity was not the criterion either
since we read about only Ephesus and Laodicea elsewhere
in Scripture. John knew of conditions in each of these
churches, and God led him to communicate individual mes-

Robert Thomas,
Revelation 1-7, at 97.

sages to them. Probably they were representative congregations from which this book could circulate easily.” Constable’s Notes at Rev 1:11.
“The seven lampstands represent the seven churches” (as
Rev 1:20 explains; cf. Zech 4:2-6). Note that their principal
function is to give oﬀ light. Constable’s Notes at Rev 1:12;
Walvoord, Revelation at 45.

•

Rev 1:13-16—In the vision John sees, Jesus is pictured as
a judge, and the seven features John describes in Rev

21

1:13-16 are those “most relevant to the
needs and circumstances of the
seven churches.” Thomas, Revelation
1-7, at 97.
John uses the word “like” seven times in
Rev 1:13-16 as he struggles to describe
the risen, glorified Christ to finite creatures.
Note where Jesus is standing—“in the
midst of the lampstands.” The depiction

✓ the world rulers at Armageddon (Rev
19:19-21)
✓ Satan (Rev 20:1-3, 10)
✓ the earth during the Millennium (Rev
20:4-6)
✓ the rebellious earth at the end of the
Millennium (Rev 20:7-9)
✓ all the unsaved dead (Rev 20:11-15)
Constable’s Notes at Rev 1:16.

underscores both His relationship to the

“This first vision of John, then, included

Church and foreshadows God’s promise

an indication of Jesus’ Messianic oﬃce

to dwell in the midst of His people (Rev

with its associated functions:

21:3).
The title “Son of Man” comes from Dan
7:13 and was Jesus’ favorite name for
Himself during His time on earth. It is
used more than 80 times in the Gospels.

✓ [His] judgment of the unrighteous and
comfort of the suﬀering righteous,
✓ His high rank that fits Him as an agent
of imposing divine wrath,

It emphasizes Jesus’ humanity and Mes-

✓ His activity in imposing that wrath,

sianic character.

✓ His preexistence along with God the

“It is primarily as Judge that Jesus appears in Revelation.” Constable’s Notes

Father,
✓ His penetrating intelligence that en-

at Rev 1:16. John 5:22, 27 tell us that

ables Him to perform righteous judg-

the Father “has given all judgment to the

ment,

Son.” He judges:
✓ the churches (Rev 2-3)
✓ the whole earth (Rev 4-16)
✓ religious and commercial Babylon
(Rev 17-18)

✓ His movement among the churches to
enforce standards of moral purity,
✓ His identification with the Father in the
power of His utterance,
✓ His authority over the seven messengers and the churches they represent,
22

✓ His power to overcome His enemies and pronounce judgment upon them, and
✓ His return to earth to implement judgment upon mankind.” Thomas, Revelation 1-7, at 105.

•

Rev 1:17-18—Remember that John had already seen Jesus
at the Transfiguration with such a shining face (Matt 17:2).

The GK phrase μετὰ
ταῦτα in Rev 1:19 “is
similar to the phrase
in Dan 2:29 ‘what will
take place.’” The Dan
2:29 phrase “refers
to the content of
Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream, which
concerned the future,
[and] it should be
understood in John’s
use as also referring
to the eschatological
future.”
Charles Ryrie,
Revelation at 18.

John’s response to this revelation was similar to Daniel’s response to the vision God gave him (cf. Dan 10:7-9).
“This revelation of Jesus Christ in His unveiled glory took all
the strength out of John. He could not stand in the presence of such a One . . . . Paul had a similar experience on
the Damascus road (Acts 9:4 . . .). However, the glorified
Christ laid His comforting, powerful ‘right hand’ on John,
and encouraged him to stop fearing (cf. Jesus’ action following the Transfiguration, Matt 17:7). He introduced Himself as
the self-existent, eternal One. ‘I am’ recalls Jesus’ claims in
the Gospels (cf. Matt 14:27; Mk 6:50; Jn 6:20, 8:58), and
connects Him with Yahweh (Ex 3:14; Isa 48:12). The title
‘the first and the last’ is essentially the same as ‘the Alpha
and the Omega’ (Rev 1:8), or ‘the beginning and the end’
(Rev 22:13). All three titles stress the eternal sovereignty of
God. The consoling words, ‘Do not be afraid,’ came from a
sovereign being—the Son of God (cf. Matt 14:27, 17:7;
Mark 6:50).” Constable’s Notes at Rev 1:17.
Jesus gives John a threefold word of comfort, presenting
Himself as:
✓ The first and the last
✓ The conqueror over Death
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✓ The One who controls (has “the keys
of”) Death (the experience of the mate-

to Patmos to visit John and could

rial part of humans) and Hades (holds

have carried Revelation back with

the immaterial part of humans after

them to their respective congrega-

physical death)

tions.”

Ryrie, Revelation at 20.

•

Rev 1:19 —The GK phrase μετὰ ταῦτα
(after this) is used nine times in Revelation: Rev 1:19, 4:1 (twice), 7:1 (“Μετὰ
τοῦτο”), 7:9, 9:12, 15:5, 18:1, 19:1, 20:3.
It is always used to describe future
things in Revelation.

•

Such representatives may have come

Rev 1:20—Constable concludes that the
seven stars represent the messengers of
the seven churches:
✓ “These may have been their angelic

✓ The GK word ἄγγελοι can be translated angels, or it “frequently refers to
human messengers (e.g., Matt 11:10;
Lk 7:24, 9:52; 2 Cor 8:23; and Jas
2:25).”
✓ “God interpreted many of the symbols
He used in Revelation elsewhere in
Scripture. Correct interpretation of
this book, therefore, depends on
knowledge of the rest of God’s previously given revelation.” Constable’s
Notes at Rev 1:20.

guardians.
✓ “Some interpreters have taken these
angels as expressions of the prevailing spirit that characterized each
church.
✓ “Others view them as the human representatives or leading elders (pastors) of these churches, though “angel” is a strange term to describe an
elder. These were probably men such
as Epaphroditus, Tychicus, and Onesimus, who went to Rome to visit Paul
in prison and carried messages from
him to churches (Phil 4:18; Col 4:7-9).

Above: Jesus Christ—Detail from the Deesis Mosaic (Hagia Sophia, Istanbul)
Attribution: Edal Anton Lefterov,
Wikipedia

24

What do we learn about Christ in
Rev 1?
What characteristics does Rev 1 disclose
about Jesus? Keep a notebook about the
things you learn about Christ in your reading of Revelation and record how those
things can impact your daily life.
1. The revelation of Jesus Christ—both
by and about Him (Rev 1:1).
2. God gave Jesus this revelation (Rev
1:1).
3. Jesus has both servants and angels
(Rev 1:1).
4. He has a testimony (Rev 1:2).
5. He is the sender of grace and peace
(Rev 1:5).
6. He is the faithful witness (Rev 1:5).
7. He is the firstborn of the dead (Rev
1:5).
8. He is the ruler of kings on earth (Rev
1:5).

12. He is the recipient, along with the Father, of glory and dominion forever and
ever (Rev 1:6).
13. He is coming with the clouds (Rev 1:7).
14. Every eye will see Him, even those
who pierced Him (Rev 1:7).
15. All tribes of the earth will wail on account of Him (Rev 1:7).
16. He has a loud voice like a trumpet (Rev
1:10).
17. He issues commands (Rev 1:11, 19).
18. He is one like a son of man, clothed
with a long robe and with a golden
sash around his chest (Rev 1:13).
19. The hairs of his head were white, like
white wool, like snow (Rev 1:14).
20. His eyes were like a flame of fire (Rev
1:14).

9. He loves us (Rev 1:5).

21. His feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace (Rev 1:15).

10. He has freed us from our sins by His
blood (Rev 1:5).

22. His voice was like the roar of many waters (Rev 1:15).

11. He made us a kingdom, priests to his
God and Father (Rev 1:6).

23. In His right hand, He held seven stars
(Rev 1:16).
24. From His mouth came a sharp twoedged sword (Rev 1:16).
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25. His face was like the sun shining in full
strength (Rev 1:16).

may picture the trials in His earthly life
that made Jesus a sympathetic High
Priest (Heb 4:15) and an experienced
judge; bronze reminds us of the OT
bronze altar and other bronze items
used in connection with the sacrifice for
sin (Ex 38:30).

26. He oﬀers freedom from fear (Rev 1:17).
27. He is the first and the last (Rev 1:17).
28. He is the living one, even though He
died (Rev 1:18).
29. He is alive forevermore (Rev 1:18).

•

Voice—“like the roar of many waters”
(Rev 1:15; cf. Dan 10:6: “like the sound
of a multitude”); picture of power and
authority.

•

Right hand—“In his right hand” (Rev
1:16); picture of possession, protection,
and sovereign control (also a place of
honor). See note at Rev 5:7 infra.

•

Mouth—“sharp two-edged sword” (Rev
1:16; cf. Isa 11:4—“strike the earth with
the rod of his mouth”); picture of judgment with His Word (Heb 4:12; Rev
19:15); the Romans used the sword as a
principal oﬀensive weapon employed in
a stabbing action; here, it implies killing
the wicked; the particular sword, the
rhomphaia (also mentioned in Rev 2:12,
16; 6:8; 19:15, 21) is a long, heavy
sword that pictures a weapon of devastating judgment.
Face—“like the sun shining in full
strength” (Rev 1:16; cf. Dan 10:6: “like
the appearance of lightning”); picture of
holiness and righteousness.

30. He has the keys of Death and Hades
(Rev 1:18).
31. He holds in His right hand the angels
of the seven churches and walks
among the seven lampstands that are
the seven churches (Rev 1:20).

7 Features of Jesus Christ

•

Hair—“like white wool, like snow” (Rev
1:14; cf. Dan 7:9—hair of the Ancient of
Days is “like pure wool”); pictures the
wisdom of age (Prov 20:29); corresponds to the vision of God in Dan 7:9;
gives us a picture of the deity of Christ
who possesses all the attributes of God.

•

Eyes—“like a flame of fire” (Rev 1:14; cf.
Dan 10:6: “eyes like flaming torches”);
picture of judgment (1 Cor 3:13) and omniscience; i.e. searching righteousness
and divine judgment on what is impure.

•

Feet—“like burnished bronze refined in
a furnance” (Rev 1:15; cf. Dan 10:6: legs
“like the gleam of burnished bronze”);
picture of purity, strength, and stability;
burnished—highly rubbed and polished;

From Rev 1 on, we see that Christ is the
central focus of this book.

•
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Rev 1 Summary

1. Rev 1:1-8 contain a prologue that in-

the seven features of Christ described in

cludes a preface, an address and doxol-

Rev 1:13-16 are those most relevant to

ogy, and a statement of the book’s

the needs and circumstances of the

theme.

seven churches.

2. In a number of places, John deliberately

6. It is primarily as judge that Jesus ap-

used syntactically awkward phrases in

pears in Revelation. He judges: the

the GK as a pointer to the Old Testa-

churches (Rev 2-3); the whole earth

ment as the key to unlocking the mean-

(Rev 4-16); religious and commercial

ing of this book.

Babylon (Rev 17-18); the world rulers at

3. John used seven as a structuring device
in Revelation. For example, the book is
addressed to seven churches in Asia
(Rev 1:11; 2:1–3:22). The future events
of the book feature three judgment cycles of seven judgments each: seven

Armageddon (Rev 19:19-21); Satan (Rev
20:1-3, 10); the earth during the Millennium (Rev 20:4-6); the rebellious earth at
the end of the Millennium (Rev 20:7-9);
all the unsaved dead (Rev 20:11-15).
7. Rev 1:19 gives us a handy outline of the

Seals (Rev 6:1–8:1), seven Trumpets

book: the things that you have seen

(Rev 8:2–11:19), and seven Bowls (Rev

[Rev 1], those that are [Rev 2-3], and

15:1–16:21).

those that are to take place after this

4. The book is dedicated to Christ and as-

[Rev 4-22].

cribes three things to Him: He loves us;

8. Rev 1 contains more than 30 things we

He freed us from our sins by His blood;

learn about Christ and shows He is not

and He made us a kingdom and priests

only the central character of the book,

to God.

but also the culminating figure in human

5. In the vision John sees of Jesus in Rev

history.

1:13-16, He is pictured as a judge, and
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3! REV 2-3
Letters to the Seven
Churches

Many of the problems and evils
that exist in the church today
are a direct outgrowth of the neglect of Christ’s instructions to
these seven churches.
John Walvoord,
Relevation at 52.

Above: Map of the Seven Churches of Revelation
Attribution: Wikipedia

Jesus is coming back; everything else we

Note how the churches are addressed in

hold loosely. But we need to take seriously

the likely order that John may have visited

Christ’s warnings to these seven churches,

them, beginning from Ephesus, which

because they are warnings to each of us.

served as the base for his ministry.
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Rev 2-3 Insights

Below: Angels standing guard over
the seven churches
(St. Mark’s Basilica, Venice)
Attribution: Wikipedia

Revelation Questions

There is a pattern and symmetry to John’s

•

Which of the seven churches of Reve-

and finished Rev 2-3 with the churches

lation did not receive a commendation?

that were in the gravest danger—Ephesus

•

Which of the seven churches did not
receive a rebuke?

•

What is something similar about Paul’s
letters and the letters to the seven
churches?

•

Which church reminds you most of

letters to the seven churches. John started

and Laodicea. The second and sixth
churches he addressed were in the best
spiritual shape—Smyrna and Philadelphia.
The remaining churches—Pergamum,
Thyatira, and Sardis—were in the middle,
demonstrating some good and some bad
traits.

yourself? Of your church? Why?
29

Compare & Contrast the Letters to
the Seven Churches
It is really helpful to compare and contrast

•

Challenge: Each of the churches is ex-

the letters to the seven churches on the ba-

horted to excel still more, at the same

sis of the following five criteria:

time giving us plenty material for scruti-

•

nizing our own walk with Christ to see

Christ: The descriptions of Jesus Christ

which exhortations we need to take to

found in six of the seven letters in Rev 2

heart in our own lives.

and 3 are drawn largely from descriptive
phrases in the vision of Rev 1:12-20.

Conqueror: These promises are “not

Only the letter to Laodicea (Rev 3:14-22)

only for a special group of Christians

is missing a depiction of Christ drawn

called ‘conquerors.’ Instead, this is a de-

from John’s vision in Rev 1. Yet, even

scription of what should be the normal

that letter describes Christ in phrases

Christian life for every true follower of

drawn from other portions of Rev 1. The

Christ.” Walvoord, Relevation at 59.

appearance of Christ in the Rev 1 “vision is designed to emphasize the aspects of His nature that are most relevant to the needs and circumstances of
the seven churches who are the primary
recipients of this book.” Thomas, Revelation 1-7, at 97.

•

•

Use the chart on the next page to record
your responses as you determine from the
letter to each church 1) the depiction of
Christ, 2) the commendation, 3) the condemnation, 4) the challenge, and 5) the
promise to the one who conquers.

Commendation: All but one of the
churches receive a commendation of
some sort from Christ.

•

Condemnation: Only two of the seven
churches escape receiving a rebuke

Left: Synagogue
at Capernaum
(Author’s photo
2012)

from Christ.
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Church

Christ

Commendation

Condemnation

Challenge

Conqueror

Ephesus
(2:1-7)

Smyrna
(2:8-11)

Pergamum
(2:12-17)

Thyatira
(2:18-29)

Sardis
(3:1-6)

Philadelphia
(3:7-13)

Laodicea
(3:14-22)
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Ephesus (Rev 2:1-7)

Ephesus (which means “desirable”) was a

wrote 1 Corinthians from Ephesus. It was a

leading seaport, commercial center, and

very important city in the early history of

the capital of the Roman province of Asia

the church.” Constable’s Notes at Rev 2:1.

Minor. Paul visited Ephesus on his second
missionary journey (Acts 18:19-21) and re-

•

Rev 2:1-4—Even though the Ephesian

turned and stayed there for over two years

church was known for evangelism, Je-

on his third missionary journey to establish

sus rebukes this church for leaving

a church (Acts 19).

their first love. Note how the depiction
of Jesus Christ relates to this rebuke. A

Acts 19:10 tells us that “all the residents of

lampstand is something designed to

Asia heard the word of the Lord” during

give light to the world. The Church uni-

this time, some 500+ urban communities.

versal and each local church are given a

Ephesus was an evangelizing church.

mission to share the light of Christ with

Timothy had labored there (1 Tim 1:3), as

a watching world. The Ephesian church

had the Apostle John. It was the largest

left its first love by ceasing to tell others

city in Asia Minor and was “the Vanity Fair

about Christ. Beale, The Book of Revela-

of the Ancient World.” Constable’s Notes

tion at 230.

at Rev 2:1.

The hope for Ephesus then and us today

It was the site of the Temple of Diana/

is found in 2 Tim 2:13: “if we are faith-

Artemis, one of the seven wonders of the

less, He remains faithful—for He cannot

ancient world. Acts 19 records that Paul’s

deny Himself.” Christ is love, holding us

preaching started a riot in Ephesus.

in His strong right hand even when we

“Ephesus was definitely the first recipient
of four New Testament books (Eph, 1 & 2

turn away. And we can love because He
first loved us (1 Jn 4:19).

Tim & Rev) and possibly four more (John’s

Eph 1:15 (“your love toward all the

Gospel and his three epistles). Paul also

saints”) tells us that love characterized
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Above: Ruins of Ephesus
Attribution: Wikipedia

this church in its early days. There are at least 15 references to love in the Book of Ephesians.
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians closes with: “Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus
Christ with love incorruptible.” (Eph 6:24) The last word of Paul’s letter really means “undying.” Yet, some 30 years later, their love has died to the point that they are described
as having left their first love.
“Most of the Ephesian Christians were now second-generation believers, and though
they had retained purity of doctrine and life and had maintained a high level of service,
they were lacking in deep devotion to Christ. How the church today needs to heed this
same warning, that orthodoxy and service are not enough. Christ wants believers’
hearts as well as their hands and heads.” John Walvoord, Revelation, Bible Knowledge
Commentary (NT) at 933-34.
How can we not let this happen to each of us? To our local church?
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•

Rev 2:5—Note that the cure occurs in

•

Rev 2:6—The Nicolaitans “were evi-

three steps: 1) remember, 2) repent, 3)

dently followers of someone named Ni-

do the works you did at first.

colas, perhaps the proselyte from Antioch” who was one of the seven deacons

“[R]emove your lampstand” refers to

chosen in Acts 6:5. Church Father Ire-

removing the church as a testimony for

naeus wrote in the late second century

Christ. This ultimately happened to the

that the Nicolaitans were “without re-

Ephesian church. In 431 it hosted the

straint in their indulgence of the flesh

third general council of the Church, but

and practiced fornication and the eating

after the fifth century Ephesus declined

of foods sacrificed to idols. The word Ni-

as a city, and by the 14th century there

colaitans is a transliteration of two GK

was no more Ephesus. Today, it is only

words that mean ‘to conquer’ and ‘peo-

ruins. Constable notes, “Eventually the

ple.’ Consequently, Nicolaitanism has

Ephesian church passed out of exis-

come down through history as typifying

tence, but that did not occur until the

any system that seeks to dominate

eleventh century. The recipients of this

rather than serve people.” Constable’s

letter seem to have responded positively

Notes at Rev 2:5-6.

to this exhortation. The site of the city
has been virtually without inhabitants

“Though [the Ephesians] had left their

since the fourteenth century. The pre-

first love, they had not left their former

sent city of Ephesus is farther west.”

hatred for evil.” Thomas, Revelation 1-7,

Constable’s Notes at Rev 2:5-6.

at 147.

The Wikipedia article on Ephesus

•

Rev 2:7—This verse promises that the

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ephesus)

ones who conquer will eat of the tree of

confirms Constable’s assessment that

life (see Rev 22:2, 14). But who are the

the first-century church apparently recov-

conquerers? Is that everyone who trusts

ered to the point that it was still hosting

in Christ? Or is it only those believers

important church councils in the fifth

who persist in a life of faithfulness? For

century. Today, the ruins of Ephesus sit

a fascinating discussion of who are the

near the modern Turkish city of Selçuk,

ones who conquer, see Jody Dillow’s

a town of just under 30,000 inhabitants.

epic work Final Destiny—The Future
Reign of the Servant Kings at 657-71.
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Dillow concludes that those who con-

conditionally earned and merited reward

quer—the overcomers—are those peo-

going to those who have not only re-

ple who persist in a life of faithful obedi-

ceived eternal life without cost but who

ence to Christ. Dillow is careful to point

also at great cost to themselves have

out that those who have trusted Christ

overcome and persevered to the final

while on earth, but who have not lived a

hour.” Dillow, Final Destiny at 661-62

life characterized by faithful obedience,

(footnotes omitted).

will indeed be in heaven, but they will

“Obtaining the right to eat of the tree of

miss out on the special rewards prom-

life is conditioned on [the believer’s

ised the conquerors in Rev 2-3. Dillow,
Final Destiny at 671.

post-salvation] works. Since eating is

“Eating of the tree of life is a reward that

3:20), it is probable that all that is meant

shall be given to the overcomer in addi-

is that those who live godly and pure

tion to his salvation.” Donald Grey Barn-

lives now will enjoy a special fellowship

house, Revelation at 43-44.

with Christ throughout eternity.” Dillow,

“The phrase ‘the tree of life’ is found first
in Gen [2:9 and] 3:22, 24. All of its other
uses in the OT are confined to the Book

commonly a symbol for ‘fellowship’ (Rev

Final Destiny at 663.

•

For Ephesus, think “erring Ephesus,”
which has left its first love.

of Proverbs. There the fruit of the morally upright (Prov 11:30), a desire fulfilled
(Prov 13:12), a gentle tongue (Prov 15:4),
and wisdom (Prov 3:18) are all called a
‘tree of life.’ This usage suggests a quality of life—rich fellowship with God—
rather than the notion of regeneration. It
‘symbolizes the enrichment of life in various ways.’ It speaks not of obtaining

Above: The Chi-Rho symbol with Alpha

life, but of living it. This fits well with the

and Omega, Catacombs of Domitilla

context of Revelation. Regenerate life

(Rome).

comes to all ‘without cost’ (Rev 22:17),
but ‘the tree of life’ is presented as a

Attribution: Dnalor01, Wikimedia Commons under license (CC-BY-SA 3.0)
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Smyrna (Rev 2:8-11)

Smyrna was a seaport on the Aegean Sea

this you have been called, because

about 40 miles north of Ephesus. John

Christ also suﬀered for you, leaving you

knew it as a large, wealthy city with a popu-

an example, so that you might follow in

lation of about 100,000. Today, it is known

his steps. . . . When he was reviled, he

as Izmir, Turkey’s third largest city with a

did not revile in return; when he suf-

population of about 200,000. The name

fered, he did not threaten, but continued

Smyrna means “bitter” and comes from

entrusting himself to him who judges

the same root as myrrh. Myrrh was a fra-

justly.” (1 Pet 2:21, 23)

grant perfume used in embalming dead
bodies (cf. Matt 2:11; Mk 15:23; Jn 19:39)
that became very fragrant when someone
crushed it. The Smyrnan church’s faithfulness in suﬀering was sweet perfume to

The depiction of Christ gives eternal
hope that He has conquered death and
gives the ultimate confidence that neither physical death nor even the second

God. Constable’s Notes at Rev 2:8.

death at the Great White Throne Judg-

The truths about Christ and His resurrec-

Rev 20:6).

tion were chosen to encourage the church
at Smyrna in its suﬀering. The description
of Jesus as the one “who died and came
to life” emphasizes the hope of the resurrection (see Rev 1:18; Rom 5:10, 6:5; Phil
3:10-11; 1 Pet 1:3-5).

•

Rev 2:10—The church receives two exhortations: 1) Do not fear; 2) be faithful
unto death. Peter focuses on this
theme in his two letters. Read 1 Pet

ment (Rev 20:11-15) will harm us (see

The word John uses in Rev 2:10 for
crown is the GK στέφανος (stephanos),
which appears 18 times in the NT. Jesus
is given a crown (stephanos) of thorns in
His first advent (Matt 27:29; Mk 15:17;
Jn 19:2, 5).
But He will be wearing many kingly diadems (GK διάδημα) at His Second Coming (Rev 19:12). Jesus’ diadems symbol-

2:19-23. Jesus is our example: “For to
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Above: Ruins of Smyrna
Attribution:
biblicaltheology.com

ize His sovereignty and right to rule as the King of kings.
Believers today have the chance to receive at least five different crowns for their works. These crowns have nothing to
do with salvation, but rather are rewards to be given at the
Judgment Seat of Christ for faithful service (1 Cor 3:10-15;
2 Cor 5:10; Rom 14:10-12):
✓ An imperishable crown for leading a disciplined life (1 Cor
9:25)
✓ A crown of rejoicing for evangelism and discipleship (Phil
4:1; 1 Thes 2:19)
✓ A crown of righteousness for “all who have loved his appearing” (2 Tim 4:8)
✓ A crown of life for those who remain steadfast under trial
(Jas 1:12; Rev 2:10)
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✓ An unfading crown of glory for elders who shepherd
God’s flock faithfully (1 Pet 5:1-4)
See Constable’s Notes at Rev 2:10b-11.
John uses two diﬀerent words for crown in Revelation:
stephanos, the victor’s crown awarded to winners of athletic
contests; and diadēma, the royal or kingly crown. Interestingly, John describes the red dragon (Rev 12:3), the beast

Eighty and six years I

from the sea (or the Antichrist) (Rev 13:1), and Jesus at His

have served the Lord,
and He never
wronged me: How
then can I blaspheme
my King and Savior?

Second Coming wearing diadems (Rev 19:12). The other
uses of crowns are the stephanos:
✓ Crown of life for those who remain steadfast under trial
(Rev 2:10)
✓ Hold fast what you have so that no one may seize your
crown (Rev 3:11)

Polycarp,
Bishop of Smyrna
(when given a chance
to deny Christ and live)

✓ Crowns on the heads of the 24 elders (Rev 4:4) who will
“cast their crowns before the throne” (Rev 4:10)
✓ Crown given to the rider of the white horse (Rev 6:2)
✓ What looked like crowns of gold worn by the locust demons of the fifth Trumpet (Rev 9:7)
✓ Crown of 12 stars worn by the woman of Rev 12:1
✓ Crown on “one like a son of man” (Rev 14:14)

•

Finally, note the reversal in Smyrna that results from following Christ—the world sees them as poor, but Jesus calls
them rich. They are suﬀering and may even experience
prison and death, but Jesus tells them to not be afraid and
to remain faithful, even to the point of death (Rev 2:10).

•

For Smyrna, think “suﬀering Smyrna,” the suﬀering
church.
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Pergamum (Rev 2:12-17)

“Pergamum (modern Bergama) lay about

“It is interesting that Pergamum was a city

55 miles north of Smyrna, inland a few

to which Rome had given the rare power

miles from the Aegean coast. The meaning

of capital punishment (ius gladii), which

of the name Pergamum is ‘citadel.’ The

was symbolized by the sword.”

town was noteworthy for three reasons:
1) It was a center for many pagan religious

The Pergamum Christians were thus reminded that, though they lived under the

cults, and emperor worship was more in-

rule of a world power, they were citizens of

tense there than in any other surround-

another kingdom, whose King needs only

ing city.

the sword of His mouth. Constable’s Notes

2) It boasted a university with a large library—[approximately 200,000 volumes].
3) It was the leader and center of the production of parchment” known as pergamena.
“Jesus Christ described Himself as ‘the
One’ who judges with His Word (“the
sharp two-edged sword”) (Rev 1:16; 19:15,
21). God’s Word both separates believers
from the world, and sinners from God. This
is perhaps its double-edged quality. Or perhaps life and death are in view. Roman oﬃcials who had the right to carry this sword
(GK ῥομφαία (hromphaia) cf. Rev 1:16,

at Rev 2:12 (footnotes omitted).
Pergamum was a “compromising”
church that was faithfully holding fast to
the name of Christ, but permitting “some”
to compromise with the world by following
false teaching that Jesus both hates (Rev
2:6) and will make war against (Rev 2:16).

•

Rev 2:14-15—Concerning the “teaching of Balaam,” Num 31:16 tells us that
Balaam’s advice persuaded the Israelites to act treacherously against the
Lord in the Peor incident recounted in
Num 25:1-9. That incident involved both
apostasy and immorality.

2:16) had the power of life and death in

“Balaam” in Hebrew can mean “swal-

cases of capital oﬀenses.

low the people,” while Nicolaitans can
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Above: Ruins of Perga-

mean “conquer the people.” Both descriptions convey the

mum Acropolis
Attribution: Nicola e Pina
Turchi, Google Earth

impact of false teaching and immorality on God’s people.
“The best conclusion is that there were two diﬀerent but
similar groups in this church, both of which had disobeyed
the decision of the Jerusalem council in regard to idolatrous
practices and fornication (cf. Acts 15:20, 29).” Thomas,
Revelation 1-7, at 193.
“The teaching of the Nicolaitans was an exaggeration of the
doctrine of Christian liberty which attempted an ethical compromise with heathenism.” Constable’s Notes at Rev 2:5-6,
quoting Tenney, Interpreting Revelation at 61.
“The main facet of the doctrine of Balaam which is being
promulgated in Churches today is the teaching that [equal]
future blessings and rewards have been set aside for every
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Christian solely on the basis of Christ’s

Constable’s Notes at Rev 2:17.

finished work on Calvary and the Chris-

Are you willing to compromise the truth

tian’s positional standing ‘in Christ.’

of Scripture for the sake of getting along

Thus, all Christians—regardless of their
conduct during the present time—will re-

with the world? We are called to speak

ceive crowns and positions of power

the truth in love to the world (Eph 4:15).

and authority with Christ in the [millen-

Jn 15:18-19 counsels and consoles us:

nial] kingdom. However, the teaching

“If the world hates you, know that it has

throughout the Word of God is to the

hated me before it hated you. If you

contrary. The Israelites did not sin with

were of the world, the world would love

immunity, and neither can Christians.

you as its own; but because you are not

Sin in the camp of Israel resulted in the

of the world, but I chose you out of the

Israelites being overthrown in the wilder-

world, therefore the world hates you.”

ness, short of the goal of their calling.

“Many writers have noted that ‘Perga-

And it will be no diﬀerent for Christians.”

mum’ comes from the Greek word ga-

Constable’s Notes at Rev 2:14-15, quot-

mos that means ‘marriage.’ This letter

ing Chitwood, Judgment Seat of Christ

pictures a church ‘married' to the world

at 70.

•

rather than to Christ.” Constable’s Notes
at Rev 2:17.

Rev 2:17—This letter contains three
promises to the one who conquers:
✓ Hidden manna—the benefits of fellowship with Christ.

•

For Pergamum, think “permissive Pergamum,” the compromising church that
is married to the world.

✓ A white stone—given to victors for
admission to a celebratory banquet;
also used by jurors to vote for acquittal.
✓ A new name—given to the believer to
represent his separation from the
things of this world and his assurance
of an eternal inheritance.

41

Thyatira (Rev 2:18-29)

Thyatira (“unweary sacrifice”) was the

Just as in the days of the prophet Elijah

smallest of the seven cities, but it received

there were 7,000 who had not bowed to

the longest letter and one of the most se-

Baal, so, too, in Thyatira, there was a

vere. It was famous for its trade guilds and

faithful remnant in the church. This is the

textiles, especially the production of purple

first letter to single out such a remnant.

dye (cf. Acts 16:14 concerning Lydia from
Thyatira, who was a seller of purple

•

the first reference to Christ’s coming for

goods). Constable’s Notes at Rev 2:18.

His church. Both Jesus and Paul spoke
of this event:

Note that Thyatira’s works, love, faith, service, and patient endurance are praised.

✓ Jn 14:3: “And if I go and prepare a

And its works are increasing. None of the

place for you, I will come again and

three preceding churches are praised for

will take you to myself, that where I

their love.

•

am you may be also.”

Rev 2:20—Who was Jezebel in the OT?

✓ 1 Thes 4:17: “Then we who are alive,

She was the wife of King Ahab of Israel,

who are left, will be caught up to-

who led him into Baal worship. Read

gether with them in the clouds to

about her in 1 Kings 16-21, especially 1

meet the Lord in the air, and so we

Kings 21:25: “There was none who sold

will always be with the Lord.”

himself to do what was evil in the sight
of the Lord like Ahab, whom Jezebel
his wife incited.” The Jezebel of Rev

Rev 2:25—In this verse, we also have

•

Rev 2:26—“This is the nearest we have
in the seven letters to a definition of the

2:20 had a similar influence on the

conqueror. He holds fast the traditions of

Thyatiran church, leading some into im-

faith and life delivered to the Church till

morality and idolatry.

the coming of Christ (Rev 2:25), and he
keeps Christ’s works till the end (Rev
2:26)—whether that ‘end’ be the Lord’s
42

Above: Ruins of

parousia or his own death.” Constable’s Notes at Rev

Thyatira (home of Lydia)
Attribution: Leo Mauldin,
Leon’s Message Board
(bleon1.wordpress.com)

2:26-29, quoting Beasley-Murray, The Book of Revelation at
93.
The promise that we will rule literally means “to shepherd.”
Those who conquer will shepherd others in the Millennium.
Constable’s Notes at Rev 2:26-29.

•

Rev 2:28—Who is the “morning star” mentioned in this
verse? John tells us in Rev 22:16 that it is Christ Himself (“I,
Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these
things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant
of David, the bright morning star.”).

•

For Thyatira, think “tolerating Thyatira.”
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Sardis (Rev 3:1-6)

Sardis means “rest” or “remnant” (cf. Isa

Constable adds: “Dr. Vance Havner has fre-

11:2; Rev 12:17). “Sardis (modern Sart)

quently reminded us that spiritual minis-

stood about 33 miles southeast of

tries often go through four stages: a man,

Thyatira, on a major highway that led all

a movement, a machine, and then a monu-

the way to Susa in Mesopotamia. It had

ment. Sardis was at the ‘monument’ stage,

been the capital of the ancient kingdom of

but there was still hope!” Constable’s

Lydia. It was famous for its military history,

Notes at Rev 3:1, quoting Wiersbe, The Bi-

jewelry, dye, and textiles. Due to its loca-

ble Exposition Commentary, 2:577.

tion on a steep hill, many people thought
the city was impregnable. But Cyrus the

•

Rev 3:1—It is not an accident that

Persian captured it [549 B.C.] by following

Christ is pictured as having the seven

a secret path up a cliﬀ. . . . Antiochus II in-

spirits of God, a reference to the seven-

vaded the city in the same way about 218

fold ministry of the Holy Spirit (see Isa

B.C.” Constable’s Notes at Rev 3:1a-b.

11:2). John 6:63 tells us that it “is the
Spirit who gives life.” Here, Christ is de-

Sardis’ temple to Artemis equaled in size

picted as having the Spirit because it

the famous Ephesian temple of Artemis.

brings life to dead people.

But the temple at Sardis was never finished. This tendency to fail to finish what

•

Rev 3:3—“Failure to heed these warn-

they had begun characterized the church

ings would result in Jesus Christ send-

at Sardis, too. “No city of Asia at that time

ing discipline on the believers that would

showed such a melancholy contrast be-

surprise them . . . . It would be similar to

tween past splendor and present decay as

the surprise that earth-dwellers will expe-

Sardis. Its history was the exact opposite

rience at the Second Coming (cf. Matt

of the record of Smyrna. Smyrna was dead

24:43; Lk 12:39; 1 Thes 5:2; 2 Pet 3:10;

and yet lived. Sardis lived and yet was

Rev 16:15). These Christians were not

dead.” Constable’s Notes at Rev 3:1c, 2b.

watching expectantly for the Lord to return. Note the many allusions to Jesus’
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teachings in the Gospels in this Sardis letter.” Constable’s
Above: Ruins of Sardis
(the ceremonial court and
facade of the bathgymnasium complex)
Attribution: Atilim Gunes
Baydin, Wikipedia

Notes at Rev 3:2a-3.

•

Rev 3:4—Jesus Christ promised white garments for the
faithful few in the congregation to encourage the rest to repent. White garments will be granted for the righteous
deeds of the saints (Rev 19:8). “Only the Christians who
were faithful to Jesus Christ could enjoy His intimate fellowship (“walk with Me”; cf. Rev 7:14, 22:14).” Constable’s
Notes at Rev 3:4-6.
In the ancient world, white robes connoted victory. “The reference was to the day of a Roman triumph. All work ceased
and the true Roman citizen donned the pure white toga.
The specially privileged few—usually the civic authorities
and sometimes relations or friends of the victorious general
who was being honored—had a part in the triumphal proces-
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✓ [A] ‘Book of the Elect,’ with the names

sion. Clad in white, these Sardian believers were also to walk in triumph with

of all the saved in it (Dan 12:1; Rev

their Captain in the day of His triumph.

13:8,17:8, 20:15, 21:27).

They had remained loyal to Him and

✓ [Another book] evidently contains the

would share His honor in the day of His

names of faithful followers of the Lord

glory. God will eventually ‘clothe’ all

(Mal 3:16; Phil 4:3; Heb 12:23; Rev

‘overcomers’ with special ‘white gar-

3:5).” Constable’s Notes at Rev 3:4-6.

ments,’ that will declare their inward joy,
victory, purity, and heavenly state (cf.

“The Book of Deeds and the Book of

Rev 7:9, 13; 19:8).” Constable’s Notes at

Life are distinguished in Rev 20:12. . . .

Rev 3:4-6 (footnotes omitted).

•

The motif of having one’s name erased
from, or blotted out of, the Book of Life

Rev 3:5—This is the first mention of the

is a metaphor for judgment (Ex

book of life in Revelation (see also Rev

32:32-33; Ps 69:27-28 . . .), based on

13:8; 17:8; 20:12, 15; 21:27). “There ap-

the notion of expulsion or disenfranchise-

pear to be several ‘books’ (records) that

ment from the record of citizenship.

God keeps in heaven (cf. Rev 20:12).

Originally, however, to be blotted out of

Since God is omniscient, He does not

the Book of Life meant ‘to die’ (Ex

need to record things in books. People

32:32-33; Ps 69: 27-28; Isa 4:3).” Aune,

keep books for later recollection, so the

Revelation 1-5, at 224.

figure of a book is an example of contextualization: giving revelation in terms the

Several Bible scholars (e.g., Walvoord,

recipients can easily understand.

Thomas, McGee, and Wiersbe) “have believed that the Book of Life contains the

✓ [T]he ‘Book of the Living,’ namely,

names of everyone living, but as unbe-

those who are presently alive on the

lievers die, God removes their names

earth, including the unsaved (Ex

from the book. Thus, at the end, the

32:32-33; Deut 29:20; Ps 69:28; Isa

book contains only the names of believ-

4:3).

ers.” Constable’s Notes at Rev 3:4-6 (citations omitted).

✓ [Books] containing the names of the
lost and their deeds (Rev 20:12).

•

For Sardis, think “sleepy Sardis” and
the need to wake up!
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Philadelphia (Rev 3:7-13)

Above: Ruins of Philadelphia (Google Earth view of modern Alasehir built over the ruins)

“Philadelphia (lit. ‘brotherly love’; cf. Rom

Because it experienced earthquakes from

12:10; 1 Thes 4:9; Heb 13:1) lay about 30

time to time, some of the population chose

miles southeast of Sardis. A Pergamenian

to live outside the city walls. In fact, Phila-

king, Attalus II (159-138 B.C.), founded it.

delphia was almost completely destroyed

The town received its name from his nick-

by a devastating earthquake in A.D. 17

name, ‘Philadelphus’ or ‘brother lover.’

and subsequently was rebuilt with Rome’s

This king had a special devotion to his

help. Thomas, Revelation 1-7, at 271.

brother, Eumenes II.” The city was called
the “gateway to central Asia Minor.” Constable’s Notes at Rev 3:7.

•

Rev 3:7—Key of David—This reference
likely highlights that Jesus will fulfill the
Davidic Covenant when He rules on the
throne of David during the Millennial
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Kingdom. Cf. Isa 22:20-23 (“the key of the house of David”).
Above: Ruins of
Philadelphia (old
acropolis, a seventh
century AD church, an
unexcavated theater, and
a length of the city walls
and gate from the
Byzantine era)
Attribution: Ken & Nyetta,
Flickr

“As the root and oﬀspring of David (cf. Rev 5:5, 22:16),
Christ in the fulfilled sense controls the entrance to David’s
house, which ultimately refers to the Messianic kingdom.
His Davidic lineage and authority were alluded to in Rev
1:5a. . . . With an authority like what He has over Hades (cf.
Rev 1:18), heaven and earth (Matt 28:18), and His own
house (cf. Heb 3:6), He has regal dominion over the house
of David. Thomas, Revelation 1-7, at 275.
Open and shut doors—Paul used the term open door to
describe opportunities for sharing the gospel and ministry
activity, which fits here in light of this church’s commendation for faithful testimony. Walvoord, Revelation at 83.

•

Rev 3:9-12—John gave Philadelphia five promises:
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through, the hour of trial that is coming.

1. “I will make them come and bow

Walvoord, Revelation at 84.

down before your feet, and they will
learn that I have loved you.” (Rev
3:9b)

•

nent dwelling place in the temple of

2. “Because you have kept my word

God. This promise surely had special

about patient endurance, I will keep

comfort for Philadelphia in view of the

you from the hour of trial that is com-

devastating earthquake it suﬀered in

ing on the whole world, to try those

A.D. 17. The conquerors will stand when

who dwell on the earth.” (Rev 3:10)

all else has fallen. And they will stand

3. “I am coming soon.” (Rev 3:11a)

permanently in the presence of God.

4. “The one who conquers, I will make

Walvoord, Revelation at 86.

him a pillar in the temple of my God.”

Thus, God promised that He will not just

(Rev 3:12a)

honor overcomers by erecting a pillar in

5. “I will write on him the name of my

•

Rev 3:12—A “pillar” connotes a perma-

their name in heaven, as was the cus-

God, and the name of the city of my

tom in Philadelphia. He will make them

God, the new Jerusalem, which

pillars in the spiritual temple of God, the

comes down from my God out of

New Jerusalem (Rev 21:22; cf. Gal 2:9; 1

heaven, and my own new name.” (Rev

Cor 3:16-17; 2 Cor 6:16; Eph 2:19-22; 1

3:12b)

Pet 2:4-10). Ryrie, Revelation at 35.

Rev 3:10—The promise to the church at

We will see this promise fulfilled in Rev

Philadelphia that Christ will keep them

21:3 when God dwells with man: “Be-

“from the hour of trial that is coming on

hold, the dwelling place of God is with

the whole world” seems to be a refer-

man. He will dwell with them, and they

ence to the Rapture. We can take com-

will be his people, and God himself will

fort that we are not destined for “wrath”

be with them as their God.”

(1 Thes 5:9), and we are promised here
that we will not go through the “hour of
trial,” a reference to the Tribulation pe-

•

For Philadelphia, think “faithful Philadelphia.”

riod. Note that the text says that the
church will be delivered from, not
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Laodicea (Rev 3:14-22)

Above: Ruins of Laodicea Colonnaded Street
Attribution: Wikipedia

Laodicea (“judgment of the people”), the

was destroyed by an earthquake in A.D. 60

last of the seven cities, was located about

and was able to rebuild itself without any

40 miles southeast of Philadelphia and 90

outside help, prompting a feeling of self-

miles east of Ephesus, near Colosse. It

suﬃciency that blinded Laodicea to its real

was a wealthy town that is mentioned in

need.

the New Testament in Colossians 2:1 and
4:15-16. Laodicea was known for being a
banking center; producing a soft, glossy
black wool; and having a medical school
that made a special eye salve. The town

“Though outwardly this church [Laodicea]
must have appeared strong and prosperous, the Lord finds nothing to commend.”
Ryrie, Revelation at 38.
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•

Rev 3:14—Jesus Christ calls Himself

tion. They say they are rich, prosperous,

the “Amen” (“so be it”). This is the only

and in need of nothing. But the Lord

use of this title for Christ in the NT. It indi-

says that they are “wretched, pitiable,

cates Christ’s sovereignty and the cer-

poor, blind, and naked” (Rev 3:17).

tain fulfillment of His predictions and

•

promises. Walvoord, Revelation at 87.

The Laodiceans’ lack of economic need

Rev 3:15-16—“Lukewarm”: the

needs. Does that sound familiar?

Laodiceans’ city drinking water came
from a spring six miles to the south over
an aqueduct, and it arrived lukewarm.
This is the only use of the word lukewarm in the New Testament.

We all can deceive ourselves if we live in
isolation. That’s why Watermark pushes
living in biblical community in which people will tell you when you are poor, blind,
and naked. The ways in which the

“Neighboring Hierapolis had hot, spring

Laodiceans thought themselves well oﬀ

water, valuable for its medicinal eﬀects.

were what they really lacked.

In its journey to Laodicea it lost some of
its heat and consequently medicinal
value by the time it arrived either overland or by aqueduct in Laodicea. Nearby
Colosse had cool, life-giving water that
was refreshing as a beverage.” Thomas,
Revelation 1-7, at 307.
Thus, when Christ wishes that the
Laodiceans were either cold or hot, He
is talking about their usefulness. Cold
water is useful, and hot water is useful.
But lukewarm water is not.

•

has blinded them to their deep spiritual

✓ It was a rich, prosperous banking center, but needed true riches from
Christ (like the Smyrnans had in Rev
2:9);
✓ It produced a famous black wool, but
needed the white garments that represent the righteousness that only God
can provide;
✓ Although Laodicea was known for its
special eye salve, the church was spiritually blind. The Laodiceans needed
the salve of spiritual discernment so

Rev 3:17-18—If their uselessness were

that they could truly see as the “faith-

not bad enough, they compound it by

ful and true witness” sees (Rev 3:14).

deceiving themselves about their condi-
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•

•

Rev 3:19—But the greatest thing about

(3:11), and lukewarmness (3:15-16) are

this letter is that Christ oﬀers hope to a

just as prevalent today as they were in

useless, lukewarm church. Hope be-

first-century churches. Because these

cause Christ still loves them and disci-

letters come from Christ personally, they

plines them. The fact that they are re-

take on significance as God’s final word

proved and disciplined is evidence that

of exhortation to the church down

they are true children of God. It’s like my

through the centuries. The final appeal is

old football coach said, “You need to

to all individuals who will hear. People in

start worrying if we stop yelling at you.”

churches today would do well to listen.”
Walvoord, Revelation (Bible Knowledge

Rev 3:20—And Christ oﬀers them fellowship in the famous Rev 3:20, which is
not a salvation verse. John is writing to

Commentary: New Testament) at 942.

•

Laodicea.”

a church of believers.

•

Rev 3:21—To the one who conquers, Jesus makes a dramatic oﬀer—to sit with
Him on His throne (Rev 3:21, 20:4). How
about the thought of sitting with Christ
on His throne? “The privilege of reigning
with Christ will be the portion of the overcomer (Matt 19:28; Luke 22:29-30; 1
Cor 6:2-3; 2 Tim 2:12).” Constable’s
Notes at Rev 3:20-22.

•

For Laodicea, think “lukewarm

•

In sum, “all of the letters deal generally
with the issue of witnessing for Christ in
the midst of a pagan culture. The
churches with problems are all exhorted
to strengthen their witness in various
ways, and the two churches without
problems are encouraged to continue to
persevere in the faithful witness that
they have been maintaining.” Beale, The
Book of Revelation at 227.

Rev 3:22—“The letters to the seven
churches are a remarkably complete
treatment of problems that face the
church today. The recurring dangers of
losing their first love (2:4), of being afraid
of suﬀering (2:10), doctrinal defection
(2:14-15), moral departure (2:20), spiritual deadness (3:1-2), not holding fast
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Rev 2-3 Summary

Above: Baptism at Watermark Community Church (2013)
What does Christ call the Church to be
today? Not a building! But a body of
people who are:

•

Patiently enduring and telling others
about Christ, their first love (Ephesus)

•

Faithful in suﬀering even unto death
(Smyrna)

•

Spiritually discerning—not distracted by
false teaching or tolerant of evil in its
midst (Pergamum & Thyatira)

•

Spiritually awake and walking with
Christ, led by the Spirit that gives life
(Sardis)

•

Holding fast to biblical teaching (Philadelphia)

•

Useful and in constant fellowship with
Christ (Laodicea)

May we answer this call by being faithful to
the One who calls us and who enables us
to walk in a manner worthy of His calling
(Eph 4:1).
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4! REV 4-5
Scene in Heaven

Rev 4 & 5 “exhibit a unified structure which corresponds more to
the structure of Daniel 7 than with
any other vision in the OT.”
G.K. Beale,
The Book of Revelation
at 314.

Left: Fra Angelico,
Christ Glorified in the Court
of Heaven, Fiesole San Domenico Altarpiece
(National Gallery, London)
Attribution: Wikipedia

Rev 4 and 5 begin the third and final sec-

pattern of grace then judgment that will

tion of Revelation—the future events. The

persist through Rev 4-16. Chapters 6-16

first words in Rev 4 are “after this,” an allu-

are organized around three series of seven

sion to the final part of the instruction John

judgments each—the Seal, Trumpet, and

was given in Rev 1:19 to write “those

Bowl Judgments.

[things] that are to take place after this.”

There are 19 references to “church” or

These two chapters start John’s descrip-

“churches” in Rev 1-3, and none from Rev

tion of the future things that will occupy

4:1 through Rev 22:15. This absence of

the rest of the book. Fittingly, the future

any mention of the Church underscores

things start with a vision of what is happen-

that the Church is not present on earth dur-

ing in heaven. The chapters also initiate a

ing the Tribulation period.
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Patterns in Rev 4-16

Rev 4-16 present a pattern of grace be-

As you read Revelation, note how the inter-

fore judgment, a pattern that has charac-

vening grace adds information and what

terized God’s relationship with man all the

we might call “color commentary” to the

way back to the Garden of Eden and the

development and progression of the three

Fall. Before pronouncing the curse from

sets of judgments.

the Fall of Adam and Eve, the Lord goes
looking for them. He later clothes them in
the skins of the first sacrifice in an eﬀort to
restore relationship with Adam and Eve.

The second pattern of Rev 4-16 concerns
the shifting of scenes between heaven and
earth. Paying attention to the locale of the
setting in the various chapters will help

This same pattern persists even in the Seal

you understand more easily what is hap-

and Trumpet Judgments. Once the Bowl

pening in those chapters:

Judgments arrive, however, there is no

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

more grace interlude.

•

Prologue in heaven (Rev 4–5)

•

Seven Seal Judgments (Rev 6:1-17 &
8:1)

•

144,000 witnesses sealed (Rev 7:1-8)
and worship in heaven (Rev 7:9-17)

•

Seven Trumpet Judgments (Rev 8:6–
9:21 & 11:14-19)

•

Two witnesses sent (Rev 11:1-12); worship, witness, and warning (Rev 14:1-13)

•

Seven Bowl Judgments (Rev 15-16)

Heaven (Rev 4-5)
Earth (Rev 6:1-8)
Heaven (Rev 6:9-11)
Earth (Rev 6:12-17)
Heaven (Rev 7:1–8:6)
Earth (Rev 8:7–11:14)
Heaven (Rev 11:15–12:4)
Earth (Rev 12:5-6)
Heaven (Rev 12:7-12)
Earth (Rev 12:13–13:18)
Heaven (Rev 14:1-5)
Earth (Rev 14:6-20)
Heaven (Rev 15)
Earth (Rev 16)
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Prologue in Heaven—Rev 4-5

John begins the first grace section in Rev

•

4-16 with a vision of the throne room of

Rev 4:1—“Door” (see Rev 3:8, 20).
There are seven things opened in Rev:

heaven. The words throne or thrones occur
47 times in Revelation, and only 16 times

✓ Door (Rev 4:1)

in the rest of the NT. John’s vision is also

✓ Seals (Rev 6:1)

populated with the One who sits on the

✓ Bottomless pit (Rev 9:2)

throne, 24 elders (see Matt 19:28), four liv-

✓ Temple in heaven (Rev 11:19)

ing creatures (read Isa 6:1-2; Ezek 1:10ﬀ.),

✓ Holy of holies (Rev 15:5)

myriads of angels, and the Lamb (Jn 1:29).

✓ Heaven (Rev 19:11)

This last section of the book (Rev 4-22)

✓ Books of deeds and the book of life

deals with three subjects:

(Rev 20:12)
1. The Tribulation (Rev 4-19)
2. The Millennium (Rev 20)
3. The eternal state (Rev 21-22)
Chapters 4-5 form an introduction to the
judgments to fall on the earth and provide
one of the most glorious and overpowering
worship scenes in the entire Bible. God is
worshiped as Creator and Jesus as Redeemer.

•

Rev 4:4—Concerning the 24 elders, Constable writes: “The identity of the 24 elders (GK presbyteros) is diﬃcult to determine. There have been two basic views:
men and angels. If they are human beings, they may be representatives of Israel, the church, or both groups. If angels, they could be angelic representatives of either of the Old Testament
priestly orders (cf. 1 Chron 24:4-5;

Note that time is measured carefully during

25:9-13), or angelic representatives of

and after the Tribulation, but not before.

the faithful of all ages, or a special group
or class of angels.
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“I think the 24 elders are either 12 hu-

Gospels: Matthew (lion); Mark (ox); Luke

man leaders of Israel and 12 human lead-

(man); and John (eagle). E.g., Walvoord,

ers of the church or a special group of

Revelation at 105.

24 angelic leaders who represent the 12
patriarchs of Israel and the 12 apostles
of the church. All that John wrote about
them fits angels, and some of what he
wrote could fit some men. Their song of
praise seems to set them apart from
those purchased by Christ’s blood (Rev
5:9-10). However, ‘elder’ is a term used
nowhere else in the Bible to describe angels. Their number may relate to the 24
priestly orders in Israel that worshipped
and served the Lord (1 Chron 23:6;
24:7-18). They evidently serve God by
executing His will in the universe, but
they do so in rank under the four living
beings of Rev 4:6. Perhaps the four living creatures represent the general creation and the 24 elders represent the
elect of God’s special creation.” Constable’s Notes at Rev 4:4.

•

Rev 4:5—This language (“flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder”) is also used following the seventh
Seal (Rev 8:5), Trumpet (Rev 11:19), and

•

•

Rev 5:1—What is the seven-sealed
scroll?

Some take it to be a doubly written deed
(contents inside, summary outside). Cf. Jer
32:8-14. Toussaint has identified at least
six possibilities:
1. The New Covenant (Jer 31:31-34;
Lk 22:14-20).
2. The inheritance of God’s people:
✓ Roman wills were sealed with seven
seals;
✓ Explains John’s weeping in Rev 5:4;
✓ The songs of Rev 5:9-10, 12-13 associate the Lord’s worthiness to take the
book with His redemption and coming
reign.
3. The book of life (Rev 3:5; 13:8; 17:8;
20:12, 15; 21:27).
4. God’s plan for redemption foreshadowed in the OT and realized in the NT.

Bowl (Rev 16:18) Judgments.

5. Title deed to the earth (Jer 32:10-14).

Rev 4:7—Some commentators note that

6. God’s plans for future judgment (Ezek

the same characterizations that occur in

2:9-10).

this verse have been applied to the four
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✓ “Who are these, clothed in white

Toussaint thinks it best to take it as a will
(option 2). Toussaint Class Notes at 11-12.

robes, and from where have they

Option 6 also seems a likely choice.

come?” (Rev 7:13)
✓ “Who is like the beast, and who can

John Piper describes the scroll:

fight against it?” (Rev 13:4)

“What the opening of the scroll represents

✓ “Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify

is the unfolding of the end of history. In

your name?” (Rev 15:4)

Rev 4:1 John had been brought up into

✓ “Why do you marvel?” (Rev 17:7)

heaven ‘in the Spirit’ and promised that he

✓ “What city was like the great city?”

would see ‘what must take place after

(Rev 18:18)

this’—in other words he was told he would
be given a glimpse into the way history
would come to a climax. So this sealed-up

•

“Who is worthy?” is found in this verse.

scroll represents the unfolding of that prom-

It is the Lamb who is described as the

ise for John and the end of history.” Piper,

Lion of Judah (Gen 49:9) and the Root

Sermon: The Prayers of the Saints and the

of Jesse (Isa 11:1).

End of the World
www.desiringgod.org/sermons/the-prayers
-of-the-saints-and-the-end-of-the-world

•

✓ Standing (He has work to do)

Rev 5:2—Here is the first of at least

✓ Slain (for us)

eight questions in Revelation:

✓ Strong (represented by seven horns;

✓ “Who is worthy to open the scroll and

see Jer 48:25 and Ezek 29:21 in

break its seals?” (Rev 5:2)

which the horn is a picture of

✓ “[H]ow long before you will judge and

strength)

avenge our blood on those who dwell

✓ Scrutinizing (represented by seven

on the earth?” (Rev 6:10)
✓ “[W]ho can stand?” (Rev 6:17)

Rev 5:6—John emphasizes four characteristics of the Lamb:

(1.9.94).

•

Rev 5:5—The answer to the question

eyes)

•

Rev 5:7—Significance of “right hand”:
It represents majesty, saving power, and
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Above: The Lamb of
God (Agnus Dei) (St.
Ignatius Church,
Chestnut Hill, MA)
Attribution: John
Workman photo,
Wikipedia

victory over enemies (Ex 15:6, Ps 20:6); it is filled with righteousness (Ps 48:10), it is the
cause of salvation (Ps 98:1), and it does mighty things (Ps 118:16).

•

Rev 5:9-10—Four reasons the Lamb is worthy:
✓ He was slain for us.
✓ He ransomed people for God from every tribe, language, people, and nation.
✓ He made them a kingdom and priests to our God.
✓ He enabled them to reign on the earth.
The phrase “every tribe and language and people and nation” is also found in Rev 7:9,
11:9, 13:7, 14:6, 17:15.

•

Rev 5:12—The Lamb is worthy to receive seven things: 1) power; 2) wealth; 3) wisdom;
4) might; 5) honor; 6) glory; and 7) blessing.
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Rev 4-5 Summary

1. Rev 4-5 begin the third and final section

heritance of God’s people. Piper de-

of Revelation—the future events. Rev 4

scribes the opening of the scroll as the

begins “After this,” an allusion to the in-

unfolding of the end of history. The scroll

struction in Rev 1:19 to write “those

seems to contain God’s plans for future

[things] that are to take place after this.”

judgments of those who reject the salva-

2. The chapters also initiate a pattern of
grace then judgment that will persist

tion His Son has accomplished.
7. While Rev 4 focuses on the One who

through Rev 4-16. The second pattern

sits on the throne, Rev 5 answers one of

of Rev 4-16 concerns the shifting of

the most important questions of history:

scenes between heaven and earth.

“Who is worthy?” The Lamb is worthy,

3. There are no references to the “church”
from Rev 4:1 through Rev 22:15, underscoring that the Church is not present
on earth during the Tribulation period.
4. This last section of the book (Rev 4-22)
deals with three subjects: 1) The Tribulation (Rev 4-19); 2) The Millennium (Rev
20); 3) The eternal state (Rev 21-22).
5. Chapters 4-5 form an introduction to the
judgments to fall on the earth and provide one of the most glorious worship
scenes in Scripture.
6. What is the seven-sealed scroll? Toussaint views it as a will containing the in-

and John emphasizes four characteristics of the Lamb: 1) Standing (He has
work to do); 2) Slain (for us); 3) Strong
(represented by seven horns); 4) Scrutinizing (represented by seven eyes).
8. Finally, John gives us four reasons the
Lamb is worthy: 1) He was slain in our
place; 2) He ransomed people for God
from every tribe, language, people, and
nation; 3) He made them a kingdom and
priests to our God; 4) He enabled them
to reign on the earth.
9. The Lamb is worthy to receive seven
things: 1) Power; 2) Wealth; 3) Wisdom;
4) Might; 5) Honor; 6) Glory; 7) Blessing.
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5! REV 6-7
The Seal Judgments

Below: Apocalypse WallPainting, Osogovo Monastery
(Republic of Macedonia)
Attribution: Edal Anton Lefterov,
Wikimedia Commons

The Tribulation is organized around three

The seventh judgments of the Seal and

series of seven judgments each: the Seal,

Trumpet Judgments are separated from

Trumpet, and Bowl Judgments. These judg-

the previous ones by an interlude. Note,

ments all have a format of four judgments

too, that the final judgment in each series

on the earth plus three cosmic judgments.

is of a diﬀerent nature. There is an escala-
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tion in the severity of each series of judg-

•

Where do the Seals fit within the Tribula-

ments, with the Seal Judgments impacting

tion? Scholars are divided, with some

a quarter of the earth, the Trumpet Judg-

putting them in the first half of the Tribu-

ments, a third; and the Bowl Judgments,

lation and others in the second half. Con-

the entire earth.

stable and Toussaint place them in the
first half, and I agree. It seems likely that

There are a couple of diﬀerent ways of

the Antichrist will use the chaos that re-

looking at the judgments:

•

lish and consolidate his power.

Recapitulation view:
✓ Diﬀerent telling of the same judgments.
✓ Problem: not all judgments line up
well.

•

sults from the Seal Judgments to estab-

Telescopic view (Toussaint’s view):

•

The Seal Judgments “will strike terror
into the hearts of the people living on
the earth.” But what causes the greatest
fear in them “will not be so much the
physical disturbances in heaven and
earth as the sight of God on the throne.
People will plead to be hidden ‘from

✓ The last Seal opens up the Trumpets;

face of Him who sits on the throne, and

✓ The last Trumpet opens up the Bowls;

Ryrie, Revelation at 58.

from the wrath of the Lamb’ (Rev 6:16).”

✓ The judgments are linear, connected,
and building in severity.
Overview of the Seal Judgments:
✓ Seals 1-4—Four horsemen (Rev
6:1-8; cf. the first four Seals with Matt
24:4-8;. Matt 24:8 and its parallel passages in Mk 13:8 describe the “beginning of the birth pangs.”
✓ Seals 5-6—no horsemen (Rev 6:9-17).
✓ Seal 7—no judgment (Rev 8:1).
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Overview of the Tribulation Period

Rapture
(1 Thes 4:16-17)

Judgment Seat (1 Cor 3:10-15, 2 Cor 5:10)

7-Year Tribulation—
Daniel’s 70th Week
(Dan 9:27)
Worldwide evangelism
—144,000 sealed,
2 witnesses, 3 angels
(Rev 7:1-8, 11:3-12,
14:6-13)
Seal Judgments
(Rev 6, 8:1)
Covenant
with Israel
(Dan 9:27)

Trumpets
(Rev 8-9,
11:15-19)

Armageddon
Campaign begins
(Rev 16:14-16,
19:17-21)
Bowls
(Rev 16)

Second Coming
(Rev 19:11-21)

• Breaking of peace treaty & end of sacrifices (Dan (9:27)
• Abomination of Desolation (Dan 9:27; Matt 24:15)
• Death of the Two Witnesses (Rev 11:7)
• Destruction of Religious Babylon (Rev 17)

Interestingly, Revelation nowhere indicates

Other likely first half events include world-

how long the Tribulation period lasts. We

wide evangelism by the 144,000 witnesses

take the duration of the period from Dan-

sealed in Rev 7, the ministry of the two wit-

iel’s 70th Week (see Dan 9:24-27), which

nesses (Rev 11:3-12), and the rise of relig-

means it will last for seven years.

ious Babylon (Rev 17).

The Tribulation begins with the signing of a

At the midpoint of the Tribulation, the Anti-

treaty between the Antichrist (also called

christ will break his treaty with Israel (Dan

the beast of Rev 13:1-8) and Israel (Dan

9:27); end sacrifices and oﬀerings in the

9:27). It seems likely that at least the Seal

Temple; erect the Abomination of Desola-

Judgments will occur in the first half of the

tion in the Holy Place (Dan 9:27; Matt

Tribulation, and some scholars place the

24:15) and demand to be worshiped (Rev

Trumpet Judgments in the first half as well.

13:8, 14-15); and destroy religious Babylon
63

(Rev 17:16-17). He will also be permitted

Outline of the Tribulation (Rev 6-19):

to kill the two witnesses, but they will be

•
•

resurrected in a most spectacular way
(Rev 11:7-12).
marked by martyrdom for those who refuse to worship the Antichrist. The Bowl

•
•

the entire world in unprecedented ways. Finally, the Armageddon campaign will occur, to be punctuated by the Second Com-

•
•
•

Grace interlude—Two witnesses (Rev
Seven key figures (Rev 12-13)
Seven Bowls (Rev 15-16)
Grace interlude—warning and promised
blessing (Rev 16:15)

•
•

1. Cold War
2. Open War
3. Famine
4. Death (¼ of earth)
5. Martyrdom
6. Disturbances
Grace Interlude (Rev 7)
7. Silence in heaven &
7 Trumpets

Seven Trumpets (Rev 8-9, Rev 11)
11)

Judgments will be poured out, aﬄicting

Seals (Rev 6)

Grace interlude—sealing the 144,000 witnesses (Rev 7)

The last half of the Tribulation will be

ing of Jesus Christ.

Seven Seals (Rev 6, Rev 8:1)

Seven Dooms on Babylon (Rev 17-18)
Return of Christ (Rev 19)

Judgments:
Trumpets (Rev 8-9, 11)
1. ⅓ of earth burned
2. ⅓ of sea become blood
3. ⅓ of rivers poisoned
4. ⅓ of heavens darkened
5. Locust demons (no death)
6. Death (⅓ of mankind)
Grace Interlude (Rev 10-14)
7. Loud voices in heaven &
7 Bowls

Sequential
Chronological
Intensifying

Bowls (Rev 16)
1. Sores
2. Seas become blood
3. Rivers become blood
4. Scorching
5. Darkness
6. Euphrates dried up
Grace Interlude (Rev 16:15)
7. Destruction from heaven &
“It is done!”
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Rev 6-7 Insights

•

Rev 6:1—Note the similarities between

passage uses imagery similar to the

the Seal Judgments of Rev 6-7 and Je-

Second Coming.

sus’ statements in Matt 24. Walvoord,
Revelation at 120.

✓ The gospel.
✓ The Antichrist—Most Pretribulational

Matthew 24

Revelation 6-7

False Christs (24:4-5)

Seal #1—Rider on the
white horse (6:1-2)

Wars & rumors of war
(24:6-7a)

Seal #2—Rider on the
red horse (6:3-4)

Famine (24:7b)

Seal #3—Rider on the
black horse (6:5-6)

Famines & plagues
(24:7b; Luke 21:11)

Seal #4—Rider on the
pale horse (6:7-8)

Persecution &
martyrdom (24:9-10)

Seal #5—Martyrs
(6:9-11)

Terrors & cosmic signs
(24:29)

Seal #6—Terror &
cosmic signs (6:12-17)

Worldwide evangelism
(24:14)

Ministry of the 144,000
(7:1-8)

•

scholars see this rider as the Antichrist who brings catastrophes on
earth like the other three horsemen.
There are several diﬀerences between
this rider and Christ in Rev 19:
✓ The rider wears a stephanos (victor’s
crown), while Jesus wears many diadems (kingly crowns) in Rev 19:12.
✓ This rider uses a bow (Rev 6:2) instead of a sword (Rev 19:15).
✓ It makes sense that the Antichrist is a
counterfeit Christ because Jesus

Rev 6:2—Who is the rider on the white

taught that there would be false

horse?

Christs (Matt 24:4-5; Mk 13:5-6; Lk

✓ Christ—Some see this passage as a
reference to Second Coming of

21:8).
✓ The absence of any arrows may indi-

Christ. The problem is that it occurs at

cate that it is a bloodless con-

the beginning of the Tribulation, while

quest—that is, the Antichrist will nego-

Christ’s return is at the end. Yet, the

tiate his conquest, while Jesus’ Sec-
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ond Coming will be marked by great bloodshed and
death (Rev 14:20, 19:11-21).

•

Rev 6:3-8—The next three riders represent war (red horse),
famine (black horse), and death (pale or green horse).

•

Rev 6:9—The fifth Seal reveals the reason for unleashing
judgment on the earth. Some commentators think this is the
altar of incense—prayers of martyrs for judgment for their
deaths. Toussaint views this as the altar of burnt oﬀering,

[B]eginning with the
sixth Seal, God is
undertaking a direct
intervention into
human affairs. . . .
[T]hese people
realize the nature
and the source of
their judgment, that it
is God who is
wreaking this
destruction on the
earth.
John Walvoord,
Revelation at 133-34.

reasoning that the martyrs are a burnt oﬀering to God.
The reasons for their martyrdom are stated as “for the word
of God” and “for the witness they had borne.”

•

Rev 6:10—This verse gives us the answer to the second of
eight questions in Revelation. God’s answer both to their immediate question of how long before You avenge our blood
and also ultimately to the problem of evil is to rest a little
longer until the number of their fellow servants and their
brothers should be complete. In other words, God delays
the coming justice to give more people a chance to trust in
Christ. See also Rev 10:6 and Rev 18:20 for other answers
to the question of how long.

•

Rev 6:12—The sixth Seal sets in motion six catastrophes:
1) A great earthquake; 2) the sun turns black; 3) the moon
turns red; 4) the stars in the sky fall to earth; 5) the sky splits
like a scroll; 6) every mountain and island is removed from
its place.

•

Rev 6:17—John poses the third of eight questions in Revelation. This question is answered in Rev 7:9. Those who trust
in Christ and value allegiance to Him over their own lives
are the ones who can stand before God and the Lamb.
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•

•

Rev 7:1-3—These verses give us the set-

Rev 7:4-8—These verses cover the seal-

ting for Rev 7. Note that the opening of

ing of 144,000 servants of God who

the seventh Seal is suspended until

come “from every tribe of the sons of Is-

Rev 8:1. In a very real sense, these para-

rael” (Rev 7:4). The listing of the tribes

graphs answer the question of Rev 6:17.

raises a couple of issues. First, the list

“And who is able to stand?”

omits the tribes of Dan and Ephraim.

Rev 7:2-3—The four angels are posed
at the four corners of the earth. John records a fascinating detail—there is no
wind on the earth. Another angel commands that no judgment be executed until “the servants of our God” (tribulation
saints) are sealed.

•

•

Rev 7:3—A seal is a guarantee of ownership and security. It indicates ownership,
security, and inviolability:
✓ Eph 1:13-14: In him you also, when
you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in
him, were sealed with the promised
Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of
our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
✓ 2 Cor 1:21-22: And it is God who es-

Second, the list includes Joseph in
place of Ephraim. Joseph must represent Ephraim, especially because
Manasseh is included in Rev 7:6. Third,
the list includes Levi, who apparently
takes the place of Dan.
There are at least 19 lists of the 12 tribes
of Israel throughout the OT (e.g., Gen
35:22-26, 46:8-25, 49:3-27; Deut
33:6-25). None are the same as this list
in Rev 7. Constable’s Notes at Rev
7:5-8.
So why does John omit the tribe of
Dan? Here are three possible reasons:
✓ It was associated with idolatry (Judg
18:30-31; 1 Kings 12:28-30).
✓ It failed to complete the conquest of
its land (Judg 18:1-31).

tablishes us with you in Christ, and

✓ Some speculate from Gen 49:17 that

has anointed us, and who has also

the Antichrist may come from Dan,

put his seal on us and given us his

but there is no other biblical support

Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.

for such speculation.

The mission of the ones who are sealed

“The sealing of the 144,000 Jewish ser-

is to be servants of God during this time.

vants of God in the Tribulation raises the
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✓ The 144,000 are Jews; these are a

question of the Holy Spirit’s relationship
to these believers. Will the Spirit baptize

“polyglot cosmopolitan crowd,” ac-

them? Evidently He will not since the

cording to Swete.

baptizing work of the Spirit joins believ-

✓ The 144,000 are sealed, but the multi-

ers to the body of Christ (1 Cor 12:13).

tude is persecuted.

The body of Christ (i.e., the Church) will

✓ The 144,000 are present on earth,

be in heaven during the Tribulation, not

while the multitude is in heaven.

on earth.

The 144,000 and the multitude seem to

“Will the Spirit indwell Tribulation

have a cause and eﬀect relationship (cf.

saints? Probably He will not. In the

Matt 24:14; 25:40). The multitude is com-

church age, Spirit indwelling takes place

posed of Tribulation martyrs in heaven

at the same instant as Spirit baptism,

(Rev 7:11, 14-15, 17).

namely, at the moment of salvation
(Rom 8:9; 1 Cor 12:13). The Spirit’s in-

Rev 7:15-17—These verses outline

dwelling is probably unique to the

seven promises to these Tribulation mar-

church age as is His baptizing ministry.

tyrs. “The ultimate fulfillment of these

Probably the Holy Spirit will come upon

seven promises will come in the eternal

and influence Tribulation saints as He

state described more fully in Revelation

did in Old Testament times. The sealing

21-22.” Thomas, Revelation 1-7, at 504.

of these witnesses, therefore, probably
indicates God’s special selection and
protection of them during this time of unprecedented global catastrophes.” Constable’s Notes at Rev 7:5-8 (emphasis
added).

•

•

“While each of the seven rewards contains some aspect of literal fulfillment,
each one also figuratively pictures God’s
pledge to be present with Tribulation
saints to protect, shepherd, and comfort
them in the eternal state (Rev 7:15b-17).

Rev 7:9—This group is not to be con-

These rewards are also promised for to-

fused with the 144,000. Note the diﬀer-

day’s believers to encourage them to be

ences:

faithful (Rev 21:1-5).” Constable’s Notes

✓ The 144,000 are numbered; the multitude cannot be numbered.

at Rev 7:16-17, quoting Yates, “Studies
on the Tribulation Saints,” Bibliotheca Sacra 163:651 (Jul-Sep 2006), at 333.
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Rev 6-7 Summary

Above: Jan van Eyck, Adoration of the Lamb, Ghent Altarpiece
(Saint Bavo Cathedral, Ghent)
Attribution: Wikipedia

1. Rev 6 begins the Seal Judgments on the

3. The fifth Seal discloses that God’s peo-

earth and contains the first six Seal

ple have suﬀered from persecution by

Judgments. Be sure to note the similari-

those who rule the earth during this

ties between the events of Rev 6-7 and

time. The reasons for their martyrdom

Jesus’ statements in Matthew 24.

are stated as “for the word of God and

2. The Seal Judgments begin with the four
Horsemen of the Apocalypse—riders on
the white, red, black, and pale green

for the witness they had borne” (Rev
6:9).
4. Rev 6:10 gives us the answer to the sec-

horses, representing the Antichrist, war,

ond of eight questions in Revelation.

famine, and death.

God is delaying the coming justice to
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give more people a chance to trust in
Christ. See also Rev 10:6, 18:20.
5. The sixth Seal sets in motion six catastrophes: 1) A great earthquake; 2) the
sun turns black; 3) the moon turns red;
4) the stars fall to earth; 5) the sky splits
like a scroll; and 6) every mountain and
island is removed from its place.
6. In Rev 6:17 John poses the third question in Revelation, which he answers in
Rev 7:9. Those who trust in Christ and
value allegiance to Him over their own
lives are the ones who can stand before
God and the Lamb.
7. God suspends further judgment until
144,000 of His servants are sealed. A
seal is a guarantee of ownership and security (Eph 1:13-14; 2 Cor 1:21-22).
8. The sealing of the 144,000 raises the
question of the Holy Spirit’s relationship

9. The multitude of Rev 7:9 and the
144,000 are diﬀerent groups, but seem
to have a cause and eﬀect relationship
(cf. Matt 24:14; 25:40). The multitude is
composed of Tribulation martyrs in
heaven (Rev 7:11, 14-15, 17).
10. Rev 7:15-17 outline seven promises to
these Tribulation martyrs. The ultimate
fulfillment of these seven promises (in
Rev 7:15b-17) will come in the eternal
state described more fully in Revelation
21-22. While each of the seven rewards contains some aspect of literal
fulfillment, each one also figuratively
pictures God’s pledge to be present
with Tribulation saints to protect, shepherd, and comfort them in the eternal
state (Rev 7:15b-17).
These rewards are also promised for
today’s believers to encourage them to
be faithful (Rev 21:1-5).

to these believers. The Holy Spirit will
likely come upon and influence Tribulation saints as He did in Old Testament
times. The sealing of these witnesses,
therefore, probably indicates God’s special selection and protection of them during this time of unprecedented global catastrophes.
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6! REV 8-11
The Trumpet Judgments

Below: Hieronymus Bosch,
Last Judgment Tryptich
(Academie für Bildenden Künste,
Vienna)
Attribution: Wikipedia

The Trumpet Judgments, the second set of

on earth during this time. Watch for those

seven judgments, impact a third of the

realities in Rev 9. Following the sixth Trum-

world’s population and intensify the suﬀer-

pet, there is a final grace interruption of

ing on earth. The Trumpets reveal three

God’s judgments in the form of two wit-

hard realities confronting those who dwell

nesses with powers like the OT prophets.
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Rev 8-9 Insights

•

Rev 8:1—The seventh Seal is 30 min-

leaves floating on the sea of divine sover-

utes of silence in heaven, an awful por-

eignty?

tent of the judgments still to come. Imagine the multitudes in heaven being silent.
What happens during this silence?
“Probably the hosts of heaven stand in
dread awe—dumbstruck, as it were,
with what is about to happen with the
opening of the scroll. But more than
dread and awe is in this silence. Just at
this point God wants to show something
to John about the role of Christians in all
this tremendous upheaval in history. Up
till now, the breaking of the Seals has
simply shown the utter, awesome sovereignty of God controlling history and all
its cataclysmic disasters and the fate of
believers secure in heaven (Rev 7:15-17)
and unbelievers crying out for the mountains and the rocks to fall on them (Rev
6:16).
“But now, God has something else to
show us. What is our place in all this?
Do we have any role to play? Do we
make anything happen? Are we only
feathers in the wind of providence, and

“The answer is utterly astonishing. Leon
Morris puts it like this:
The saints appear insignificant to men
at large. But in the sight of God they
matter. Even great cataclysms are
held back while they pray. And the
praises of the angels give way to silence so that the saints may be heard.
(Morris, The Revelation of John,
p. 118).
“In other words, in this silence after the
opening of the seventh seal we don’t
just have a picture of the dread and awe
of the hosts of heaven before the end of
the world unfolds, we have a dramatic
presentation of the importance of the
prayers of the saints. Before the scroll is
opened, God wants to make clear to
John and to his readers—us—that the
unfolding of the end of the world will
happen by the prayers of the saints.”
Piper, Sermon on Rev 8:1-5: The Prayers
of the Saints and the End of the World
(desiringgod.org, 1.9.1994)
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•

Rev 8:2—Trumpets play a major role in

saints have cried out again and again,

God’s dealings with His people (cf. Isa

‘Thy kingdom come . . . Thy kingdom

27:13; Jer 4:5; Zeph 1:16; Matt 24:31; 1

come.’ Not one of these prayers, prayed

Cor 15:51-52; 1 Thes 4:16). They were

in faith, has been ignored. Not one is

used in: Israel’s ceremonial processions

lost or forgotten. Not one has been inef-

(e.g., 1 Kings 1:34, 39; 1 Chr 15:24); as-

fectual or pointless. They have all been

sembling the Israelites for war, journeys,

gathering on the altar before the throne

and special feasts (e.g., Num 10:9-10);

of God.

warning of the coming day of the Lord

“And the flame has been growing

(e.g., Joel 2:1); and announcing the new

brighter and brighter and more and

year in Israel (e.g., Num 29:1). Here, they

more pleasing in the presence of God.

announce divine judgment in the Tribula-

And the time will come when God will

tion. Constable’s Notes at Rev 8:2.

•

command his holy angel to take his

Rev 8:3—More from John Piper on the

mighty censer and fill it with fire from the

prayers of Rev 8:

altar where the prayers burn before the
Lord, and pour it out on the world to

“The utterly astonishing thing about this

bring all God’s great and holy purposes

text is that it portrays the prayers of the

to completion. Which means that the

saints as the instrument God uses to

consummation of history will be owing

usher in the end of the world with great

to the supplication of the saints who cry

divine judgments. It pictures the prayers

to God day and night. Not one God-

of the saints accumulating on the altar

exalting prayer has ever been in vain.

before the throne of God until the appointed time when they are taken up like

“This is an astonishing tribute to the

fire from the altar and thrown upon the

enormous historical importance of

earth to bring about the consummation

prayer.” Piper, Sermon on Rev 8:1-5:

of God’s kingdom.

The Prayers of the Saints and the End of
the World (desiringgod.org, 1.9.1994)

“In other words, what we have in this
text is an explanation of what has hap-

•

Rev 8:7—Note the similarities of the

pened to the millions upon millions of

Trumpet Judgments to the Exodus

prayers over the last 2,000 years as the

plagues and events:
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Note also that the sixth Trumpet is un-

Revelation as a term for unbelievers left

precedented with no analog in the Egyp-

on earth during the Tribulation: Rev 3:10;

tian plagues.

6:10; 8:13; 11:10 (twice); 13:8, 14; 14:6;
17:2, 8. Walvoord, Revelation at 184.

Trumpets

Plagues

•

Rev 9:1-2—“There are more occur-

Trumpet 1—hail & fire

Plague 7—hail & fire (Ex

(Rev 8:7)

9:22-25)

rences of the words ‘as’ and ‘like’ here

Trumpet 2—sea to

Plague 1—water to

[in Rev 9] than in any other chapter in

blood (Rev 8:8-9)

blood (Ex 7:19-21)

the Bible.” Ryrie, Revelation at 72.

Trumpet 3—waters

Waters made sweet
(Ex 15:22-25)

The fifth Trumpet involves a star that

made bitter
(Rev 8:10-11)

had fallen from heaven. This cannot be a

Trumpet 4—darkening

Plague 9—darkness

literal star because it handles a key.

(Rev 8:12)

(Ex 10:21-23)

False teachers are called wandering

Trumpet 5—locusts

Plague 8—locusts

(Rev 9:1-12)

(Ex 10:12-15)

stars (e.g., Jude 13). Other possibilities

The Trumpets impact a third of the

(Isa 14:12; Lk 10:18); someone with

earth, its trees, sea, rivers, and springs;

authority (one of God’s angels). This

burn up all of the green grass; darken a

star, however, seems to be Satan (Rev

third of the light of the sun, moon, and

12:7-12; Lk 10:18).

stars; and ultimately cause the death of
one-third of the earth’s people.

•

include: a demon (fallen angel); Satan

In the phrase “a star fallen,” the GK
word for “fallen” is in the perfect tense,

Rev 8:13—After the blowing of the

indicating present results of a com-

fourth Trumpet, John hears an eagle an-

pleted action. The star’s “fallen” state is

nounce the coming of three “woes.” As

a clue to this being’s identity. In Lk

we will see, the last three Trumpets are

10:18, Jesus said He saw Satan “fall like

the three woes. See Rev 11:14. The last

lightning from heaven.” The occasion

three “woe” Trumpets, distinct from the

may be the aftermath of warfare in

first four, are directed against “those

heaven mentioned in Rev 12:7-9, when

who dwell on the earth.” The phrases

Satan is cast out of heaven and to the

“those who dwell on (the) earth” and

earth. Toussaint Class Notes; Walvoord,

“dwellers on earth” are used ten times in

Revelation at 157.
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What is heaven here? Sky? Space? God’s dwelling? Probably God’s dwelling (the third heaven—2 Cor 12:2-4).
The “bottomless pit” is the abyss and actually should be the
“shaft (or well) of the abyss.” The term is used in the Septuagint, the GK translation of the OT, to refer to deep waters
(Gen 1:2, 7:11; Ps 107:26) or the depths of the earth (Ps
71:20). It is used in the NT for the abode of the dead (Rom
10:7), abode of demons (Lk 8:31), abode of the Antichrist

Despite unspeakable
suffering and yet
another chance to
repent, those who
dwell on earth during
this time will not
repent. They will
persist in worshiping
demons and idols.
And they will not
repent of their
murders nor of their
sorceries nor of their
immorality nor of
their thefts.

(Rev 11:7), or the temporary abode of Satan in the Millennium. Seven of the nine NT uses are found in Revelation
(Rev 9:1-2, 11; 11:7; 17:8; 20:1, 3).

•

Rev 9:3—Are these locusts to be taken literally or figuratively? Probably figuratively for the following reasons: 1)
They don’t eat grass or plants. 2) They have Apollyon as
their king. 3) But note that Ryrie says there is no reason to
understand them as symbols and thinks they are demons.
Ryrie, Revelation at 72.
Toussaint thinks they are figurative and could be: 1) the personification of evil (like Lady Justice); 2) natural creatures
(maybe mutations?); 3) hideous demonic beings; or 4) some
kind of weapon or machine. They stand for extended suﬀering and longing for death. But according to Rev 9:4, they
cannot aﬄict those people who “have the seal of God on

Cf. Charles Ryrie,
Revelation at 75-76.

their foreheads.” Toussaint Class Notes.

•

Rev 9:4—Throughout Rev 9, God’s sovereign control is highlighted in His limits on the locusts’ actions:
✓ They cannot harm the grass, green plants, or trees, and
they are permitted to torment “only those people who do
not have the seal of God on their foreheads.” (Rev 9:4)
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✓ They cannot kill and are allowed only
to torment for five months. (Rev 9:5)

•

Rev 9:5—Five months: “The best interpretation is to take this literally as a period of five months, which is the normal
life span of locusts from May to September.” Walvoord, Revelation at 159.

•

Rev 9:7—Note the eight-part description of the locust:
✓ Their appearance was like horses prepared for battle;
✓ On their heads were what looked like
crowns of gold;
✓ Their faces were like human faces;
✓ Their hair was like women’s hair;
✓ Their teeth were like lions’ teeth;
✓ They had breastplates like breastplates of iron;
✓ The noise of their wings was like the
noise of many chariots with horses
rushing into battle;
✓ Their tails and stings were like scorpions.

•

Rev 9:15-19—In the sixth Trumpet, onethird of those who dwell on the earth will
die. This means that approximately half
the earth’s population alive at the begin-

ning of the Tribulation is dead by the
end of this judgment. “One-fourth died
under the fourth Seal judgment (Rev
6:7-8), and many more died as martyrs
and for other reasons (cf. Dan 12:1; Matt
24:21-22). However, it is only the earthdwellers, those in rebellion against God,
who suﬀer death as a result of this woe
(cf. Rev 9:20).” Constable’s Notes at Rev
9:15.
Constable thinks the “horsemen may be
humans under the control of these four
evil angels (cf. Dan 11:44), or more likely
the horsemen are demons.” He adds,
“The description of the horses (Rev
9:17) argues for an angelic army, as
does its leadership, namely, four angels
(Rev 9:14-15). Most interpreters take
their number as meaning innumerable,
but their number could be literal even if
these are human warriors.” Constable’s
Notes at Rev 9:15, 16.
The added description of the horses in
Rev 9:19 “supports the conclusion that
they represent angelic instruments of divine judgment other than natural horses.
Some interpreters have suggested that
what they represent are modern weapons that shoot both forward and backward, such as missiles. The locusts had
the ‘power’ to injure ‘like scorpions’ with
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‘their tails’ (Rev 9:10), but these horses have ‘power’ to ‘kill’
Above: Minefield near
the ruins of Bethsaida
(Author’s photo 2012)
“Woe to you, Bethsaida!
. . . [I]t will be more
bearable on the day of
judgment for Tyre and
Sidon than for you.”
(Matt 11:21-22)

(Rev 9:15) ‘like serpents’ with their ‘mouth and . . . tails,’
which is even worse (cf. Rev 9:15).” Constable’s Notes at
Rev 9:19.

•

Rev 9:20—The important points to take away from Rev 9
are three hard realities:
1) There is an unseen spiritual world that surrounds us.
2) God is sovereign over that spiritual world and also over
our world, and His judgments are certain.
3) The hardness of sinful hearts. Despite unspeakable suffering and yet another chance to repent, those who dwell
on earth will not repent. They will persist in worshiping demons and idols. And they will not repent of their murders,
sorceries, immorality, or thefts. Ryrie, Revelation at 76; cf.
Dan 5:23-30 (Belshazzar’s similar folly and fate).
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Rev 8-9 Summary

1. Rev 8 begins with an eerie silence that

cry to God day and night. Not one God-

proceeds from the opening of the sev-

exalting prayer has ever been in vain.

enth Seal. This silence is a striking con-

This is an astonishing tribute to the enor-

trast to the Rev 7 report of the loud

mous historical importance of prayer.

sounds of worship by a multitude that
cannot be numbered.
2. Piper notes that this silence dramatically
presents the importance of the prayers
of the saints. Before the scroll is
opened, God wants to make clear to
John and to the readers of Revelation
that the unfolding of the end of the
world will happen by the prayers of the
saints.
3. Piper adds that Rev 8 portrays the
prayers of the saints as the instrument
God uses to usher in the end of the
world with great divine judgments. It pictures the prayers of the saints accumulating on the altar before the throne of
God until the appointed time when they
are taken up like fire from the altar and
thrown upon the earth to bring about the
consummation of God’s kingdom. Thus,
the consummation of history will result
from the supplication of the saints who

4. Note the similarities of the Trumpet Judgments to the Exodus plagues and
events.
5. The Trumpets impact one-third of the
earth, its trees, sea, rivers, and springs;
burn up all of the green grass; darken a
third of the light of the sun, moon, and
stars; and ultimately cause the death of
one-third of the earth’s people.
6. After the blowing of the fourth Trumpet,
John hears an eagle announce the coming of three “woes.” The last three Trumpets are the three woes and are directed
against “those who dwell on the earth”
(Rev 8:13).
7. The fifth Trumpet involves a star that
had fallen from heaven. This cannot be a
literal star because it handles a key. This
star, however, seems to be Satan (Rev
12:7-12; Lk 10:18). The star’s “fallen”
state is a clue to this being’s identity.
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The occasion may be the aftermath of

the horses (Rev 9:17) argues for an an-

warfare in heaven mentioned in Rev

gelic army, as does its leadership,

12:7-9, when Satan is cast out of

namely, four angels (Rev 9:14-15).

heaven and to the earth.

Most interpreters take their number as

8. The locusts likely are hideous demonic
beings. They stand for extended suﬀering and longing for death.
9. Throughout Rev 9, God’s sovereign
control is highlighted in His limits on the
locusts’ actions: They cannot harm the

meaning innumerable, but their number
could be literal even if these are human
warriors.
12. The important points to take away from
Rev 9 are three hard realities:

•

grass, any green plant or any tree; and
they cannot kill and are allowed only to
torment for five months. The best inter-

that surrounds us.

•

normal life span of locusts from May to
September.

God is sovereign over that spiritual
world and also over our world, and

pretation is to take “five months” as a literal period of five months, which is the

There is an unseen spiritual world

His judgments are certain.

•

The hardness of sinful hearts. Despite unspeakable suﬀering and yet
another chance to repent, those who

10. In the sixth Trumpet, one-third of those

dwell on earth during this time will

who dwell on the earth will die. This

not repent. They will persist in wor-

will result in approximately half the

shiping demons and idols. And they

population of the earth alive at the be-

will not repent of their murders nor of

ginning of the Tribulation being dead at

their sorceries nor of their immorality

the end of this judgment. However, it is

nor of their thefts.

only the earth dwellers, those in rebellion against God, who suﬀer death as a
result of this woe (cf. Rev 9:20).
11. The horsemen may be humans under
the control of these four evil angels (cf.
Dan 11:44), or more likely the horsemen are demons. The description of
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Rev 10-11 Insights

•

Rev 10—This chapter begins a paren-

The first temple was Solomon’s temple

thetical section that falls between

(1 Kings 6:1-38). The second was author-

John’s depiction of the sixth Trumpet

ized by Cyrus the Great (Ezra 1:1-3), con-

Judgment and his pronouncement of

firmed by Darius I (Ezra 6:1-12), built by

the seventh Trumpet in Rev 11:15.

Zerubbabel (Ezra 3:8ﬀ.), and renovated
by Herod the Great.

In Rev 10, John’s role is featured, and he
is told to seal up and NOT to write what

John uses various time frames in Revela-

the seven thunders said. Then, John is

tion: 42 months (Rev 11:2, 13:5), 1,260

given a little scroll to eat. It is sweet to

days (Rev 11:3, 12:6); a time, times, and

the taste, but becomes bitter in his stom-

half a time (Rev 12:14). All three time

ach. Finally, he is told to prophesy again.

frames seem to refer to same number of
days.

In summary, Rev 10 seems to highlight
John’s role—and by extension our ro-

John uses 42 months when speaking of

le—to make known the prophecies of

either domination by the nations (Rev

the Book of Revelation. They are sweet

11:2) or by the Antichrist (Rev 13:5). And

as a portion of God’s Word and God’s

John uses 1,260 for the number of days

revelation of the future events. They give

the two witnesses prophesy (Rev 11:3)

hope and confidence to those who have

and for the number of days the woman

trusted in Christ. But they also make bit-

is to be nourished in a place prepared

ter the stomachs of those who must

by God (Rev 12:6).

faithfully describe God’s coming judgments to a rebellious world.

•

See Lk 21:24 where Jesus uses the
same word for “trample” used in Rev

Rev 11:1-2—The temple here is likely

11:2 to describe the nations’ domination

the Third Temple, which is rebuilt in the

of the Holy City.

Tribulation (cf. 2 Thes 2:4; Matt 24:15).
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•

Rev 11:3-12—The two witnesses present a real CNN opportunity. The media will undoubtedly cover their every act with
a dedicated “witness” cam. The witnesses are unidentified,
but they will be men like Moses and Elijah and will have
powers similar to those of Moses and Elijah. Walvoord concludes that “[i]t seems far preferable to regard these two witnesses as two prophets who will be raised up from among
those who turn to Christ in the time following the rapture” of
the Church. Walvoord, Revelation at 182.

[T]hese witnesses
have a combination
of the greatest
powers ever given
prophets on earth.

•

Rev 11:4—The witnesses, like olive trees and lampstands,
are “bearers of the light of God’s truth.” See Zech 4:1-6, 1114. Ryrie, Revelation at 85.

•

Rev 11:5-6—The witnesses’ powers are described in these
two verses. Their powers are:

John Walvoord,
Revelation at 182.

✓ God’s judgment on their enemies.
✓ The means of protecting the two witnesses until their ministry is completed. The two witnesses are invincible until
their work is done. The same principle is true today for
the believer who is walking with Christ.
The witnesses’ first two powers are reminiscent of powers
exercised by Elijah (fire—1 Kings 18:36-39; no rain—1 Kings
17:1); and the last two remind us of Moses’ powers (turning
water to blood—Ex 7:19-20; bringing plagues upon the
earth—Ex 7:14–12:32). Ryrie, Revelation at 85.

•

Rev 11:7—This is the first of more than 30 references to the
“beast” in Revelation.

•

Rev 11:8-12—Once their ministry is completed, God permits the Antichrist to kill the two witnesses, which produces
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the only reference to rejoicing in the en-

These witnesses will be one of the obsta-

tire Tribulation period. Earth dwellers

cles to the Antichrist’s ascendancy to a

“will celebrate because they do not have

position of extraordinary power by the

to listen to messages from God any

midpoint of the Tribulation. Other obsta-

longer. This will be the world’s last great

bles will include: 1) the Third Temple

Mardi-Gras-type celebration.” Evidently

with its worship and sacrifices, and 2)

people all over the world, by television

the religious Babylon of Rev 17. All of

or the internet, will be able to view the

these obstacles will likely be destroyed

corpses. Constable’s Notes at Rev 11:9,

by the middle of the Tribulation, enabling

10.

the Antichrist to realize the satanic plan
to rule the world. Ryrie, Revelation at 84.

Their resurrection will terrify onlookers
because they will realize that a power is

Rev 11:15—The Seventh Trumpet: This

at work here that they cannot control.

Trumpet seems to be a future event that

“The use of the prophetic present tense

is treated as a present reality (cf. Rev

in the [GK] verbs [of Rev 11:11] pictures

12:10-12). Satan’s fall and judgment are

what is future as fact.” The witnesses

also seen this way.

and probably others will hear the voice
from heaven. And the text makes it clear
that the enemies of the two witnesses
will watch them ascend. Constable’s
Notes at Rev 11:11, 12.

•

•

Rev 11:13—One of two uses of the
phrase “God of heaven” in Revelation
(Rev 16:11). It indicates that even those
who worship the beast recognize that
this event was orchestrated by the God
of heaven. The earthquake serves as the
final event of the sixth Trumpet, which is
also the second woe. Walvoord, Revelation at 185-86.

The seventh Trumpet is not the same as
the last trumpet of 1 Cor 15:52. This
trumpet is judgmental; the trumpet of 1
Cor 15:52 is for resurrection. There is
still another trumpet (Matt 24:31).
The seventh Trumpet signifies that the
end is near; all that is left are the seven
Bowl Judgments, which happen rapidly.
Rev 11:15b records the voices in heaven
announcing with certainty even though it
has yet to happen on the earth: “The
kingdom of the world has become the
kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ,
and He shall reign forever and ever.”
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Rev 10-11 Summary

1. Rev 10 begins a parenthetical section

(Rev 11:2) or by the Antichrist (Rev

that falls between John’s depiction of

13:5). And John uses 1,260 for the num-

the sixth Trumpet Judgment and his pro-

ber of days the two witnesses prophesy

nouncement of the seventh Trumpet in

(Rev 11:3) and for the number of days

Rev 11:15.

the woman is to be nourished in a place

2. Rev 10 highlights John’s role—and by
extension our role—to make known the

prepared by God (Rev 12:6).
5. The two witnesses of Rev 11 present a

prophecies of the Book of Revelation.

real CNN opportunity. The witnesses are

They are sweet as a portion of God’s

unidentified, but they will be men like

Word and God’s revelation of the future

Moses and Elijah and will have similar

events, and they give hope and confi-

powers. Like olive trees and lamp-

dence to those who have trusted in

stands, they will be the bearers of the

Christ. But they also make bitter the

light of God’s truth.

stomachs of those who must faithfully
describe God’s coming judgments to a
rebellious world.
3. The temple in Rev 11 must be the Third

6. The witnesses’ powers are God’s judgment on their enemies and the means of
protecting the two witnesses until their
ministry is completed. A principle that

Temple, which will be built during the

underlies the two witnesses’ work is that

Tribulation.

they are invincible until their work is

4. John uses various time frames in Revelation: 42 months (Rev 11:2, 13:5), 1,260
days (Rev 11:3, 12:6); a time, times, and
half a time (Rev 12:14). All three time
frames seem to refer to same number of
days. John uses 42 months when speak-

done. The first two powers are reminiscent of powers exercised by Elijah (fire
and no rain), and the last two remind us
of Moses’ powers (turning water to
blood and bringing plagues upon the
earth).

ing of either domination by the nations
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7. Rev 11 contains the first of more than 30 references to the
“beast” in Revelation.
8. Once their ministry is completed, God permits the Antichrist
to kill the two witnesses, which produces the only reference
to rejoicing in the entire Tribulation period. Earth dwellers
will celebrate because they do not have to listen to messages from God any longer. This will be the world’s last

With the sounding
of the seventh
trumpet comes an
announcement of the
imminent rule of
Christ over this
world.

great Mardi-Gras-type celebration. But their resurrection will
terrify onlookers because they will realize that a power is at
work here that they cannot control.
9. These witnesses will be one of the obstacles to the Antichrist’s ascendancy to a position of extraordinary power by
the midpoint of the Tribulation. Other obstacles will include:
a) the Third Temple with its worship and sacrifices, and b)
the religious Babylon of Rev 17. All of these obstacles will

Charles Ryrie,
Revelation at 87.

likely be destroyed by the middle of the Tribulation, enabling
the Antichrist to realize the satanic plan to rule the world.
10. The seventh Trumpet signifies that the end is near; all that
is left are the seven Bowl Judgments, which happen rapidly. The voices in heaven announce with certainty even
though it has yet to happen on the earth: “The kingdom of
the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his
Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever.” (Rev 11:15b)

84

Review: Rev 1-11

As we prepare for the events of the last

The final section of Revelation—the future

half of the tribulation, let’s take a minute to

things “that are to take place after

review where we are.

this”—begins with the key words “After

Remember that Rev 1:19 is our road map.
Rev 1 recounted the vision that John had
of the Risen Christ—the things John had

this” in Rev 4:1. We start with patterns of
grace before judgment and alternating locations between heaven and earth.

seen. Rev 2-3 gave us the status of seven

The scene in heaven depicted in Rev 4-5

churches in John’s day, and by extension,

gives way to the start of the judgments on

the status of the Church throughout histo-

earth as the Seal Judgments and possibly

ry—the things that are. Some churches

some of the Trumpet Judgments unfold

will suﬀer well and hold fast to truth. Oth-

during the first half of the seven-year Tribu-

ers will compromise truth and tolerate

lation period. The Seal, Trumpet, and

false teaching, even deceiving themselves

Bowl Judgments serve as an organizing

about their own spiritual condition. Finally,

structure for Rev 6-16 and consist of three

and most sadly, some will leave behind

series of seven judgments each that are se-

their willingness to tell others about their

quential, chronological, and intensifying.

first love, and some will become useless to
the Lord.

Grace interruptions occurs after the Sixth
Seal and Sixth Trumpet—the sealing of

The question we must ask ourselves is,

144,000 Jewish witnesses and the appear-

“What kind of follower of Christ will we

ance of two witnesses with the greatest

be?” He is calling each of us to be a con-

powers ever given prophets on earth. Fi-

queror who holds fast to the truth, suﬀers

nally, after a parenthetical pause to de-

well for the sake of Christ and His Word,

scribe important characters and evil rulers

and perseveres to the end. To such a be-

in Rev 12-13 and Jesus’ ultimate triumph

liever, Jesus promises great rewards.

in Rev 14, we are ready for the next chronological event—the Bowl Judgments.
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7! REV 12-14
Characters & Harvests

The interpretation of the mark
of the beast is given by five
clues in Rev 13:17b-18.
Arnold Fruchtenbaum,
The Footsteps of the Mes
siah at 251.

Above: Rev 13:18 in Codex Sinaiticus, one of the most important Greek
manuscripts of the New Testament. The highlighted text notes the number of the beast as 666. Attribution: www.codex-sinaiticus.net.

A parenthetical in the Judgment narrative,

Antichrist and his False Prophet. Then, in

chapters 12-14 serve as an important tran-

Rev 14, a chapter many commentators see

sition and addition to the End Times

as a microcosm of the End Times, John fo-

drama. Rev 12 focuses on important char-

cuses on Jesus’ ultimate triumph. These

acters, while Rev 13 introduces more fully

chapters serve to heighten the drama as

the evil rulers of the new world order—the

we near the Second Coming.
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Rev 12 Insights

Walvoord calls Rev 12 “the most symbolic

✓ Rev 12:1 (great, in heaven): a woman

chapter in the Bible’s most symbolic

✓ Rev 12:3 (another, in heaven): a great

book.” Walvoord, Revelation at 191. In Rev
12-13, John identifies at least seven persons who are important in the End Times
drama:

red dragon
✓ Rev 13:13 (great): performed by the
second beast
✓ Rev 13:14 (deceiving): performed by

1. A woman, who likely represents Israel
(Rev 12:1; Gen 37:9);
2. A great red dragon, who undoubtedly

the second beast in the presence of
the first beast (or the Antichrist)
✓ Rev 15:1 (great and amazing, in

represents Satan (Rev 12:3; Dan

heaven): seven angels with seven

7:20-25);

plagues

3. A male child, who is Jesus (Rev 12:5);
4. Michael (Rev 12:7);
5. The remnant (Rev 12:17);
6. The beast from the sea, also called the
Antichrist (Rev 13:1); and
7. Another beast from the earth, the False
Prophet (Rev 13:11).
These characters will dominate the remain-

✓ Rev 16:14: performed by the frog demons to assemble the kings of the
world for battle
✓ Rev 19:20 (deceiving): performed by
the second beast through which he
deceived those who received the
mark of the beast and worshiped its
image.

ing End Times drama.

“The description of the woman contains

•

Rev 12:1—The word “sign” signifies a

the woman with the fulfillment of the

symbol of important truth rather than

Abrahamic Covenant.” Walvoord, Revela-

merely a wonder. John mentions “sign”

tion at 192.

an allusion to Gen 37:9-11, identifying

or “signs” seven times in Rev:
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•

•

Rev 12:4—The stars may be a reference

gels, the demons. Michael has battled

to fallen angels (cf. Rev 12:9; 9:1; Job

with Satan in the past (Jude 9), but the

38:7), who compose as much as one-

conflict in view here evidently takes

third of the angelic population.

place just before the last part of the
Tribulation. Constable’s Notes at Rev

Rev 12:5—The same GK word (ἁρπάζω,

12:7.

harpazō) translated “caught up” is used
for the rapture of the Church in 1 Thes

Rev 12:7-13 concerns a war in heaven

4:17.

that helps explain Rev 12:1-6. This war
precipitates the conflict with the woman

Jesus is the One who will “rule . . . with

and gives the reason for the dragon’s ha-

a rod of iron.” This phrase is also used

tred of the woman.

of Christ at His Second Coming in Rev
19:15. It is initially used in Revelation for

•

names for Satan in this one verse:

the overcomer who perseveres to the
end. He will rule the nations with a rod
of iron in Rev 2:27. Note also its use in

✓ “the great dragon”

Ps 2:9, a messianic psalm that de-

✓ “that ancient serpent”

scribes the reign of the Lord’s Anointed

✓ “the devil”

who will break the nations “with a rod of

✓ “Satan”

iron”).

•

•

Rev 12:9—John identifies and uses five

✓ “the deceiver of the whole world”
Rev 12:6—This verse probably references the last half of the Tribulation (cf.

This verse explains Lk 10:18 (in which

Dan 9:27; Matt 24:16). Note the rise in

Jesus tells His disciples, “I saw Satan

anti-Semitism (Rev 12:6, 13, 17).

fall like lightning from heaven.”) and
shows that Lk 10:18 is a future event de-

Rev 12:7—Michael the archangel (Jude
9) is the leader of God’s angelic army.
He is Israel’s special patron (Dan 10:13,

scribed as a present reality.

•

Rev 12:10—This is a second fall of Sa-

21; 12:1). He evidently holds high rank

tan and his final fall from heaven. Right

among unfallen angels as Satan does

now, Satan has access to God’s throne,

among the fallen. John saw him en-

which he uses to accuse the brethren

gaged in battle with Satan and his an-

(cf. 1 Jn 2:1-2; Zech 3:1-2). Eventually,
88

Satan will wage war in heaven and ultimately be cast down
permanently to the earth. This likely will occur at the midpoint of the Tribulation and explains the dramatic increase
in Satan’s wrathful eﬀorts to dominate the world because
he knows that “his time is short” (Rev 12:12).

•

Rev 12:11—“they have conquered him.” Note that the victory over Satan is won:
✓ “by the blood of the Lamb”;
✓ “by the word of their testimony”;
✓ “for they loved not their lives even unto death.”

Revelation 12
records the final fall
of Satan from
heaven. Satan will
wage war in heaven
and ultimately be
cast out permanently
from heaven, likely at
the midpoint of the
Tribulation.

•

Rev 12:13—Satan’s fall from heaven will give rise to a time
of unprecedented anti-Semitism. Zech 13:8 predicts: “In the
whole land, declares the Lord, two thirds shall be cut oﬀ
and perish, and one third shall be left alive,” indicating that
as many as two-thirds of the Jews in Israel will be killed during this time.

•

Rev 12:14—The Israelites will receive divine assistance in
fleeing from the dragon. Therefore, we should probably understand the eagle to be metaphorical, describing the way
God will save them—namely, with strength and safety. Another possibility is that the eagle represents angelic assistance (cf. Rev 8:13). The comparison between an eagle that
can fly overhead and an earth-bound serpent implies the superior protection of God. Constable’s Notes at Rev 12:14.
“Evidently many Israelites will flee from Jerusalem into desolate places to escape Satan’s persecution (cf. Zech 14:1-8;
Matt 24:16; Mk 13:14). Some commentators have felt that
mountainous Petra in Edom (modern Jordan) is a place
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•

where all that God predicted here could

12:15), and this future flight. The similari-

take place (cf. Matt 24:16). However the

ties have led some commentators to

Jews could flee to any mountainous re-

conclude that the 42 months refer to Is-

gion for safety. God will nourish these Is-

rael’s 42 camping stations (Num 33) and

raelites in their place of refuge, possibly

that what John described was in the

as He fed the Israelites in the wilderness

past. Yet, it seems clear that John was

and Elijah by the brook Cherith.” Consta-

describing a future exodus.” Constable’s

ble’s Notes at Rev 12:14.

Notes at Rev 12:15.

Rev 12:15—“Perhaps Satan will use lit-

•

Rev 12:17—The Remnant. This is an-

eral water to try to drown this group of

other player in the End Times dra-

Israelites. If they take refuge in a place

ma—the remnant of Tribulation saints.

such as Petra, this might seem to be a

Satan’s lack of success in completely an-

possibility. Another possibility is that he

nihilating all fleeing Jews causes him to

will pursue them with soldiers as a river

concentrate his attack on those who do

(cf. Jer 46:7-8; 47:2-3). A flood is also a

not flee. The remnant of Jews who be-

biblical metaphor for overwhelming evil,

lieve in Jesus Christ becomes his spe-

persecution (Ps 18:4, 124:2-4; Isa 43:2).

cial target. Constable thinks this group

Probably this is a picturesque way of de-

includes the 144,000 (Rev 7:1-8; 14:1-5),

scribing Satan’s attempt to destroy the

he sees “the portrayal of the victorious

Jews who will have congregated in Pal-

144,000 in [Rev] 14:1-5 as a sequel to

estine following the Antichrist’s cove-

the battle of the dragon’s two emissaries

nant with them. He may seek to do it

with ‘the rest of her seed in chapter 13.’”

with deceptive false teaching, since the

Constable’s Notes at Rev 12:17, quoting

water comes out of his mouth. Both wa-

Thomas, Revelation 8-22, at 142.

ter and fire (cf. Rev 9:17; 11:5) proceeding from the mouth picture punishment
in Scripture.
“Note the many parallels between Israel’s exodus from Egypt and her past
preservation in the wilderness, including
rescue from water (the Red Sea; cf. Rev
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Rev 13 Insights

•

Rev 13:1—The beast from the sea. Who

that vision Daniel was given a vision of

is the “beast”? He is the Antichrist of 1

the world powers that would dominate

Jn 2:18; the man of lawlessness and son

the ancient world, including a lion (Baby-

of destruction of 2 Thes 2:3-4; the little

lon), a bear (the Medo-Persian empire),

horn of Dan 7:8; the prince who is to

a leopard (Greece), and the terrifying

come of Dan 9:26; and the beast from

beast with iron teeth (Rome and in the

the bottomless pit of Rev 17:7-14.

future, the Antichrist).

The sea may represent Gentile nations

Rev 13:3—“mortal wound”: Note the

(cf. Rev 17:15). The beast comes from

counterfeit imitation of the Lamb that

one of the Gentile nations, and not Is-

was slain.

rael!

Toussaint thinks that the beast will actu-

The beast represents a kingdom headed

ally be killed, but points out that it could

by a man (cf. Dan 7:17). The seven

also be a reference to a fatal military de-

heads are sequential (Rev 17:10), and

feat. The same language, however, re-

the ten horns are a confederation (Rev

fers to the death of Christ (Rev 5:6—

17:12).

lamb “as though it had been slain” uses

The Antichrist makes a seven-year
treaty with Israel and will break it when
he will set himself up as god. He will be
permitted to rebel for 3½ years, but he
will eventually fall.

•

•

Rev 13:2—The beast will have power
and authority that is both similar to and

the same GK). It is more likely that the
Antichrist will be killed in an eﬀort to duplicate Christ’s resurrection. Remember
from 2 Thes 2:9 that the Antichrist does
signs, wonders, and miracles. Acts 2:22
uses same words to refer to the Apostles’ miracles. But the point is that miracles don’t always prove the truth!

greater than the other beasts in Daniel’s
vision of the four beasts in Dan 7:4-6. In
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•

Rev 13:4—This verse asks the fifth of eight questions in
Revelation. See Rev 5:2. Note that the questions emphasize
the beast’s uniqueness (“Who is like the beast?”) and mightiness (“who can fight against it?”). Rev 19:20 decisively answers the latter question.
δίδωμι (didōmi—to give) is used five times in Rev 13:4-7,
emphasizing that it is Satan who gives the beast all of his
power.

Chapter 13 is one of
the great prophetic
chapters of Scripture
and is the only
passage that
presents in any
detail the two
principal evil
characters of the end
of the age who form
with Satan an unholy
trinity.
John Walvoord,
Revelation at 215.

•

Rev 13:5—The “haughty and blasphemous words” of the
beast is a fulfillment of Dan 7:25: “He shall speak words
against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the
Most High, . . . and they shall be given into his hand for a
time, times, and half a time.” See also Dan 11:36. Note that
“time, times, and half a time” equates to the 42 months predicted in Rev 13:5 for the beast’s reign.

•

Rev 13:10—This verse captures the principle of retribution
for those who submit to the beast and a call for endurance
by those who do not. See Gal 6:9; Rev 14:12.

•

Rev 13:11—The second beast is the false prophet of Rev
16:13, 19:20 & 20:10. False imitation is his method of operation:
✓ Rev 13:11—He is like a lamb (Rev 5:6)
✓ Rev 13:13—He is like the two witnesses of Rev 11:5.
✓ Rev 13:15—He aspires to be like God (Gen 2:7).
Toussaint thinks the “earth” may imply the land of Israel.
The lamb’s horns give impression of religious power, but his
dragon-like speech betrays him. This is the false counterpart of John the Baptist.
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Note that the false prophet is described

—“performs”) is continuous, indicating

as “another” beast. The GK word ἄλλος

that the false prophet does these signs

carries the connotation of another of the

repeatedly.

same kind.

•

•

Rev 13:12—Six powers of the false

referenced at least 10 times in Revela-

prophet include that he:

tion: Rev 13:14, 15 (3 times); 14:9, 11;
15:2; 16:2; 19:20; 20:4. The “image” is

✓ exercises all the authority of the first

not necessarily a likeness of the Anti-

beast in its presence;

christ, but rather may be a symbol of his

✓ makes the earth and its inhabitants

power and majesty. It becomes the cen-

worship the first beast;

ter of the false worship of the world ruler
and the “focal point of the final state of

✓ performs great signs;

apostasy, the acme of the idolatry that

✓ deceives those who dwell on earth;

has been the false religion of so many

✓ is allowed to give breath to the image

generations.” Walvoord, Revelation at

of the beast;
✓ causes all to be marked on the right
hand or the forehead with the number

213.

•

Rev 13:15—Most scholars believe that
“powers given by Satan to the false

of the beast.

•

Rev 13:14—The “image” of the beast is

prophet do not extend to giving life to

Rev 13:13—“great signs”: This beast

that which does not possess life, be-

counterfeits the Elijah prophecy of Mal

cause this is a prerogative of God

4:5-6. See 1 Ki 18 to get significance of

alone.” Walvoord, Revelation at 213.

this (cf. Matt 24:24; 2 Thes 2:9). The
false prophet will emulate Elijah on
Mount Carmel against the Tribulation
saints.
As Christ had His forerunner, so Man of
Sin has his. The diﬀerence—John performed no miracles (Jn 10:41). The present tense of the GK word ποιέω (poieō

•

Rev 13:16—“marked”: this is another satanic imitation of the Rev 7:3 sealing of
the 144,000.
“The mark is simply a token that they
are beast worshipers, and it serves as
an identification necessary to conduct
business and to purchase the necessities of life. It is another device to force
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all people to worship the beast. Walvoord, Revelation at
Above: A fragment of
Papyrus 115, noting the
number of the beast as
616.
Attribution: Papyrus 115
article, Wikipedia

215.

•

Rev 13:18—The number of the beast most often is described as 666, but a few GK manuscripts record the number as 616. Papyrus 115, which includes 12 fragments of a
codex containing portions of Revelation, gives the number
of the beast as 616 (chi, iota, sigma (ΧΙϚ)—see red arrow in
photograph above), rather than the majority reading of 666
(chi, xi, sigma (ΧΞϚ)). Codex C (Codex Ephraemi Rescriptus) also records the number of the beast as 616.
Fructenbaum notes that each letter of the Hebrew alphabet
has a numerical value, and he identifies five clues to the interpretation of the mark: the name of the beast, the number
of his name, the number of the beast, the number of a man,
and the number 666. Accordingly, he concludes that the numerical value of the Antichrist’s name in Hebrew will total
666. Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the Messiah at 251.
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Rev 14 Insights

•

For an explanation of “firstfruits, “ see 1

Rev 14:1—An outline of the End Times:

Cor 15:20-23; Ex 23:16-19; Lev 23:9-14;

✓ Godly remnant (Rev 14:1-5)

Deut 18:4. This implies the 144,000 are
the first of many Jews saved during the

✓ Gospel proclaimed (Rev 14:6-7)

Tribulation.

✓ Fall of Babylon (Rev 14:8)
✓ Doom of all who worship the beast
(Rev 14:9-11)
✓ Blessedness of the martyred saints
(Rev 14:12-13)
✓ Harvest of judgment (Rev 14:14-18)
✓ Wrath of God on the unbelieving
world (Rev 14:19-20)
The reference to “Mount Zion” (see Ps
2:6) is one of several indications in Rev
14:1-5 that this scene occurs in heaven.
The description “with Him” underscores
that these people belong to the Lamb
and have sought refuge in Him. See
Nah 1:7, Ps 2:12.
This is evidently a preview of the Millennium and serves as a dramatic contrast
to Rev 13.

•

Rev 14:4—This is our mission today—to
“follow the Lamb wherever He goes.”

•

Rev 14:6—“eternal gospel”: see Gal 1:8;
“proclaim” may reference the divine provision of a last chance to respond to the
gospel for those remaining on the earth
at this time. Scholars interpret this passage in a variety of ways. Another way
to look at Rev 14:6-20 is as the harvest
of the earth:
✓ Interlude: the vision of the three angels (Rev 14:6-12).
1) The first angel (Rev 14:6-7). All
three are in final days of the Tribulation. What is the eternal gospel?
“Fear God, give Him glory and worship Him” (cf. Rom. 1:21).
2) The second angel (Rev 14:8). This
angel anticipates Rev 17-18.
3) The third angel (Rev 14:9-12). This
angel announces eternal judgment
on those who worship the Anti-
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christ. The judgment is: a) undiluted

thoughts (“forehead”) and deeds

wrath; b) with torment; c) before

(“hand”). See 2 Thes 1:9.

God; d) forever; e) without rest.

•

✓ The reaper (Rev 14:13-16). Rev 14:13

Blessing #2 (“the dead who die in the

specifically describes Tribulation mar-

Lord from now on”) and the tenth of 12

tyrs, but its point is true for all time.

instructions to John in Revelation to

Rev 14:14-16 probably represents the

write. See Rev 1:3, 11.

gathering of the lost at the end of the
Tribulation (cf. Matt 13:30, 49;

•

ripe grapes (Rev 14:18-19). Some com-

✓ The winepress (Rev 14:17-20). This is

mentators see the first harvest as one of

often taken to be Armageddon, but it

believers, and most see the second as

seems better to say that it describes

one of only unbelievers. Jesus is likely

the slaughter of the lost when they are

pictured here in the first harvest—seated

judged at the end of the Tribulation

on a cloud, one like a son of man (Rev

(cf. Lk 19:27; Joel 3:12-14; Rev 19:9).

1:13), with a golden crown on His head.

Rev 14:7—The first angel’s message is

•

Him.
Principle: grace before judgment.
Rev 14:8—The second angel’s message
gives the reason for the fall of Babylon
the great (see Rev 16:19–18:24): She

Rev 14:15—This first harvest may explain the Parable of the Weeds in Matt

to fear God, give Him glory, and worship

•

Rev 14:14—Two harvests are pictured:
1) of the earth (Rev 14:15) and 2) of the

24:40-41).

•

Rev 14:13—This verse contains both

13:36-43. See Joel 3:13 and Jn 15:6.

•

Rev 14:18—This second harvest concerns “clusters from the vine of the
earth” destined for “the great winepress
of the wrath of God.” Contrast it with
Jn 15:1-5.

“made all nations drink the wine of the
passion of her sexual immorality.”

•

Rev 14:9—The third angel’s message is
a special warning against receiving the
mark of the beast. The “mark” pictures
the beast’s control of his followers
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Rev 12-14 Summary

1. In Rev 12-13, John identifies at least

messianic psalm that describes the

seven persons who dominate the remain-

reign of the Lord’s Anointed who will

ing End Times drama:

break the nations “with a rod of iron.”

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A woman (Israel);
A great red dragon (Satan);

4. Michael the archangel is the leader of
God’s angelic army and Israel’s special
patron. He evidently holds high rank

A male child (Jesus);

among unfallen angels as Satan does

The archangel Michael;

among the fallen. John saw Michael en-

A faithful remnant;

gaged in battle with Satan and his angels, the demons. Michael has battled

The beast from the sea (the Anti-

with Satan in the past (Jude 9), but the

christ); and

conflict in view here evidently takes

The beast from the earth (the false

place just before the last part of the

prophet).

Tribulation.

2. The description of the woman in Rev

5. In Rev 12:9, John uses five names for

12:1 contains an allusion to Gen

Satan: a) “the great dragon”; b) “that an-

37:9-11, identifying the woman with the

cient serpent”; c) “the devil”; d) “Satan”;

fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant.

and e) “the deceiver of the whole world.”

3. The male child in Rev 12:5 is Jesus, the

6. Rev 12:9-12 records the second fall of

One who will “rule . . . with a rod of

Satan and his ultimate fall from heaven.

iron.” This phrase is also used to de-

Right now, Satan has access to God’s

scribe Christ at His Second Coming in

throne, which he uses to accuse the

Rev 19:15. It is initially used in Revela-

brethren. Eventually, Satan will wage

tion for the persevering overcomer in

war in heaven and ultimately be cast

Rev 2:27 who will rule the nations with a

down permanently to the earth. This

rod of iron. It is first used in Ps 2:9, a

likely will occur at the middle of the Tribulation and explains the dramatic in97

crease in Satan’s wrathful eﬀorts to

11. The Antichrist makes a seven-year

dominate the world and unprecedented

treaty with Israel and will break it when

anti-Semitism because he knows that

he will set himself up as god. He will be

“his time is short” (Rev 12:12).

permitted to rebel for 3½ years, but he

7. Note that the victory over Satan is won:
a) “by the blood of the Lamb”; b) “by the
word of their testimony”; and c) “for they
loved not their lives even unto death”
(Rev 12:11).
8. John includes many parallels between

will eventually fall.
12. Toussaint thinks that the beast will actually be killed, but points out that it
could also be a reference to a fatal military defeat. The same wording in the
GK text, however, refers to both the

Israel’s exodus from Egypt and her past

death of Christ in Rev 5:6 and to the

preservation in the wilderness, including

Antichrist’s wound in Rev 13:3. It is

rescue from water (the Red Sea; cf. Rev

more likely that the Antichrist will be

12:15), and this future flight.

killed in an eﬀort to duplicate Christ’s

9. Satan’s lack of success in completely annihilating all fleeing Jews causes him to
concentrate his attack on those who do
not flee. The remnant of Jews who believe in Jesus Christ becomes his special target.
10. Who is the “beast”? He is:

•
•
•
•
•

the Antichrist of 1 Jn 2:18;

resurrection.
13. Rev 13:4 asks the fifth of eight questions in Revelation. The questions emphasize the beast’s uniqueness (“[w]ho
is like the beast?”) and mightiness
(”who can fight against it?”). Rev 19:20
decisively answers the latter question.
14. The second beast is the false prophet.

the man of lawlessness and son of de-

As Christ had His forerunner, so Man of

struction of 2 Thes 2:3-4;

Sin has his. False imitation is his

the little horn of Dan 7:8;

method of operation: He is like a lamb
(Rev 5:6); he is like the two witnesses

the prince who is to come of Dan

(Rev 11:5); and he aspires to be like

9:26; and

God (Gen 2:7).

the beast from the bottomless pit of
Rev 17:7-14.

15. The false prophet’s powers include:

98

•

exercising all the authority of the first

19. Many see Rev 14 as an outline of the

beast in its presence;

•

making the earth and its inhabitants
worship the first beast;

•
•
•

performing great signs;
deceiving those who dwell on earth;
giving breath to the image of the
beast; and

•

causing all to be marked on the right
hand or the forehead with the number
of the beast.

16. The “image” of the beast is referenced
at least 10 times in Revelation. It is not
necessarily a likeness of the Antichrist,

End Times:

•
•
•
•

Godly remnant (Rev 14:1-5)
Gospel proclaimed (Rev 14:6-7)
Fall of Babylon (Rev 14:8)
Doom of all who worship the beast
(Rev 14:9-11)

•

Blessedness of the martyred saints
(Rev 14:12-13)

•
•

Harvest of judgment (Rev 14:14-18)
Wrath of God on the unbelieving
world (Rev 14:19-20)

20. Rev 14:4 defines our mission to-

but rather may be a symbol of his

day—to “follow the Lamb wherever He

power that becomes the center of false

goes.”

worship of the world ruler and the focal
point of the final state of apostasy.
17. The marking of the Antichrist’s follow-

21. Two harvests are pictured: a) of the
earth (Rev 14:15) and b) of the ripe
grapes (Rev 14:18-19). Some commen-

ers is a satanic imitation of the Rev 7:3

tators see the first harvest as one of be-

sealing of the 144,000. The mark

lievers, and most see the second as

serves as an identification necessary to

one of only unbelievers. This first har-

conduct business and to purchase the

vest may explain the Parable of the

necessities of life, thereby attempting

Weeds in Matt 13:36-43. The second

to force all people to worship the

harvest concerns “clusters from the

beast.

vine of the earth” destined for “the

18. The number of the beast most often is
described as 666, but a few GK manuscripts record the number as 616.

great winepress of the wrath of God.”
Contrast that passage with the pruning
of the branches in Jn 15:1-5.
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8! REV 15-16
The Bowl Judgments

Below: Jan van Eyck, Last
Judgment scene from Crucifixion and Last Judgment diptych
(Metropolitan Museum of Art,
New York City)
Attribution: Wikipedia

“Chapters 15 and 16 bring to consummation the chronologically ordered events leading up to the second coming
of Christ described in chapter 19. These events are ‘the
last seven plagues’ preceding the second coming of
Christ. As previously indicated, the chronological order of
events in Revelation is presented basically in the seven
seals (6:1-17; 8:1). The seventh seal includes all of the
seven trumpets (8:1–9:21; 11:15-19). The seven bowls of
divine judgment are included in the seventh trumpet. The
order of events forms a dramatic crescendo, the seventh
seal being all-inclusive of the end-time events, including
the seven trumpets, and the seventh trumpet including
the events described in the seven bowls. Christ then returns immediately after the seventh bowl. The intervening
sections such as 10:1–11:14; 13:1–14:20; 17:1–18:24 do
not advance the narrative chronologically. Chapter 19 follows immediately after chapter 16 in the chronological development.” Walvoord, Revelation at 231.
Rev 15 starts with another sign that calls to mind the
signs of Rev 12—the woman (Rev 12:1) and the great red
dragon (Rev 12:3). This sign is called “great and amazing”
and is of seven angels holding the seven final plagues
that complete the pouring out of God’s wrath in human
history.
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Rev 15 Insights

Constable describes Rev 15 as more of a

serves: “God did not leave His work of

prelude to Rev 16 than a conclusion to

redemption half competed, and He will

Rev 12-14. He notes that Rev 12-14 pro-

not leave His work of judgment half com-

phetically record historical information

pleted either.” Walvoord, Revelation at

about the Great Tribulation, but not in the

232.

chronological sequence of the Seal, Trumpet, and Bowl Judgments. Rev 15 is similar to Rev 8:1 in that it prepares for the
next set of judgments—the Bowls—and it
anticipates the resumption of the chronological progression of events on earth that
ended temporarily in Rev 11:19. Consta-

•

Rev 15:2—Evidently, Rev 15:2 refers to
martyrs slain under the hand of the Antichrist. Even though they were killed,
these martyrs are victorious. Their status
as martyrs is attested by the facts that
this is a scene in heaven and it occurs

ble’s Notes at Rev 15:8.

before the seven Bowl Judgments.

•

The “sea of glass mingled with fire” calls

Rev 15:1—This verse uses the words
“great and amazing” to describe this
sign in heaven. The phrase “great and
amazing” is also used in Rev 15:3.
These are the only times the words great
and amazing appear together as a de-

to mind the description of the throne of
God in Rev 4:6. Thomas calls it “an emblem of ‘the splendor and majesty of
God on His throne that set Him apart
from all His creation, a separation stem-

scriptive phrase in the NT.

ming from His purity and absolute holi-

That the wrath of God is “finished” calls

else.’” Thomas, Revelation 8-22, at 232,

to mind Jesus’ final words on the cross

quoting Thomas, Revelation 1-7, at 353.

in Jn 19:30 as He completed the work of
redemption. In both places John uses
the GK word τελέω (teleō), which means
to complete or finish. Walvoord ob-

ness, which He shares with no one

The sea is mingled with fire, “which
speaks of divine judgment proceeding
from God’s holiness.” Walvoord, Revela-
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tion at 233. Thomas calls this sea mingled with fire “a
mighty reservoir of just judgments about to become realities.” Thomas, Revelation 8-22, at 232.

•

Rev 15:3-4—There are two songs of Moses praising God’s
mighty works, faithfulness, and deliverance—one in Ex
15:1-18 and another in Deut 32. This may refer to the
Deut 32 song because it is a song of judgment, fitting to introduce the seven Bowls. Note particularly how the words

The Bowl plagues
“reprise in varied
ways the plagues of
Egypt. These
similarities suggest
that God’s purpose
in both series of
judgments is the
same: to punish
godless idolaters
and to liberate the
godly for future
blessing and
service.”

of Deut 32:39-43 fit with God’s End Times judgments. And
Moses promises that the Lord will vindicate His people, a
theme that fits well with the End TImes. (cf. Deut 32:35-36).
The “song of the Lamb” reveals at least seven characteristics of the Lamb. He is: 1) almighty, 2) just, 3) true, 4) King,
5) holy, 6) worthy of worship, and 7) righteous.

•

Rev 15:5—“The ‘tabernacle of testimony’ refers to the temple as the building that housed God’s law, which the earth
dwellers disregard. God was now going to hold them to it
and judge them by it.” Constable’s Notes at Rev 15:5.

•

Rev 15:6—“The angels’ clean linen garments represent holiness and righteousness (cf. Rev 19:8, 14), and their golden
sashes mark them as on a punitive mission (cf. the descrip-

Tom Constable,
Notes on Revelation at
Rev 15:1.

tion of the Son of Man in Rev 1:13). Constable’s Notes at
Rev 15:6. Thomas observes: “The purity of their clothing befits the [punitive] purpose of their mission which is purification” of the earth. Thomas, Revelation 8-22, at 242-43.

•

Rev 15:8—The mention of the temple in heaven relates this
to the seventh Trumpet in Rev 11:19. It seems that Rev 15:8
takes up in the End Times chronology where Rev 11:19 left
oﬀ.
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Rev 16 Insights

Bowl Judgments
Bowl 1—Sores (Rev
16:2)

and blasphemy from the heart and

Plagues of Egypt

mouths of men rather than fear and

Plague 6—Boils (Ex
9:8-11)

reverence and trust. They are hardening plagues that God uses to His own

Bowl 2—Sea to blood
(Rev 16:3)

No similar plague

Bowl 3—Rivers and
springs to blood (Rev
16:4)

Plague 1—Nile River to
blood (Ex 7:20-21)

glory.
b) “But these plagues (Bowl Judgments)
will crush man’s rebellion and remove
the rebellious from the earth. The com-

Bowl 4—Scorching
heat (Rev 16:8-9)

No similar plague

Bowl 5—Darkness
(Rev 16:10)

Plague 9—Darkness
(Ex 10:21-23)

the return of Christ with His armies

Bowl 6—Frog demons
(Rev 16:12-14)

Plague 2—Frogs
(Ex 8:2-6)

13:40-43; Rev 19:11-21).” Keathley,

Bowl 7—Earthquake
and hailstones
(Rev 16:17-21)

Plague 7—Hail (Ex
9:18-26)

pletion of this will be accomplished by
(Ezek 20:38; Joel 3:2-17; Matt
The Bowl Judgments (Rev 16:1-21):
Studies in Revelation (bible.org,
7.4.2004).

“These last seven judgments cause the fur-

The Bowl Judgments raise the same issue

ther hardening of the hearts of men. Re-

as the Egyptian plagues: Who is the true

member they are called plagues and have

God? These last seven judgments will an-

much the same result on the world as the

swer that question definitively.

plagues of Egypt had on Pharaoh. These
plagues will show:

•

Rev 16:1—The frequent use of the GK
adjective μέγας (megas, great) in this

a) “The total rebellion and independence

chapter (11 times out of a total of 80

of the creature to his Creator. Be-

uses in the Book of Revelation) indicates

cause of the callousness and harden-

the unusual severity and intensity of the

ing built up in the hearts of men,
these judgments will result in anger
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Bowl Judgments. Constable’s Notes at

the boils inflicted on the Egyptians in

Rev 16:1.

Exodus. The sores persist at least
through the fifth Bowl (Rev 16:11).

The ESV translators rendered this word:
✓ “loud” in Rev 16:1, 17

•

Bowls follow the pattern of the second

✓ “fierce” in Rev 16:9

and third Trumpets (cf. Rev 8:9; Ex

✓ “great” in Rev 16:12, 14, 18 (twice);

7:20-21). Though they are similar, there
are significant diﬀerences in the Bowl

Rev 16:19 (twice); and Rev 16:21

Judgments:

✓ “severe” in Rev 16:21

✓ All the sea turns to blood in the Bowl

The word μέγας also occurs nine times

Judgment, but only a third of the sea

in Rev 18, which may be an elaboration

turned to blood in the corresponding

on the seventh Bowl Judgment intro-

Trumpet.

duced in Rev 16:17-21. Constable’s
Notes at Rev 16:1.

✓ The second Bowl kills all the living
things in the sea, while the second

The seven Bowls are poured out without

Trumpet impacted only a third.

any grace interruption. All seven angels

•

Rev 16:3-4—The second and third

holding the Bowls are commissioned at

The earth dwellers have rejected the Liv-

the same time, implying the rapid “pour-

ing Water that Jesus oﬀers (Jn 4:10; Rev

ing out on the earth the seven bowls of

7:17). Now the waters they depend on

the wrath of God” (Rev 16:1).

for sustenance have turned to the blood
of judgment on them. As Rev 16:6 poign-

Rev 16:2—The first Bowl inflicts sores

antly concludes: “For they have shed

on only those who have the mark of the

the blood of saints and prophets, and

beast. The reference to the mark of the

you have given them blood to drink. It is

beast confirms that this judgment oc-

what they deserve!”

curs in the last 3½ years of the Tribulation. The first Bowl is perhaps similar to
the sixth plague of Ex 9:8-10. In fact, the

•

Rev 16:7—The voices of the altar are
likely those identified in the fifth Seal

GK for sores (ἕλκος, elkos) found in Rev

(Rev 6:9) as Tribulation martyrs who

16:2 is also used in the Septuagint for

cried out: “O Sovereign Lord, holy and

104

true, how long before you will judge and

luctantly, He will turn them over to the

avenge our blood on those who dwell on

desires of their hearts.

the earth?” Their cry for justice is being
answered in full in Rev 16.

•

•

fifth Bowl brings literal darkness. He
Rev 16:8—The fierce heat of the fourth

notes: “The weakness of the figurative

Bowl gives a foretaste of the coming

interpretations is that the fifth trumpet

lake of fire and calls to mind the proph-

judgment apparently involved literal dark-

ecy of Mal 4:1: “For behold, the day is

ness (Rev 9:2), as did the ninth Egyptian

coming, burning like an oven, when all

plague (Ex 10:21-22). God also dark-

the arrogant and all evildoers will be

ened Jerusalem when Jesus Christ died

stubble. The day that is coming shall set

on the cross (Matt 27:45; Mk 15:33; Lk

them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so

23:44). Since the beast’s kingdom is

that it will leave them neither root nor

worldwide, this darkening apparently

branch.” This Bowl will result in true

amounts to a global judgment. Perhaps

global warming.

the faithful remnant will remain unaffected by this judgment, as it did earlier

The GK text of this verse includes a defi-

in Egypt (cf. Ex 10:23).” Constable’s

nite article before the word ἄνθρωπος

Notes at Rev 16:10.

(anthrōpos; men, people), likely indicating that it is the same people identified

•

Rev 16:12—The drying up of the Euphra-

in Rev 16:2 as bearing the mark of the

tes in the sixth Bowl anticipates the Ar-

beast who alone are subjected to this

mageddon campaign of Rev 16:16.

Bowl as well. Similarly, the Egyptian
plagues did not aﬀect the Israelites. See

•

Rev 16:13—Note the reference to the satanic counterfeit trinity: dragon, beast,

Ex 8:22; 9:6, 11, 26; 10:23; 12:23.

•

Rev 16:10—Constable argues that the

and false prophet, who each play a role
Rev 16:9—Still, the people cursed God
and did not repent, just like in Rev
9:20-21 and again in Rev 16:10, 21. Like

in the Armageddon Campaign.

•

Rev 16:14—Many commentators agree

Pharaoh before them, the earth dwellers

that the drying up of the Euphrates River

of the Tribulation will repeatedly harden

is a prelude for the great war that cli-

their hearts against God. Finally, and re-

maxes in the Second Coming of Christ.
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Above: Looking toward the Jezreel Valley (Author’s photo 2019)

For Armageddon, think war or campaign, not battle. It is not

Napoleon once said

an isolated military engagement, but rather a campaign likely

of the Plain of

lasting several months. In fact, Fruchtenbaum calls it “the war

Esdraelon: “All the
armies of the world
could maneuver their
forces on this vast
plain.”

of the great day of God, the Almighty,” taking the title from the
closing words of Rev 16:14. Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of
the Messiah at 311. Walvoord points out that it “is a climax of
a series of military events described in Dan 11:40-45, where
the reference to the ‘news from the east’ (11:44) may have this
invasion in view.” Walvoord, Revelation at 246.

•Rev 16:15—This is Blessing #3, given to the one who stays
awake and ready for Jesus’ return. The phrase “like a thief” is used at least five times in
the NT. Each use is a warning to be ready for Christ’s return: 1 Thes 5:2, 4; 2 Pet 3:10;
Rev 3:3, 16:15; cf. Matt 24:43-44.

•

Rev 16:16—Why will the armies gather at Armageddon? Possible solutions include:
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✓ To rebel against the Man of Sin (cf. Dan 11:44).
✓ To fight against Christ because they can see His sign in
the sky (Matt 24:30; Ps 2:2).
✓ A combination of the first two options.
✓ To fight against the converted Jews in Israel (Rev 11:13).
The campaign is one that will likely be fought over a 200-

Armageddon is

mile area up and down from this vital location. Walvoord,

Greek word for the
Hebrew name Har
Megiddo. It means
“mountain of
Megiddo.” Megiddo
is located at an
important crossroad
in the Jezreel Valley
and was the scene of
many important
battles in Israel’s
history, as it will
once again be in the
End Times.

Revelation at 248.

See John Walvoord,
Revelation at 247-48.

•

Rev 16:17—John is very precise in describing where each
of the seven angels pours his bowl. The seventh angel, interestingly, pours his bowl in the air, the only one to do so. All
the other bowls are poured out on the earth or the sun.
Commentators have speculated that because Satan is described as “the prince of the power of the air” (Eph 2:2), the
seventh angel is purifying another of Satan’s former domains. Walvoord adds: “It is also clear that the control of
the air as well as space has become increasingly important
in military matters. Undoubtedly, air and space travel will
continue to increase rather than decrease as the end of the
age comes upon the world.” Walvoord, Revelation at 249.

•

Rev 16:18—This earthquake will be the big one: “a great
earthquake such as there had never been since man was
on the earth, so great was that earthquake” (Rev 16:18). It
will destroy cities and completely rearrange the topography
of the world. In the words of Rev 16:20: “every island fled
away,” and “no mountains were to be found.”

•

Rev 16:19—What is "the great city"?
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Ruins at Tel Megiddo (Author’s photo 2012)

✓ It could be Jerusalem (see Zech 14:4), called “the great city” in Rev 11:8.
✓ Others say it is Babylon (see Rev 17:18 and 18:10, 21 where Babylon is called “the
great city”). Also note how often Babylon is referred to as "Babylon the great" (Rev
14:8; 16:19; 17:5).
✓ If “great city” is a reference to Babylon, then Rev 16:19 anticipates the final fall of
Babylon in Rev 18.

•

Rev 16:21—The final punctuation of the seventh Bowl is an unprecedented storm of
100-pound hailstones. The largest hailstone recorded to date in the United States fell
near Vivian, South Dakota, on July 23, 2010. It was eight inches in diameter and
weighed almost two pounds. Burt, World’s Largest Hailstones (wunderground.com,
4.30.2011).
Needless to say, this huge hail will demolish anything left standing by the earthquake
and brings the entire world to account. But Rev 16:21 makes it clear that the people will
remain unrepentant to the end and will curse God because of the severity of the hail.
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Rev 15-16 Summary

1. Think of Rev 15 as a prelude to Rev 16.

of the Bowl Judgments. The ESV transla-

It is similar to Rev 8:1 in that it prepares

tors rendered this word: “loud,” “fierce,”

for the next set of judgments—the

“great,” and “severe.”

Bowls—and it anticipates the resumption of the chronological progression of
events on earth that ended temporarily
with the seventh Trumpet in Rev 11:19.
2. That the wrath of God is “finished” calls
to mind Jesus’ final words on the cross
in Jn 19:30 as He completed the work of
redemption. Walvoord observes: “God
did not leave His work of redemption
half completed, and He will not leave
His work of judgment half completed either.”
3. These last seven judgments are called
plagues and have much the same hardening result on the world as the plagues
of Egypt had on Pharaoh. The Bowl
Judgments raise the same issue as in
the Egyptian plagues: Who is the true
God? These last seven judgments will
definitively answer that question.
4. The frequent use of the GK adjective

5. The seven Bowls are poured out without
grace interruption. The seven angels
holding the Bowls are commissioned at
the same time, underscoring the rapid
way in which the Bowls are poured out.
6. The first Bowl inflicts sores on only
those who have the mark of the beast,
which confirms that this judgment occurs in the last 3½ years of the Tribulation. The sores persist at least through
the fifth Bowl (Rev 16:11).
7. Although the second and third Bowls follow the pattern of the second and third
Trumpets, there are some significant differences: For example, all the sea turns
to blood in the Bowl Judgment, but only
a third of the sea turned to blood in the
corresponding Trumpet. The second
Bowl kills all the living things in the sea,
while the second Trumpet impacted only
a third.

μέγας (megas) in Rev 16 (11 times) indicates the unusual severity and intensity
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8. The voices of the altar in Rev 16:7 are likely those identified
in the fifth Seal as Tribulation martyrs who cried out for justice in Rev 6:10. Their cry for justice is being answered in
full in Rev 16.
9. The fierce heat of the fourth Bowl gives a foretaste of the
coming lake of fire and fulfills the prophecy of Mal 4:1. But
the people still cursed God and did not repent. Like Pharaoh before them, the earth dwellers of the Tribulation will repeatedly harden their hearts against God. Finally, He will
turn them over to the desires of their hearts.

The Campaign of
Armageddon can be
divided into eight
stages, and this, in
turn, will facilitate an
understanding of the
sequence of events.
Arnold Fruchtenbaum,
The Footsteps of the
Messiah at 309.

10. Many commentators agree that the drying up of the Euphrates River is a prelude for the great war that climaxes
in the Second Coming of Christ. So think war or campaign, not battle. It is not an isolated military engagement,
but rather a campaign likely lasting several months.
11. Rev 16:15 contains Blessing #3 given to the one who
stays awake and ready for Jesus’ return. The phrase “like
a thief” is used at least five times in the NT. Each use is a
warning to be ready for Christ’s return.
12. Armageddon is GK for the Hebrew name Har Megiddo. It
means mountain of Megiddo. Megiddo is located at an important crossroad in Israel and was the scene of many important OT battles, as it will once again be in the End
Times when the Armageddon campaign is fought over a
200-mile area up and down from this vital location.
13. John is very precise in describing where each of the seven
angels pours his bowl. The seventh angel, interestingly,
pours his bowl in the air, the only one to do so. All the
other bowls are poured out on the earth or the sun. Com-
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mentators have speculated that because Satan is described as “the prince of the
power of the air” (Eph 2:2), the seventh angel is purifying another of Satan’s former domains.
14. The earthquake in Rev 16:18 will be the big one: “a great earthquake such as there
had never been since man was on the earth, so great was that earthquake.” It will destroy cities and completely rearrange the topography of the world (“every island fled
away” and “no mountains were to be found”).
15. The final punctuation of the seventh Bowl is an unprecedented storm of 100-pound
hailstones. The largest hailstone recorded to date in the United States weighed almost
two pounds. Needless to say, this 100-pound hail will demolish anything left standing
by the earthquake and bringing the entire world to account. But Rev 16:21 makes it
clear that the people will remain unrepentant to the end and will curse God because of
the severity of the hail.

Above: On the Mount of Precipice near Nazareth looking south
at Mount Tabor and the Jezreel Valley (Author’s photo 2008)
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9! REV 17-18
Destruction of Babylon

Below: Wilhelm von Kaulbach
The Destruction of Jerusalem
(Neue Pinakothek, Munich)
Attribution: Wikipedia

Rev 17—Religious Babylon

Rev 18—Political/Commercial Babylon

Focus: Babylon as a system

Focus: Babylon as a city

Timing: Falls by middle of Tribulation

Timing: Falls at the end of the Tribulation

Destroyer: The beast & his kings

Destroyer: Jesus at His Second Coming

Result: No mourning

Result: Great mourning
Walvoord, Revelation at 270.
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Rev 17 Insights

•

Rev 17:1-6—Who or what is the “great

sus Christ, which is also described as

prostitute”?

a mystery (cf. Eph 5:32).
✓ She is drunk on the blood of saints,

✓ She sits on many waters (Rev 17:1,

who are martyrs for Jesus (Rev 17:6).

15). Verse 15 explains that the “many
waters” are “peoples and multitudes

✓ In short, she is religious Babylon, a

and nations and languages.” Thus,

false religious system and the only

she has worldwide appeal and partici-

form of a world church recognized in

pation.

the Bible. In this apostate form, she is

✓ She sits on a scarlet beast (Rev

destined to come into power after the

17:3), which is the beast of Rev

true Church has been raptured. Built

13:1-8 (cf. Dan 7:7, 20, 24), and may

on the apostate church after the Rap-

represent the Revived Roman Empire.

ture, she is called the great prostitute

The phrase “sitting on” connotes that

because of her spiritual unfaithful-

the woman is supported by the

ness.

beast’s political power and at least

✓ As the “mother of prostitutes,” she

outwardly controls the beast. This de-

has given birth to a federation of apos-

piction makes it likely that Rev 17 is a

tate religions.

flashback relating events that occur
before the time of Rev 13 when the
beast has assumed world power and

•

of eight questions in Revelation.

demands to be worshiped. Thus, the
events of Rev 17 likely occur in the
first half of the Tribulation.
✓ She is a mystery (Rev 17:5) and a
counterfeit of the true Church of Je-

Rev 17:7—This verse poses the seventh

•

Rev 17:8—John explains further who
the beast is: “The beast that you saw
was, and is not, and is about to rise
from the bottomless pit and go to destruction.”
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The description “was, and is not” may refer to the beast receiving what seems like a fatal wound (see Rev 13:3, 12,
14). Commentators are split on whether the beast or his system of world government is the one fatally wounded. But it
seems unlikely that Satan would pass up a chance to imitate the greatest event in history—the resurrection of Jesus—by reviving or resuscitating the Antichrist.
Walvoord says that there are three diﬀerent entities referred
to in this verse: 1) Satan, who is the only one who actually

Spiritual apostasy,

comes from the abyss; 2) the Antichrist, the future world

which is seen in its
latent form today, will
flower in its ultimate
form in this future
“superchurch” that
will apparently engulf
all Christendom in
the period after the
rapture of the
church.

ruler; and 3) the Antichrist’s world government. Walvoord
thinks it is the world government, and not the Antichrist,
that is miraculously revived. Walvoord, Revelation at 260.
Ryrie and Hitchcock, on the other hand, conclude that it is
the Antichrist himself who is revived. Ryrie, Revelation at
96; Hitchcock, The End at 322-28.

•

Rev 17:9—“The seven hills of Rome (Aventine, Caelian,
Capitoline, Esquiline, Palatine, Quirinal, Viminal) became an
identity marker for the city, so that when John in Revelation
makes reference to the ‘seven hills’ (Rev 17:9), his audience
understands he is alluding to the ‘great city’ (Rev 17:18).”

John Walvoord,
Revelation at 259.

Baker Illustrated Bible Handbook at 744. This reference
leads some to believe that the world apostate church will be
based in Rome.
Walvoord, however, prefers to view the seven mountains as
seven successive kingdoms. Walvoord, Revelation at 26162. Constable agrees, as does Thomas. Constable’s Notes
at Rev 17:9; Thomas, Revelation 8-22, at 296.

•

Rev 17:10-11—John explains that seven heads are both
seven mountains and also seven kings, or the personifica114

tion of those kingdoms. Those seven

•

•

•

Rev 17:15—John explains the symbol-

successive kingdoms include: 1) Egypt,

ism of the “waters,” which is first used in

2) Assyria, 3) Babylon, 4) Medo-Persia,

Rev 17:1. The “waters” represent the

5) Greece, 6) Rome, and 7) Revived Ro-

multitudes of the world. Walvoord

man Empire (in the first half of the Tribu-

makes the point that “when water is

lation). Kingdom nos. 1-5 had fallen by

mentioned in Revelation, it should be

John’s time. The eighth kingdom is that

taken literally. The fact that a symbolic

of the Antichrist, who will rule during the

meaning is assigned to it here is the ex-

last half of the Tribulation. Walvoord,

ception to the usual rule.” Walvoord,

Revelation at 262-63.

Revelation at 264.

Rev 17:12—The 10 horns are the 10

•

Rev 17:16—Ultimately, the Antichrist

kings joined in a confederacy to rule si-

and his confederation of 10 kings or

multaneously under the control of the An-

kingdoms will hate the prostitute, the

tichrist and during his final world empire.

world apostate religious system, and will

Walvoord, Revelation at 264.

destroy it by the middle of the Tribulation to clear the way for the Antichrist to

Rev 17:14—This verse makes it clear

demand worldwide worship. The fact

that, even though the Antichrist and his

that there are still 10 kings in the beast’s

confederation “will make war on the

confederation underscores that the

Lamb,” there is no doubt about the ulti-

events of Rev 17 occur at or before the

mate outcome. The Lamb will conquer

midpoint of the Tribulation. At some

them because He is the Lord of lords

point in the Tribulation, however, three of

and the King of kings, which all will one

the kings of the beast’s confederation

day acknowledge (Phil 2:10-11).

apparently revolt against him and are destroyed (see Dan 7:7-8).

Rev 17:14 tells us that the “called and
chosen and faithful” will accompany the
Lamb as He conquers the Antichrist’s
confederation—another indication that
the Church will be a part of the Lamb’s
heavenly armies at His Second Coming

•

Rev 17:17—“Scripture indicates that
God sovereignly permits the growth of
evil until its cup of sin overflows.” Walvoord, Revelation at 266.

(cf. Rev 19:14).
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•

Rev 17:18—Walvoord reads the "great city" as a reference to a world religious system.
Babylon is a mystery, not a literal city (Rev 17:5). Walvoord, Revelation at 266.
The focus of Rev 17 is “the age-old apostate religious system and its relation to government during the seven-year Tribulation period. During the first half of the Tribulation, it
will be an ecumenical, worldwide body that will stand above government and will be aggressively hostile to true believers in God. At the end of the Great Tribulation, the Antichrist will terminate it and demand universal worship of himself.” Constable’s Notes at
Rev 17:18.
It is only natural to compare and contrast the counterfeit world religious system (religious Babylon) with the true Church, which is the Bride of the Lamb. The following table
captures pertinent attributes of each recorded in Rev 17 and 19:

Religious Babylon (Rev 17) vs. Bride of the Lamb (Rev 19)
Great prostitute (17:1)

Bride of the Lamb (19:7)

Seated on many waters and on the scarlet
beast (17:1, 3, 15)

Has made herself ready (19:7)

Arrayed in purple and scarlet and adorned with
gold and jewels and pearls (17:4)

Clothed with fine linen, bright and pure (19:8)

Holding in her hand a golden cup full of
abominations and the impurities of her sexual
immorality (17:4)

Her fine linen is the righteous deeds of the
saints (19:8)

On her forehead was written a name of
mystery: Babylon the great, mother of
prostitutes and of earth’s abominations (17:5)

Her marriage to the Lamb results in rejoicing,
exaltation, and worship (19:6-7)

Drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of
the martyrs of Jesus (17:6)

Blessed are those who are invited to the
marriage supper of the Lamb (19:9)

Utterly destroyed—desolate and naked,
devoured, burned up with fire (17:16)

Rides with the Lamb in the armies of heaven
(19:14)

Great city that has dominion over the kings of
the earth (17:8)

Related by marriage to One who has dominion
to strike down the nations and rule them with a
rod of iron (19:15)
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Rev 18 Insights

To understand Rev 18, it is helpful to think

✓ “burning” (Rev 18:8, 9, 18)

of Babylon as representing perhaps a real

✓ “torment” (Rev 18:7, 10, 15)

city, but also a system that has been op-

✓ “laid waste” (Rev 18:17, 19)

posed to the values of God since its founding by Nimrod in Gen 10:8-10, 11:4, 8-9.

✓ “stand far oﬀ” (Rev 18:10, 15, 17)

Today, we use the term “Wall Street” to re-

✓ “judged/judgment” (Rev 18:8, 10, 20)

fer both to a literal street in New York City

✓ “no more” (Rev 18:14, 21-23)

and also to the influential stock markets
and financial interests of the U.S. econ-

Here is an outline of Rev 18 that will aid in

omy. Thus, “Wall Street” in a sense is both

understanding what is happening:

a street and a system of commercial enter✓ Angelic Announcement of Judgment

prise.

(Rev 18:1-8)

While Rev 17 focused on religious aspects

✓ Reaction of Monarchs (Rev 18:9-10)

of this system called Babylon, Rev 18 fo-

✓ Reaction of Merchants (Rev

cuses on the commercial aspect. In Rev

18:11-17a)

17 the Antichrist and his allies destroy religious Babylon. But it is God who judges

✓ Reaction of Mariners (Rev 18:17b-19)

and destroys commercial Babylon (Rev

✓ Reaction of Heaven (Rev 18:20-24)

18:8).
Note the repetition of certain phrases or
ideas in Rev 18 that highlight the speed
and devastation of God’s judgment against
commercial Babylon:
✓ “in a single day/hour” (Rev 18:8, 10,
17, 19)

•

Rev 18:2—The same language (“Fallen,
fallen is Babylon the great!”) is also
found at Rev 14:8. “Fallen” is in the GK
aorist tense, indicating “a sudden event
viewed as complete, though the context
would indicate a future event.” Walvoord, Revelation at 269.
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The fallen Babylon becomes “a dwelling place for demons”
and a haunt for every unclean spirit, unclean bird (Isa
34:11-15; Matt 13:32), and unclean and detestable beast.
Walvoord sees this threefold description as “a reference to
fallen angels in their various characteristics as demons and
evil spirits . . . .” Walvoord, Revelation at 271. To understand
the reference to “unclean bird,” see Matt 13:4, 19 where the
birds are used as symbols for the evil one in the Parable of
the Soils.

•

Rev 18:5-7—God remembers and repays. First, it is time to
balance the scales of justice. Babylon’s sins are heaped as
high as heaven. The GK word for heaped “can suggest
something piled up like bricks in a building, an allusion to

The principle of

the tower of Babel that began the evil career of ancient

Rev 18 is that God
will destroy all
human wealth that is
not used in
obedience to Him.

Babylon (Gen 11:5-9).” Walvoord, Revelation at 272. God remembers all her iniquities, and then He repays double for
her deeds because she glorifies herself.

•

Rev 18:8—“For this reason her plagues will come in a single day”: The beast and 10 horns will destroy religious
Babylon as prophesied in Rev 17:16-17. But God will destroy commercial Babylon in a single day (see also Rev
18:10, 17, 19). Note well the swiftness of God’s judgment.

•

Rev 18:9-10—The Monarchs, the kings of the earth who
have grown rich through immoral alliances with commercial
Babylon, will weep and wail over her sudden demise.

•

Rev 18:11-17a—Then, the Merchants of the earth will similarly weep and mourn because no one will be left to buy
their cargo. John identifies at least 28 diﬀerent categories of
goods, concluding with humans sold in slavery. This exten-
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•

sive list reinforces the luxurious nature

ment. No more sound is heard from

of trade with commercial Babylon. She

seven things: harpists, musicians, flute

literally has all the world has to oﬀer, but

players, trumpeters, mills, bridegrooms,

it will be destroyed in a single day, even

or brides. “The very silence of the city is

a single hour.

a testimony to God’s devastating judg-

Rev 18:17b-19—Finally, the Mariners
cry, weep, and mourn over the destruc-

•

Rev 18:23-24—The final two verses outline at least three reasons for commer-

dust over their heads, a symbol of great

cial Babylon’s destruction: 1) Her mer-

grief in the OT (Lam 2:10).

chants glorified themselves instead of

Rev 18:18—The Mariners ask the eighth
tion (see Rev 5:2), “What city was like
the great city?” Their question implies
an answer that no city can match Babylon in its material greatness. Constable’s
Notes at Rev 18:18.

•

•

tion of commercial Babylon, throwing

and final of the eight questions in Revela-

•

ment.” Walvoord, Revelation at 278.

God (Rev 18:23c); 2) she deceived the
world into idolatry through sorcery (Rev
18:23d); and 3) she persecuted the Tribulation saints (Rev 18:24). For a comprehensive discussion of the reasons for
the destruction of commercial Babylon,
see Beale, The Book of Revelation at
921-24.

Rev 18:20—The verse draws a sharp

Commercial Babylon will be destroyed in

contrast between the reactions of the

connection with the Armageddon Cam-

Monarchs, Merchants, and Mariners and

paign. With the close of Rev 18, John has

the response of God’s people to the

walked us through the Seal, Trumpet, and

judgment on commercial Babylon.

Bowl Judgments; identified the players in

God’s people are told to rejoice because

the End Times drama; given an overview

God has given judgment for them

of the things to come; and shown the ulti-

against her! In fact, the GK verb for re-

mate demise of the satanic system of

joice is in the imperative mood, indicat-

world religion, commerce, and govern-

ing a command.

ment. Now the stage is set for the climac-

Rev 18:22-23—The GK word φωνή
(phōnē) means sound or voice. Silence

tic event of the Book of Revelation—the
Second Coming of Jesus Christ.

characterizes Babylon after its judg119

Rev 17-18 Summary

Rev 17

Rev 18

1. The great prostitute is religious Babylon,

1. Babylon the great of Rev 18 refers to the

an apostate world religious system that

commercial and economic system that

persecutes true believers in Christ.

Babylon represents.

2. For some time in the first half of the

2. The repetition of certain phrases in Rev

Tribulation, the Antichrist and his 10-

18 highlight the speed and devastation

kingdom confederation support religious

of God’s judgment against commercial

Babylon and even seem to be controlled

Babylon.

by her.
3. To clear the way for his demand for universal worship, the Antichrist and his
confederation destroy religious Babylon
by the midpoint of the Tribulation.
4. God is sovereign over these events, and

3. The principle of Rev 18: God will destroy
all human wealth that is not used in obedience to Him.
4. God remembers and repays. Babylon’s
sins are heaped as high as heaven. God
remembers all her iniquities, and then

the Lamb, accompanied by His “called

He repays double for her deeds because

and chosen and faithful” ones, will con-

she glorifies herself.

quer the Antichrist and his confederation.

5. Rev 18 draws a sharp contrast between
the reactions of the Monarchs, Merchants, and Mariners, who mourn the destruction of commercial Babylon, and
the response of God’s people, who rejoice because God has given judgment
against her!
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10! REV 19
The Second Coming

Below: Michelangelo, The Ceiling of the Sistine Chapel
(The Vatican, Rome)
Attribution: Wikipedia

Rev 19 begins with a scene of rejoicing

and proclaim that His judgments are true

and worship in heaven. It is only appropri-

and just—fitting praise to precede the Sec-

ate that the chapter of Jesus’ Second Com-

ond Coming, the greatest judicial act in hu-

ing should begin with loud praise from the

man history.

multitude of heaven. They celebrate God
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Above: Diagram of the
paintings on the ceiling
of the Sistine Chapel
Attribution: Wikipedia

•

Rev 19:1—Μετὰ ταῦτα (“After this”)—This introductory
phrase reminds us once again that we are in the third and
final section of things that John was commanded to write in
Rev 1:19: “those [things] that are to take place after this.”
Note that John records in Rev 19 four songs of praise for
God, each beginning with “Halleluah”: 1) Rev 19:1-2, 2) Rev
19:3; 3) Rev 19:4-5; and 4) Rev 19:6-8.
The multitude cries out, “Halleluah!”, which means “praise
the Lord.” This word is used only four times in the NT, and
the four uses occur in Rev 19:1, 3, 4, 6. In the OT, hallelujah
“usually has some connection with the punishment of the
ungodly, as it does here (e.g., Ps 104:35).” Constable’s
Notes at Rev 19:1.
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•

This is the same group ("multitude") as

Let’s take a moment to examine what has

in Rev 7:9. The saints here speak with a

been happening in heaven during the

loud voice (Rev 7:10), praising God in

events of the Tribulation Period. First, an

three great words: 1) salvation, 2) glory,

event not even mentioned in Revelation oc-

and 3) power. In the GK text of the pas-

curs—the Judgment Seat of Christ in

sage, the definite article occurs before

which Jesus Himself will evaluate the

each of the words, emphasizing “the

works of His Bride, the Church Age believ-

uniqueness of God's possession of

ers in Him. Once the believers’ works are

these attributes.” Walvoord, Revelation

evaluated and rewards distributed, then

at 281.

preparations will begin for the marriage

Rev 19:2—God is now balancing the
scales of justice by exacting the judgments His people have cried out for. The
multitude celebrates that God “has
judged the great prostitute.” This judg-

of the Lamb. Both the Judgment Seat and
the preparation for the wedding feast will
likely occur before the Second Coming of
Christ described in Revelation 19:11-21.

ment is a fulfillment of Rev 18:20. Simi-

Remember, too, that we have seen other

larly, the statement that God has

events occurring in heaven throughout the

“avenged on her the blood of his ser-

Tribulation period in Rev 4-5; 6:9-11;

vants” is a fulfillment of Rev 6:10. “The

7:9-17; 11:15-19; 12:7-12; 14:1-5 &

outpouring of God’s wrath on the earth-

15:1-8.

dwellers will come as a consequence of
believers’ petitions (cf. Rev 5:8; 6:9-11;
8:3-5; 9:13; 10:6; 14:18; 16:7; 19:2).”
Constable's Notes at Rev 19:2.

•

supper (also known as the wedding feast)

These two events for the Church—that is,
all people who have trusted in Christ from
the beginning of the Church at the Day of
Pentecost until the removal of the Church

Rev 19:5—The word Praise in GK is a

from the earth at the Rapture—will prepare

present active imperative. It is a com-

her to celebrate and cherish properly her

mand to keep on praising our God. And

union with Jesus forever (1 Thes 4:17).

it is given to His servants, those who
fear Him—that is, those with an attitude of
reverence, awe, amazement, and love toward our Heavenly Father.
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The Judgment Seat of Christ

The Judgment Seat of Christ is discussed

•

The Apostle Paul describes the believer

in at least three places in the NT: 1 Cor

as a competitor in a spiritual contest. As

3:10-15; 2 Cor 5:10; and Rom 14:10-12. It

the victorious Grecian athlete appeared

is alluded to in Luke 21:36 and John

before the Bema to receive his perish-

14:1-3.

able award, so the Christian will appear

•

before Christ’s Bema to receive his im-

The GK word βῆμα (bēma) is translated

perishable award. The judge at the

“judgment seat” and also appears in

Bema bestowed rewards to the victors.

Matt 27:19 and Jn 19:13 where it is used

He did not whip the losers. Neither did

to describe the place from which Pilate
issued his judgment on Jesus. It is also
found in Acts 12:21; 18:12, 16-17; 25:6,

•

he sentence them to hard labor.

•

In other words, it is a reward seat and

10, 17 where it describes the raised plat-

portrays a time of rewards or loss of re-

form upon which a Roman magistrate or

wards following examination, but it is

governor sat to make decisions and

not a time of punishment when believers

pass sentence.

are judged for their sins. Such would be
inconsistent with the finished work of

This word was taken from the Isthmian

Christ on the cross because He paid the

games in which contestants would com-

penalty in full for our sins. Romans 8:1

pete for the prize under the careful scru-

also confirms that there is no condemna-

tiny of judges who would make sure that
every rule of the contest was obeyed (cf.
2 Tim 2:5). The victor of an event who

tion for those who are in Christ Jesus.

•

Lewis Sperry Chafer, the founder of Dal-

participated according to the rules was

las Theological Seminary, writes con-

led by the judge to the platform called

cerning the Bema, “It cannot be too

the Bema. There, the laurel wreath was

strongly emphasized that this judgment

placed on his head as a symbol of vic-

is unrelated to the problem of sin, that it

tory (cf. 1 Cor 9:24-25).

is more for the bestowing of rewards
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than for the rejection of failure; and it is clearly asserted in
1 Corinthians 4:5 that, in spite of all failure, every [Christian]
shall have praise of God. Additional Scriptures bearing on
this particular judgment are Romans 14:10; Ephesians 6:8;
2 Timothy 4:8; Revelation 22:12.” Chafer, 4 Systematic Theology at 406.

The issue here [at
the Judgment Seat]
is not success or
amount of success,
but rather the
question of
faithfulness in using
properly what God
has given to an
individual Christian.

•

With reference to sin, Scripture teaches that the child of
God under grace shall not come into judgment (Jn 3:18,
5:24, 6:37; Rom 5:1, 8:1; 1 Cor 11:32); in his standing before God, and on the ground that the penalty for all sin—
past, present, and future (Col 2:13)—has been borne by
Christ as the perfect Substitute, the believer is not only
placed beyond condemnation, but being in Christ is accepted in the perfection of Christ (1 Cor 1:30; Eph 1:6; Col
2:10; Heb 10:14) and loved of God as Christ is loved (Jn
17:23). Chafer, Major Bible Themes (rev. Walvoord) at 282.

•

Thus, the NT makes it clear that every believer in Christ will
appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ to give an ac-

John Walvoord,
The Prophecy
Knowledge Handbook
at 456.

count of our works, NOT our sins. The issue will be “what
sort of work each one has done” (1 Cor 3:13) and whether it
is worthy or worthless.

•

Jesus will bestow reward for work done with the right motivation; the issue is always the heart! And it is a matter of
quality, not quantity; but to whom much is given, much is expected (Lk 12:48). Fruchtenbaum describes Rom 14:10-12
as stating the fact of the Judgment Seat, while 2 Cor 5:10
sets forth the basis of the evaluation at the Judgment Seat.
He adds that “the judgment is based on how one has built
on this foundation (Jesus the Messiah)” and “is a matter of

125

quality and not of quantity.” Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps

For Randy Alcorn’s
thoughtful insight on
whether a believer
can lose a crown,
see Alcorn, Can a
believer lose a crown
that is already laid to
his account
(epm.org, 3.5.2010).

of the Messiah at 156-57.

•

Scripture mentions five diﬀerent crowns that the believer
may receive:
✓ Incorruptible—for exercising self-control and gaining victory in the spiritual life (1 Cor 9:24-25);
✓ Rejoicing—for the work of evangelism (1 Thes 2:19);
✓ Righteousness—for keeping the faith in adverse circum-

Attribution: Eternal
Perspective Ministries
website (epm.org)

stances and loving Christ’s appearing (2 Tim 4:7-8);
✓ Life—for enduring trials and martyrdom (Jas 1:12; Rev
2:10);
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✓ Glory—for faithfully shepherding the

•

a young associate, my legal work was

flock of God (1 Pet 5:2-4)

evaluated to ascertain what results I had

There may be others, but they will be

•

produced for the firm, or, in biblical

used to honor God as we cast them be-

terms, to see what fruit I had produced.

fore His throne (Rev 4:10) and may also

The lawyers who worked more diligently

be used to determine positions of

or eﬀectively, generated more business

authority in the Millennial Kingdom (Lk

for the firm, or achieved more significant

19:11-27—Parable of the Minas).

results for the firm’s clients were rewarded more handsomely.

Paul makes it clear, though, in 1 Cor 3
that there will also be a loss of reward if
our works are burned up as wood, hay,

•

The Book of Revelation pictures two possible uses of the rewards given out at

or straw. It is said that we “will suﬀer

the Judgment Seat of Christ. First, the

loss” and that we “will be saved, but

crowns given may be used to cast be-

only as through fire” (1 Cor 3:15). Fire is

fore the throne of God as in Rev 4:10.

a picture of searching examination, but

Second, Rev 19:8 tells us that the Bride

it is likely something we will welcome to

of the Lamb will wear fine linen that is

remove any trace of anything that would

the righteous deeds of the saints.

keep us from enjoying the fullness of fellowship with Jesus.

•

A second example is a work review. As

•

For an excellent overview of the Judgment Seat of Christ, see Keathley, The

Two pictures may help you understand

Doctrine of Rewards—The Judgment

the Judgment Seat of Christ. The first is

Seat (Bema) of Christ (bible.org,

high school graduation. Everyone re-

5.25.2004).

ceives a diploma, but not all receive rewards for special academic, athletic, or
extracurricular accomplishment. Those
who know that they might have received
such an award if they had used their
abilities more eﬀectively might experience regret, but no one is singled out for
punishment or humiliation.
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The Wedding Feast of the Lamb

Rev 19 also includes preparation for the

marriage contract was paid, the groom

wedding feast of the Lamb.

would leave his bride and return to pre-

Unlike weddings today, the focus in the
marriage of the Lamb is on the Lamb, the

pare a place for him to live with his
bride.

bridegroom. The bride is the Church,

The groom would take up to a year to

which is composed of all people who have

prepare for his bride a new home, which

trusted in Christ during the Church Age,

often consisted of an addition built onto

which runs from the Day of Pentecost until

his father’s house. In His last meal with

the Rapture of the Church (Eph 5:22-32).

His disciples before His crucifixion, Je-

Constable notes that we “can clarify the
general time and place of the marriage of
the Lamb by comparing it with marriage
customs in the ancient Near East. Constable’s Notes at Rev 19:7. A first-century
Jewish wedding occurred in three or four
stages:
1. The marriage betrothal—“The father of
the groom made the arrangements for
the marriage and paid the bride price.”
Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the
Messiah at 160. Our Heavenly Father
has arranged for us to be united with His
Son. We are purchased with the blood
of the Lamb when we believe in Christ
(Eph 1:4-8). Once the bride price of the

sus emphasized in Jn 14:2-3 His role as
a groom to prepare a place for His bride
and to return for His bride: “In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were
not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you? And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come
again and will take you to myself, that
where I am you may be also.”
The first century bride was expected to
remain true to her groom as she prepared herself. She lived for the day of
his return, and her eager anticipation of
her groom’s return served to influence
her behavior throughout this period before his return.
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Above: The Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Attribution: galleryhip.com)

2. The marriage summons—At the end of the period of sepa-

The marriage of the

ration, the bridegroom came—usually at night to take his

Lamb is an event
that is certain to
happen. Someday
the Bridegroom will
come to take His
bride to His Father’s
house. Make sure
you are living a pure
life for your loving
Bridegroom.

bride to live with him. The groom, the best man, and other

Mark Hitchcock,
The End at 230.

male friends went to meet the bride in a torchlight procession to the bride’s home. Although the bride was expecting
her groom to come for her, she did not know the time of his
coming. As a result, the groom’s arrival was preceded by a
shout, which announced his arrival to summons his bride.
Those on the street, knowing that a groom was coming to
claim his bride, would begin to shout out: “Behold, the
bridegroom comes!”
Rather than the first-century groom entering the bride’s
house, the bride came out to meet him. The two, accompanied by their wedding party, returned together to the
groom’s home for the marriage ceremony. After the groom
received his bride, together with her female attendants, the
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enlarged wedding party returned from

4. The marriage supper—In the final stage

the bride’s home to the groom’s father’s

of the wedding, the groom provided a

house, where the wedding ceremony

feast for his bride and his friends at his

took place. The marriage summons is a

home that lasted several days. This will

picture of the Rapture of the Church

take place on earth either during the in-

when Jesus will summons His bride and

terval between the Second Coming and

meet her in the air to take her to His

the start of the Millennium, at the begin-

home in heaven (compare 1 Thes

ning of the Millennium, throughout the

4:16-17 with John 14:2-3).

Millennium, or beginning with the Millennium and continuing throughout eternity.

3. The marriage ceremony—Constable,
Fruchtenbaum, and other commentators

Constable favors the second view and

think that Rev 19:6-10 describes the ac-

sees Rev 19:7 as describing the wed-

tual marriage ceremony of the Lamb and

ding proper (cf. Rev 19:8, 14), which had

His bride. Fruchtenbaum notes that the

taken place in John’s vision. It also an-

marriage ceremony takes place after the

nounces that the bride is ready for the

Judgment Seat of Christ, which he lik-

feast, the final stage of the marriage.

ens to the ritual cleansing the bride

Constable’s Notes at Rev 19:7. Fruchten-

would undergo before her marriage cere-

baum views the marriage supper as oc-

mony. Pointing to Rev 19:8, Fruchten-

curring either right before the beginning

baum observes that the bride is dressed

of or, more likely, at the start of the Mil-

in fine linen that is the righteous deeds

lennial Kingdom. Fruchtenbaum, The

of the saints. “This means that all the

Footsteps of the Messiah at 370.

wood, hay, and stubble has been
burned away and all the gold, silver, and

•

God the Almighty reigns.” F.F. Bruce

precious stones have been purified.”

calls this expression “the keynote of the

Fruchtenbaum concludes: “The mar-

whole book.” Walvoord, Revelation at

riage ceremony will take place in

283.

Heaven after the Rapture and before the
Second Coming, involving only the
Church saints.” Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the Messiah at 160-62.

Rev 19:6—“Hallelujah! For the Lord our

•

Rev 19:7-8—Note the balance between
God’s sovereignty (“it was granted her”)
and the bride’s role (“made herself
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ready”). The bride clothes herself in the

Blessed are those invited to the mar-

righteous deeds of the saints, but the

riage supper of the Lamb—e.g., John

“bride is the bride because of the right-

the Baptist (Jn 3:28-30) and likely the

eousness of Christ.” Ryrie, Revelation at

OT and Tribulation saints.“This blessing

128.

gives Tribulation saints an additional mo-

“The preparedness of the bride is one
reason for the celebration called for in
this verse. The bride had prepared herself (cf. Matt 25:14-23; 2 Cor 7:1; 1 Jn
3:3; Jude 21), but the ultimate preparation was God’s, so He deserves praise
(cf. Matt 20:1-16; Eph 5:25-27).” The
theme of this song of rejoicing and
praise “is the wedding of the Lamb to
His bride, who is the antithesis of the
harlot” of Rev 17. Constable’s Notes at
Rev 19:7.
“Fine linen represents righteous deeds,
as this verse explains (see Rev 14:13).
These are the works of the saints rather
than their standing before God. Their
good deeds, which God’s grace made

tivation to remain faithful. Those invited
to the Lamb’s marriage supper include
His friends, as well as the bride (Rev
3:20). This implies the presence of other
believers besides church saints at this
celebration. Those invited to the supper
will include the bride, as well as other believers not members of the Church.
These other believers would be Tribulation martyrs and believers who live
through the Tribulation and enter the Millennium alive (cf. Rev 12:13-17; Rev
20:4-5; Matt 22:11-14, 25:1-13). They
may also include Old Testament saints
who will experience resurrection at the
beginning of the Millennium (cf. Isa
26:19; Dan 12:2).” Constable’s Notes at
Rev 19:9.

possible, make them dressed appropriately for their righteous Lord (cf. Matt
22:1-14). The bride’s clothing contrasts
with the harlot’s gaudy garments (Rev
17:4, 18:16).” Constable’s Notes at Rev
19:8.

•

Rev 19:9—This verse contains the
fourth of seven blessings in Revelation.
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The Armageddon Campaign

Above: John Martin, The Great Day of His Wrath
(Tate Gallery, London)
Attribution: Wikipedia

“Christ’s second coming is not only the

This event is the first of seven final things

high point of Revelation, but the high point

that John saw and recorded: 1. Christ’s re-

of all history. . . . How poverty-stricken is

turn (Rev 19:11); 2. Satan’s capture (Rev

any theology that minimizes the second

20:2); 3. Satan’s binding (Rev 20:2); 4. the

coming of Christ, and how limited the

Millennium (Rev 20:4); 5. Satan’s final end

hope that does not include this glorious cli-

(Rev 20:10); 6. the GWJT (Rev 20:11);

max to God’s program of exalting His Son

7. the new heavens and earth, including

and putting all creation under His control.”

the New Jerusalem (Rev 21:1). Constable’s

Walvoord, Revelation at 287.

Notes at Rev 19:11-16.
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“The second coming of Christ is an absolutely essential theme
in New Testament theology. In his cross and resurrection,
Christ won a great victory over the powers of evil; by his second coming, he will execute that victory. Apart from his return
to purge [the world] of evil, redemption remains forever incomplete. Those who believe in the reality of the resurrection of Jesus Christ must also look for his return.” Constable’s Notes at
Rev 19:11-16, quoting Ladd, Revelation at 252-53, and Lilje,
The Last Book at 244.
The sixth Bowl Judgment begins the preparation for Armageddon (“hill of Megiddo”) (Rev 16:14-16), which is a campaign

Christ’s second
coming is not only
the high point of
Revelation, but the
high point of all
history.
John Walvoord,
Revelation at 287.

rather than a single battle. See Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps
of the Messiah at 309 (“The Campaign of Armageddon will begin with the sixth Bowl Judgment, recorded in Revelation
16:12-16.”).
Keep in mind 5 A’s when you think about the Second Coming
and remember His:
1) Aim—in righteousness He judges and makes war (Rev
19:11)
2) Appearance—eyes, head, robe, and name (Rev
19:12-13)
3) Armies—arrayed in fine linen (Rev 19:14; cf. 19:8)
4) Authority—rule, wrath, and name (Rev 19:15-16)
5) Achievement—total victory (Rev 19:17-21)
Cf. Ryrie, Revelation at 129.
The Second Coming is one stage—albeit the decisive one—of
the eight stages of the Armageddon Campaign. The purpose
of the Armageddon Campaign from the Antichrist’s perspec133

tive is the final annihilation of the Jews. It

63:1-6; Joel 3:1-17; Zech 12:1-9, 14:1-15;

is the ultimate stage of the dragon’s pur-

Mal 4:1-5; Rev 14:14-20, 16:12-16,

suit of fury against the woman (Israel) (Rev

19:19-21. Hitchcock, The End at 373.

12:13, 17) and his war against her oﬀspring (Rev 12:17).

•

Stage 1—At least three passages speak
of the first stage of the Armageddon

Fruchtenbaum identifies the eight stages

Campaign, the assembly of the Anti-

as:

christ’s forces and allies at the Valley
of Jezreel. Rev 16:12-16 marks the be-

1) The assembly of the Antichrist’s

ginning of the campaign with the pour-

forces and allies at the Valley of

ing out of the sixth Bowl Judgment. This

Jezreel;

Bowl will dry up the Euphrates River and

2) The destruction of Babylon;

make it easier for the Antichrist’s allies

3) The fall of Jerusalem;

(the “kings from the east” in Rev 16:12)
to maneuver and assemble in the Valley

4) An attack on Bozrah (Petra of south-

of Jezreel, Israel’s largest valley located

ern Jordan, where the Jews fled at

in lower Galilee. No fighting will take

midpoint of Tribulation);

place here, rather this broad valley will

5) The national regeneration of Israel;

serve as a staging area for the forces of

6) The Second Coming;

the Antichrist and his allies.

7) The battle from Bozrah to the Valley of

Joel 3:9-11 and Ps 2:1-6 record God’s

Jehoshaphat (a section of Kidron Val-

perspective on the kings of the earth

ley in Jerusalem);

gathering to oppose Him. He will laugh
and hold them in derision (Ps 2:4).

8) Jesus’ victory assent up the Mount of

Fructenbaum, The Footsteps of the Mes-

Olives.
Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the
Messiah at 309-57.
In his excellent overview of the End Times,
DTS professor Mark Hitchcock identifies
10 key biblical passages that concern the
Armageddon Campaign: Ps 2; Isa 34:1-16,

siah at 309-13.

•

Stage 2—The second stage of the Armageddon Campaign concerns the destruction of Babylon, which had been
rebuilt to serve as the center of both the
beast’s empire and the world economy.
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Hitchcock, The End at 362; Fruchten-

the Antichrist will follow Satan’s plan to

baum, The Footsteps of the Messiah at

destroy the Jews by attacking and cap-

314. While beast is assembling his

turing Jerusalem. But the Jewish defend-

forces at the Valley of Jezreel, God will

ers of Jerusalem will inflict heavy losses

use his “consecrated ones” and “mighty

on the armies of the Antichrist. Zech

men” to accomplish the destruction of

12:8 tells us that the Lord will strengthen

Babylon foretold in Isa 13-14 and Rev

the Jewish defenders “so that the fee-

18. See also Jer 50-51.

blest among them on that day shall be
like David, and the house of David shall

Jer 50:43 and 51:31-32 seem to indicate

be like God, like the angel of the Lord,

that the Antichrist himself is not in Baby-

going before them.”

lon when it is destroyed. Messengers
are sent to inform him that his capital

But the city will fall, its houses will be

has been taken.

plundered, its women raped, and half
the city’s population sent away into slav-

As discussed more fully at pages 117-

ery (Zech 14:1-2).

19 above, Rev 18 tells us that the destruction of Babylon is mourned by mon-

•

•

Stage 4—To complete his annihilation of

archs (likely the remaining kings of the

the Jews, the Antichrist will move south

Antichrist’s confederation) and by the

to attack the wilderness refuge of

merchants and mariners who grew

Bozrah (Mic 2:12, Jer 49:13-14) to

wealthy trading with Babylon. The reac-

which the remnant of the Jews fled at

tion in heaven stands in sharp contrast

the midpoint of the Tribulation. Jesus

as the saints, apostles, and prophets re-

had warned in Matt 24:15-16 that, when

joice over Babylon’s demise because, in

the Antichrist erects his image in the

the words of Rev 18:20b: “God has

holy place of the Tribulation Temple, the

given judgment for you against her!”

Jews were to flee to the mountains. Ac-

Stage 3—The prophet Zechariah describes the third stage of the Armageddon Campaign—the fall of Jerusalem—in Zech 12:1-9 and 14:1-2. Instead of moving to defend his capital,

cording to Fruchtenbaum and Hitchcock, their flight to Bozrah will likely take
them to the rock fortress of Petra in
southern part of modern Jordan.
Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the
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Messiah at 290-93; Hitchcock, The End at 377-78 & n.6.

Left: The narrow
passage way into
Petra (Author’s photo
2008)

Stage 5—The national regeneration of Israel serves as
the fifth stage of the Armageddon Campaign. Before her
Messiah returns at the Second Coming, Israel must confess
its national sin (Lev 26:40-42; Jer 3:11-18; Hos 5:15) and

Right: The Treasury
at Petra (Author’s
photo 2008)

then plead for Messiah’s return (Zech 12:10; Matt 23:37-29).
“Just as the Jewish leaders once led the nation to the rejection of the Messiahship of Jesus, they will now lead the nation to the acceptance of His Messiahship by issuing the
call of Hosea 6:1-3, which will begin the last three days before the Second Coming. The confession of Israel’s national
sin will last for the first two days. The national confession of
Israel is given with its actual words in Isaiah 53:1-9.”
Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the Messiah at 331.
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“Thus, the national regeneration will

destruction gathered outside of Bozrah.”

come by means of the national confes-

Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the

sion of Isa 53:1-9. On the third of the

Messiah at 333. A number of OT pas-

last three days, the nation as a nation

sages speak of Israel’s pleading for the

will be saved, fulfilling the prophecy of

Messiah to return: Jer 50:4-5; Joel

Rom 11:25-27:

2:28-32; Zech 13:7-9; Isa 64:1-12; Pss
79 & 80.

Lest you be wise in your own sight, I
do not want you to be unaware of this

•

Stage 6—The Second Coming of

mystery, brothers: a partial hardening

Christ begins the final stages of the Ar-

has come upon Israel, until the full-

mageddon Campaign. Many conserva-

ness of the Gentiles has come in. And

tive commentators (including Walvoord

in this way all Israel will be saved, as it

and Hitchcock) point to Zech 14:2-3,

is written, ‘The Deliverer will come

pair those verses with Acts 1:11, and

from Zion, he will banish ungodliness

conclude that Jesus will return to the

from Jacob’; ‘and this will be my cove-

Mount of Olives in Jerusalem. Fruchten-

nant with them when I take away their

baum disagrees and oﬀers a compelling

sins.’”

argument that Jesus will return to

Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the
Messiah at 332-33.
The phrase all Israel means “just that—
every Jew living at that point of time,
meaning the third that are left from the
original number of Jews living at the
start of the Tribulation (Zech 13:8-9).”
Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the
Messiah at 333.
“The second facet leading to the Second Coming is the pleading of Israel for

Bozrah where the remnant of Israel is
taking shelter from the beast.
Fructenbaum cites four primary OT passages in support of his argument for
Bozrah: Isa 34:1-7, 63:1-6; Hab 3:3; Mic
2:12-13. The Footsteps of the Messiah
at 339-42. Of these passages,
Isa 63:1-6 is most graphic in its description of the Lord in His day of vengeance,
coming from Bozrah in Edom after having trampled down the people in His
righteous anger.

the Messiah to return and save them
from . . . the world armies intent on their
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Zech 12:7 predicts: “And the Lord will give salvation to the
tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and
the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem may not surpass
that of Judah.” Fruchtenbaum concludes that the phrase
“tents of Judah” refers to “temporary abodes rather than
permanent dwellings. The fact that Judah is living in tents
shows that Judah is not home in Judah, but is temporarliy
elsewhere. That elsewhere is Bozrah. Since the Messiah will

For the Son of Man
is going to come with
his angels in the
glory of his Father,
and then he will
repay each person
according to what he
has done.

save the tents of Judah first, this, too, shows that the initial
place of His return will be Bozrah and not the Mount of Olives.” Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the Messiah at 351.
The manner of His coming is captured in Matt 24:30 and
Acts 1:11. As Jesus left the earth, so He will return. The armies (note the plural) of heaven will accompany Him (Rev
19:14). Matt 16:27 tells us that one of those armies will be
angelic. The other likely will be composed of Church Age believers in Christ. See 1 Thes 3:13; Jude 14-15; Zech 14:5.

Matthew 16:27

Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the Messiah at 343, 346.
Hitchcock notes seven key reasons for the Second Coming.
The End at 387-89. Christ is coming to:
✓ Fulfill His promise (Zech 14:4; Matt 25:31; Acts 1:9-11)
✓ Defeat the Antichrist and his armies (Rev 19:19-21)
✓ Regather and restore faithful Israel (Isa 11:11, 43:5-6; Jer
30:10, 33:6-9)
✓ Judge the living (Matt 25:31-46; Ezek 20:33-38)
✓ Resurrect the dead (Rev 20:4-6; Dan 12:1-3)
✓ Bind the devil (Rev 20:1-3)
✓ Establish Himself as King (Rev 19:16; Lk 1:32-33; Isa
9:6-7)
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How will Christ return to earth? Hitchcock uses eight key
Above: Abraham,
The Second Coming
(Benaki Museum
Athens)
Attribution: Bridgeman
Images

words that capture the essence of the Second Coming (The
End at 389-92):
✓ Personally (Rev 22:20)
✓ Literally (Acts 1:9-11)
✓ Visibly (Matt 24:23-27; Rev 1:7)
✓ Suddenly (Matt 24:27; Rev 3:3)
✓ Dramatically (Matt 24:29; Lk 21:25-26)
✓ Gloriously (Matt 24:30; 2 Thes 1:7)
✓ Triumphantly (2 Thes 2:8; Rev 19:19-21)
✓ Certainly (Matt 24:35)

•

Stage 7—Fruchtenbaum describes the seventh stage as a
battle that begins at Bozrah and continues to the eastern
139

walls of Jerusalem that overlook a portion of the Kidron
Valley also known as the Valley of Jehoshaphat. Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the Messiah at 351.
He calls Joel 3:12-13 the key passage:
Let the nations stir themselves up and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; for there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe.
Go in, tread, for the winepress is full. The vats overflow,
for their evil is great.
Fruchtenbaum thinks that the Antichrist will be among the
first casualties. See 2 Thes 2:8; Isa 14:3-11, 16-21. He also

[Jesus] came literally
the first time to
Bethlehem, and He
will come literally
again.

sees Rev 14:19-20 as describing the slaughter that will accompany this stage as the blood-letting stretches 1,600 furlongs, or approximately 200 miles, which is the distance
from Bozrah to Jerusalem and back or the distance from
Bozrah to the Red Sea. Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of
the Messiah at 351-55. If so, then the Antichrist will be first

Mark Hitchcock,
The End at 389.

of the second resurrection of the unbelieving dead described in Rev 20:12 because Rev 19:20 makes it clear that
the beast is “thrown alive in the lake of fire,” along with the
false prophet.

•

Stage 8—With the Lord’s victory ascent on the Mount of
the Olives, the Armageddon Campaign and the Tribulation
come to an end. Fruchtenbaum writes: “After the actual
fighting is completed, there will be a victory ascent up the
Mount of Olives, which is described in Zech 14:3-4a: ‘Then
the Lord will go out and fight against those nations as when
he fights on a day of battle. On that day his feet shall stand
on the Mount of Olives that lies before Jerusalem on the
east . . . .’” Fruchtenbaum concludes that “[i]t is only after
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the fighting of verse three that His feet will stand upon the
Mount of Olives (v. 4).”
Fruchtenbaum adds: “Along with this victory ascent upon
the Mount of Olives, a number of cataclysmic events will occur as the Great Tribulation comes to an end.” Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the Messiah at 355-57. These
events are described in the seventh Bowl Judgment of Rev
16:17-21 and include the greatest earthquake to occur in
history as well as unprecedented hail, leaving the earth and
all the cities of man flattened. But God will protect those
who belong to Him (Zech 14:4b-5).
“The world resists God to the bitter end,” but “Christ’s vicRight: Second Coming of
Christ
(St. Matthew’s Lutheran
Church, Charleston, SC)
Attribution: Wikipedia

tory will be complete.” Ryrie, Revelation at 130.
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Rev 19 Summary

1. Rev 19 begins with a scene of rejoicing

distributed, then preparations will begin

and worship in heaven. It is only appro-

for the marriage supper (also known as

priate that the chapter of Jesus’ Second

the wedding feast) of the Lamb. Both

Coming begin with loud praise from the

the Judgment Seat and the preparation

multitude of heaven proclaiming that His

for the marriage supper will occur before

judgments are true and just as a prelude

the Second Coming of Christ described

to the greatest judicial act in human his-

in Revelation 19:11-21.

tory.

These two events for the Church—that

2. John records in Rev 19:1-2, 3, 4-5, and

is, all people who have trusted in Christ

6-8 four songs of praise for God, each

from the beginning of the Church at the

beginning with “Halleluah.” The multi-

Day of Pentecost until the removal of the

tude cries out, “Halleluah!”, which

Church from the earth at the Rapture—

means "praise the Lord.” The only uses

will prepare her to celebrate and cherish

of this word occur in Rev 19:1, 3, 4, 6. In

properly her union with Jesus forever

the OT, “hallelujah” usually has some

(1 Thes 4:17).

connection with the punishment of the
ungodly, as it does here (e.g., Ps
104:35).
3. Several events have been happening in

4. Scripture mentions five diﬀerent
crowns that the believer may receive:
✓ Incorruptible—for exercising self-

heaven during the events of the Tribula-

control and gaining victory in the spiri-

tion Period. First, an event not even men-

tual life (1 Cor 9:24-25)

tioned in Revelation occurs—the Judgment Seat of Christ at which the works
of the Church Age believers in Christ will
be evaluated by Christ. Once the believers’ works are evaluated, and rewards

✓ Rejoicing—for the work of evangelism (1 Thes 2:19)
✓ Righteousness—for keeping the faith
in adverse circumstances and loving
Christ’s appearing (2 Tim 4:7-8)
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✓ Life—for enduring trials and martyrdom (Jas 1:12; Rev 2:10)
✓ Glory—for faithfully feeding the flock
of God (1 Pet 5:2-4)
✓ There may be others, but they will be

7. John saw and recorded seven final
things in Rev 19-22: a) Christ’s return
(Rev 19:11); b) Satan’s capture (Rev
20:2); c) Satan’s binding (Rev 20:2);
d) the Millennium (Rev 20:4); e) Satan’s
final end (Rev 20:10); f) the GWJT (Rev

used to honor God as we cast them

20:11); and g) the new heavens and

before His throne (Rev 4:10) and may

earth, including the New Jerusalem

also be used to determine positions

(Rev 21:1).

of authority in the Millennial Kingdom
(Lk 19:11-27—Parable of the Minas).
5. Paul makes it clear, though, in 1 Cor 3
that there will also be a loss of reward if
our works are burned up as wood, hay,
or straw. It is said that we “will suﬀer
loss” and that we will be saved, but only
as through fire (1 Cor 3:15). Fire is a picture of searching examination, but it is
likely something we will welcome to remove any trace of anything that would
keep us from enjoying the fullness of fellowship with Jesus.

8. Keep in mind 5 A’s when you think about
the Second Coming and remember His:
✓ Aim—in righteousness He judges and
makes war (Rev 19:11)
✓ Appearance—eyes, head, robe, and
name (Rev 19:12-13)
✓ Armies—arrayed in fine linen (Rev
19:14; cf. 19:8)
✓ Authority—rule, wrath, and name
(Rev 19:15-16)
✓ Achievement—total victory (Rev
19:17-21)

6. Rev 19 also includes preparation for the
wedding feast of the Lamb. Unlike wed-

9. Fruchtenbaum identifies the eight

dings today, the focus in the marriage of

stages of the Armageddon Campaign

the Lamb is on the Lamb, the bride-

as:

groom. The bride is the Church composed of all people who have trusted in
Christ during the Church Age.

1) The assembly of the Antichrist’s
forces and his allies at the Valley of
Jezreel
2) The destruction of Babylon
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3) The fall of Jerusalem
4) An attack on Bozrah (Petra of southern Jordan, where
the Jews fled at midpoint of Tribulation)
5) The national regeneration of Israel
6) The Second Coming
7) The battle from Bozrah to the Valley of Jehoshaphat (a secion of the Kidron Valley of Jerusalem)
8) Jesus’ victory ascent up the Mount of Olives
10. In his overview of the End Times, The End at 373, DTS professor Mark Hitchcock identifies 10 key biblical passages

[T]hose who spurn
God’s mercy must
experience His
judgment without
mercy.
John Walvoord,
Revelation at 294.

that concern the Armageddon Campaign: Ps 2; Isa
34:1-16, 63:1-6; Joel 3:1-17; Zech 12:1-9, 14:1-15; Mal
4:1-5; Rev 14:14-20, 16:12-16, 19:19-21.
11. How will Christ return to earth? Hitchcock uses eight key
words that capture the essence of the Second Coming
(The End at 389-92):
✓ Personally (Rev 22:20)
✓ Literally (Acts 1:9-11)
✓ Visibly (Matt 24:23-27; Rev 1:7)
✓ Suddenly (Matt 24:27; Rev 3:3)
✓ Dramatically (Matt 24:29; Lk 21:25-26)
✓ Gloriously (Matt 24:30; 2 Thes 1:7)
✓ Triumphantly (2 Thes 2:8; Rev 19:19-21)
✓ Certainly (Matt 24:35)
12. “The world resists God to the bitter end,” but “Christ’s victory will be complete.” Ryrie, Revelation at 130.
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11! REV 20
Millennial Kingdom

Revelation Questions

•

What does “Millennium” mean?

•

What is the difference between the
sheep and goats judgment in Matt
25:31-46 and the GWTJ in Rev 20?

•

Below: Hans Memling, The Last
Judgment Triptych
(National Museum, Gdańsk)
Attribution: Wikipedia

•

Who enters and populates the Millen-

•

What happens during the Millennium?

•

Why is Satan released at the end of

nium?

the Millennium to deceive the nations?

When does each judgment occur?
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Millennium Questions

•

•

When will the Millennium begin? 75

•

days after the Second Coming (Dan

nium? See the fulfillment of the Abraha-

12:11-12).

mic and Davidic covenants, among others; work, study the Word of God under

When does the Matt 25 sheep and

the teaching ministries of God and

goats judgment occur? Before the be-

Christ, as well as other teachers.

ginning of the Millennium. The sheep

✓ Isa 54:13—“All your children shall be

and goats judgment concerns the Gentile nations, occurs after the Second

taught by the Lord, and great shall be

Coming and before the Millennium, fea-

the peace of your children.”

tures diﬀerent groups (sheep, goats, and

✓ Mic 4:2—“[A]nd many nations shall

“My brothers”), and results in some in-

come, and say: ‘Come, let us go up to

heriting the Kingdom and others going

the mountain of the Lord, to the

away into eternal punishment.

•

house of the God of Jacob, that he

Who enters the Millennium and popu-

may teach us his ways and that we

lates it? Tribulation saints who survive

may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion

the Tribulation will still have earthly bod-

shall go forth the law, and the word of

ies and will be responsible for repopulat-

the Lord from Jerusalem.”

ing the earth.

•

What will people do during the Millen-

✓ Jer 3:15—“And I will give you shep-

Who rules in the Millennium? Jesus,

herds after my own heart, who will

and all who share in the first resurrection

feed you with knowledge and under-

will be priests of God and of Christ.

standing.”

They will serve under Him and are said
to “reign with Him” (Rev 20:6). Includes
OT saints, Church Age believers, and
Tribulation martyrs.

•

Will there be births and deaths in the
Millennium? Isa 65:20-23 seems to indicate that people will be born and die during the Millennium.
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•

If so, what happens to those who die during the Millennium? See the very helpful
chart below that is found in Constable’s Notes at Rev 20:6.
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The Interval

Before the Millennial Kingdom of Christ be-

1,260 days. Subtracting the 1,260 days

gins, there occurs a 75-day interval be-

from 1,335 gives us 75 days, the length of

tween the Second Coming of Christ and

the apparent interval between the end of

the start of the Millennium. Dan 12:11-12

the Tribulation and the start of the Millen-

gives us this interval, but understanding

nial Kingdom. Hitchcock, The End at 393-

the passage requires us to decipher the

94; Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the

meaning of a couple of numbers: 1,290

Messiah at 361.

(Dan 12:11) and 1,335 (Dan 12:12).

Both Fruchtenbaum (The Footsteps of the

Dan 12:11—“And from the time that the

Messiah at 362-72) and Hitchcock (The

regular burnt oﬀering is taken away and

End at 394-96) describe a number of

the abomination that makes desolate is set

events that will occur during this 75-day in-

up, there shall be 1,290 days.” The 1,290

terval. These events are found in Rev

days mark a time frame extending from

19:20–20:6:

the midpoint of the Tribulation when the

•

Abomination of Desolation is set up in the
Holy Place of the Tribulation Temple (Matt
24:15) until the abomination is destroyed
within 30 days after the Second Coming.

Removal of the Abomination of Desolation. The destruction of this image of
the beast could be accompanied by the
start of the construction of the Millennial
Temple. Constable prefers the interpreta-

Dan 12:12—“Blessed is he who waits and

tion that the Antichrist terminates the

arrives at the 1,335 days.” The 1,335 days

sacrifices and erects the Abomination of

mark the time frame from the midpoint of

Desolation 30 days before the midpoint

the Tribulation to the start of the Millen-

of the Tribulation. Constable’s Notes at

nium. Those who survive this time frame

Dan 12:11. It does make one wonder

will be blessed by entering into the Millen-

why this image would be allowed to ex-

nium. Remember that the second half of

ist past the Second Coming. But a num-

the Tribulation lasts for 42 months, or

ber of noted Revelation scholars, includ-
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•

ing Walvoord, Dyer, Fruchtenbaum, and

the key to the bottomless pit and a great

Hitchcock conclude that the image will

chain. And he seized the dragon, that an-

be permitted to exist into this interval pe-

cient serpent, who is the devil and Sa-

riod.

tan, and bound him for a thousand

Casting of the Antichrist and False

years, and threw him into the pit, and
shut it and sealed it over him, so that he

Prophet into the lake of fire. Rev 19:20

might not deceive the nations any

prophesies this event: “And the beast

longer, until the thousand years were

was captured, and with it the false

ended. After that he must be released

prophet who in its presence had done

for a little while.”

the signs by which he deceived those
who had received the mark of the beast

Fruchtenbaum describes the prosecutor

and those who worshiped its image.

as “a member of the rank of common an-

These two were thrown alive into the

gels (Rev 20:1), the lowest order of celes-

lake of fire that burns with sulfur.”

tial beings, yet he will be able to bind a
cherub who was the anointed cherub

As discussed above, Fruchtenbaum be-

and sealed up the sum in wisdom and

lieves that the Antichrist will be one of

beauty.” Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps

the first casualties of the Second Com-

of the Messiah at 364.

ing and surmises that the Antichrist will

•

be resurrected so that he can be cast

Satan will be jailed in the abyss (bottom-

alive into the lake of fire in fulfillment of

less pit) for 1,000 years, the length of

Rev 19:20. If Fruchtenbaum is correct,

the Millennium. This abyss is the tempo-

then the Antichrist will be the first partici-

rary place of confinement for the fallen

pant in the second resurrection, which

angels. The Footsteps of the Messiah at

will include all unbelievers.

364; cf. Rev 9:1, 2, 11; 11:7; 17:8.

Binding Satan and throwing him into

Thus, Satan will no longer be free to de-

the abyss for 1,000 years. Rev 20:1-3

ceive the nations during the Millennium.

describes the prosecutor, perpetrator,

Curiously, though, the promise is that

place, purpose, and promise of this

“he must be released for a little while.”

event: “Then I saw an angel coming

See section 4 below for more discussion

down from heaven, holding in his hand

of Satan’s final rebellion.
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Map of ancient
Jerusalem showing the
Valley of Jehoshaphat.
Attribution: http://
doctorwoodhead.com/
456/untitled-14/

•

Judgments in the interval. Walvoord sees seven judgments
related in some sense with the End Times events. Walvoord, The Millennial Kingdom at 276. The first—the Judgment Seat of Christ—we discussed in section 1 of chapter
10 above.
The last two judgments will mark the end of the Millennium—the judgment of Satan and his fallen angels and the
judgment of all unbelievers at the Great White Throne Judgment. The remaining four judgments will likely occur in this
interval period:
1) The judgment of Tribulation saints. Rev 20:4 tells us:
“Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to
whom the authority to judge was committed. Also I saw
the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those who
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had not worshiped the beast or its im-

3) The sheep and goats judgment of

age and had not received its mark on

Matt 25:31-46 concerning the living

their foreheads or their hands. They

Gentiles. The Son of Man will make

came to life and reigned with Christ

this judgment based on the way those

for a thousand years.”

being judged treated the people during the Tribulation that the Son of Man

Fruchtenbaum sees two diﬀerent

calls “my brothers” (Matt 25:40).

groups of saints in Rev 20:4. The first
group mentioned are those sitting on

4) The judgment of living Israel (Ezek

thrones to whom judgment has been

20:33-38). Constable observes that

given. These saints he understands to

“[t]he issue of this judgment deter-

be Church believers who will receive

mines who of Israel in that day will en-

the honor of co-reigning with Christ

ter kingdom blessing (Ps 50:1-7; Ezek

during the Millennium.

20:33-44; Mal 3:2-5, 4:1-2).” Constable’s Notes at Ezek 20:36-38, quoting

The second group is composed of

The New Scofield Reference Bible,

Tribulation martyrs who will be resur-

p. 859.

rected and will also reign with Christ.
They are part of the first resurrection
mentioned in Rev 20:6, which will in-

•

A final event of the interval may be the
marriage supper of the Lamb, or it

clude at least five stages in order as

could actually be the first event of the

Paul wrote in 1 Cor 15:23: a) Jesus

Millennial Kingdom. The resurrected OT

Himself, the firstfruits; b) the Church;

saints and Tribulation martyrs, along

c) the two witnesses (Rev 11:11-12);

with the Tribulation saints who survive

d) the OT saints (Isa 26:19; Dan 12:2);

the Tribulation, compose the friends of

and e) the Tribulation martyrs (Rev

the bridegroom. Thus, it is likely that the

20:4). Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps

marriage supper will occur after the OT

of the Messiah at 369-70.

saints and Tribulation martyrs are resur-

2) The resurrection and judgment of OT
believers discussed in Isa 26:19 and
Dan 12:2.

rected. In first-century Jewish weddings,
the marriage feast lasted for seven days.
Thus, the wedding feast of the Lamb,
too, may last for seven days. What a
celebration eagerly to await!
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The Millennium

“More prophetic material is devoted to the

•

To redeem creation. The MIllennium al-

subject of the Millennium than to any other

lows God to “reverse His curse on crea-

topic.” Hitchcock, The End at 400. Hitch-

tion and fulfill His original purpose for

cock identifies 10 of the most important

the earth. . . . During the millennial king-

OT passages on the coming kingdom (The

dom, all animals will revert back to being

End at 400):

plant eaters as they were originally in

•

Creation (Genesis 1:30).” Hitchcock, The

Isa 2:1-5, 11:1-16, 32:1-20, 35:1-10,

End at 419. Isa 11:6 tells us: “The wolf

60:1-22

•

Jer 31:1-40, 33:1-26

•

Ezek 37:14-28

•

Amos 9:11-15

•

Zech 14:6-21

shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child
shall lead them.” Hitchcock observes:
“The Millennium will bring creation full
circle as God brings to pass with the

One might ask, “Why the Millennium?

second Adam, Jesus Christ, what the

Can’t we just move on into eternity?” Hitch-

first Adam failed to do (1 Cor 15:21-22).

cock identifies at least three purposes for

James Boice says, ‘To my mind, how-

the Millennium (The End at 417-21):

ever, the best and ultimate reason why

•

there must be a literal millennium is that

To fulfill God’s promises. God will use

only in a literal millennium do we have a

the Millennial Kingdom to fulfill com-

meaningful culmination of world his-

pletely covenants He has made with Is-

tory.’” Hitchcock, The End at 420, quot-

rael, including the Abrahamic Covenant

ing Boyce, The Last and Future World at

(Gen 12:1-3), the Land Covenant (Deut

27.

29:1–30:10), the Davidic Covenant
(2 Sam 7:8-16), and the New Covenant
(Jer 31:31-34).

•

To reward the faithful. Citing Dan 7:18,
22 & 27, 1 Cor 6:2-3, and Rev 2:26-28,
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20:4, 6, Hitchcock concludes: “Believers

5) Righteousness and Justice—The Tribu-

will be given rulership in the kingdom

lation survivors who initially populate the

over men and angels based on what we

Millennial Kingdom will still have human

did with the treasures and talents God

bodies infected by fallen natures, and

entrusted us with here on earth (Lk

they will have children who share that

19:11-26). Some will be governors over

fleshly nature. Messiah will judge man’s

ten cities; some will rule over five cities.

sin with perfect justice. (Isa 9:7, 11:5,

All believers will reign, but the extent

32:16, 42:1-4, 65:21-23). He will rule

and responsibility of that reign is being

with “a rod of iron” restraining and judg-

determined right now in your life and

ing sin so that the prevailing atmosphere

mine.” Hitchcock, The End at 419 (“this

in the kingdom will be righteousness.

is training time for reigning time”).

(Isa 11:1-5, 60:21; Jer 31:23; Ezek

Finally, Hitchcock identifies 10 “prominent
conditions that will prevail on the earth dur-

37:23-24; Zeph 3:13)
6) Full Knowledge—“The teaching minis-

ing the reign of Christ” (The End at 424-

try of the Lord and the indwelling Spirit

28):

will bring the inhabitants of the kingdom

1) Peace—an era when wars are no more.
(Isa 2:4, 9:4-7; Zech 9:10)
2) Joy—an age when the words of the
Christmas carol “Joy to the World” will
truly characterize the earth. (Isa 9:3-4,
12:3-6, 14:7-8, 25:8-9, 30:29; Zeph
3:14-17; Zech 8:19, 10:6-7)
3) Holiness—“The holiness of the Lord will
be manifest in His own person as well
as in the citizens of His kingdom.” (Isa
4:3-4, 29:19, 35:8, 52:1; Ezek 43:7-12,
45:1; Zech 8:3, 14:20-21)
4) Glory—Messiah’s glory will fill the earth.

into a full knowledge of the Lord’s
ways.” (Isa 11:1-2, 9; 41:19-20; 54:13;
Jer 31:33-34; Hab 2:14)
7) Health—“The King will heal all the diseases and deformities of His people.”
(Isa 29:18, 33:24, 35:5-6, 61:1-2)
8) Universal Worship—All the people of
the earth will unite in praise and worship
of God and His Son (Isa 45:23,
66:17-23; Zeph 3:9; Zech 14:16; Mal
1:11; Rev 5:9-14). Worship will be centered in a millennial Temple in Jerusalem. (Isa 2:3, 60:13; Ezek 40-48; Joel
3:18; Hag 2:7-9)

(Isa 35:2, 40:5, 60:1-9; Ezek 43:1-5)
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Hitchcock points out a controversial aspect of Millennial
worship that apparently reinstitutes animal sacrifices in the
millennial Temple (Isa 56:6-7, 60:7; Ezek 43:18-27,
45:17-23; Zech 14:16-21). Why would these sacrifices be
needed since Christ’s death was the final sacrifice for sin?
Hitchcock concludes that “this is not a reinstitution of the
law of Moses in the messianic kingdom, but a new system
of kingdom law. The numerous diﬀerences between the
laws of Moses and the laws of the Millennium reveal that
the systems are not the same.” The End at 427, citing
Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the Messiah at 456-58.

In the Millennium,
“[t]he city of
Jerusalem will be
called Yahweh
Shammah, which
means ‘the Lord is
there’ (Ezekiel
48:35).”

Some think that these sacrifices, like the Lord’s Supper, will
serve as a powerful memorial to the one sacrifice for sin forever—the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Hitchcock oﬀers a better explanation that “these sacrifices serve as ritual purification. During the Millennium, a holy God will be dwelling on
earth in the midst of people in their glorified bodies but also
in the midst of sinful people living in natural, unglorified bodies. These sacrifices prevent these worshipers from defiling
God’s holy Temple when they come to worship Him. It is a

Mark Hitchcock,
The End at 428.

matter of ritual purification.” Hitchcock, The End at 427.
9) Prosperity—“The world will flourish under the hand of the
King of heaven.” (Isa 35:1-2, 7; 30:23-25; 62:8-9; 65:21-23;
Jer 31:5,12; Ezek 34:26, 36:29-30; Joel 2:21-27; Amos
9:13-14; Mic 4:1-4; Zech 8:11-12, 9:16-17)
10) Presence of God—The greatest thing about the Millennial
Kingdom is that Christ Himself will be present on earth,
and those who have trusted in Him “will experience fellowship with the Lord unlike anything they have ever known.”
(Ezek 37:27-28; Zech 2:10-13)
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Satan’s Final Rebellion

Above: Pieter Bruegel the Elder, The Fall of the Rebel Angels
(Royal Museum of Fine Arts of Belgium, Brussels)
Attribution: Wikipedia

Having been bound for 1,000 years, Satan

the false prophet (Rev 19:20), and “they

is set free to deceive the nations and to

will be tormented day and night forever

gather them for battle (Rev 20:8). The num-

and ever” (Rev 20:10).

ber of those deceived is “like the sand of
the sea” (Rev 20:8). Satan’s forces surround Jerusalem, but fire from heaven consumes them (Rev 20:9).

Principle: Perfect environment and universal knowledge of Christ will not change all
human hearts.

Satan is then thrown into the lake of fire
(Rev 20:10) where he joins the beast and
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The Millennium will begin with people with earthly bodies who
survived the Tribulation, and these people will be believers in
Christ. Ryrie, Revelation at 134.
In the course of 1,000 years, the earth will be repopulated.
U.S. Census Bureau estimates for the population of the world
in the year 1000 A.D. range from 254 to 345 million people.
Population estimates for the year 2000 range from 5.7 billion
to 6.1 billion, a population growth rate of 1,668%. In a nearly
perfect environment, the growth rate may be even higher. U.S.

The Millennium will
prove, among other
things, that a nearly
perfect earthly
environment (Isa 35)
and universal
knowledge of the
Lord (Isa 11:9) will
not change human
hearts.

Census Bureau, World Population
(census.gov/population/international/data/worldpop/table_hist
ory.php, Dec 2013); Wikipedia, World Population Estimates
(en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_population_estimates 2015).
These people will be born into a world in which a perfect King
reigns. “All of them will be obliged to give outward allegiance
to Christ, who reigns on the throne, but as in every age He will
not compel them to believe in their hearts. Consequently,
there will be many living who have never turned to Christ for
salvation, though they have obeyed Him as Head of the government.” Ryrie, Revelation at 134. Thus, the stage is set for

Charles Ryrie,
Revelation at 134.

Satan’s final rebellion foretold in Rev 20:3.

•

Rev 20:7-10—“At the end of the Millennium God will release Satan from the abyss (cf. 1 Pet 3:19). Two reasons are
implied in the text: to demonstrate the incorrigibility of Satan, and to demonstrate the depravity of humanity.” Constable's Notes at Rev 20:7.
1) When—The release of Satan will occur “when the thousand years are ended,” indicating a literal time period
(Rev 20:7).
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2) What—Satan will be released from his

Millennial King makes to them. Satan’s tar-

prison (Rev 20:7), and he will come

geting of Jerusalem reflects his consuming

out to deceive the nations (Rev 20:8).

hatred for God’s chosen people. But the
Lord will not let this rebellion fester, using

3) Who—The nations will number like

fire from heaven to consume the rebels.

the sand of the sea (Rev 20:8).
Constable answers the ultimate question
4) Where—They will march up over the

of why is Satan released: “At the close of

broad plain of the earth (maybe the

the Millennium, Satan will be released from

Jezreel Valley) and surround the camp

the pit and permitted to lead one last revolt

of the saints and the beloved city (Je-

against the Lord. Why? As final proof that

rusalem) (Rev 20:9).

the heart of man is desperately wicked and

5) What Happens?—Fire will come
down from heaven and consume
them (Rev 20:9). Satan will be thrown
into the lake of fire where the beast
and the false prophet already reside
(Rev 20:10). Satan and his two Tribulation henchmen will be tormented day
and night forever (Rev 20:10).
Although John describes this final rebellion
in terms found in Ezek 38-39 and even
though the focus of this attack is also on
Jerusalem and Israel, this rebellion is diﬀerent from the events depicted in Ezek 3839. The massive nature of Satan’s final deception underscores his power to deceive.
John’s language—“their number is like the
sand of the sea”—echoes language of the
Lord’s promise to Jacob in Gen 32:12. But
those composing this sand will have completely missed the oﬀer of eternal life the

can be changed only by God’s grace [cf.
Jer. 17:9]. Imagine the tragedy of this revolt: people who have been living in a perfect environment, under the perfect government of God’s Son, will finally admit the
truth [that they hate Him] and rebel against
the King!
“In one sense, the millennial kingdom will
‘sum up’ all that God has said about the
heart of man during the various periods of
history [dispensations]. . . . The Millennium
will be a period of peace and perfect environment, a time when disobedience will be
judged swiftly and with justice; and yet in
the end the subjects of the King will follow
Satan and rebel against the Lord. A perfect
environment cannot produce a perfect
heart.” Constable’s Notes at Rev 20:8,
quoting Wiersbe, 2 The Bible Exposition
Commentary at 620.
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Fruchtenbaum summarizes: “With this final revolt, the MillenAbove: Charles Le
Brun, The Fall of the
Rebel Angels
(Musée des Beaux-Arts,
Dijon)
Attribution: Wikipedia

nial Kingdom will come to an end, and there will be a transfer
of authority as described in 1 Cor 15:24-28. . . . But this can
only occur after every enemy of man is abolished and there is
no longer any challenge to God’s rule, authority, and power
(v. 24). For this very reason, the Messiah must rule until every
single enemy of man has been placed under subjection (v. 25).
The last of the enemies of man is not Satan, but death itself
(v. 26). It should be remembered that death will still exist in the
Kingdom. It is only after Satan’s final revolt and his confinement in the Lake of Fire that death can be abolished. It is Satan who caused death for man by tempting the first parents. It
is only when the originator of death for man is forever confined in his final abode that death can be abolished.” Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the Messiah at 512-13.
And that will happen at the Great White Throne Judgment.
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Great White Throne Judgment

Left: Peter Paul Rubens,
The Great Last Judgement
(Alte Pinakothek, Munich)
Attribution: Wikipedia

For the GWTJ, remember 4 J’s:

•

The Judge—Jesus Christ (Jn 5:22).

•

The Judged—“the dead, great and
small” (Rev 20:12). These are the “rest
of the dead [who] did not come to life until the thousand years were ended” (Rev
20:5).

•

The Judicial Standard—“what was written in the books, according to what they
had done” (Rev 20:12, 13).

•

The Judgment—“the second death, the
lake of fire” (Rev 20:14, 15). Even Death
and Hades are thrown into the lake of
fire (Rev 20:14).
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This judgment is the last of the seven fu-

ferred to earlier in this chapter (Rev

ture judgments connected with the End

20:4). It is evidently God's throne in

Times events. As you read Rev 20:11-15,

heaven (cf. Rev 4:2, 5:7; Dan 7:9; Ezek

these verses may prompt more questions

1:26-28). It is great because it is God's

than provide answers. Here are some ques-

throne and because it is the seat of this

tions this passage raises in the author’s

last judgment. Its whiteness suggests

mind:

that the verdicts that proceed from it are

1) Who is seated on the throne? (Rev
20:11)
2) Why did the earth and sky flee away

Dan 7:9). The judgment described here
is the last in a number of future judgments (cf. Rev 20:4-5; Matt 25:31-46;

from the presence of Him who is seated

2 Cor 5:10).” Constable's Notes at Rev

on the throne? (Rev 20:11)

20:11

3) Who are the “dead, great and small,
standing before the throne”? (Rev 20:12)
4) What books are opened? (Rev 20:12)
5) Which book of life is this and what does
it record? (Rev 20:12)
6) What is the basis for judgment—one's

Although the passage does not specifically identify the Judge, Walvoord, Ryrie,
Wiersbe, and Hitchcock all describe the
Judge as Christ. Walvoord, Revelation at
316; Ryrie, Revelation at 134; Wiersbe,
Be Victorious at 175; Hitchcock, The
End at 439. Constable has a slightly dif-

deeds or whether one's name is found

ferent view: “The one sitting on this

in the book of life? (Rev 20:15) Will sin

throne is God. This is probably a general

play a role in this judgment? (Rev

reference to the Father and Jesus Christ

20:12-13)

since both will judge finally (cf. Rev 3:21;

7) Why are Death and Hades thrown into
the lake of fire? (Rev 20:14)
8) Why does John call the lake of fire the
“second death”? (Rev 20:14)

•

pure, holy, and righteous (cf. Ps 97:2;

Rev 20:11—Constable believes that the
"great white throne" John sees “seems
to be diﬀerent from the thrones he re-

4:2-3, 9; 5:1, 7, 13; 6:16; 7:10, 15; 19:4;
21:5; 22:1, 3, 12; Dan 7:9-10; Jn
5:22-23, 26-27; 8:16; 10:30; Heb 1:3).”
Constable’s Notes at Rev 20:11.
Constable explains the last part of Rev
20:11: “John saw earth and heaven flee
from God’s presence (cf. Ps. 114:3, 7).
This seems to indicate that we have
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come to the end of His dealings with this earth as we know
Above: Michelangelo,
The Last Judgment,
Altar Wall of the Sistine
Chapel
(The Vatican, Rome)
Attribution: Wikipedia

it (cf. 2 Pet. 3:7, 10-12). The flight of the present earth and
heaven from God’s presence strengthens the description of
Him as the ultimate Judge.” Constable's Notes at Rev
20:11.
This final judgment will also see the final disposition of the
original heaven and earth. Walvoord writes: “Passages such
as Rev 20:11 and 2 Pet 3:10 state explicitly that this destruction [of the current earth and sky] is literal and physical. It
would be most natural that the present earth and heaven,
the scene of the struggle with Satan and sin, should be displaced by an entirely new order suited for eternity. The
whole structure of the universe is operating on the principle
of a clock that is running down. What could be simpler for
God to create a new heaven and a new earth by divine de-
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cree in keeping with His purposes for

3:5, 13:8, 17:8, 20:15, 21:27; Isa 4:3; Ps

eternity?” Walvoord, Revelation at 317.

69:28; Dan 12:1; Lk 10:20; Phil 4:3. The

Rev 20:12-13—The next two verses
deal with the identity of those who are to
be judged and the basis of judgment.
Walvoord sees this final judgment as “a
fullfillment of the principle of Hebrews
9:27: ‘It is appointed for man to die
once, and after that comes judgment.’”
Walvoord, Revelation at 318. Constable
writes: “The dead before this throne are
evidently at least the unsaved of all ages
who now stand resurrected (Rev 20:5;
Dan 12:2). They come from all classes
and groups of humanity. The ‘books’
contain a record of their deeds (cf. Deut
32:34; Ps 56:8; Isa 65:6; Dan 7:10; Mal
3:16; Matt 12:37).” Constable’s Notes at
Rev 20:12.

books first mentioned are noted in the
plural and contain a record of what the
the dead had done. “The dead are
judged on the basis of the records, and
as in other final judgments, the sum of
their works is now examined. It is noteworthy that all the final judgments are
judgments of works.” Walvoord, Revelation at 318. Walvoord concludes: “Here
the works evidently are such that salvation is not the issue but rather the degree of punishment, as there is no indication that any righteous are found in this
judgment.” Walvoord, Revelation at 318.
Constable agrees, noting: “Since He will
evaluate their deeds, there seems to be
a diﬀerence in degrees of punishment as
there will be diﬀerences in rewards for

John identifies two categories of books

believers (cf. Matt 11:20-24).” Consta-

that are opened to serve as the basis for

ble’s Notes at Rev 20:12.

judgment of the dead, “according to
what they had done” (Rev 20:12). “Their
judgment is made on the basis of the
books that are opened . . . . This shows
that God’s judgment is not arbitrary, but
based on evidence from the person’s
life.” Walvoord, Revelation at 318.

The repetition of the basis for judgment—“according to what they had
done”—underscores the conclusion that
deeds and not sins will be the issue.
Sins have been paid for (1 Jn 2:2, 1 Tim
2:5-6). Thus, the issue will be how the
righteousness of the people being

The “book of life” contains the names of

judged stacks up against the righteous-

“those who are saved and have eternal

ness of Christ.

life.” Walvoord, Revelation at 318; Rev
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Rev 20:14-15—These final two verses

ful for those who enter into its truth. The

are remarkable and sobering at the

fact of eternal punishment is not limited

same time. Constable writes: “From this

to this passage of Scripture, for Christ

point on there will be no more death (cf.

Himself speaks of the destiny of the evil

1 Cor 15:24-28). God will cast death and

in many passages (Matt 13:42, 25:41,

Hades into the lake of fire. This is hell,

46, etc.).” Walvoord, Revelation at 321.

the place of eternal punishment.” Constable’s Notes at Rev 20:14.

In Matt 25:41 and 46, Jesus made clear
both the destination of these cursed

The "second death" is separation from

ones and the duration of the eternal fire

God in the lake of fire (cf. Rev 19:20;

when He is describing the sheep and

Rev 21:8). But for anyone suﬀering this

goats judgment at His Second Coming:

eternal judgment, “[t]heir ultimate destiny of eternal punishment is not, in the
last analysis, because God wished it,
but because they would not come to
God for the grace that He freely offered.” Walvoord, Revelation at 320.
Some might ask, “Does eternal punishment really mean forever?” Walvoord answers compellingly, “It also seems very
clear, according to Revelation 20:10 as
well as other passages, that those
thrown into the lake of fire are not annihilated. The beast and the false prophet
are still alive and still tormented a thousand years after they are cast into it,
and the Scriptures make plain that along

“Then he will say to those on his left,
‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and
his angels. . . . And these will go away
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
It is interesting to note that the lake of
fire was prepared for Satan and his
fallen angels according to Matt 25:41.
Thus, all who end up there will have chosen to follow Satan in rebellion against
and separation from the One True God.
As a result, their punishment will simply
be an eternal granting of their wish for
separation from God.

with Satan they will be tormented forever. . . . A thorough appreciation of eternal punishment, however, will in the end
enhance the doctrine of God’s grace
and make His love all the more wonder163

Rev 20 Summary

1. Based on Dan 12:7, 11-12, there will be

holiness, glory, righteousness and jus-

a 75-day interval between the Second

tice, full knowledge, health, universal

Coming and the start of the Millennium.

worship, prosperity, and the presence of

During this time, a number of events will

God. Hitchcock, The End at 424-28.

occur:

•
•

Removal of the Abomination of Deso-

the Millennium, God will release Satan

lation

from the abyss (cf. 1 Pet 3:19). Two rea-

Casting of the Antichrist and False

sons are implied in the text: to demon-

Prophet into the lake of fire

•

Binding Satan and throwing him into
the abyss for 1,000 years

•
•

4. Satan’s Final Rebellion. “At the end of

Judgments

strate the incorrigibility of Satan, and to
demonstrate the depravity of humanity.”
Constable's Notes at Rev 20:7.

•

the thousand years are ended,” indi-

Marriage supper of the Lamb (or possi-

cating a literal time period (Rev 20:7).

bly at the start of the Millennium)
2. Hitchcock identifies at least three pur-

When—This rebellion occurs “when

•

What—Satan will be released from his

poses for the Millennium (The End at

prison (Rev 20:7), and he will come

417-21):

out to deceive the nations (Rev 20:8).

•
•
•

To fulfill God’s promises

•

the sand of the sea (Rev 20:8).

To redeem creation
To reward the faithful

3. Ten prominent conditions will prevail
on the earth during Christ’s reign in the
Millennial Kingdom of Christ: Peace, joy,

Who—The nations will number like

•

Where—They marched up over the
broad plain of the earth (maybe the
Jezreel Valley) and surrounded the
camp of the saints and the beloved
city (Jerusalem) (Rev 20:9).
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Above: Tintoretto,
Detail of The Last
Judgment (Madonna
dell’Orto, Venice)
Attribution: WikiArt

•

What Happens?—Fire came down from heaven and consumed them (Rev 20:9). Satan is thrown into the lake of
fire where the beast and the false prophet are already present (Rev 20:10). Satan and his two Tribulation henchmen
will be tormented day and night forever and ever (Rev
20:10).

5. The Great White Throne Judgment is the last of the seven
future judgments connected with the End Times events. For
the Great White Throne Judgment, remember 4 J’s:

•

The Judge—Jesus Christ (Jn 5:22).

•

The Judged—“the dead, great and small” (Rev 20:12).
These are the “rest of the dead [who] did not come to life
until the thousand years were ended” (Rev 20:5).

•

The Judicial Standard—“what was written in the books,
according to what they had done” (Rev 20:12-13).

•

The Judgment—“the second death, the lake of fire” (Rev
20:14-15). Even Death and Hades are thrown into the
lake of fire (Rev 20:14).
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12!REV 21-22
Eternity
Eternity. Just saying the word elicits a curi-

ber, too, Walvoord’s observation above

ous blend of uncertainty and wonderment.

in connection with the Great White

Fruchtenbaum makes a key observation

Throne Judgment discussion that the

about the last two chapters of Revelation:

“whole structure of the universe is oper-

“Whereas much of the information in the

ating on the principle of a clock that is

first twenty chapters of the Book of Revela-

running down.” Walvoord, Revelation at

tion can also be found in the Old Testa-

317. Time for the present heaven and

ment, the last two chapters of Revelation

earth will expire, and they will be re-

contain brand-new material not revealed to

placed by a “new order suited for eter-

the prophets of the Old Testament.”

nity.” Walvoord, Revelation at 317.

Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the Messiah at 523. “Revelation 21–22 presents at

2. Creation of the new heaven and new

least five key points about the eternal

earth—“After the present order is de-

state, or what we often call heaven.” Hitch-

stroyed, God will put it all back together

cock, The End at 449.

again. . . . He will gather all the building
blocks of the original creation and make

1. Cremation of the present heaven and

a brand-new universe. The Greek word

earth—Although scholars debate

for “new” in Revelation 21:1 is kainos,

whether the new heaven and earth are

which denotes something not just new

renovated or recreated, the old heaven

in time but new qualitatively. Something

and earth will disappear. Several biblical

that is diﬀerent and superior to the old.

texts describe this event: Ps 102:25-26;

It will be a perfect place existing in a per-

Isa 34:4, 51:6; Matt 24:35; Mk 13:31;

fect environment.” Hitchcock, The End

Lk 21:33; 2 Pet 3:10; Rev 21:1. Remem-

at 451.
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3. Conditions of the new heaven and new earth—”What
started in Genesis is brought to completion in Revelation.
Everything will come full circle in eternity.” Hitchcock, The
End at 453.
4. Capital of the new heaven and new earth—The New Jerusalem will be the capital of the eternal state. Hitchcock observes: “The glory of God will be the main feature of this

[T]he general
picture here [of the
New Jerusalem] is
one of unmistakable
beauty, designed to
reflect the glory of
God in a spectrum of
brilliant color.

city (Revelation 21:11, 23).” Hitchcock, The End at 455. He
adds: “The heavenly city described in Revelation 21–22 is
the third heaven that Paul visited in 2 Corinthians 12. It is
the place that Jesus is preparing for us (John 14:1-3). It is
the Father’s house in which there are many dwelling places.
He has now been working on it for two thousand years. . . .
Above all, it is the dwelling place of God. As D.L. Moody
once said, ‘It is not the jeweled walls or pearly gates that
are going to make heaven attractive. It is being with God.’”
Hitchcock, The End at 456-57.

John Walvoord,
Revelation at 337.

5. Citizens of the new heaven and new earth—Hitchcock
cites Heb 12:22-24 to describe the citizens of the new
heaven and earth. Those verses identify at least three
groups in addition to the Father, Son, and Spirit: a) angels
(v. 22), b) the Church (v. 23—“the assembly of the firstborn”), and c) the rest of the people of God from other ages
(OT, Tribulation, Millennium, v. 23—“the spirits of the righteous made perfect”). Hitchcock concludes: “All who by
God’s grace have trusted in the person and promises of
God will be in heaven.” Hitchcock, The End at 457. He
closes with the question for the ages: Will you be there?
This question is not only the key issue in all of life, but its answer is the one that will determine your eternal future. Hitchcock, The End at 458-59.
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Rev 21-22 Insights

Rev 21:1-8—New heaven and earth: new
things have come, and the old has passed

Rev 21:9-27—New Jerusalem

away.

•

Its glory—God Himself (Rev 21:11).

•

God dwells with His people (Rev 21:3).

•

The city is not the bride of Christ. It is a

•

The old has passed away—no more sor-

eternity future and is compared to a

row, death, mourning, crying, or pain

bride in beauty and in relationship to

(Rev 21:4).

Christ. Walvoord, Revelation at 331.

•

•

New things have come. Note the third

residence for the saints of all ages for

•

use of “it is done”: 1) done with sin (Jn

lematic in terms of symbolic interpreta-

19:30); 2) done with the judgments (Rev

tion. Here are some principles for Rev

16:17); and 3) done with the old things

21: 1) John actually saw what he re-

of human history (Rev 21:5-6).

corded, and he described what he saw
in terms that were meaningful to him. 2)

There is complete satisfaction (Rev

To some extent, what he sees is inter-

21:6b), full inheritance (Rev 21:7a), and

preted for him. Walvoord, Revelation at

full fellowship (Rev 21:7b).

•

There is no place for the unsaved whose
lives are characterized by eight traits

331.

•

glory of God” (Rev 21:11, 18). Walvoord,

139.
Note the contrasting heritages of those
who trust in the Lamb and those who
don’t (Rev 21:7-8).

Note the transparency of the city—it is
a city that “is designed to transmit the

listed in Rev 21:8. Ryrie, Revelation at

•

This chapter is probably the most prob-

Revelation at 336.

•

Its 12 gates are inscribed with the
names of the 12 tribes of Israel, and its
walls have 12 foundations that contain
the names of the 12 apostles (Rev
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21:12-14). Ryrie makes an important observation: “Notice
that even in eternity Israel and the church are distinguished,
though both are included in God’s redeemed people.” Ryrie,

12 Precious Gems
Inlayed in the
Foundation Stones
(Rev 21:19-20):
1. Jasper (diamond)
2. Sapphire (deep
blue)
3. Agate (green)
4. Emerald (green)
5. Onyx (layered
stone of red)
6. Carnelian (blood
red)
7. Chrysolite (golden
yellow)
8. Beryl (sea green)
9. Topaz (greenish
gold or yellow)
10. Chrysoprase
(gold green)
11. Jacinth (violet)
12. Amethyst (purple
quartz)

Revelation at 139-40.

•

Its measurements—12,000 stadia equals approximately
1380 miles; think of the dimensions as covering roughly the
distance from Dallas to LA; to Fargo, N.D.; to Washington,
D.C.; and back to Dallas (Rev 21:15-17).
Its cube shape reflects the fourfold dimensions of God’s
love in Eph 3:18. But some commentators say it is not necessarily a cube and could be in the shape of a pyramid with
the throne of God at the top. Walvoord summarizes: “The
city’s shape is not mentioned, but judging from its square
dimensions some have assumed it to be a cube. Inspiration, however, does not indicate the shape; it also could be
in the form of a pyramid with sides sloping to a peak at the
height indicated. This would have certain advantages, not
necessarily because it is smaller, but because this shape
provides a vehicle for the river of life to proceed out of the
throne of God, which seems to be at the top, to find its way
to the bottom, assuming our experience of gravity will be
somewhat normal also in the new earth.” Walvoord, Revelation at 335.
Ryrie notes that “Henry Morris makes some intriguing observations about the city and its population. He suggests that
the city will include both horizontal and vertical blocks

Mark Hitchcock,
The End at 456.

rather than square blocks as in our present-day cities.” Ryrie, Revelation at 140, citing Morris, The Revelation Record
at 451.
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•

Its light is the glory of God and its lamp

ate, and it reflects not only the infinite

is the Lamb. Jesus literally fulfills in eter-

wisdom and power of God but also His

nity His statement in John 8:12 that He

grace as extended to the objects of His

is the light of the world. Ryrie adds: The

salvation.” Walvoord, Revelation at 336-

city requires no sun or moon since the

37.

glory of God and the Lamb will light the
city. This does not necessarily mean that

•

DOES NOT have:

there will be no sun or moon (which may
still furnish light for the outlying areas),
but only that the they will not be required for light within the city.” Ryrie,

•

Does Have
The river of the water of
life (22:1)

Does Not Have
A temple (21:22)

Revelation at 141.

The throne of God and
the Lamb (22:1, 3)

A sun or moon (21:23)

Walvoord notes a prominence of the

The tree of life (22:2)

Shut gates (21:25)

number 12 in this passage: 12 gates, an-

Worship (22:3)

Night (21:25)

The Lamb (22:4)

Sin or sinners (21:27,
22:3)

gels, and tribes of Israel (Rev 21:12); 12
foundations and apostles (Rev 21:14);
12 pearls (21:21); 12 kinds of fruit (Rev
22:2); city measurements described as

•

Five things the New Jerusalem DOES &

•

“[T]he Lord God Himself and the Lamb
are the temple of the new city. No longer

12,000 stadia; and a wall height that is

is a structure necessary, for believers

12 times 12, or 144 cubits (Rev 21:17).

are in the immediate presence of the

Walvoord, Revelation at 333. The num-

Lord with no need for an earthly media-

ber 12 can be found in 162 places in the

tor or shadows of things eternal. . . . Be-

Bible, and Revelation alone has 10 oc-

lievers now have access to the most sa-

currences of the number, most of them

cred, intimate fellowship with the Lord

in Rev 21.

their God in fulfillment of the many promises given to the saints." Walvoord, Reve-

“[T]he general picture here is one of un-

lation at 337.

mistakable beauty, designed to reflect
the glory of God in a spectrum of brilliant color. . . . The city is undoubtedly

•

What will life in the New Jerusalem be
like? Walvoord thinks that “[b]elievers in

far more beautiful to the eye than any-

their glorified bodies do not need rest,

thing humans have ever been able to cre-

and their lives are full of continuous ac-
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tivity even like the holy angels.” Wal-

longer any curse.” Ryrie, Revelation at

voord, Revelation at 339.

142.

Rev 22:1-5—Restoration: Many commen-

•

Rev 22:3-5—John captures three of the

tators see Rev 22 “as the restoration of all

highest privileges that followers of Christ

that was lost in the Garden of Eden, and

will enjoy in eternity:

more.” Walvoord, Revelation at 341.

•

1) Serving and worshiping the Lamb

Rev 22:1-2—The verses highlight the

(Rev 22:3). The word worship in Rev

river of life, the throne of God and the

22:3 is the GK word λατρεύω, mean-

Lamb, the street of the New Jerusalem,

ing to serve in the carrying out of relig-

and the tree of life that spans the river

ious duties and is used for priestly

and street. The river is the water of life

service, which we as a kingdom of

issuing from the throne of God and the

priests will render to our God and the

Lamb, providing a heavenly and ultimate

Lamb.

fulfillment of Jesus’ words to the woman

2) Seeing the Lamb face-to-face

at the well in John 4:10 (“he would have

(Rev 22:4)

given you living water”), 14 (“The water

3) Reigning with Him forever and ever

that I will give him will become in him a

(Rev 22:5)

spring of water welling up to eternal
life.”).

Rev 22:6-21—Epilogue: Revelation closes

“The tree that man was excluded from

with an epilogue (Rev 22:6-21), just as it

when he was expelled from the Garden

began with a prologue (Rev 1:1-8). In the

of Eden [Gen 3:22-24] will be available

epilogue, we see John return to themes

to all of God’s people for all of eternity.”

that he introduced in the prologue: Things

Hitchcock, The End at 456. This tree

that must soon take place, angelic deliver-

yields fruit throughout the year, indicat-

ance of the message, and a blessing for

ing “continuous blessing.” The healing

those who keep the words of the proph-

nature of its leaves indicate that they “en-

ecy.

hance the quality of life in a positive

•

way, not that they heal illness; for there
will be no illnesses when there is no

Rev 22:6-7—The phrases “what must
soon take place” (Rev 22:6) and Jesus’
promise that He is “coming soon” (22:7,
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12, 20), along with the angelic instruction to John to “not
seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time
is near,” underscore that Christ’s return is imminent—that is,
it could occur at any moment. “Soon” and “near” do not
necessarily mean closeness in time, but we can take assurance that we are 2,000 years closer today than John was
when he penned these words.
“Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy
of this book” (Rev 22:7) are the very words of Jesus Himself, underscoring the trustworthy nature of this promised
blessing. It is the sixth blessing of Revelation.

Each book of the
Bible is important,
but the last book has
the added
significance of being
the consummation
and climax of God’s
revelation.

•

Rev 22:10-11—In contrast to Daniel, who is told that his
words “are shut up and sealed until the time of the end”
(Dan 12:9, cf. Dan 12:4), John is specifically instructed: “Do
not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book” (Rev
22:10). Why? Because “the time is near” (Rev 22:10). Thus,
John was to tell others! And Rev 22:11 reminds the living
that their destinies will be fixed when Christ returns. Ryrie,
Revelation at 146.

Charles Ryrie,
Revelation at 7.

•

Rev 22:12—Jesus Himself confirms again that the future
judgments will be based on what we “have done.” Sin won’t
be an issue because He paid the penalty for sin. Works will
be the issue.

•

Rev 22:13—“The three pairs of titles given in verse 13 all
connote the same truth, that Christ is the beginning and
source of all things, as well as the goal and consummation
of all; in a word, the eternal God.” Walvoord, Revelation at
347.
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•

Rev 22:14—John records the seventh

crown of righteousness, which the Lord,

and final blessing of Revelation. Is this

the righteous judge, will award to me on

blessing for all believers, or is this a

that Day, and not only to me but also to

blessing that is awarded to those who

all who have loved his appearing.”

persevere faithfully to the end? Dillow ar-

It is important to note that this verse con-

gues that the GK word order advances

tains the first reference to the

“by the gates” to the beginning of the

“churches” since Rev 3:22, providing

clause for emphasis. He writes: “John is

some evidence that the Church is not

placing the emphasis not on entering

present on earth during the Tribulation.

the city, but on entering “by the gates”
into the city. All will enter the city, but
only some will come in through the

•

Bride of Christ—the church—issue a

gates. In the Greek text this is emphatic

threefold invitation to eternal life to “the

and would be best rendered, ‘and may

one who hears,” “the one who is thirsty,”

by the gates enter into the city.’ John is

and “the one who desires to take the wa-

giving emphasis to the way of entrance,

ter of life without price.” Note well that

that is, by the gates, and not the fact of

even if the water of life is oﬀered to us

entrance.” Dillow adds: “There were

without cost to us, it cost the Father the

thousands of entry ways into Rome, but

death of His Son and the Son the agony

Caesar entered by the gates, by the vic-

of the cross.

tory arch.” Thus, Dillow concludes:
“[T]he expression ‘enter by the gates’ is

•

Rev 22:17—Both the Holy Spirit and the

•

Rev 22:18-19—John adds a stern warn-

a functional equivalent for ‘enter with

ing: “I warn everyone who hears the

special honor.’” Dillow, Final Destiny at

words of the prophecy of this book: if

950-51.

anyone adds to them, God will add to

Rev 22:16—John quotes Jesus’ words
in Rev 22:16. They are an encouragement, motivation, and admonition for the
churches of John’s day and for all those
who have looked forward to His appearing ever since. Paul writes in 2 Tim 4:8:
“Henceforth there is laid up for me the

him the plagues described in this book,
and if anyone takes away from the
words of the book of this prophecy, God
will take away his share in the tree of life
and in the holy city, which are described
in this book.” Ryrie observes: “These are
solemn warnings against ignoring, per-
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verting, or tampering with the message of the book.” Ryrie,
Above: Mosaic above
Cave of the Apocalypse
entrance (Island of
Patmos)
The mosiac depicts the
Apostle John and his
disciple Prochoros, who
records John’s visions.
Attribution: Wikipedia

Revelation at 147.

•

Rev 22:20-21—John closes with a promise from Jesus and
John’s hearty aﬃrmation in Rev 22:20 and an extension of
the grace of Christ to all in Rev 22:21. John writes: “He who
testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming soon.’
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the Lord Jesus be
with all. Amen.”

•

As the following chart demonstrates, what was started in
Genesis is completed at the end of Revelation. What is broken by sin in Genesis is remade at the end of Revelation.
Cf. similar charts in Constable’s Notes at Rev 21:1–22:5;
Hitchcock, The End at 454; Walvoord, Revelation at 341.
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Genesis

Revelation

Heavens & earth created (1:1)

New heavens & earth created (21:1)

Sun & moon created (1:16)

No need of the sun or moon (21:23)

Night established (1:5)

No night there (21:25, 22:5)

Seas created (1:10)

No more sea (21:1)

Satan appears to deceive man (3:1)

Satan disappears forever (20:10)

Walk with God interrupted (3:8-10)

Walk with God resumed (21:3)

Initial triumph of the serpent (3:13)

Ultimate triumph of the Lamb (22:3)

Curse announced (3:14-17)

No more curse (22:3)

Sorrow & pain begin (3:17)

No more sorrow & pain (21:4)

Death enters history (3:19)

No more death (21:4)

Man’s dominion broken in the fall of first
man, Adam (3:19)

Man’s dominion restored in the rule of
Christ (22:5)

Man driven from the tree of life (3:24)

Man given right to the tree of life (22:14)

Man driven from God’s presence (3:24)

God dwells with men, and they see His
face (21:3, 22:4)

So what? Here is the final “So what?” of the Book of Revelation:

•

Do you really believe the truths of this book? Are you holding fast to what you have
learned?

•

Are you just satisfying your curiosity, or will your study of Revelation inspire you to live in
accordance with the reality unveiled?

•

Are you ready to see the Lord? Are you motivated to tell others about Him?

•

Are you faithfully feeding others in the household the Lord has entrusted to you?

•

Are you living in light of John’s closing prayer in Rev 22:20?
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Rev 21-22 Summary

1. Revelation 21–22 presents at least five

going to make heaven attractive. It is
being with God.” Hitchcock, The End

key points about eternity:

•

Cremation of the present heaven
and earth. Several biblical texts de-

•

at 455-57.

•

Citizens of the new heaven and

scribe this event: Ps 102:25-26; Isa

new earth—Will you be there? This

34:4, 51:6; Matt 24:35; Mk 13:31;

question is not only the key issue in

Lk 21:33; 2 Pet 3:10; Rev 21:1.

all of life, but its answer is the one
that will secure your eternal future.

Creation of the new heaven and

Hitchcock, The End at 449-59.

new earth—The Greek word for

•

“new” in Revelation 21:1 (kainos) de-

2. Rev 21—New things have come, and

notes something not just new in time

the old has passed away. God dwells

but new qualitatively.

with His people (Rev 21:3). The old has

Conditions of the new heaven and
new earth—“What started in Genesis
is brought to completion in Revela-

•

passed away—no more sorrow, death,
mourning, crying, or pain (Rev 21:4).

•

New things have come. Note the third

tion. Everything will come full circle in

use of “it is done”: 1) done with sin

eternity.”

(Jn 19:30); 2) done with the judgments
(Rev 16:17); and 3) done with the old

Capital of the new heaven and new
earth—The New Jerusalem will be the
capital of the eternal state, and “[t]he

things of human history (Rev 21:5-6).

•

This chapter is probably the most

glory of God will be the main feature

problematic in terms of symbolic in-

of this city (Revelation 21:11, 23).” As

terpretation. To better understand

D.L. Moody once said, “It is not the

Rev 21, remember these principles:

jeweled walls or pearly gates that are

1) John actually saw what he re-
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corded, and he described what he
saw in terms that were meaningful to

22 “as the restoration of all that was lost

him. 2) To some extent, what he sees

in the Garden of Eden, and more.” Wal-

is interpreted for him. Walvoord, Reve-

voord, Revelation at 341.

lation at 331.

•

•

•

life, the throne of God and the Lamb,

stadia, which equals approximately

the street of the New Jerusalem, and

1380 miles; think of the dimensions as

the tree of life that spans the river and

covering roughly the distance from

street. The river is the water of life is-

Dallas to LA; to Fargo, N.D.; to Wash-

suing from the throne of God and the

ington, D.C.; and back to Dallas (Rev

Lamb, providing a heavenly and ulti-

21:15-17).

mate fulfillment of Jesus’ words to the
woman at the well in John 4:10 & 14.

Its light is the glory of God and its

•

John captures three of the highest

in eternity His statement in John 8:12

privileges that followers of Christ will

that He is the light of the world.

enjoy in eternity: 1) Serving and worshiping the Lamb (Rev 22:3); 2) See-

“[T]he Lord God Himself and the

ing the Lamb face-to-face (Rev 22:4);

Lamb are the temple of the new city.

3) Reigning with Him forever and ever

No longer is a structure necessary, for
believers are in the immediate presence of the Lord with no need for an

•

Verses 1 and 2 highlight the river of

The New Jerusalem measures 12,000

lamp is the Lamb. Jesus literally fulfills

•

3. Rev 22—Many commentators see Rev

(Rev 22:5).

•

Revelation closes with an epilogue

earthly mediator or shadows of things

(Rev 22:6-21), just as it began with a

eternal.” Walvoord, Revelation at 337.

prologue (Rev 1:1-8). In the epilogue,

What will life in the New Jerusalem be
like? Walvoord thinks that “[b]elievers
in their glorified bodies do not need
rest, and their lives are full of continuous activity even like the holy angels.”
Walvoord, Revelation at 339.

we see John return to themes that he
introduced in the prologue: Things
that must soon take place, angelic deliverance of the message, and a blessing for those who keep the words of
the prophecy.
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•

The phrases “what must soon take

•

place” (Rev 22:6) and Jesus’ promise

the “churches” since Rev 3:22, provid-

that He is “coming soon” (22:7, 12, 20),

ing some evidence that the Church is

along with the angelic instruction to

not present on earth during the Tribula-

John to “not seal up the words of the

tion.

prophecy of this book, for the time is
near,” underscore that Christ’s return is

•

moment.

ings against ignoring, perverting, or tam-

“Blessed is the one who keeps the

Ryrie, Revelation at 147.

words of the prophecy of this book”
(Rev 22:7) are the very words of Jesus

pering with the message of the book.”

•

grace to all.

ture of this promised blessing. It is the
sixth blessing of Revelation.

•

broken by sin in Genesis is remade at

words “are shut up and sealed until the

the end of Revelation.

time of the end” (Dan 12:9, cf. Dan
not seal up the words of the prophecy of
this book” (Rev 22:10). Why? Because
“the time is near” (Rev 22:10). Thus,

•
•

Are you just satisfying your curiosity, or
will your study of Revelation inspire you
to live in accordance with the reality unveiled?

In Rev 22:14 John records the seventh
and final blessing of Revelation.“The

Do you really believe the truths of this
book?

John was to tell others!

•

What was started in Genesis is completed at the end of Revelation. What is

In contrast to Daniel, who is told that his

12:4), John is specifically instructed: “Do

John closes the book with Jesus’ promise to return and an extension of His

Himself, underscoring the trustworthy na-

•

John adds stern warnings in Rev
22:18-19 that Ryrie calls “solemn warn-

imminent—that is, it could occur at any

•

Rev 22:16 contains the first reference to

•

Are you willing to tell others about the

phrase “enter by the gates” connotes en-

hope that is within you and the judg-

try with special honor, a recognition for

ment that is coming?

those believers who have persevered
faithfully until the end. Dillow, Final Destiny at 950-51.

•

Are you living in light of the imminency
of the rapture and Christ’s return?
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Conclusion

It is fitting to end our study of the Book of

away from the words of the prophecy of

Revelation by remembering that God loved

this book:

the Apostle John so much that He entrusted to him this sacred revelation that is
unlike any other in the New Testament.
Similarly, in the Old Testament Daniel was
a man beloved by God and to whom He en-

I warn everyone who hears the words of
the prophecy of this book: if anyone
adds to them, God will add to him the
plagues described in this book, and if

trusted visions of the End Times.

anyone takes away from the words of

And now, dear readers, God loves you so

away his share in the tree of life and in

much that He sent His Son to die in your

the holy city, which are described in this

place and make available to you so great a

book. (Rev 22:18-19)

salvation by faith in His Son. The question
of history and for you right now is the
same one Jesus asked His disciples in

the book of this prophecy, God will take

Thus, it is my fervent desire that this study
never add to nor take away from the words

Matt 16:15: “Who do you say that I am?”

of the prophecy of this book, but rather

Just as God loved Daniel and John and en-

Revelation. Then, may the words of the

trusted to them visions of His plans for the

prophecy of this book motivate you to tell

End Times, so now God has entrusted to

others about Christ and give you an eter-

you His revelation of the End Times in the

nal hope that is secure because it is an-

Book of Revelation. Thus, the second ques-

chored in the One who lives forever.

tion for you is what will you do with the
truths contained in Revelation? Jesus
promises a blessing for the one who
“keeps the words of the prophecy of this
book” (Rev 22:7), and He gives a stern

simply aid you in understanding the text of

He who testifies to these things
says, “Surely I am coming soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
(Rev 22:20)

warning to any who would add to or take
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Antichrist
The beast from the sea of Rev 13:1-8; also known as the man of
lawlessness and son of destruction in 2 Thes 2:3; the lawless one in
2 Thes 2:8; the little horn of Dan 7:8-11, 21-26 & 8:9-12, 23-25; king
of bold face (Dan 8:23); and the prince who is to come (Dan 9:26).

Related Glossary Terms
False Prophet

Index

Find Term

Chapter 1 - Terms of the End Times

Day of the Lord
God’s judgments during the Tribulation culminating in Christ’s
Second Coming (1 Thes 5:2-4).

Related Glossary Terms
Second Coming, Tribulation

False Prophet
The beast from the earth in Rev 13:11-18, who exercises the authority of the first beast (or Antichrist) in his presence. This beast is
called the False Prophet in Rev 16:13, 19:20, and 20:10, and he
makes the earth worship the Antichrist, performs great signs, and
deceives those who dwell on earth.

Related Glossary Terms
Antichrist

Great Tribulation
The last 3½ years of the seven-year Tribulation period
(Dan 9:27; Matt 24:15-22; Rev 13:5-6).

Related Glossary Terms
Second Coming, Tribulation

Great White Throne Judgment
The judgment of the dead by Christ after the Millennium
(Rev 20:11-15).

Related Glossary Terms
Millennium

Judgment Seat of Christ
An evaluation by Jesus Christ of the believer’s works spoken of in Rom 14:10-12, 1 Cor 3:10-15, and 2 Cor 5:10.

Related Glossary Terms
Drag related terms here

Millennium
The 1,000-year period following the Second Coming in
which Jesus will be physically present to reign on earth
(Rev 20:1-6).

Related Glossary Terms
Great White Throne Judgment, Second Coming

Rapture
The removal of both living and dead Church Age believers
from the earth to be with Christ forever (1 Thes 4:16-17).

Related Glossary Terms
Tribulation

Seal, Trumpet, and Bowl Judgments
Three series of seven judgments each depicted in Rev 616. The judgments increase in severity and impact progressively more of the earth’s people.

Related Glossary Terms
Drag related terms here

Second Coming
Jesus’ bodily return to earth at the close of the Great
Tribulation (Rev 19:11-21).

Related Glossary Terms
Day of the Lord, Great Tribulation, Millennium, Tribulation

Tribulation
The seven-year period of unparalleled trouble on the earth
after the Rapture and culminating in the Second Coming of
Christ (Dan 9:24-27).

Related Glossary Terms
Day of the Lord, Great Tribulation, Rapture, Second Coming

