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Hillary Clinton is leading Donald Trump 38% to 25%  
 
Clinton’s lead is not a surprise given that the Democratic presidential candidates have carried the state 
since 1988 and the party has a significant registration advantage in Oregon. What is remarkable is that 
with just two months before the election – and after more than a year of campaigning – the candidates 
from the two major parties have only a combined 63% support from voters. Among the third party 
candidates, Gary Johnson is polling at 10%, Jill Stein at 3%, and 8% say that they plan to vote for some 
other candidate (which would have to be a write-in as there will be no other presidential candidates listed 
on Oregonians’ ballots). 17% of voters are undecided on the candidate or whether to cast a vote at all. 
 
Clinton Support 
 
Clinton’s largest lead is highest among Democrats (60%). She also draws support from 34% of non-
affiliated (NAV) and other voters.1  
 
When it comes to demographics, Clinton’s lead is strongest in the Portland metro area (47%) and with 
voters with a college degree (47%).  
 
Trump Support 
 
Trump carries less support among members of his own party than does Clinton (52%). Additionally, he 
has less support from NAVs and other voters (22%). 
 
Trump finds strong support among voters ages 65+ (36%) and those with a high school diploma or less 
(36%). Notably, Trump is running even with Clinton outside the Portland metro area. 
 
Johnson Support 
 
Johnson’s greatest sources of support are Republicans (14%), NAVs and other voters (13%), and those 
18-44 (17%). However, the sample size of Johnson supporters is small (N=51). 

 
Kate Brown is leading Bud Pierce 43% to 35%  

Kate Brown is in a strong position to win the special election for governor. She now holds an 8-point lead 
over Bud Pierce. For comparison, Brown’s current lead is larger than the margin of John Kitzhaber’s last 
two gubernatorial victories (6 points in 2014; 1.5 points in 2010). 
 
Notably, both Brown and Pierce are polling higher than the presidential candidates for their respective 
parties. Brown leads Clinton by 5 points and Pierce leads Trump by an even larger 10 points.  
 
Brown Support 
 
Brown captures the support of 68% of Democrats, as well as 34% of NAVs and other voters. Her greatest 
demographic leads are among women (50%), voters in the Portland Metro area (50%), and those with a 
college degree (50%).  
 
 
                                                
1 “Other voter” includes voters who are members of the Independent Party of Oregon and all minor parties. 
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Pierce Support 
 
Pierce carries nearly as much support among Republicans as does Brown among Democrats (67%). His  
strongest support is among men (43%), those with household incomes greater than $75,000 (43%), 
voters ages 65 and older (41%). Like Trump, Pierce is running even with or slightly ahead of Brown 
outside the Portland metro area. 

There is no defining issue driving the race for governor 
 
Survey respondents were asked to name the one or two most important issues they are considering when 
deciding between the candidates for governor. The most frequently mentioned were jobs and the 
economy and education, but those were only identified by 30% and 16% of voters, respectively. Other 
issues that have been the center of Oregon’s political debates for the last year were rarely mentioned. For 
example, just 2% said infrastructure and roads, and only 1% said Measure 97. 
 
John Horvick, Vice President and Political Director of DHM Research, says, “As we head into the final 
stretch of this wild election season, Democrats Kate Brown and Hillary Clinton are well positioned to win 
the state.  Given that Democrats have dominated in statewide races for the last two decades, this isn’t 
much of a surprise. If there is a shocker in this survey, it’s the utter weakness of the two presidential 
candidates. Oregon is known for its high voter turnout, but we’ll be watching to see if this lack of 
enthusiasm starts to affect participation and down ballot races.”	
 
Note to Editors 
DHM Research is a widely respected opinion research and consultation firm. We are non-partisan and 
independent, and specialize in assisting public, private, and non-profit clients with planning and decision-
making informed by valid qualitative and quantitative research. Located in Portland, Oregon, with offices 
in Seattle, Washington and Washington, D.C., we have a national reputation for objectivity and 
thoroughness. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
Annotated Questionnaire 
Cross tables 
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INTRODUCTION & METHODOLOGY 
 
From Thursday, September 1, through Monday, September 6, 2106, DHM Research conducted a 
telephone survey of Oregon voters. The purpose of the survey was to measure support voter support for 
the candidates for president and governor.  
 
Research Methodology: The telephone survey consisted of 517 registered Oregon voters. This is a 
sufficient sample size to assess voter opinions generally and to review findings by multiple subgroups. 
Respondents were contacted by a live interviewer from a list registered voters, which included cell 
phones (46% of the sample). Sample quotas were set by gender, age, area of the state and political party 
to match the expected general election turnout.  
 
In gathering responses, a variety of quality control measures were employed, including questionnaire pre-
testing and validation.  
 
Statement of Limitations: Any sampling of opinions or attitudes is subject to a margin of error. The 
margin of error is a standard statistical calculation that represents differences between the sample and 
total population at a confidence interval, or probability, calculated to be 95%. This means that there is a 
95% probability that the sample taken for this study would fall within the stated margin of error if 
compared with the results achieved from surveying the entire population. The margin of error for this 
survey is ±4.3%.  
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Statewide Survey 
September 1-6, 2016 

Registered Voters modeled for general election turnout 
 N=517; margin of error ±4.3% 

 
1. All things considered, do you think Oregon is headed in the right direction, or off on the wrong track? 

Response Category  N=517 
Right direction 50% 
Wrong track 36% 
(DON’T READ) Don’t know 13% 

 
2. If the 2016 presidential election were held today, and the candidates were Hillary Clinton, the 

Democrat; Donald Trump, the Republican; Gary Johnson, the Libertarian; and Jill Stein of the Green 
Party, who would you vote for? 

Response Category N=517 
Hillary Clinton 38% 
Donald Trump 25% 
Gary Johnson 10% 
Jill Stein 3% 
(DON’T READ) Somebody else  8% 
(DON’T READ) Probably won’t vote  2% 
(DON’T READ) Don’t know 15% 

 
3. If the 2016 election for Oregon Governor were today and the candidates were Kate Brown, the 

Democrat; and Bud Pierce, the Republican, who would you vote for? 
Response Category N=517 
Kate Brown 43% 
Bud Pierce 35% 
(DON’T READ) Somebody else  3% 
(DON’T READ) Probably won’t vote  1% 
(DON’T READ) Don’t know 18% 

 
4. What are the one or two most important issues for you when deciding which of the candidates for 

governor to vote for? (Open. Probe for up to two answers) 
Response Category N=517 
Jobs, economy 30% 
Education, schools 16% 
Taxes 8% 
Experience, beliefs, views, leadership, history 7% 
Environment, climate change 6% 
Homelessness, poverty 5% 
Housing cost, rent control, affordable housing 5% 
Honesty, transparency, ethics 5% 
Healthcare 4% 
Wages, minimum wage 3% 
Who will help the state/people more 3% 
All other responses 2% or less 
Don’t know 5% 

The last few questions are for statistical purposes and to ensure we talk to a representative group of 
Oregonians. 
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D1. Gender (record from observation) 

Response Category N=517 
Male 49% 
Female 51% 

 
D2. Age (record from sample) 

Response Category  N=517 
18-29 15% 
30-44 24% 
45-64 35% 
65+ 26% 

 
D3. Political party (record from sample) 

Response Category  N=517 
Democrat 41% 
Republican 30% 
Independent Party of Oregon 5% 
Some other party 1% 
Non-affiliated 23% 

 
D4. Vote history (record from sample) 

Response Category N=517 
0/1 of 4 23% 
2 of 4 19% 
3 of 4 22% 
4 of 4 36% 

 
D5. Area of state (record from sample) 

Response Category  N=517 
Tri-County  44% 
Willamette Valley 27% 
Rest of State 29% 

 
D6. What is the highest level of education you have achieved? 

Response Category  N=517 
Less than high school 2% 
High school diploma 18% 
Some college 23% 
Two-year degree or certificate 16% 
Four-year degree 25% 
Graduate/professional school 16% 
(DON’T READ) Don’t know/Refused 1% 
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D7. What was your total household income in 2015? 
Response Category  N=517 
Less than $25,000 11% 
$25,000 to less than $50,000 21% 
$50,000 to less than $75,000 19% 
$75,000 to less than $100,000 14% 
$100,000 to less than $150,000 9% 
$150,000 or more  6% 
(DON’T READ) Don’t know/Refused 19% 

 
D8. Do you have any children 18 or under living in your household? 

Response Category  N=517 
Yes 26% 
No 73% 
(DON’T READ) Don’t know/Refused 1% 

 
D9. What best describes your relationship status? 

Response Category  N=517 
Single 25% 
Married 58% 
Cohabitating with a long-term partner 8% 
Something else 7% 
(DON’T READ) Don’t know/Refused 3% 

 
D10. Do you or anyone in your household belong to a labor union? 

Response Category  N=517 
Yes 19% 
No 80% 
(DON’T READ) Don’t know/Refused 1% 

 
D11. In the last 30 days, have your purchased recreational marijuana from a retail store in Oregon? 

Response Category  N=517 
Yes 7% 
No 90% 
(DON’T READ) Don’t know/Refused 2% 

 
D12. Congressional district (from file) 

Response Category  N=517 
District 1 25% 
District 2 18% 
District 3 19% 
District 4 20% 
District 5 18% 

 
 
 
 
 
  


