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DEACON COACHING STAFFCHING STAFF

 Wake Forest head football coach Jim Grobe is in the 
midst of piloting the Demon Deacons through the most 
successful period in school history.
 After seven seasons at the helm, Grobe has built a 
football program that has been to back-to-back bowl games 
and proven itself to be an annual contender for the Atlantic 
Coast Conference championship.
 In 2007, Grobe led the Deacons to a 9-4 record including 
a 24-10 win over Connecticut in the Meineke Car Care Bowl.  
Combined with last year’s 11-3 record, Wake Forest has 
won 20 games in the last two seasons. Only 18 members of 
the NCAA’s Football Bowl Subdivision have won 20 or more 
games since the start of the 2006 season. Among the nine 
wins in 2007 were victories over North Carolina, NC State 
and Duke. Never before had Wake Forest swept the Big Four 
series in consecutive seasons. And never before had Wake 
won as many as 20 games in just two seasons.
 Wake Forest was successful in 2007 because of an 
efficient offense and an opportunistic defense. The Deacons 
led the nation in non-offensive touchdowns, scoring on six 
interception returns, two fumble returns, a kickoff return and 
a punt return. Wake’s eight defensive touchdowns were 
also the most of any FBS team in the country. Offensively, 
the Deacons set a school record for the most points scored 
in a season and tied the school mark with 44 touchdowns.
 Wake Forest’s success in 2007 was not limited to the 
field. The Deacons had their first Academic All-America 
football player in many years when offensive tackle Louis 
Frazier was named to the first team.
 During his first seven seasons at Wake, Grobe has set 
numerous milestones that were never previously achieved 
by a Deacon football coach. Grobe has taken the Deacons 
to back-to-back bowl games for the first time in school 
history. He is the only coach to take Wake Forest to three 
bowl games in a career. And, with a 46-39 record in seven 
seasons with the Deacons, he is the first coach in over 50 
years to have a career mark of seven games over .500.
 The success of the Deacons in 2007 came as no surprise 
to those who have watched Grobe build the Wake Forest 
program from the ground up. In his first five years on the 
job, Grobe was busy building respectability. In the last two 
years, he has been busy chasing championships.
 The 2006 season was one to remember for all Wake 
Forest fans. Grobe led Wake Forest to its second-ever ACC 
Championship and its first since 1970. The Deacons won 
the ACC’s Atlantic Division title after being picked to finish 
last by the league’s media in the preseason. The 11 wins 
posted by the 2006 team set a school record as Wake 
was the most improved team in the nation, following a 4-7 
record in 2005. The Deacs were ranked in the AP top 25 for 
nine straight weeks in 2006, the longest streak in school 

history and beat Florida State in Tallahassee for the first 
time since 1959 while posting their first win over N.C. State 
in Raleigh since 1984. Grobe’s hard work was rewarded 
by his unanimous selection as the ACC Coach of the Year. 
He was selected as the National Coach of the Year by the 
American Football Coaches Association, the Bobby Dodd 
Foundation, the Associated Press, The Sporting News and 
CBSSportsline.com.
 Grobe was hired in December 2000 to take over a Demon 
Deacon football program long regarded as an afterthought in 
the ACC. He inherited a Wake Forest program that won only 
38 games in the 1990’s. 
 Football observers have recognized Grobe’s efforts in 
transforming Wake Forest into one of the rising programs, 
not just in the ACC, but on a regional and national level. 
 The levels of excitement and expectation surrounding 
Demon Deacon football have reached unprecedented 
heights. That is a tribute to Grobe and his staff who believe 
the best is yet to come. 
 Grobe, 56, has gained a national reputation as a builder 
of programs.
 In seven seasons, Grobe’s teams have won 46 contests, 
earned three bowl berths and won an ACC Championship. 
 That is particularly impressive given the recent ACC 
expansion that introduced three nationally-prominent 
programs to the league. 
 Even with the rising level of play in the conference, 
making the ACC arguably the nation’s best football league, 
Wake Forest has become even more competitive and 
successful. 
 Football observers have already recognized Grobe’s 
efforts in transforming Wake into one of the rising programs, 
not just in the ACC, but on a regional and national basis. 
 “Ever since Jim Grobe arrived in Winston-Salem, this 
program has been soaring upward,” ESPN’s Ron Franklin 
said.
 Long before Wake Forest’s breakout season in 2006, 
the Deacons had performed very well against in-state 
opponents. Since Grobe’s arrival, Wake Forest has defeated 
every Division I opponent in the state, including a 5-0 mark 
against East Carolina, 7-0 vs. Duke, 4-2 vs. North Carolina, 
4-3 vs. NC State, plus victories against I-AA Appalachian 
State and North Carolina A&T. In all, Grobe’s Deacons are 
22-5 against in-state teams.
 In short, Grobe has put Wake Forest in position to be 
extremely competitive in one of America’s best football 
leagues, the ACC, for many years to come.
 Grobe owns a 46-39 record after seven years at Wake 
Forest, 79-72-1 in 13 overall seasons as a head coach.
Before Grobe arrived at WFU, the Deacons went a combined 
26-63 in eight previous years.

DEACON COACCHING
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THE JIM GROBE FILE

BORN
 • February 17, 1952 in Huntington, West Virginia

FAMILY
 • Wife — Holly
 • Sons —  Matt (Melanie) and Ben
 • Grandchildren —  Mackenzie, Cameron

EDUCATION
 • Ferrum Junior College — 1972 
    Associate of Science
 • University of Virginia — 1975
  B.S. in Education
 • University of Virginia — 1978
  M.Ed. In Guidance and Counseling

PLAYING HISTORY
 • Ferrum Junior College — 1971-72
  Inducted into Ferrum College Hall of Fame (2002)
 • University of Virginia — 1973-74
  Starter at guard (‘73) and linebacker (‘74)
  Academic All-ACC

COACHING HONORS
 • 1996 Mid-American Conference Coach of the Year
 • Unanimous 2006 ACC Coach of the Year
 • 2006 National Coach of the Year
  AP, AFCA, Bobby Dodd, The Sporting News

AS A HEAD COACH
Year  School Record Conf Bowl
2007 Wake Forest 9-4 5-3 Meineke
2006  Wake Forest  11-3  6-2  Orange
2005  Wake Forest 4-7  3-5
2004  Wake Forest 4-7  1-7
2003  Wake Forest 5-7  3-5
2002  Wake Forest 7-6  3-5  Seattle
2001  Wake Forest 6-5  3-5
2000  Ohio University 7-4  5-3
1999  Ohio University 5-6  5-3
1998  Ohio University 5-6  5-3
1997  Ohio University 8-3  6-2
1996  Ohio University 6-6  5-3
1995  Ohio University 2-8-1  1-6-1
Career   79-72-1 51-52-1
At Ohio University 33-33-1 27-20-1
At Wake Forest  46-39  24-32

AS AN ASSISTANT COACH
Year  School  Record  Conf Bowl
1994  Air Force  8-4  6-2
1993  Air Force  4-8  1-7
1992  Air Force  7-5  4-4  Liberty
1991  Air Force  10-3  6-2  Liberty
1990  Air Force  7-5  3-4  Liberty
1989  Air Force  8-4-1  5-1-1  Liberty
1988  Air Force  5-7  3-6
1987  Air Force  9-4  6-2  Freedom
1986  Air Force  6-5  6-2
1985  Air Force  12-1  7-1  B’bonnet
1984  Air Force  8-4  4-3  Ind’pen
1983  Marshall  4-7  3-4
1982  Marshall  3-8  1-6
1981  Marshall  2-9  1-5
1980  Marshall  2-8-1  0-5-1
1979  Marshall  1-10  0-6
1978  Emory & Henry  2-7     2-2
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DEACON COACHING STAFF

 The 2006 ACC Championship season was certainly a 
magical one, but it was years in the making.
 Grobe began his Wake Forest tenure in impressive 
fashion, orchestrating one of the greatest turnarounds 
in program history. While laying the foundation for future 
gridiron success, he led his first squad to a bowl-eligible 6-5 
record after Wake Forest went 2-9 the previous season.
 The Deacons won road games at East Carolina, Duke, 
Virginia and North Carolina en route to posting WFU’s 
second winning season since 1992.
 The win over Virginia, Grobe’s alma mater, was Wake 
Forest’s first over the Cavaliers since 1983. The 32-31 win 
at North Carolina came after the Deacons trailed the Tar 
Heels 24-0 at halftime.
 A win over Northern Illinois in the 2001 season finale 
secured the winning season and made Wake Forest eligible 
for a bowl berth. Grobe became just the eighth rookie head 
coach at WFU to post a winning record in his first year.
 All five losses in 2001 came to bowl-bound teams. In 
three of those losses - vs. Maryland, NC State and Clemson 

- the Deacs had the ball with good field position and with a 
chance to tie or take the lead late in the game.
 The 2001 Deacon team averaged 221.6 yards rushing 
per game - an increase of over 70 yards per game from 
the previous season. The Deacons led the ACC in rushing, 
edging out BCS-bound Maryland for first place and averaged 
401.6 yards of total offense per game.
 In his second campaign, he guided the Deacs to a 38-17 
victory in the Seattle Bowl in front of a national television 
audience against an Oregon team loaded with NFL talent 
and that was once ranked as high as sixth in the country.
 Grobe became just the second coach in Wake Forest 
history, joining John Mackovic, to lead the Deacons to a 
bowl appearance in his second season at the helm.
 Impressive road wins over Purdue and Georgia Tech, in 
addition to a 31-0 shutout of rival North Carolina, highlighted 
the 2002 regular season campaign. The year was capped 
off with the victory over Oregon in Seattle to give WFU its 
second straight winning season for the first time since the 
1987-88 seasons.
 Once again, Wake Forest led the ACC in rushing (241.2 
ypg) and also averaged a league-high 408.1 yards of total 
offense per game in 2002. It marked the first time WFU led 
the ACC in total offense since 1979.
 In what many termed a rebuilding year, Grobe got the 
2003 edition of Deacon football off to an exciting 2-0 start, 
with a road win at Boston College and a home victory over 
11th-ranked NC State, his first win over a ranked opponent 
at Wake Forest. That led to another career first for Grobe, 
as the Deacs themselves earned a national ranking the 
following week.
 Grobe reached another milestone in the 2003 season, 
recording his 50th career victory with a 42-13 win at Duke.
 In 2004, the Deacons fielded a very young team that 
competed hard each week and captured the imagination of 
Deacon fans, as the single season attendance record was 
broken for the third straight year.
 Wake knocked off bowl-bound BC for the second straight 
season. The Deacons posted a three-game winning streak 
in September, its first such streak since 1992.
 Wake Forest seemed to be on the verge of bursting onto 
the national scene each week, as the Deacons were tied or 
leading in nine of the 11 games. The Deacons had a chance 
to knock off eventual ACC Champion Virginia Tech and fifth-
ranked Florida State at BB&T Field, but lost both games by a 
combined 10 points. Against a treacherous schedule in the 
newly-expanded ACC, Wake Forest posted a 4-7 record.
 Five Deacons earned All-ACC honors, including first team 
selections Chris Barclay and Ryan Plackemeier.

 The 2005 Deacs had 26 freshmen and sophomores in the 
two-deep roster. Wake Forest showed flashes of brilliance 
with victories against NC State and Clemson, but could not 
overcome inexperience and a slow start, finishing 4-7.
 For the fourth time in five seasons, the Deacons led the 
ACC in rushing.
 Individually, Barclay led the ACC in rushing during the 
regular season for a third straight year, becoming the first 
player in the long history of the league to accomplish that 
feat. In doing so, he broke the school’s all-time rushing 
record and was chosen as the ACC’s Player of the Year, the 
first Deacon player to do that in 26 years.
 Plackemeier earned consensus All-America honors and 
won the Ray Guy Award as the nation’s top punter. Josh 
Gattis was a second-team All-ACC pick.
 The magical ACC Championship season of 2006 was 
well-chronicled. Redshirt freshman quarterback Riley 
Skinner, who stepped into the starting role during week 
two, became the ACC’s Rookie of the Year and a second 
team All-ACC pick.

Th 2005 D h d 26 f h d h i h

GROBE VS. ALL OPPONENTS

OPPONENT LAST OHIO WF TOTAL
Akron 2000 4-2 0-0 4-2
Appalachian State  2001  0-0  1-0  1-0
Army  2007  0-1  1-0  1-1
Ball State  1999  1-2  0-0  1-2
Boston College 2007 0-0 3-2 3-2
Bowling Green  1999  4-2  0-0  4-2
Buffalo  2000  3-0  0-0  3-0
Central Michigan  2000  1-0  0-0  1-0
Clemson  2007 0-0  2-5 2-5
Connecticut 2007 0-0 2-1 2-1
Duke  2007 0-0  7-0  7-0
East Carolina  2005 0-2  5-0  5-2
Eastern Michigan  1999  3-2  0-0  3-2
Florida State  2007 0-0  2-5 2-5
Georgia Tech  2006 0-0  2-3 2-3
Hawaii  1996  1-0  0-0  1-0
Illinois State  1995  1-0  0-0  1-0
Iowa State  2000  0-2  0-0  0-2
Kansas State  1997  0-1  0-0  0-1
Kent State  2000  5-0-1  0-0  5-0-1
Liberty 2006 0-0 1-0 1-0
Louisville 2006 0-0 0-1 0-1
Marshall  2000  1-3  0-0  1-3
Maryland  2007 1-0  2-5 3-5
Miami (FL) 2005 0-0 0-2 0-2
Miami (OH)  2000  1-5  0-0  1-5
Minnesota  2000  1-1  0-0  1-1
Mississippi 2006 0-0 1-0 1-0
Navy 2007 0-0 2-0 2-0
Nebraska 2007 0-0 0-2 0-2
North Carolina  2007  0-1  4-2  4-3
NC A&T 2004 0-0 1-0 1-0
NC State 2007 0-1  4-3 4-4
Northern Illinois  2002  2-0  1-1  3-1
Northern Iowa  1999  0-1  0-0  0-1
Northwestern  1996  0-1  0-0  0-1
Ohio State  1999  0-1  0-0  0-1
Oregon 2002 0-0 1-0 1-0
Purdue 2003 0-0 1-1 1-1
Syracuse 2006 0-0 1-0 1-0
Tennessee Tech  2000  1-0  0-0  1-0
Toledo  1996  0-2  0-0 0-2
Vanderbilt 2007 0-0 1-1 1-1
Virginia  2007  0-0  1-3 1-3
Virginia Tech 2004 0-0 0-2 0-2
Western Michigan  2000  3-2  0-0  3-2
Wisconsin 1998 0-1 0-0 0-1
Total  33-33-1   46-39    79-72-1
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DEACON COACHING STAFF
 Seniors Josh Gattis and Steve Vallos, junior Jon Abbate 
and Steve Justice and sophomore Sam Swank were all first 
team All-ACC selections. Seniors Patrick Ghee and Jyles 
Tucker were honorable mention.
 Grobe was the unanimous choice by the media as the 
ACC Coach of the Year. He was selected as the National 
Coach of the Year by his peers, the American Football 
Coaches Association, in addition to the Bobby Dodd 
Foundation and the Associated Press.  
 When asked about his accomplishments or his coaching 
style, Grobe deflects his success to his players and to his 
coaching staff who he frequently refers to as, “the best 
coaching staff in America.”

* * *
 Grobe wasted no time in assembling his staff after he 
was hired at Wake Forest on Dec. 11, 2000. He brought 
eight assistants with him from Ohio, five of whom enter 
their seventh season at Wake Forest.
 For most of the staff, their loyalty to Grobe and each other 
pre-dates their days in Winston-Salem or even Athens. It’s a 
brand of loyalty and stability rarely seen in college football.
 Assistant head coach Billy Mitchell has coached 
alongside Grobe since 1984 at Air Force. A few years later, 
they successfully recruited a high school player named 
Steed Lobotzke who eventually earned two letters and took 
a job as a graduate assistant at the Academy. Today, he is 
Wake Forest’s offensive coordinator.
 Recruiting coordinator Ray McCartney and defensive 
ends coach Keith Henry both joined Grobe’s staff at Ohio in 
1995 and have served alongside him ever since.
 Brad Lambert came to Wake Forest from Georgia in 
2001 when Brian Knorr, the only Ohio assistant who did 
not accompany Grobe to Winston-Salem, was promoted to 
head coach of the Bobcats. 
 Wake Forest’s two newest coaching additions, Knorr 
and Steve Russ, both have long ties to Grobe. Knorr was 
a quarterback at Air Force while Grobe was coaching the 
Falcon linebackers. Russ was a standout linebacker with 
Grobe as his position coach.
 Since Grobe arrived at Wake Forest in 2001, only four 
assistant coaches have left. Troy Calhoun, Wake Forest’s 
two-year offensive coordinator, left and is now the head 
coach at the Air Force Academy. Wake’s seven-year 
defensive coordinator, Dean Hood, became the head 
coach at Eastern Kentucky following the 2007 season. 
Quarterbacks coach Jeff Mullen was named the offensive 

coordinator at West Virginia upon the hiring of Bill Stewart 
in 2008.  
 Since arriving at Wake Forest, Grobe has hired Tom Elrod, 
a former Deacon quarterback who served as a graduate 
assistant during Grobe’s first season in 2001. Tim Billings 
joined the staff prior to the 2006 season. The former head 
coach at Southeast Missouri State, Billings spent 10 years 
at Marshall and overlapped during that time with Lambert.

* * *
 Grobe came to Wake Forest after turning a struggling 
Ohio University program into a contender for the Mid-
American Conference championship. 
 In the 10 seasons before Grobe left his assistant’s position 
at the Air Force Academy to become Ohio University’s head 
coach, the Bobcats won 17 games. In the six years under 
Grobe, they won 33 and finished with winning records in the 
Mid-American Conference five straight seasons. 
 Grobe coached at Ohio for six years (1995-2000). After 
taking over the reigns of a program that went 0-11 and was 
ranked last among Division I-A programs in 1994, Grobe led 
the Bobcats to a cumulative six-year record of 33-33-1. 
 A 1975 University of Virginia graduate, Grobe gained 
valuable experience as an assistant to Fisher DeBerry at 
the Air Force Academy prior to going to Ohio. He served as 
linebackers coach from 1984 to 1994, during which time the 
Falcons produced a record of 84-50 and appeared in seven 
bowl games. 
 “I was fortunate to play for and coach with some 
outstanding people,” Grobe said. “Everything I know I 
learned from someone else. Qualities like hard work, loyalty, 
discipline and toughness are things we take pride in at 
Wake Forest.
 “At the same time, I don’t think any team or staff has 
more fun playing or coaching than our guys.”
 In 2000, Grobe’s final season with the Bobcats, Ohio 
posted impressive victories over bowl teams Minnesota 
and Marshall and closed the season by winning five of its 
last six games. Statistically, the Bobcats ranked in the top 
30 nationally in 2000 in rushing offense (323.0 ypg), 18th 
in fewest turnovers lost (18), 20th in scoring defense (18.9 
ppg), 25th in total offense (418.1 ypg) and 30th in scoring 
offense (31.18 ppg). The Bobcats also ranked high nationally 
in two special teams categories - fourth in net punting (39.7 
ypp) and 39th in punting returns (11.95 ypr). Grobe’s team 
produced the best fourth down conversion numbers in the 
MAC.

L

ABOUT COACH GROBE

“We want him to be our football coach for a long, 
long time.  I told him I thought he was the right man 
for the job, at the right time, at the right institution. 
We can do things under his leadership that have not 
been done at Wake Forest for many, many years.”
— Ron Wellman, Athletic Director (Dec. 2000)

“Most folks don’t know it, but Wake Forest has the 
finest football coach in America.”
— Sonny Randle, former Virginia head coach 
(Dec. 2000)

“The thing other coaches ask all the time is, ‘how 
do you get those kids to play so hard?’  They want a 
drill or some Vince Lombardi speech.  Our kids play 
hard because they know the head coach cares about 
them.  Period.  End of story.”
— Dean Hood, former WFU defensive 
coordinator and current EKU head coach

“I enjoyed playing for Coach Grobe because I knew 
that he cared about me, first, as a person and 
student, and second, as a football player.  I felt 
as though he had my best interests at heart and 
therefore, I have the utmost respect for him.”
— Chris Barclay 
(WFU 2002-05; 2005 ACC Player of the Year)

“Coach Grobe cares about his players. He cares about 
you as a football player second, but first as a person. 
He not only teaches you about the transition from 
high school to college, but he also teaches you about 
character and how to become a man. He is very 
honest and uses his personal relationship with players 
to push them to excel in whatever they choose.”
— Josh Gattis 
(WFU 2002-06; Chicago Bears safety)

“Coach Grobe is very straightforward as both a 
person and coach.  He expects a certain thing out of 
his players and coaches and lets them know.  This 
attitude at the top filters throughout our program and 
makes the players and staff live up to their 
potential.”
— Steve Vallos
(WFU 2002-06; 2006 All-American; Seattle OG)

“What he does with his talent is phenomenal.  He 
gets more out of his talent with his schemes than any 
coach in America.”
— Tim Brant, ABC Sports (Nov. 2005)

“Among fellow coaches, there was no doubt that Jim 
Grobe was a special coach.  He didn’t need a season 
like this to validate himself.  To the media, yes.  To 
the fans, yes.  To fellow coaches, no.”
— Former coach and ESPN analyst Lou Holtz 
(Dec. 2006)

“This might be as good of a coaching job as we’ve 
seen in our lifetime.” 
— ESPN’s Rece Davis (Dec. 2006)
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Quarterbacks coach Jeff Mullen was named the offensive MAC.
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DEACON COACHING STAFF

 “We see nothing but good things happening for our 
program,” director of athletics Ron Wellman said at Grobe’s 
hiring. “Jim Grobe is a good fit for Wake Forest in what he 
believes about the academic process and the importance of 
education and graduating his players.”
 Grobe also worked previously as an assistant coach at 
Marshall (1979-83) for head coach Sonny Randle and at 
Emory & Henry (1978) for head coach Jerry Kirk. He began 
his coaching career at his alma mater, Virginia, in 1975 
after talking head coach Sonny Randle into hiring him as a 
graduate assistant.
 One year later, he was head coach at Liberty High School 
in Bedford, Va., from 1976-77.
 As a player at Virginia in 1973 under coach Don Lawrence 
and 1974 under Randle, Grobe played middle guard (1973) 
and linebacker (1974). He was a two-year starter and was 
named Academic All-ACC.
 Before enrolling at Virginia, Grobe played under coach 
Hank Norton for two seasons at Ferrum (VA) Junior College, 
where he played linebacker on the undefeated Coastal 
Conference championship team. Grobe earned the Catlin 
Citizenship Award and the Big Green Award. In the fall of 
2002, Grobe was inducted into the Ferrum College Hall of 
Fame.
 “I don’t know if there’s anybody who loves the game 
more than I do,” Grobe said. “I’d still rather be playing. The 
players don’t get it, but I tell them that all the time. I’m just 
a big kid who can’t play anymore.”
 Grobe was born on Feb. 17, 1952. A native of Huntington, 
W.Va., Grobe earned his undergraduate degree (B.S.) 
in education from Virginia in 1975 and earned a master’s 
degree in guidance and counseling from Virginia in 1978.
 Grobe and his wife, Holly, have two sons, Matt and Ben. 
 Matt is a 1995 Marshall graduate who is the Head Golf 
Professional at DragonRidge Country Club in Las Vegas. He 
and his wife, Melanie, have a daughter, Mackenzie (10), and 
a son, Cameron (6). 
 Ben graduated from Ohio University in 2002 with a 
degree in health care administration. He currently resides in 
Charlotte and works for Sun Life Financial.  

W A K E F O R E S T S P O R T S C O M

1995 (Ohio)
Record: 2-8-1, 1-6-1, MAC

at Iowa State L 21-36
Illinois State W 14-6
Kent T 28-28
at Eastern Michigan L 20-31
at North Carolina L 0-62
W. Michigan L 17-34
at Akron W 29-23
Ball State L 3-6
at Bowling Green L 7-33
Miami (Ohio) L 2-30
at Toledo L 20-31

1996 (Ohio)
Record: 6-6, 5-3 MAC

Akron W 44-14
at Hawaii W 21-10
at Army L 20-37
at Northwestern L 7-28
Eastern Michigan W 7-0
at Ball State L 27-30
at Kent W 24-15
Bowling Green W 38-0
at W. Michigan W 38-0
at Miami (Ohio) L 8-24
at East Carolina L 45-55
Toledo L 23-34

1997 (Ohio)
Record: 8-3, 6-2 MAC

Kent W 31-7
at Maryland W 21-14
at Kansas State L 20-23
Buffalo W 50-0
W. Michigan W 31-7
at Eastern Michigan W 47-7
Bowling Green W 24-0
at Akron W 21-17
at Northern Illinois W 35-30
Miami (Ohio) L 21-45
at Marshall L 0-27

1998 (Ohio)
Record: 5-6, 5-3 MAC

at NC State L 31-34
at Wisconsin L 0-45
East Carolina L 14-21
at W. Michigan W 37-35
at Bowling Green L 7-35
Marshall L 23-30
Akron W 28-14
at Miami (Ohio) L 21-35
Eastern Michigan W 49-21
Northern Illinois W 28-12
at Kent W 31-21

1999 (Ohio)
Record: 5-6, 5-3 MAC

at Minnesota L 7-33
Northern Iowa L 21-36
at Ohio State L 16-40
Buffalo W 45-6
Kent W 31-3
at Akron L 28-41
at Eastern Michigan L 26-27
Bowling Green W 17-14
at Ball State W 37-25
Miami (Ohio) W 40-28
at Marshall L 3-34

2000 (Ohio)
Record: 7-4, 5-3 MAC

at Iowa State L 15-25
at Minnesota W 23-17
Tennessee Tech W 52-14
Akron L 20-23
at W. Michigan L 10-23
Buffalo W 42-20
at Kent State W 44-7
Central Michigan W 52-3
at Miami (Ohio) L 24-27
at Bowling Green W 23-21
Marshall W 38-28

2001 (Wake Forest)
Record: 6-5, 3-5 ACC

at East Carolina W 21-19
Appalachian State W 20-10
Maryland L 20-27
at Florida State L 24-48
NC State L 14-17
at Duke W 42-35
Clemson L 14-21
at Virginia W 34-30
at North Carolina W 32-31
Georgia Tech L 33-38
Northern Illinois W 38-35

2002 (Wake Forest)
Record: 7-6, 3-5 ACC

at Northern Illinois L 41-42 (ot)
East Carolina W 27-22
at NC State L 13-32
at Purdue W 24-21
Virginia L 34-38
at Georgia Tech W 24-21
Duke W 36-10
at Clemson L 23-31
North Carolina W 31-0
Florida State L 21-34
Navy W 30-27
at Maryland L 14-32
vs. Oregon ^ W 38-17
^ - Seattle Bowl

2003 (Wake Forest)
Record: 5-7, 3-5 ACC

at Boston College W 32-28
NC State W 38-24
Purdue L 10-16
East Carolina W 34-16
at Virginia L 24-27
Georgia Tech L 7-24
at Duke W 42-13
at Florida State L 24-48
Clemson W 45-17
at North Carolina L 34-42
Connecticut L 17-51
Maryland L 28-41

2004 (Wake Forest)
Record: 4-7, 1-7 ACC

at Clemson L 30-37 (2ot)
East Carolina W 31-17
North Carolina A&T W 42-3
Boston College W 17-14
at NC State L 21-27 (ot)
Virginia Tech L 10-17
Florida State L 17-20
Duke W 24-22
North Carolina L 24-31
at Miami L 7-52
at Maryland L 7-13

2005 (Wake Forest)
Record: 4-7, 3-5 ACC

Vanderbilt L 20-24
at Nebraska L 3-31
East Carolina W 44-34
Maryland L 12-22
Clemson W 31-27
at Florida State L 24-41
at Boston College L 33-38
NC State W 27-19
at Duke W 44-6
at Georgia Tech L 17-30
Miami L 17-47

2006 (Wake Forest)
Record: 11-3, 6-2 ACC
ACC Champions

Syracuse W 20-10
Duke W 14-13
at Connecticut W 24-13
at Ole Miss W 27-3
Liberty W 34-14
Clemson L 17-27
at NC State W 25-23
at North Carolina W 24-17
Boston College W 21-14
at Florida State W 30-0
Virginia Tech L 6-27
at Maryland W 38-24
vs. Georgia Tech * W 9-6
vs. Louisville ^ L 13-24
* - ACC Championship Game
^ - FedEx Orange Bowl

2007 (Wake Forest)
Record: 9-4, 5-3 ACC

at Boston College L 28-38
Nebraska L 17-20
Army W 21-10
Maryland W 31-24 (ot)
at Duke W 41-36
Florida State W 24-21
at Navy W 44-24
North Carolina W 37-10
at Virginia L 16-17
at Clemson L 10-44
NC State W 38-18
at Vanderbilt W 31-17
vs. Connecticut ^ W 24-10
^ - Meineke Car Care Bowl

GROBE’S YEAR-BY-YEAR RESULTS

Connecticut L 17 51
Maryland L 28-41

DEACON COACHING

 “We see nothing but good things happening for our
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DEACON COACHING STAFFCHING STAFF

 Veteran football coach Billy Mitchell enters his 27th year 
in the profession and will start his 23rd season alongside 
Jim Grobe this fall.
 After working together for nine years at Air Force and 
six more at Ohio University, Grobe brought the veteran aide 
with him to Winston-Salem in 2000 to serve as assistant 
head coach, running backs coach and kickers coach for the 
Demon Deacons. 
 In the seven years since Mitchell’s arrival, Wake Forest 
has posted six of the top eight rushing seasons in school 
history, with 2,438 rushing yards in 2001, 3,135 in 2002, 
2,439 in 2003, 2,239 in 2004, 2,173 in 2005 and 2,099 in 
2006.  Wake Forest also broke the school record for rushing 
touchdowns in his first two seasons, with 33 such scores 
during the 2002 campaign.
 In 2007, Mitchell coached the Atlantic Coast 
Conference’s Rookie of the Year in tailback Josh Adams.  
Adams set school records for the most rushing attempts, 
rushing yards and rushing touchdowns by a redshirt 
freshman during the 2007 season. Adams rushed for 100 
or more yards three times during his redshirt freshman 
season.
 Adams is the latest running back prodigy to receive 
tutelage from Mitchell. At Wake Forest, Mitchell has guided 
the careers of Chris Barclay and Tarence Williams, two of 
the most productive backs in school history.
 Barclay was the 2005 ACC Player of the Year, the first 
Deacon running back to accomplish that feat since Brian 
Piccolo, and a three-time All-ACC selection. 

 Barclay left Wake Forest as the school’s all-time leading 
rusher (4,032 yards) and scorer (40 touchdowns). He ended 
his career as the ACC’s fifth-leading all-time rusher, seventh 
in rushing touchdowns and ninth in total touchdowns. 
Barclay is the only player in ACC history to lead the league in 
rushing during the regular season for three straight years.
 As a senior, Barclay carried 218 times for 1,127 yards 
and 10 touchdowns. Barclay led the ACC in rushing yards, 
rushing attempts and all-purpose yards (1,508).
 In 2006, Mitchell had the daunting task of seemingly 
finding a new running back each week. Preseason first team 
All-ACC pick Micah Andrews suffered a season-ending knee 
injury in week three. Back-ups Kevin Harris and Kenneth 
Moore also missed major time with injuries of their own.
 Despite the required “by-committee” approach, Deacon 
rushers combined for almost 2,100 yards, the eighth-most 
in school history. Three separate Deacons — Andrews, 
Moore and De’Angelo Bryant — each posted 100-yard 
rushing games.
 Mitchell also hand-picks and coaches Wake Forest’s 
kicking specialists.   
 He has guided the careers of punter Ryan Plackemeier, 
the 2005 Ray Guy Award winner and consensus first team All-
American, and Sam Swank, a 2006 first team All-American 
placekicker and 2006 Ray Guy Award semifinalist.
 Swank will enter his senior season in 2008 as Wake 
Forest’s all-time scoring leader with 289 points. He has 
converted 60 of 76 field goal tries and is perfect on 106 
career PAT attempts. Swank was a Lou Groza Award 
semifinalist in 2005, the only freshman in the country to join 
that list. As a sophomore, Swank broke 11 school records 
and tied the NCAA record for most 50-yard field goals in a 
single game when he booted three in a key win at NC State.  
Swank, the only player in the country to be named to the 
Ray Guy and Lou Groza semifinalist lists in 2006, was voted 
by his teammates as Wake Forest’s MVP.  
 As a senior, Plackemeier led the nation in both net 
punting and average per punt. He finished his career as a 
three-time All-ACC first team selection and the NCAA’s all-
time leading punter among those with 200 career attempts. 
A seventh-round draft pick in 2006, Plackemeier is a member 
of the Seattle Seahawks.
 During Mitchell’s tenure at Ohio, the Bobcats posted 
the top five rushing seasons in school history. The program’s 
success in its ground game was capped by a school-record 
3,553 total rushing yards in 2000 and a rushing average which 
ranked second nationally (323.0 yards per game). Mitchell 
guided the career of Ohio tailback Steveland Hookfin, who 
was a three-time All-Mid-American Conference selection.
 Mitchell also coached Ohio University punter Dave 
Zastudil to numerous awards, including Freshman All-

America honors, 1999 MAC Special Teams Player of the 
Year and two appearances on the All-MAC first team (1999, 
2000).  Zastudil finished seventh in the nation in 2000 with 
an average of 44.34 yards per punt. A fourth-round NFL draft 
pick, Zastudil has punted for the Baltimore Ravens and now 
the Cleveland Browns.
 Prior to arriving at Ohio, Mitchell spent a second stint 
as an assistant at the Air Force Academy for nine years  
(1986-94). He had also held the position of assistant coach 
at the Academy from 1979-1983. He served in various 
capacities at the Academy, coaching running backs, 
defensive line, special teams, kickers and the junior varsity 
squad.  
 During his tenure with the Falcons, Mitchell coached in 
seven bowl games. He also was the academic liaison to the 
dean and the military liaison to the commandant.
 Mitchell lettered three seasons at wing back and 
defensive back for East Carolina and was named the team’s 
Most Valuable Player in 1971. He also earned four letters as 
a member of the Pirates’ track team.  
 Mitchell earned a bachelor’s degree in health and 
physical education from East Carolina in 1972 and a 
master’s degree in management and supervision, personnel 
management, from Central Michigan in 1978. 
 Mitchell and his wife, Nellie, have two sons, Brienne 
and Wrienne, and a daughter, Tarienne.

DEACON COACCHING

Veteran football coach Billy Mitchell enters hiss 27th year

ASSISTANT HEAD COACH
RUNNING BACKS/KICKERS
8th Year
East Carolina, 1972

BILLY
MITCHELL

THE BILLY MITCHELL FILE

BORN
 • April 21, 1948 in Dillon, South Carolina

FAMILY
 • Wife — Nellie
 • Children —  Brienne, Wrienne, Tarienne

EDUCATION
 • East Carolina University — 1972 
    B.S. in Health & Physical Education
 • Central Michigan University — 1978
  M.A. in Management and Supervision

PLAYING HISTORY
 • East Carolina University — 1968-72
  Earned four letters in track and three in football

COACHING HISTORY
 • Air Force Academy — 1979-94
 • Ohio University — 1996-2000
 • Wake Forest University — 2001-08
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DEACON COACHING STAFFCHING STAFF

 Brad Lambert starts his eighth season with the 
Demon Deacons and his first as defensive coordinator.  
Wake Forest’s linebacker coach for the past six years, 
Lambert was promoted to defensive coordinator prior to 
spring practice in 2008.
 Lambert will take over a defense that ranked 27th in the 
nation in total defense in 2007, limiting foes to 340.4 yards 
per game. It marked the second-best defensive effort in the 
seven years of the Jim Grobe era. The Deacon defenders 
held opponents to 109.4 rushing yards per game, the fourth-
best effort in school history.
 In 2008, the Deacons will return nine defensive starters 
including All-ACC selections Alphonso Smith at cornerback 
and Aaron Curry at linebacker. Wake Forest led the nation in 
defensive touchdowns in 2007, scoring on six interception 
returns and two fumble returns.
 As Wake’s linebacker coach, Lambert will welcome 
back all three starters and six lettermen. Curry, Stanley 
Arnoux and Chantz McClinic will form the nucleus of what 
could be one of the top linebacking corps in the country.  
 The productivity of Lambert’s linebackers were a key 
reason why Wake Forest limited its 2006 opponents to just 
15.4 points per game to rank second in the ACC and 12th 

nationally. The Deacon defense was stingy against the run, 
giving up just 105.8 rushing yards per game, the third-best 
mark in Wake Forest history.
 Lambert’s brightest star was Jon Abbate who earned 
first team All-ACC and honorable mention All-America 
status. Abbate became only the third player in ACC history 
to lead his team in tackles as a freshman, sophomore and 
a junior. Abbate also became the first Deacon to forego his 
senior season for the NFL Draft. He is currently a member of 
the Houston Texans.
 Under Lambert’s guidance, some of the program’s most 
exciting young talent began to emerge. A trio of redshirt 
freshmen, including Curry and Arnoux, showed a great deal 
of promise in 2005.
 Curry, in particular, took the ACC by storm. His 7.5 
tackles for loss ranked among the top freshmen nationally. 
He earned second team Freshman All-America honors from 
The Sporting News.
 Despite having only one senior linebacker, Wake Forest 
limited opposing rushing attack to just 133.5 yards per 
game. That equaled the fifth-best rushing defense in Wake 
Forest history.
 In 2004, Lambert coached Abbate to honorable mention 
All-ACC honors and runner-up for ACC Rookie of the Year. 
Brad White ranked second on the team with 7.5 tackles for 
loss.
 Lambert guided the inside linebackers during his first 
season with the Deacons. Wake Forest’s starting inside 
linebackers in 2001, Marquis Hopkins and Kellen Brantley, 
finished the season as the team’s top two tacklers.
 While the rest of the football staff moved south from 
Athens, Ohio, to Wake Forest in 2001, Lambert headed 
north from Athens, Ga. to accept the position of coaching 
the Deacon linebackers. Lambert served as an assistant 
coach at the University of Georgia for the previous five 
seasons.
 Lambert held a variety of roles within Georgia’s 
defensive system over his five seasons with the Bulldogs. 
In 2000, he coached the secondary after working with the 
linebackers, special teams and defensive ends in previous 
seasons.   
 Lambert guided cornerback Tim Wansley to All-
Southeastern Conference honors after he led the league 
in interceptions in 2000. That season the Bulldog defense 
broke a school record for interceptions for touchdowns. In 
1999, Lambert coached two All-SEC linebackers -- Kendrell 
Bell and Orantes Grant.
 UGA went to four straight postseason bowl games -- 
winning all four -- during Lambert’s stint at Georgia.

 Prior to his tenure at Georgia, Lambert coached five 
seasons at Marshall. In 1994, Lambert helped guide a 
defensive unit that led the conference and ranked 10th 
nationally in pass efficiency defense. 
 In 1991, Lambert facilitated the moving of Roger 
Johnson, a running back, to free safety where he went on to 
become 1991 Southern Conference Defensive Freshman of 
the Year and later earned All-American status in 1993 and 
1994.  
 Under Lambert, Marshall defensive backs returned 
seven interceptions for touchdowns, twice for 100 yards. 
 Lambert began his coaching career as a graduate 
assistant coach at the University of Oklahoma from 1988-89. 
A 1987 graduate of Kansas State University, Lambert played 
four seasons for the Wildcats, earning academic All-Big 
Eight honors three times. He was a second team All-Big 
Eight selection in 1984. 
 Lambert, a native of Hoxie, Kan., is married to the 
former Angie Townson of Charleston, W. Va. They have 
three children -- daughter, Lucy, and sons, Layne and Beau.

DEACON COACCHING

Brad Lambert starts his eighth season with the nat

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR
LINEBACKERS
8th Year
Kansas State, 1987

BRAD
LAMBERT

THE BRAD LAMBERT FILE

BORN
• January 15, 1965 in Hoxie, Kansas

FAMILY
• Wife — Angie
• Children —  Lucy, Layne, Beau

EDUCATION
• Kansas State University — 1987 

PLAYING HISTORY
• Kansas State University — 1983-86

  Earned four letters in football

COACHING HISTORY
• Oklahoma University — 1988-89
• Marshall University — 1990-95
• University of Georgia — 1996-2000
• Wake Forest University — 2001-08
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DEACON COACHING STAFFCHING STAFF

 Steed Lobotzke enters his eighth year at Wake Forest 
and his sixth season as the Demon Deacons’ offensive 
coordinator in 2008. He also tutors the offensive line.
 Since his arrival at Wake Forest, the Deacons have 
gained a reputation of having an unconventional offensive 
attack that is difficult to contain. The results justify the 
reputation.
 Over the last two seasons, Wake Forest has gone 20-7 
and earned a pair of bowl bids. The Deacons are one of just 
18 teams in Division I to have won 20 or more games over 
the last two years.
 As offensive coordinator, Coach Lobo has presided 
over an offense that has produced three of the top six total 
offense outputs in school history.  Wake Forest’s 4,425 yards 
of total offense in 2007 marked the second-best offensive 
season in school history. Quarterback Riley Skinner led the 
nation in completion percentage at 72.4 and running back 
Josh Adams was named the ACC’s Rookie of the Year.
 As the Deacs’ offensive line coach, Lobo helped shape 
center Steve Justice into an NFL draft choice in 2008 and 
the runner-up for the Rimington Trophy, given annually to 
the nation’s top college center.
 Over the last seven years, Wake Forest has led the 
ACC in rushing four times, scored 169 rushing touchdowns 
and gained 16,413 yards on the ground — more than 193 
yards per game.  

 The Wake Forest offensive line has been instrumental 
in helping the Deacons rank first or second in the ACC and 
rank among the top 20 nationally in rushing during five of the 
last seven seasons. The line has also ranked first or second 
in the league in fewest sacks given up four times during that 
span.
 Wake Forest’s rushing totals in 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 
2005 and 2006 all rank among the top eight season rushing 
totals in school history.  
 In his five seasons as offensive coordinator, Wake Forest 
has posted four of the top 11 seasons in school history in 
terms of offensive production.
 Last year, Wake Forest was equally effective on the 
ground as well as through the air. The Deacons compiled 
4,425 yards of total offense, the second-highest total in 
school history. Wake’s 71.2 team completion percentage 
was a school record and ranked second in the nation behind 
only Texas Tech’s 71.3.
 In 2005, Lobotzke’s offense showcased the talent 
of running back Chris Barclay. The senior was named 
ACC Offensive Player of the Year and ACC Player of the Year.  
Barclay was the school’s first player of the year since 1979. 
He graduated as Wake Forest’s all-time leading rusher and 
statistical leader in seven major categories.
 A Deacon offensive lineman has earned All-ACC honors 
every year under Lobotzke’s watch.
 He has sent six offensive linemen to the NFL, including 
Michael Collins (Baltimore), Blake Henry (Atlanta), Tyson 
Clabo (Atlanta, Denver and San Diego), Blake Lingruen 
(Detroit) and Steve Vallos (Seattle). Justice was a sixth 
round pick of the Indianapolis Colts in 2008.
 Justice had one of the most remarkable seasons of any 
Deacon blocker. Along with being the runner-up for the 
Rimington Trophy, he earned the ACC’s Jacobs Blocking 
Trophy, was a consensus All-America selection as well as a 
first team All-ACC performer.
 Lobotzke was named coordinator in February of 2003 
following the departure of Troy Calhoun to the NFL.
 Lobotzke came to Wake Forest along with head coach 
Jim Grobe after serving under Grobe the previous four years 
at Ohio University.
 During Lobotzke’s four seasons with Ohio, the offensive 
line paved the way for four of the top five rushing seasons 
in school history. The 2000 squad finished the year ranked 
second nationally in rushing offense (323.0 yards per game), 
leading the Mid-American Conference in rushing for the fifth 
straight year, and shattering the school record with 3,553 
total rushing yards.   
 Ohio’s national ranking in rushing offense in 2000 marked 
the fourth straight year the Bobcats finished among the top 
10 in Division I-A.  

 Like several other members of the Wake Forest coaching 
staff, Lobotzke’s ties with Grobe go back to their days at the 
Air Force Academy. The northern California native attended 
the Academy and lettered on the football team from 
1990-91, playing on the offensive line. As a player, Lobotzke 
helped lead Air Force to three Liberty Bowl appearances. 
 He earned second team All-Western Athletic Conference 
honors as a junior and was named to the first team as a 
senior before being invited to play in the East-West Shrine 
Football Classic.
 After graduating from the Academy in 1992 with a 
degree in economics, Lobotzke began his coaching career 
at his alma mater. He served as a graduate assistant in the 
1992 and 1993 seasons, helping lead the team to another 
Liberty Bowl berth in 1992.
 Following his tour of active military duty, Lobotzke joined 
the Ohio staff in February 1997.
 Lobotzke is married to the former Kristin Hazen of Warren, 
Ohio. The couple has two daughters, Capri, who turns five 
in September, and Gia Maria, who was born the day before 
Wake’s Meineke Car Care Bowl win over Connecticut on 
Dec. 29, 2007.

DEACON COACCHING

Steed Lobotzke enters his eighth year at Wake Forest

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR
OFFENSIVE LINE
8th Year
Air Force, 1992

STEED
LOBOTZKE

THE STEED LOBOTZKE FILE

BORN
 • June 4, 1970 in Landstuhl, Germany
 
FAMILY
 • Wife — Kristin
 • Children —  Capri, Gia Maria

EDUCATION
 • Air Force Academy — 1992
  B.S. in Economics 

PLAYING HISTORY
 • Air Force Academy — 1990-91
  Earned two letters in football

COACHING HISTORY
 • Air Force Academy — 1992-93
 • Ohio University — 1997-2000
 • Wake Forest University — 2001-08
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DEACON COACHING STAFFCHING STAFF

 Tim Billings begins his third year on the coaching staff at 
Wake Forest and his first season with the defensive backs. 
Billings oversaw the Wake Forest wide receivers during the 
2006 and 2007 seasons.
 In his two years with the receivers, Billings’ impact was 
readily apparent in the much-improved Deacon receiving 
corps. In 2007, he tutored Kenneth Moore who caught a 
school and ACC record 98 passes. Moore earned first team 
All-ACC honors and was the MVP of Wake’s 24-10 win over 
Connecticut in the Meineke Car Care Bowl before being 
selected in the fifth round of the NFL Draft in 2008.  
 Upon his arrival in 2006, Billings instilled a hard-nosed 
mentality among all of his receivers and seniors Willie 
Idlette and Nate Morton proved to be reliable targets. Both 
signed NFL contracts following the season.
 Billings was responsible for one of the key decisions of 
Wake Forest’s 2006 ACC Championships campaign. It was 
his selfless idea to move Moore, the team’s leading receiver 
at the time, to tailback following a rash of injuries at that 
position.

 Billings came to the Demon Deacons as a 23-year 
veteran of college football with experience as a head coach, 
coordinator and position coach on both sides of the ball.
 As an assistant coach at Missouri, Oklahoma and 
Marshall, Billings was a part of three national championships, 
five conference titles, six bowl games and six I-AA playoff 
teams.
 Most recently, Billings was the head coach at Southeast 
Missouri State in Cape Girardeau, Mo.  for six years, posting 
a 25-43 record.  
 In 2002, Billings guided SEMO to an 8-4 record, which 
represented the program’s best record since 1969.
 That season, he was named the Ohio Valley Conference 
Coach of the Year and the American Football Coaches 
Association Region 3 Coach of the Year.
 Before taking over at Southeast Missouri, Billings 
spent 10 seasons as an assistant coach at Marshall from 
1990-99 where he coached alongside Brad Lambert and 
against Jim Grobe and Ohio University in the Mid-American 
Conference.
 During his 10 years in Huntington, Marshall was the 
winningest program in college football, compiling a record 
of 114-25.
 Billings served as the Thundering Herd’s defensive 
coordinator during his last year in Huntington. In 1999, 
his final season with Marshall, the Herd completed a 13-0 
season and finished the year ranked 10th nationally.
 That defense ranked second in Division I in scoring 
defense, allowing just 10.5 points per game. Marshall’s 
defense also ranked third against the pass, 11th against the 
rush and seventh in total defense.
 The Herd won Mid-American Conference titles in each of 
Billings’ final three seasons at Marshall.
 Prior to taking on that responsibility, Billings worked 
primarily with Thundering Herd special teams. Herd special 
teams led the nation in kickoff returns in 1991 and in net 
punting in 1994 and 1996. Randy Moss, now an NFL All-Pro 
receiver, led the nation in kickoff returns in 1996.
 Marshall won the NCAA I-AA national championship in 
1991 and 1996.
 Billings began his college coaching career as a Missouri 
graduate assistant under Warren Powers in 1983 and 1984. 
The 1984 Tigers played in the Holiday Bowl.
 He moved on to Oklahoma as an graduate assistant 
coach under Barry Switzer for the 1985 and 1986 season.
The Sooners played in the Orange Bowl in both 1985 and 
1986, winning the national championship in 1985.
 Billings returned to Missouri for the 1987-89 seasons 
under Woody Widenhofer.
 His 10-year stint at Marshall followed, serving under Jim 
Donnan for six seasons and Bob Pruett for four seasons. 

 A native of Honey Grove, Texas, Billings began his 
coaching career as secondary coach at Duncan (Okla.) High 
School in 1980. He served as head coach at Prairieland High 
School in Pattonville, Texas in 1981 and was secondary 
coach at Norman (Okla.) High School in 1982 and 1983.
 A graduate of Southeastern Oklahoma State University 
where he was an all-conference defensive back, Billings 
also played basketball for one season at Grayson County 
Junior College in Sherman, Texas.
 Born on Jan. 4, 1957 in Lawton, Okla., Billings is married 
to the former Lisa Dost and has two children, Taylor Kay, 18, 
and Trenton Wade, 14.

DEACON COACCHING

Tim Billings begins his third year on the coaching staff at

ASSISTANT COACH
DEFENSIVE BACKS
3rd Year
Southeast Oklahoma State, 1980

TIM
BILLINGS

THE TIM BILLINGS FILE

BORN
• January 4, 1957 in Lawton, Oklahoma 

FAMILY
• Wife — Lisa
• Children —  Taylor Kay and Trenton Wade

EDUCATION
• Southeast Oklahoma State — 1980

PLAYING HISTORY
• Southeast Oklahoma State — 1976-79

  Oklahoma Intercollegiate Athlete of the Year, 1978
  All-Conference Defensive Back

COACHING HISTORY
• Duncan (OK) High School — 1980
• Prairieland (TX) High School — 1981
• Norman (OK) High School — 1982
• University of Missouri — 1983-84
• Oklahoma University — 1985-86
• University of Missouri — 1987-89
• Marshall University — 1990-99
• Southeast Missouri St. — 2000-05 (head coach)
• Wake Forest Univesity — 2006-08
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 Wake Forest graduate Tom Elrod begins his sixth season 
as an assistant coach with the Demon Deacons.  After five 
years of overseeing the fullbacks and tight ends, Elrod will 
mentor the quarterbacks in 2008.  
 The only Wake Forest graduate on the coaching staff, 
Elrod first came to Winston-Salem in the fall of 1993 as a 
quarterback, graduated in 1997 and served as a graduate 
assistant from 1999-2001.
 After a year as the offensive line coach at Wofford, Elrod 
returned to his alma mater in February 2003.
 For the last six years, Elrod has been responsible for the 
Deacon punt team but will hand-off that duty to Steve Russ 
in 2008. Wake Forest has had just one punt blocked (vs. 
Florida State - Oct. 11, 2007) since 2004, a span of 223 total 
punts.
 In 2007, Elrod’s tight ends and fullbacks played a vital role 
in Wake Forest’s 9-4 season and victory over Connecticut in 
the Meineke Car Care Bowl. Tight end John Tereshinski, a 
free agent signee with the San Diego Chargers following 
the season, finished his career with 60 receptions, the fifth-

most ever by a Deacon tight end. Elrod’s fullbacks opened 
holes along the offensive line that allowed tailback Josh 
Adams to rush for 953 yards and earn ACC Freshman of the 
Year honors.
 In 2006, Elrod’s punt unit helped the Deacons win the 
field position battle almost every week. Wake Forest ranked 
second in the ACC in net punting and ninth nationally.  
 That season also saw the continued reliability of tight 
ends Zac Selmon and Tereshinski and fullback Rich Belton 
and the development of freshman Mike Rinfrette.  
 Those four players combined for 41 receptions and 437 
receiving yards. Belton was the team’s top short-yardage 
threat. He rushed for three touchdowns and carried for 18 
first downs.
 In 2005, Elrod was instrumental in the development of 
two young position groups. The young quartet of Belton, 
a freshman; Damon McWhite, a junior; and sophomores 
Selmon and Tereshinski combined for 29 percent of the 
team’s receiving touchdowns and 23 percent of the team’s 
receptions.

 On the ground, the Deacon offense led 
the ACC in rushing, averaging 197 yards per 
game.
 Elrod’s punt coverage unit led the nation 
in punting average (47.0) and net punting 
(41.4).  
 When McWhite went down with a 
season-ending knee injury in 2004, Elrod 
helped successfully convert former offensive 
lineman Dan Callahan to the position.
 In his first season as an assistant coach at 
Wake Forest in 2003, Elrod’s punt coverage 
unit ranked second in the ACC with a net 
average of 38.3. Fullback Nick Burney 
ranked fourth on the team with four rushing 
touchdowns.
 In 2002, Elrod helped guide the Wofford 
Terriers to a 9-3 record and second-place 
finish in the Southern Conference.  Wofford 
ranked second nationally in Division I-AA in 
rushing (342.2 yards per game), and four 
offensive linemen earned all-conference 
honors under Elrod’s tutelage.
 Prior to his stint at Wofford, Elrod spent 
three seasons as a graduate assistant for 
the Deacons (1999-2001) while earning his 

MBA from the Babcock Graduate School of Management. 
His primary area of concentration as a graduate assistant 
was with the offense, particularly the fullbacks and tight 
ends. He also worked with the defensive scout team 
as it prepared the starting offensive unit for upcoming 
opponents. 
 Elrod was a part of Wake Forest’s 1999 Aloha Bowl 
championship team and played a valuable role in the 
transition of the coaching staff prior to the 2001 season.
 A Dean’s List student in communications during his 
undergraduate days, Elrod spent two years as a business 
analyst with NationsBank in Charlotte before accepting a 
graduate assistant position at Wake Forest in 1999.
 Elrod, a native of Winter Park, Fla., joined the Deacon 
football team as a walk-on quarterback in the 1993 season. 
He earned a spot on the roster and eventually earned a 
varsity letter in the 1996 season.
 Elrod is married to the former Maureen Sheehy. They 
have a son, Thomas, who was born in May 2007.

DEACON COACCHING

Wake Forest graduate Tom Elrod begins his sixxth season mo

ASSISTANT COACH
QUARTERBACKS
6th Year
Wake Forest, 1997

TOM
ELROD

THE TOM ELROD FILE

BORN
 • March 11, 1975 in Winter Park, Florida
 
FAMILY
 • Wife — Maureen
 • Children —  Thomas

EDUCATION
 • Wake Forest University — 1997
  B.A. in Communication 
 • Wake Forest University — 2001
  Master’s in Business Administration

PLAYING HISTORY
 • Wake Forest University — 1993-96
  Earned one letter in football (1996)

COACHING HISTORY
 • Wake Forest University — 1999-2001
 • Wofford College — 2002
 • Wake Forest University — 2003-08
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DEACON COACHING STAFFCHING STAFF

 Entering his eighth season as a Demon Deacon assistant 
coach is North Carolina native Keith Henry.  
 Henry is in his fifth season coaching the defensive ends 
after coaching the cornerbacks the previous two seasons 
and guiding the outside linebackers in 2001.
 During the 2007 campaign, Henry aided in the 
development of defensive end Jeremy Thompson.  
Thompson finished his career with 20.5 tackles for loss and 
8.5 sacks.  He was the first Deacon taken in the 2008 NFL 
Draft, selected by the Green Bay Packers with the third pick 
in the fourth round.
 Henry also helped mold end Matt Robinson, the winner 
of the Atlantic Coast Conference’s Brian Piccolo Award.  
Robinson overcame numerous knee and ankle injuries to 
become a stalwart along the Deacon defensive front.  He 
was granted a sixth year of eligibility and will return for the 
2008 season.
 Two of Henry’s 2006 seniors, Bryan Andrews (Cincinnati 
Bengals) and Jyles Tucker (San Diego Chargers) signed 
NFL contracts following the FedEx Orange Bowl.  Tucker 
earned an AFC Defensive Player of the Week award with 
the Chargers in 2007. 
 In 2006, Henry had a blend of young and veteran talent 
that combined for 19.5 tackles for loss and 13 sacks.  
Henry’s group was a key reason that Wake Forest allowed 

just 105.8 rushing yards per game, the third-best mark in 
Wake Forest history.
 In 2005, Henry tutored a young, but talented group of 
defensive ends, headlined by sophomore starters Robinson 
and Thompson and supported by Andrews, a junior, and 
freshmen Anthony Davis and Antonio Wilson.
 Despite their youth and relative inexperience, they 
helped Wake Forest limit opposing rushing attacks to just 
133.5 yards per game.  That equaled the fourth-best rushing 
defense in Wake Forest history.
 Henry initially served as Wake Forest’s cornerbacks 
coach.  Wake Forest’s starting cornerbacks in 2002, Eric King 
and Daryl Shaw, were responsible for 10 of the Deacons’ 33 
opponent takeaways, including three interceptions apiece.  
In 2003, King earned first-team All-ACC honors and was 
voted WFU’s team MVP.
 Prior to coming to WFU, Henry spent six seasons working 
with Jim Grobe at Ohio University, where he served as 
outside linebackers coach for four seasons (1997-2000) and 
receivers coach for two years (1995-96).  During his stint 
in Athens, he guided several Bobcat players to postseason 
honors, as linebacker Matt Weikert earned second team All-
MAC recognition in 2000 after leading Ohio in tackles for 
loss (16) and sacks.  In 1998, Rahim Slaise was a first-team 
All-MAC selection and Leigh Barbour earned second-team 
honors.  The previous season, Andre Jackson was a second-
team All-MAC honoree under Henry’s tutelage.
 Prior to Ohio, Henry worked for three years at nearby 
North Carolina A&T in Greensboro, coaching linebackers, 
receivers and defensive backs for the Aggie football team in 
addition to serving as head coach of the baseball squad.  In 
his second year as baseball coach, North Carolina A&T won 
the Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference tournament, and Henry 
was named the league’s Coach of the Year.
 Henry spent the 1991 campaign as the defensive backs 
coach at Charleston Southern University, after serving as a 
graduate assistant for one and a half years at Gardner-Webb 
in Boiling Springs, N.C.
 Henry entered the coaching ranks on the high school 
level, coaching the defensive backs at Bandys (NC) High 
School in 1989.
 Henry also played professionally for two seasons in the 
Arena League, with the Albany Firebirds during the 1990 
season and the Charlotte Rage in 1991.
 Henry enjoyed a stellar collegiate career as a free 
safety at Catawba, earning All-America honors three-times 
and making four appearances on the All-South Atlantic 
Conference first team.  

 He tied the school record with 20 interceptions and set a 
Catawba mark with 398 total tackles.  
 In April of 2000, Catawba inducted Henry into its Football 
Hall of Fame.  That honor was followed by his induction 
into the South Atlantic Conference Hall of Fame in March, 
2001.
 Henry graduated from Catawba in 1989 with a bachelor’s 
degree in physical education and a minor in sociology.  He 
went on to earn a master’s degree in physical education 
administration from North Carolina A&T in 1995.  
 Henry and his wife, Nicole, have four children —Kirstie, 
K.J. and Maya Ordee and Isaiah.

DEACON COACCHING

Entering his eighth season as a Demon Deaconn assistant just

ASSISTANT COACH
DEFENSIVE ENDS
8th Year
Catawba, 1989

KEITH
HENRY

THE KEITH HENRY FILE

BORN
• August 14, 1967 in Newton, North Carolina
• Native of Maiden, North Carolina

FAMILY
• Wife — Nicole
• Children —  Kirstie, K.J., Maya Ordee and Isaiah

EDUCATION
• Catawba College — 1989

  B.S. in Physical Education (Sociology minor)
• North Carolina A&T — 1995

  Master’s in Physical Education Administration

PLAYING HISTORY
• Maiden High School — 1981-84
• Catawba College — 1985-88

  Earned four letters in football
• Albany Firebirds (AFL) — 1990
• Charlotte Rage (AFL) — 1991

COACHING HISTORY
• Bandys (NC) High School — 1989
• Gardner-Webb University — 1990
• Charleston Southern University — 1991
• North Carolina A&T — 1992-94
• Ohio University — 1995-2000
• Wake Forest University — 2001-08
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DEACON COACHING STAFFCHING STAFF

Brian Knorr, who has previously coached alongside Jim 
Grobe for nine years, will begin his fi rst season at Wake 
Forest in 2008.

Knorr joined the Demon Deacon staff after working for 
the past three years at the Air Force Academy where he 
worked with the strong safeties and outside linebackers 
in 2005 and 2006 while tutoring the inside linebackers in 
2007. 

“We’re delighted to have Brian Knorr and his family join 
us at Wake Forest,” said Grobe. “He has great experience 
as a coach and as a recruiter. His background should make 
for a very smooth transition.” 

Knorr will coach the Demon Deacon wide receivers. He 
will work with a group that includes returning lettermen Chip 
Brinkman, D.J. Boldin and Jordan Williams. The group will 
try to fi ll the void left by the graduation of Kenneth Moore, a 
fi fth round draft choice of the Detroit Lions in 2008. Moore 
set the school and ACC record with 98 receptions in 2007.

Knorr, a 1986 graduate of the Air Force Academy with 
a degree in management, was a three-year letterman at 
quarterback for the Falcons. Air Force won 30 games during 
his three varsity years, marking the most successful three-
year run in school history. 

Following graduation, Knorr served his tour of duty in the 
Air Force at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio, 
where he earned his master’s in business administration 

from the University of Dayton in 1991. He returned to the 
Academy as a captain in 1992 where he joined the coaching 
staff as the assistant offensive line coach, junior varsity 
head coach and administrative assistant to the head coach. 

Knorr left the Academy in 1995 to join Grobe and become 
the inside linebackers coach at Ohio University, where 
he led Ohio’s resurgence on the defensive front. While 
at Ohio, the Bobcat defense was ranked in the top fi ve in 
the Mid-American Conference in scoring, rushing and total 
defense each year. The 2000 Ohio defense was one of only 
fi ve squads in the nation to hold opponents to less than 30 
points in every contest. Knorr tutored fi ve different players 
that earned fi rst team all-conference honors. In 1999, Grobe 
promoted Knorr to defensive coordinator. 

In 2000, Knorr became the fi rst Air Force Academy 
graduate to become a head football coach at the Division I 
level when he was named to succeed Grobe as head coach 
at Ohio. During Knorr’s tenure as head coach, he coordinated 
the special teams to include a punt team that led the NCAA 
in punting in 2001. Ohio’s punter, Dave Zastudil, earned 
All-America honors and went on to play with the Cleveland 
Browns. Knorr also coached seven players who would 
eventually play in the National Football League.

The Bobcats were 11-35 during Knorr’s four seasons as 
head coach, including a 4-7 mark with a win at Kentucky 
in 2004.

During his nine years at Ohio, as both an assistant and 
head coach, the Bobcat defense posted the top eight team 
season totals in tackles for loss in school history.

After four seasons at Ohio, Knorr returned to the Air 
Force Academy where he coached under Fisher DeBerry 
in 2005-06 and Troy Calhoun in 2007. In 2005, Knorr was 
nominated by the Academy for the NCAA Assistant Coach 
of the Year award.

Knorr was born on Dec. 20, 1963 and is a native of 
Shawnee Mission, Kan. He and his wife Julie, a native of 
Fort Wayne, Ind., have a daughter Katie and twins Reagan 
and Brett.

DEACON COACCHING

Brian Knorr who has previously coached alonngside Jim from

ASSISTANT COACH
WIDE RECEIVERS
1st Year
Air Force, 1986

BRIAN
KNORR

THE BRIAN KNORR FILE

BORN
 • December 20, 1963 in Shawnee Mission, Kansas

FAMILY
 • Wife — Julie
 • Children —  Katie, Reagan, Brett

EDUCATION
 • Air Force Academy — 1986
  B.S. in Management
 • University of Dayton — 1991
  Master’s in Business Administration

PLAYING HISTORY
 • Air Force Academy — 1982-85
  Earned three letters in football (1983-85)

COACHING HISTORY
 • Air Force Academy — 1992-94
 • Ohio University — 1995-2004
  Head Coach — 2001-04
 • Air Force Academy — 2005-07
 • Wake Forest University — 2008
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DEACON COACHING STAFFCHING STAFF

 Ray McCartney begins his eighth season at Wake 
Forest and his 14th year alongside head coach Jim Grobe. 
McCartney is Wake Forest’s recruiting coordinator and 
defensive tackles coach.  
 In 2007, McCartney’s defensive tackles were the first line 
of defense for a unit that allowed just 109.4 rushing yards 
per game, the fourth-best mark in Wake Forest history. Only 
one opposing player was able to rush for 100 yards against 
the Deacons.
 The starters on that front line were senior Zach Stukes, 
and sophomores Boo Robinson and John Russell. Robinson 
and Russell each return in 2008.
 In 2006, McCartney’s defensive front helped the Deacons 
hold opponents to just 105.8 yards per game and four 
100-yard rushers. In 2005, the defensive tackles helped limit 
opponents to just 133.5 yards per game. 
 Prior to the 2004 season, the Deacons shifted from a 
3-3-5 defensive alignment to a more traditional 4-3.  At the 
same time, McCartney narrowed his focus to tackles after 
coaching the entire line for three years.
 The results were a success as the Deacs allowed fewer 
rushing yards, passing yards and total points than in the 
previous season despite operating with a youthful defensive 
line.
 In 2003, McCartney met the challenge of building a new 
defensive line. With all three starters graduating off the 
2002 Seattle Bowl squad, Jerome Nichols emerged as an 
up-and-coming all-star candidate as a junior, leading Wake 
Forest in tackles for loss (11).  
 In 2002, Calvin Pace broke the school record for career 
tackles for loss and was named a first team All-American, 
WFU’s first such honoree in 10 seasons. He was also named 

the ACC Defensive Player of the Year by The Sporting 
News.  
 McCartney coached Montique Sharpe to honorable 
mention all-conference honors in 2002.  
 In 2001, two of McCartney’s three starting defensive 
linemen were named to the All-ACC team — senior 
defensive end Nate Bolling and Pace.  
 Seven of the graduates McCartney has coached since 
coming to Wake Forest have signed NFL contracts. Pace 
was a first-round draft selection (18th overall pick) of 
Arizona,  Sharpe played for Kansas City,  Bolling has spent 
time with the Baltimore Ravens and in NFL Europe, Nichols 
signed with Washington and Roderick Stephen was with 
the St. Louis Rams.
 McCartney is well-known for his tireless recruiting 
efforts. Evidence of his work has already been realized, as 
McCartney has spearheaded the staff’s recruiting efforts in 
the last seven signing classes.  
 Wake’s 2008 recruiting class consisted of 17 prospects 
including eight from Florida. Wake Forest’s 2006 ACC 
Championship and appearance in the FedEx Orange Bowl 
have helped to contribute to the Deacons’ recruiting success 
in the Sunshine State. Wake Forest also remains a strong 
presence in North Carolina, having signed eight natives in 
the last two years. Greensboro’s Kenny Okoro, from Dudley 
High School, highlighted Wake’s signees from the Old North 
State in 2008.  
 The Deacons were particularly pleased to sign six in-state 
players in 2007, all of whom rated highly nationally, including 
Josh Adams, the 10th-rated running back in the nation; Alex 
Frye, the 50th-ranked safety; Dennis Godfrey, the 43rd-rated 
tight end; Tripp Russell, the 88th-ranked defensive end; 
Marshall Williams, the 142nd-rated wide receiver; and Matt 
Woodlief, the 41st-best linebacker prospect in America.
 Thirteen of the 15 players that Wake Forest signed were 
ranked in the top 100 at their position by scouting services 
on a national level. The class was rated 55th nationally by 
ESPN.com, Wake Forest’s best class in recent memory.
 In 2005, Wake Forest inked 22 prep standouts including 
top in-state products Chris DeGeare, Brandon Ghee, 
Dominique Midgett and Mike Rinfrette, all of whom were 
ranked among the state’s top 25 players.   
 In 2004, McCartney helped sign Jeremy Thompson from 
Charlotte who was a fourth round draft choice of the Green 
Bay Packers four years later. The Deacons also signed four 
of the top players out of Florida including Stanley Arnoux of 
Glades Day High School and a trio of players from Pahokee: 
D.J. Boldin, Alphonso Smith and Antonio Wilson.
 McCartney served as Ohio’s recruiting coordinator for six 
seasons and coached the outside linebackers for two years 
and the defensive line for four.

 McCartney came to Ohio having previously coached at 
Ball State (1989-94) and Bowling Green (1985).
 At BSU, McCartney helped guide the Cardinals to two 
MAC titles and two bowl appearances. At BGSU, McCartney 
helped the 1985 Falcons to an undefeated season (11-0), 
the MAC championship and the California Bowl.
 McCartney also coached at Wittenberg (OH) University for 
three years. He helped the Tigers win a conference crown 
in 1988 and advance to the second round of the Division III 
national playoffs.  
 McCartney entered the college coaching ranks as a 
graduate assistant at North Carolina in 1984. In 1981, 
McCartney began his coaching career at New Bern (NC) 
High School. From 1981-83, he coached at Randleman (NC) 
High School for legendary coach Charlie Gregory. McCartney 
helped lead Randleman to three consecutive state titles.
 McCartney received a master’s degree from UNC in 1985 
and a bachelor’s degree in 1980 from Guilford College. He 
lettered at inside linebacker at Guilford.
 McCartney is a native of Pelham Manor, N.Y. He is 
married to the former Wendy Torres and they have a son 
(his stepson), Spencer Van Fleet.

DEACON COACCHING

Ray McCartney begins his eighth season at Wake the

RECRUITING COORDINATOR
DEFENSIVE TACKLES
8th Year
Guilford, 1980

RAY
McCARTNEY

THE RAY McCARTNEY FILE

BORN
• November 19, 1958 in Bronxville, New York

FAMILY
• Wife — Wendy
• Stepson —  Spencer

EDUCATION
• Guilford College — 1980
• UNC Chapel Hill (Master’s) — 1985

PLAYING HISTORY
• Guilford College — 1976-77

  Lettered in 1977 before career-ending injury

COACHING HISTORY
• New Bern (NC) High School — 1980

 • Randleman (NC) High School — 1981-83
 • University of North Carolina — 1984

• Bowling Green State University — 1985
• Wittenberg University — 1986-88
• Ball State University — 1989-94
• Ohio University — 1995-2000
• Wake Forest University — 2001-08
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DEACON COACHING STAFFCHING STAFF

 Steve Russ will begin his fi rst season on the Wake For-
est staff as the tight ends and fullbacks coach. He replaces 
Tom Elrod who moved over to coach the quarterbacks this 
season.
 Russ, like all of Wake Forest’s coaching staff, has a long 
history with Jim Grobe. Russ was an All-Western Athletic 
Conference linebacker for Grobe at the Air Force Academy 
in 1994 and helped lead the Falcons to a pair of Liberty Bowl 
appearances, including a 38-15 win over Mississippi State 
in the 1991 Liberty Bowl.
 While playing at Air Force, Russ earned second team 
All-WAC honors in 1994 and was selected to play in both 
the Blue-Gray All-Star game and the East-West Shrine game 
following his senior season. The recipient of the Air Force’s 
Brian Bullard Award in 1994, Russ was a seventh round draft 
pick of the Denver Broncos in the 1995 National Football 
League Draft.
 Russ spent four seasons with the Broncos and was a 
part of Denver’s 1997 and 1998 Super Bowl Championship 
teams. Under the direction of head coach Mike Shanahan and 
defensive coordinator Greg Robinson, the Broncos’ defense 
was spectacular during the 1998 playoffs. Denver shut out 

the Miami Dolphins and held the New York Jets to a single 
touchdown before shutting out the Atlanta Falcons for three 
quarters in Super Bowl XXXIII.
 Russ began his coaching career in 1995 as a graduate 
assistant strength coach at the Air Force Academy before 
leaving for training camp with the Broncos.
 He returned to coaching in 2001, joining the staff at Ohio 
University as the outside linebackers coach. Brian Knorr was 
serving as Ohio’s head coach at the time. Russ became the 
inside linebackers coach in 2001 and added the responsibility 
of coordinating special teams in 2004. 
 While with the Bobcats, Russ coached linebacker Matt 
Muncy who would go on to earn All-Mid-American Confer-
ence honors as a senior. The Bobcat defense ranked 22nd in 
the nation in total defense in 2004 and led the Mid-American 
Conference in net punting, kickoff coverage and pass defense 
that year.
 Russ became the linebackers coach at Syracuse in 2005, 
re-joining head coach Greg Robinson who had served as Russ’ 
defensive coordinator with the Broncos.
 The Orange led the Big East in net punting in both 2005 
and in 2006. Syracuse tied for 22nd in the nation in turnovers 

gained during the 2006 season.
 Prior to the 2007 season, Russ was elevated to defensive 
coordinator. Syracuse’s Arthur Jones finished the 2007 
season ranked ninth in the nation in tackles for loss. 
 A native of Stetsonville, Wisc., Russ is a 1995 graduate 
of the Air Force Academy with a degree in management. 
He and his wife, Betsy, are the parents of a daughter, 
Mackenzie, and a son, Tyler.

DEACON COACCHING

Steve Russ will begin his first season on the Wake For- the

ASSISTANT COACH
TIGHT ENDS/FULLBACKS
1st Year
Air Force, 1995

STEVE
RUSS

THE STEVE RUSS FILE

BORN
 • September 16, 1972 in Stetsonville, Wisconsin

FAMILY
 • Wife — Betsy
 • Children —  Mackenzie, Tyler

EDUCATION
 • Air Force Academy — 1995
  B.S. in Management

PLAYING HISTORY
 • Air Force Academy —1991-94
  Earned four letters in football
 • Denver Broncos — 1995-99
  Super Bowl Champion (1997, 1998)

COACHING HISTORY
 • Ohio University — 2001-04
 • Syracuse University — 2005-07
 • Wake Forest University — 2008
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DEACON FOOTBALL STAFFTBALL STAFF

 Bill Faircloth, known affectionately to Wake Forest players 
for decades as “Big Daddy,”  has been directly affiliated with 
Demon Deacon football since 1960.
 He begins his 42nd year in college football as a coach or 
administrator and his 30th year on the Wake Forest football 
staff.
 Faircloth handles a wide range of responsibilities within 
the football program as an aide to Jim Grobe.
 Faircloth is now in his 25th year in this role after spending 
five seasons as an assistant coach, including the 1979 
campaign when he helped guide WFU to the Tangerine 
Bowl.  
 In April 2004, the foyer of the recently renovated Pruitt 
Football Center was dedicated as the “Faircloth Foyer” in 
honor of Faircloth’s dedication and long-time service to the 
Wake Forest football program and university as a whole.
 Faircloth also coached previously at Catawba College 
from 1966-75, including three years as head coach 
(1973-75), and was an assistant at Duke during 1976 and 
1977.
 A 1964 Wake Forest graduate, Faircloth earned three 
varsity letters as a lineman.  As a senior, he was a starting 
tackle, team captain and an All-ACC Academic selection.  
He received his master’s degree from Alabama in 1965.
 Faircloth and his wife, Becky, have three sons (Scott, 
Woody & Barry) and three daughters-in-law (Tricia, Heather 
& Beth), all Wake Forest graduates.  

 They also are the proud grandparents of Rhett, Stowe 
and Grace, children of Woody and Heather; Mary Scott and 
Mac, children of Scott and Tricia; and Spencer, Sophia and 
Olivia, daughters of Barry and Beth.

DEACON FOOTTBALL

Bill Faircloth known affectionately to Wake Forest players

ASSISTANT ATHLETIC
DIRECTOR, FOOTBALL
30th Year
Wake Forest, 1964

BILL
FAIRCLOTH

THE BILL FAIRCLOTH FILE

BORN
• August 8, 1942 in Raleigh, North Carolina

FAMILY
• Wife — Becky
• Children —  Scott, Woody and Barry
• Daughters-In-Law — Tricia, Heather and Beth
• Grandchildren — Rhett, Stowe, Grace,

  Mary Scott, Mac, Spencer, Sophia and Olivia

EDUCATION
• Wake Forest University — 1964
• University of Alabama (Master’s) — 1965

PLAYING HISTORY
• Wake Forest University — 1961-63

  Earned three letters in football
  Team Captain (1963)
  Starting Right Tackle (1963)
  Academic All-ACC Team (1963)

AS AN ASSISTANT COACH
Year   School Position
1966 Catawba Assistant Coach 
1967 Catawba Assistant Coach 
1968 Catawba Assistant Coach 
1969 Catawba Assistant Coach 
1970 Catawba Assistant Coach 
1971 Catawba Assistant Coach 
1972 Catawba Assistant Coach 
1973 Catawba Head Coach 
1974 Catawba Head Coach 
1975 Catawba Head Coach 
1976 Duke Assistant Coach 
1977 Duke Assistant Coach 
1978 Wake Forest Assistant Coach 
1979 Wake Forest  Assistant Coach 
1980 Wake Forest Assistant Coach 
1981 Wake Forest Assistant Coach 
1982 Wake Forest Assistant Coach 
1983 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
1984 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
1985 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
1986 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
1987 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
1988 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
1989 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
1990 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
1991 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
1992 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
1993 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
1994 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
1995 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
1996 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
1997 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
1998 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
2009 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
2000 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
2001 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
2002 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
2003 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
2004 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
2005 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
2006 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
2007 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
2008 Wake Forest Assistant AD/Football
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Olivia, daughters of Barry and Beth.
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DEACON FOOTBALL STAFF
JAMES
ADAMS
RECRUITING ASSISTANT
1st Season
Wake Forest, 2006

 James Adams, a two-time letterman at Wake Forest, returns 
to Winston-Salem to join the Deacon football staff in 2008. 
 Adams, who played in 20 games at linebacker for Jim Grobe, will assist recruiting coor-
dinator Ray McCartney with recruit correspondence. Adams graduated from Wake with a 
bachelor’s degree in sociology in 2006.
 Adams will take over for Brad White, who is now assisting Brad Lambert with the Deacon 
defense. 
 Originally from Durham, Adams attended Northern Durham HS with former Deacon stand-
out Josh Gattis and didn’t start playing football until his sophomore year of high school.
 Adams was named to all-conference, all-area and all-region teams at Northern Durham, 
where he was coached by Gary Merill, a former teammate of McCartney at Guilford Col-
lege.  
 Born August 29, 1984, Adams is the son of Vincent Arrington and LaTanya Adams. 
 A knee injury in the 2004 Clemson game forced Adams to miss the remainder of the 
season, but he bounced back in 2005 to see action in 10 games as a senior and recorded 10 
tackles from the linebacker position.

ALLEN
FRANKLIN
VIDEO & FOOTBALL OPERATIONS
7th Season
Georgia, 2002

Allen Franklin begins his seventh year as a member of the 
Wake Forest football program, his sixth season as video coordi-
nator and his third season as football operations assistant.  
 Franklin joined the Wake Forest staff in August 2002 as a video intern and took over video 
coordinator duties in July 2003. Franklin handles all aspects of coaches video from filming 
and editing practices and games to exchanging game film with upcoming opponents.  
 As football operations assistant, he will assist Bill Faircloth with the day-to-day operations 
of the Wake Forest football team.  
 Franklin began his career as an undergraduate at the University of Georgia. He filmed 
practices and games and served his last two years as the senior student video coordinator.  
A native of Athens, Ga., Franklin graduated from Georgia in 2002 with a bachelor’s of arts in 
political science.

DEMETRIUS
GIBSON
EQUIPMENT
9th Season
Georgia, 1995

 Demetrius Gibson begins his ninth season as Wake Forest’s 
football equipment manager and his second season as the 
equipment manager for men’s and women’s golf. His responsibilities include the purchase, 
maintenance, issue and inventory of all equipment for those teams. In addition, he is respon-
sible for daily laundry and coordination of transportation for equipment for football games.
 Gibson is certifi ed by the Athletic Equipment Managers Association and has served on 
several equipment advisory boards, including Schutt Sports, Adams USA, Douglas Protec-
tive Equipment, World Sporting Goods and McDavid.
 Gibson joined the Deacon staff in the summer of 2000 after a fi ve-year stint at the U.S. 
Naval Academy. While in Annapolis, Gibson served as the assistant equipment manager for 
football and as the head equipment manager for various other sports.
 He began his career as an undergraduate at the University of Georgia, where he was a 
student manager for Bulldog football for four seasons. He served as the head student man-
ager his fi nal year in Athens.
 The Newman, Ga., native earned a bachelor’s of business administration degree in mar-
keting from Georgia in 1995.

CHRISTOPHER
INA
SPORTS MEDICINE
7th Season
Toledo, 2000

 Christopher Ina begins his seventh year as an assistant ath-
letic trainer at Wake Forest. He is assigned to football and as-
sists with the supervision of the men’s and women’s golf teams.  
 Ina works on a personal basis with Deacon athletes in the prevention, treatment and 
rehabilitation of injuries on a daily basis throughout the entire year.  
 A native of Westlake, Ohio, Ina graduated from the University of Toledo where he began 
his career in sports medicine.  
 In 2002, he received his master’s degree from California State University, Fresno. While a 
part of Fresno State athletics as a graduate assistant, he assisted the sports medicine staff 
in providing coverage for the football squad. Ina is certified by the National Athletic Trainers 
Association Board of Certification and licensed by the State of North Carolina. 
 He and his wife, Whitney, live in Clemmons.

TREVOR
LAMBERT
OPERATIONS ASSISTANT
1st Season
Kansas State, 2008

 Trevor Lambert begins his first year as member of the Wake 
Forest football staff. He is serving as the program’s video and 
football operations intern. 
 Lambert will be assisting Assistant Athletic Director Bill Faircloth with the day-to-day 
operations of the football program. He will also be assisting Video Coordinator Allen Franklin 
with the team’s video operations. 
 Lambert, a native of Minneapolis, Kansas, was an outstanding high school wrestler who 
was a three-time state qualifier while also participating in football.
 Lambert graduated from Kansas State University in May of 2008 with a double major 
in accounting and finance. While at Kansas State he worked as an equipment manager 
for three years under Bill Snyder and the last two years under Ron Prince. Lambert was a 
manager for the 2003 Big-12 Championship team that played in the 2004 Fiesta Bowl and 
the 2006 Texas Bowl team.
 Lambert is the son of Danielle Perry of Minneapolis, Kan. and Thad Lambert of McCook, 
Neb. He is the nephew of Wake Forest defensive coordinator Brad Lambert.

BONNIE
RAE
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
8th Season

 Bonnie Rae is in her eighth year with the Demon Deacon 
football program, working as the Administrative Assistant to 
Coach Jim Grobe and his assistants. She is also responsible for 
the organization and management of the football office.
 As an airline employee, based in New York, from 1976 to 1995, Rae traveled around the 
globe as a flight attendant. Rae, an Asheville, N.C. native, and her family returned to North 
Carolina in 1996.
 Rae and her husband, Jim, also a Wake Forest University employee, have three children 
— sons Rob and Ryan and daughter Melinda. They also have two granddaughters, Skylar 
and Erin.
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DEACON FOOTBALL STAFF
ETHAN
REEVE
STRENGTH & CONDITIONING
8th Season
Tennessee, 1979

 Ethan Reeve is in his eighth season at Wake Forest, com-
ing from Ohio University in 2001 to guide the Demon Deacon 
strength and conditioning program.
 Reeve, who spent six years with the Bobcats, was a two-time All-American and four-time 
SEC champion wrestler at the University of Tennessee. He began his coaching career at his 
alma mater, serving as assistant coach/strength coach for wrestling for two years.
 He also assisted with wrestling at Oklahoma State, Ohio and Clemson before serving 
as the head wrestling coach at Chattanooga from 1984 to 1990 where his teams won five 
Southern Conference titles.
 Reeve is certified through USA Weightlifting, Russian Kettlebell Challenge and the 
Collegiate Strength and Conditioning Coaches Association.
 He was the strength coach for the U.S. women’s rowing team that won four gold medals 
and one silver medal in the 1995 World Championships. He returned to Ohio in 1995 to 
become the director of strength and conditioning, working closely with the football program. 
He also designed and oversaw the Carin Center, Ohio’s athletic strength and conditioning 
facility.
 Reeve and his wife, Susan, have three children, Callie, Erin and Keaton.

SUZANNE
SPEED
STUDENT-ATHLETE SERVICES
5th Season
Elon, 2004

 Suzanne Speed begins her fifth year in the Wake Forest ath-
letic department, her third as an academic counselor.
 Speed helps guide the student-athletes to fulfill the undergraduate academic requirements, 
including development of time management skills and study skills. She also coordinates the 
study hall attendance computer system and develops the student-athlete planner.
 Before working with football, she worked as an intern in the Wake Forest athletic 
department with academic services and the CHAMPS/Life Skills program.
 Speed graduated from Elon University with a bachelor’s of science degree in leisure/sport 
management in 2004. She was a four-year letterwinner in softball for the Phoenix. Speed 
completed her master’s of arts degree in liberal studies from Wake Forest in August of 
2008. 
 Speed is a native of Delaware.

DON
STEELMAN
SPORTS MEDICINE
11th Season
North Carolina, 1987

 Don Steelman, in his 11th season, is one of the most impor-
tant members of the staff in his role as the assistant athletic 
trainer in charge of football.
 Steelman works on a personal basis with the team in the daily prevention, treatment and 
rehabilitation of injuries year round. Steelman also serves as the treasurer and Director of the 
Atlantic Coast Conference Sports Medicine Annual Symposium.
 For nine years prior to coming to Wake Forest, Steelman worked at the University of North 
Carolina, where he was the assistant athletic trainer for the football program. He received 
his undergraduate and master’s degrees from UNC and began his career in sports medicine 
as a student trainer.
 Steelman and his wife, Pam, have two children, Ashlyn and Rhett.

NAPOLEON
SYKES
OFFENSIVE ASSISTANT
1st Season
Wake Forest, 2006

 Napoleon Sykes, a three-time letterman at Wake Forest, re-
turns to Winston-Salem to work as an offensive assistant under 
Jim Grobe.
 Sykes played in 34 games at linebacker and on special teams for the Demon Deacons 
from 2003-05. He recorded 11 tackles as a senior and six tackles as a junior.
 Sykes graduated from Wake in 2006 with a bachelor’s degree in English. He minored in 
journalism. 
 Sykes hails from Woodstock, Md., right outside of Baltimore and attended Gilman High 
School, the same school that produced Deacon freshman Joey Ehrmann. At Gilman, Sykes 
played under Joey’s father, Joe Ehrmann and was named all-state twice and first team all-
metro twice. 
 After graduation from Wake Forest, Sykes returned to Gilman to teach and coach.
 Sykes was born October 25, 1983, in Baltimore. He is the son of Napoleon, Sr. and Brenda 
Sykes. Sykes has two sisters, Kendra Carter and Tanika.

BRAD
WHITE
DEFENSIVE ASSISTANT
2nd Season
Wake Forest, 2005

 One of the most popular players in recent Wake Forest his-
tory, Brad White enters his second season on the Deacon foot-
ball staff in 2008. After serving as the recruiting assistant last season, White will work this 
year as a defensive assistant.
 White was a three-year starter for the Deacons from 2002-04.  He started 34 of his 35 
career games, making 227 career tackles, including 19 for loss.  White’s 24 tackles against 
Navy in 2002 still rank as the most-ever by a Deacon player in the Jim Grobe era.  He led 
Wake Forest in tackles in 2002 with 94.
 White transferred to Wake Forest from Georgia where he was coached by current Deacon 
linebackers coach Brad Lambert. White earned his undergraduate degree from Wake Forest 
in analytical finance and his master’s in accountancy. He was named Academic All-District 
III by the College Sports Information Directors of America in 2004. 
 After graduating from Wake, the native of Portsmouth, R.I., worked for Bank of America 
as a Portfolio Management Analyst. He and his wife, Kate, reside in Winston-Salem.

HUNTER
WILLARD
STUDENT-ATHLETE SERVICES
7th Season
Wake Forest, 2002

 Hunter Willard is in her seventh year in the Wake Forest ath-
letic department, her sixth season as the academic counselor 
for football.
 Willard’s role involves helping student-athletes fulfill the undergraduate academic 
requirements, including coordinating study hall, tutors and the development of time 
management skills.
 She previously served in the Wake Forest athletic department as an intern with academic 
services and the CHAMPS program.
 A 2002 Wake Forest graduate, Willard worked as a student trainer for football, men’s 
soccer and women’s basketball during her undergraduate days at WFU and was a part of 
the 1999 Aloha Bowl team.
 Willard, a Charlotte, N.C., native, double-majored in sociology and health & exercise 
science.
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UNIVERSITY PRESIDENTRESIDENT

 Dr. Nathan O. Hatch is in his fourth year as president of 
Wake Forest University. A nationally respected historian, Dr. 
Hatch was provost of the University of Notre Dame when he 
was selected as Wake Forest’s 13th president in 2005.
 His fi rst three years have been characterized by an in-
tense period of getting to know Wake Forest: its faculty, 
students and alumni, which has helped to frame a set of 
impressions, as well as identify both opportunities and chal-
lenges. In the past year he has initiated a comprehensive 
strategic planning process to guide Wake Forest’s future. 
The planning process, which is expected to be completed 
this fall, encompasses all schools and departments on the 
Reynolda Campus.
 “This is an exciting time for Wake Forest,” he says. “Our 
new plan will build upon existing strengths and identify ar-
eas where we need to improve, through defi ning strategies, 
setting priorities, and developing tactics to reach our goals.  
We have a rare opportunity to integrate an undergraduate 
liberal arts tradition with the vitality of a research univer-
sity.”
 Throughout his academic career, Dr. Hatch has been 
drawn to challenges that involve people and building or-
ganizations. “I am thoroughly an academic and have cher-
ished administrative work not as different than teaching and 
scholarship but as an opportunity to build an organization in 
which academic life can fl ourish,” he says.
 “Although I had been at Notre Dame a long time, I had 
never been satisfi ed going around the same track too many 
times. I spent a considerable number of years in teaching 
and scholarship. Then I turned my attention to helping build 
a liberal arts college and then advancing graduate education 
and research. Finally, I oversaw the entire academic enter-
prise for nine years as provost. In each of these tasks, I had 
a set of defi ned challenges that I could throw myself into 
fulfi lling. I wanted the organization to improve in noticeable 
ways and to think strategically and move from one point to 
another.”
 Since coming to Wake Forest, Dr. Hatch has created a 
Presidential Trust for Faculty Excellence to support faculty 
professorships and research. Building a community of fac-
ulty and students and sustaining the teacher-scholar ideal 
must remain the University’s highest priorities, he says.
 Often described as affable, approachable and a lively 
conversationalist, Dr. Hatch has established a strong rap-
port with students. He made an early impression when he 
arrived at his student-sponsored Inaugural Ball on the back 
of a motorcycle driven by the Demon Deacon. 
 He and his wife, Julie, a former public school teacher, 
have three children: Gregg, a 1997 graduate of Notre Dame, 

is a hospital administrator in Seattle, WA; David, a 2000 
Notre Dame graduate, received an MBA degree from Duke 
University in 2007 and is working in Charlotte, NC; and Beth 
is a 2007 graduate of Notre Dame. The Hatches also have 
two grandchildren.
 Dr. Hatch grew up in Columbia, S.C., where his father 
was a Presbyterian minister. A graduate of Wheaton College 
in Illinois, he received his master’s and doctoral degrees 
from Washington University in St. Louis and held post-doc-
toral fellowships at Harvard and Johns Hopkins universities. 
He joined the faculty at Notre Dame in 1975 and was named 
director of graduate programs in history in 1980.
 Over the next twenty-fi ve years, he amassed a strong 
record of directing undergraduate, graduate and profes-
sional programs at Notre Dame. He served as associate 
dean of the College of Arts and Letters from 1983 until 1988 
and then acting dean for one year. He was appointed vice 
president for graduate studies and research in 1989. He was 
named provost, the university’s second highest-ranking po-
sition, in 1996; a Presbyterian, he was the fi rst Protestant to 
ever serve in that position at Notre Dame. He also held an 
appointment as the Andrew V. Tackes Professor of History.
 He is regularly cited as one of the most infl uential scholars 
in the study of the history of religion in America. He received 
national acclaim for his 1989 book, “The Democratization of 
American Christianity,” in which he examines how the rise 
of religious groups in the early 19th century helped shape 
American culture and foster democracy. 
The book was chosen in a survey of 2,000 
historians and sociologists as one of the 
two most important books in the study of 
American religion. He is also the author or 
editor of seven other books on religion.
 From 2000 to 2006, he served on the 
National Council on the Humanities, the 
advisory board for the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities.  He currently is 
on the board of directors of the American 
Council on Education and is chair of the 
NCAA Committee on Athletics Certifi ca-
tion.  He is also a member of the Business 
Higher Education Forum and a trustee of 
the Fuller Theological Seminary.
 Dr. Hatch was named president of 
Wake Forest in January 2005 and took of-
fi ce on July 1, 2005, succeeding Thomas 
K. Hearn Jr., who retired after serving as 
president for 22 years.

UNIVERSITY PRESID

Dr Nathan O Hatch is in his fourth year as president of is a

UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT
4th Year
Wheaton College, 1968

DR. NATHAN O.
HATCH
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THE NATHAN HATCH FILE

BORN
 • May 17, 1946 in Chicago, Illinois

FAMILY
 • Wife — Julie
 • Children — Gregg, David and Beth

EDUCATION
 • Wheaton College — 1968 
    A.B. (summa cum laude)
 • Washington (Mo.) University — 1972
  A.M.
 • Washington (Mo.) University — 1974
  Ph.D.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
 • American Society of Church History, 1981-84
  Executive Council
 • Johns Hopkins University, 1974-75
  Postdoctoral Fellow
 • Harvard University, 1977-78
  Charles Warren Fellow
 • University of Notre Dame, 1975-88
  Assistant to Full Professor, Dept. of History
 • University of Notre Dame, 1980-83
  Director of Graduate Studies, History
 • University of Notre Dame, 1983-88
  Associate Dean, College of Arts and Letters
  Director, Inst. for Scholarship in the Liberal Arts
 • University of Notre Dame, 1988-89
  Acting Dean, College of Arts and Letters
 • University of Notre Dame, 1989-96
  Vice President for Graduate Studies & Research
  Professor of History
 • University of Notre Dame, 1999
  The Andrew V. Tackes Professor of History
 • University of Notre Dame, 1996-2005
  University Provost
 • Wake Forest University, 2005-present
  University President

AWARDS, HONORS & NOTES
 • Appointed by Bill Clinton to National Council on the  
  Humanities
 • Former President of the American Society of  
  Church History
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
(July 1, 2008 - June 30, 2009)

Y ADMINISTRATIONUNIVERSITYY ADM

FACULTY ATHLETIC
REPRESENTATIVE
38th Year
Wake Forest, 1964

DR. RICHARD
CARMICHAEL

Jerry H. Baker
Atlanta, GA

Ranlet S. Bell
Winston-Salem, NC

W. Louis Bissette, Jr.
Asheville, NC

John I. Bitove
Toronto, Canada

Simpson O. Brown, Jr.
Winston-Salem, NC

Thomas W. Bunn
Kiawah Island, SC

Jocelyn Burton
Winston Salem, NC

Graham W. Denton, Jr.
Charlotte, NC

Thomas A. Dingledine
Charlottesville, VA

David W. Dupree 
Washington, DC

A. Doyle Early, Jr. 
High Point, NC

Frederick W. Eubank, II
Charlotte, NC

Lisbeth C. Evans, 
Winston-Salem, NC

Lelia B. Farr
St. Louis, MO

Donald E. Flow
Winston-Salem, NC

Robert E. Greene 
Winston-Salem, NC

James R. Helvey, III
Winston-Salem, NC

James M. Hoak
Dallas, TX

Lawrence D. Hopkins
Winston-Salem, NC

Alice Kirby Horton
Durham, NC

Lauren K. Hubbard
Social Circle, GA

Albert R. Hunt
Washington, DC

Susan M. Ivey
Winston-Salem, NC

James W. Johnston
Mooresville, NC

Matthew A. King
Antioch, TN

Donald D. Leonard
Pawleys Island, SC

John R. Lowden 
Greenwich, CT

Theodore R. Meredith
Vero Beach, FL

Kenneth D. Miller
Greensboro, NC

L. Glenn Orr, Jr. 
Winston-Salem, NC

Michael G. Queen 
Wilmington, NC  

Harold O. Rosser 
New Canaan, CT
Deborah K. Rubin 
Winston-Salem, NC

Andrew J. Schindler
Winston-Salem, NC

Mitesh B. Shah
Atlanta, GA

Adelaide A. Sink
Thonotosassa, FL

K. Wayne Smith
Newton, NC

Janice K. Story 
Atlanta, GA

Benjamin C. Sutton, Jr.
Winston-Salem, NC

Lloyd P. Tate, Jr. 
Raleigh, NC

J. Lanny Wadkins, Jr.
Dallas, TX

James T. Williams, Jr.
Greensboro, NC

Kyle Allen Young
Greensboro, NC

LIFE TRUSTEES

James L. Becton  
August, GA

Bert L. Bennett  
Pfafftown, NC

Louise Broyhill
Winston-Salem, NC

Jan W. Calloway
Greenwich, CT

C. C. Cameron  
Charlotte, NC

Charles W. Cheek 
Greensboro, NC

Ronald E. Deal
Hickory, NC

Victor I. Flow, Jr.  
Winston-Salem, NC

Jean H. Gaskin  
Charlotte, NC

Marvin D. Gentry
King, NC

Murray C. Greason, Jr.
Winston-Salem, NC

William B. Greene, Jr.
Gray, TN

Weston P. Hatfield 
Winston-Salem, NC

Harvey R. Holding
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL
 
Jeanette W. Hyde
Raleigh, NC

James E. Johnson, Jr.
Charlotte, NC

Petro Kulynych 
Wilkesboro, NC

Dee Hughes LeRoy
Charleston, SC

John G. Medlin, Jr. 
Winston-Salem, NC

Russell W. Meyer, Jr.
Wichita, KS  

Arnold D. Palmer 
Youngstown, PA

Frances P. Pugh
Raleigh, NC

D. E. Ward
Lumberton, NC

Lonnie B. Williams 
Wilmington, NC

J. Tylee Wilson
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL

Dr. Richard Carmichael was appointed Wake Forest’s 
Faculty Athletic representative in July of 2003. He 
succeeded Dr. Ed Wilson, who retired following over 50 
years of service to the school, including 15 seasons as the 
Faculty Athletic Representative.

Dr. Carmichael brings longtime Wake Forest ties to 
the post as well. A 1964 graduate of the University with 
a degree in mathematics, he was previously Chair of the 
Department of Mathematics, a post he held from 1988 
until 2005.

Born March 13, 1942 in High Point, N.C., Carmichael 
graduated from High Point High in 1960 and attended 
Wake Forest on a basketball scholarship. Playing under 
legendary coach Bones McKinney, Carmichael helped the 
Demon Deacons reach the Final Four in 1962, the only 
Wake Forest team to ever do so. Carmichael played three 
seasons, from 1962-64, accumulating 584 career points 
and 340 rebounds.

After graduating from Wake Forest, Carmichael went 
to graduate school at Duke University, where he received 
his master’s degree in 1966 and his Ph.D. in mathematics 

in 1968. From there Carmichael took his first job as an 
assistant professor, teaching mathematics at Virginia 
Tech. In 1971, after three years in Blacksburg, Carmichael 
returned to his alma mater and is now professor of 
mathematics.

Carmichael has held visiting positions at UC-Davis, Iowa 
State and New Mexico State throughout his career and 
has earned appointed or elected professional positions in 
the Mathematical Association of America and the Society 
for Industrial and Applied Mathematics. He has served on 
numerous committees at Wake Forest. Carmichael has 
also published numerous mathematical works, including 
two books.

Carmichael is currently a member of the NCAA Division 
I Student-Athlete Awards, Benefits and Financial Aid 
Cabinet.

An avid sports fan and devout follower of Demon 
Deacon athletics, Carmichael also enjoys helping the 
Wake Forest athletic media relations department in 
keeping statistics at home football and basketball games 
-- a service he has provided since 1980.

ATHLETICS COMPLIANCE OFFICE

  As a member of the ACC and 
NCAA, Wake Forest University is 
committed and obligated to the 
principle of institutional control 
and will maintain all aspects of its 
intercollegiate athletics program in 
full accordance with all University, 
ACC and NCAA rules.  

  The Wake Forest University 
Athletics Compliance Office is the 
entity within the Athletics Department 

responsible to coordinate, administer, monitor and verify the accurate and timely completion of NCAA-required procedures 
and to assist in maintaining institutional compliance with all NCAA, ACC and University rules, as well as to investigate 
any potential, and report all, violations of those rules. In addition, the Athletics Compliance Office provides educational 
programming and interpretive support to ensure that all individuals involved with the athletics program fully understand 
the University’s compliance expectations. All facets of the Athletics Compliance Office are overseen and directed by the 
Assistant Athletics Director for Compliance, Todd Hairston.
 All questions regarding NCAA rules should be directed to Todd Hairston, Assistant Athletic Director for Compliance. 

TODD
HAIRSTON
ASSISTANT ATHLETIC DIRECTOR, 
COMPLIANCE
Manchester Athletic Center, Suite 211
P.O. Box 7716
Winston-Salem, NC 27106
(336) 758-4620

TO
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ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATION

 Ron Wellman, who has elevated Wake Forest athletics 
to its highest level ever and is committed to preparing the 
program for even greater success in the future, is in his 16th 
year as director of athletics.
 Wellman, who was named athletic director in October of 
1992, is only the fi fth man to assume the top position in the 
athletic department at Wake Forest during the modern era 
of intercollegiate sports, following Pat Preston, Jim Weaver, 
Bill Gibson and Dr. Gene Hooks, Wake Forest’s athletic direc-
tor from 1964 through 1992.
 Since taking control of Wake Forest Athletics, Wellman 
has seen Demon Deacon athletic teams rise to national 
prominence in several sports while perennially competing 
for ACC championships. Wake’s success in recent years has 
epitomized how Deacon teams are competing on a national 
level across the athletics board.
 Wellman’s efforts in leading this rise to prominence have 
not gone unnoticed. In 2007-08, Wellman was honored by 
two organizations. Street & Smith’s SportsBusiness Journal 
named him College Athletic Director of the Year. The Nation-
al Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics (NACDA) 
selected Wellman as its AstroTurf AD of the Year for the 
Southeast Region.
 In 2007-08, Wellman guided WFU through an especially 
trying, yet rewarding, year. His leadership ability was never 
more evident than in the days following the passing of head 
basketball coach Skip Prosser in July, 2007. It was Well-
man’s ability to bring together a grieving athletic department 
that helped the Deacons continue to move forward.
 Through the hiring of Dino Gaudio as Prosser’s successor, 
to overseeing a 9-4 football season and Wake’s Meineke 
Car Care Bowl victory over Connecticut to the men’s soccer 
program’s fi rst-ever national championship, Wellman was 
consistently at the forefront of Wake Forest’s success over 
the last year.
 In the fall of 2007, the Wake Forest men’s soccer team 
defeated Ohio State in the College Cup to win its fi rst na-
tional championship. The football team is in the midst of its 
most successful stretch in school history, winning 20 games 
over the past two seasons and earning a pair of bowl bids 
which includes a 24-10 win over Connecticut in the Meineke 
Car Care Bowl in 2007.
 The Deacon fi eld hockey team made its eighth con-
secutive appearance in the Final Four, while the women’s 
soccer team earned an NCAA Tournament bid for the 12th 
consecutive season. Both the men’s and women’s tennis 
teams made the NCAA Tournament to highlight Wake For-
est’s spring season.
 Last year’s accomplishments come on the heals of un-
precedented success across the board in 2006-07. Wake 
Forest fi nished 23rd in the NACDA Director’s Cup, the high-
est fi nish ever for the Deacons.
  Off the playing fi elds, Wellman has spearheaded an effort 
to enhance the overall development of the student-athlete. 
He asks his coaches to stress academics and he has insti-
tuted programs to assist and develop student-athletes away 
from competition such as the annual Academic Excellence 

Banquet, a campus-wide affair which honors those student-
athletes who have achieved in the classroom.    
 Another obvious sign of the progress Wake Forest has 
made — and is continuing to make — under Wellman’s 
leadership is the ambitious facility improvement program 
that the athletic department has undertaken.    
 The football stadium, BB&T Field, continues to receive 
multiple phases of cosmetic and structural changes. Prior to 
the start of the 2006 season, a brick façade was added to 
the interior of the stands, and a new state-of-the-art Field-
Turf surface was installed.
 In January, 2007, after an aggressive fund-raising cam-
paign, coupled with generous donations of supporters, the 
35-plus year-old press box was imploded and construction 
on the new, spacious Deacon Tower began. Deacon Tower 
will provide a number of premium seating options, accom-
modations for the media as well as a main entry point for the 
stadium when it opens prior to the 2008 season.
 The dean of all ACC athletic directors, Wellman has 
taken an active role on the national level. Wellman previ-
ously served on the NCAA Division I Management Council 
and served as chairman in 2005 – 06. Recently he served as 
chairman of the NCAA Baseball Committee and directed the 
implementation of a new and expanded national tournament 
format, creating signifi cant interest in that event. Wellman 
also serves as president of the Division I-A Athletic Direc-
tors’ Association.
 He is also a member of the NCAA Diversity Leadership 
Strategic Planning Committee and chairs the NCAA Base-
ball Academic Enhancement Committee. Wellman is a on 
the TriStone Community Bank Board of Directors.
 Wellman was honored by NACDA as the AstroTurf AD of 
the Year for the Southeast Region in 2002-03.
 Born in Celina, Ohio, he earned his undergraduate de-
gree from Bowling Green State University, where he was a 
pitcher on the baseball team.
 After receiving a master’s from Bowling Green, he joined 
the faculty and coaching staff at Elmhurst (IL) College in 
1971, serving as head baseball coach, assistant basketball 
and football coach and associate professor of health and 
physical education.  
 He compiled a 210-136 record as head baseball coach 
before leaving to become the head baseball coach at North-
western. In fi ve seasons with the Wildcats, Wellman’s teams 
posted a 180-97 record and 15 players signed professional 
contracts. Among those moving to the Major Leagues was 
Joe Girardi, an Academic All-America catcher who became 
the manager of the New York Yankees in 2007.
 Wellman and his wife Linda have three daughters — 
Angie, who works for ING and is married to Tim Lynde, a 
WFU alumnus and former basketball manager who is with 
International Sports Properties in Winston-Salem; Nicole, a 
pediatrician, and her husband, a former captain of WFU’s 
men’s soccer team Kevin Rice, who live in Winston-Salem; 
and Melissa, a teacher, and her husband, Ben Norman, who 
live in Greensboro. There are seven Wake Forest degrees 
between the Wellman’s daughters and their husbands.

ATHLETIC ADMMINIS

Ron Wellman who has elevated Wake Foresst athletics Ban

DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS
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RON WELLMAN RECOGNIZED AS THE 2008 
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR

 Ron Wellman was honored as the 2008 Athletic Di-
rector of the Year by the SportsBusiness Journal and 
SportsBusiness Daily. The award was presented May 
29 at the Mandarin Oriental Hotel in New York City. 
 Wellman was recognized as part of the inaugural 
Sports Business Awards program, presented by Street 
& Smith’s SportsBusiness Journal and SportsBusiness 
Daily, the two leading publications on the business of 
sports.
 Wellman was one of four fi nalists for the award 
along with Jeff Hathaway of Connecticut, Lew Perkins 
of Kansas and Gene Smith of Ohio State.
 “This is an award for the entire University,” said 
Wellman. “If it were not for everyone being on the 
same page, we would not be as successful as we 
have been. From the Board of Trustees, to the Univer-
sity administration, the faculty and staff, the coaching 
staff, our athletic administration, as well as the student 
body and our donors, everyone is in lock step with the 
value of athletics and academics within the university 
community.”

THE RON WELLMAN FILE
BORN
 • May 2, 1948 in Celina, Ohio

FAMILY
 • Wife — Linda
 • Children —  Angie, Nicole, Melissa

EDUCATION
 • Bowling Green State University — 1970 
    B.S. in Business and Health & Physical Education
 • Bowling Green State University — 1971
  M.A. in Education

COACHING HISTORY
 • Elmhurst College — 1971-80
  Head Baseball Coach, Asst. BKB and FB Coach
 • Northwestern University — 1981-86
  Head Baseball Coach

ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATION HISTORY
 • Elmhurst College — 1977-80
  Athletic Director
 • Mankato State University — 1986-87
  Athletic Director
 • Illinois State University — 1987-92
  Athletic Director
 • Wake Forest University — 1992-present
  Athletic Director

AWARDS, HONORS, AND NOTES
 • Most tenured A.D. in the ACC
 • Elmhurst College Athletics Hall of Fame — 1985
 • CCIW Baseball Coach of the Year (1975, 76, 79, 80, 81)



W A K E F O R E S T S P O R T S . C O M 101

W
A

KE FOOTBA
LL

SEA
SON

 OU
TLOOK

2008 D
EA

CON
S

2007 IN
 REVIEW

RECORD
 BOOK

HISTORY
M

ED
IA

 IN
FORM

ATION
FOOTBA

LL STA
FF

WAKE FOREST HEAD COACHES

W A K E F O R E S T S P O R T S

THE 2007-08 WAKE FOREST YEAR IN ATHLETICS
  Overall ACC ACC ACC NCAA Highest
Team W-L W-L Finish Postseason Postseason Rank
Baseball 25-31 13-16 7th 1-2 — —
(M) Basketball 17-13 7-9 t-7th 1st Round — —
(W) Basketball 15-15 2-12 t-10th 1st Round — RV
(M) Cross Country — — — 7th Place Regionals —
(W) Cross Country — — — 7th Place Regionals — 
Field Hockey 16-5 3-2 3rd Finals National Semifinals 3rd
Football 9-4 5-3 t-4th — Meineke Car Care Bowl 21st
(M) Golf — — — 5th 23rd 12th
(W) Golf — — — 4th 10th 10th 
(M) Soccer 22-2-2 6-1-1 2nd Finals National Champion 1st
(W) Soccer 13-7-3 6-2-2 t-2nd Semifinals 2nd Round 11th
(M) Tennis 17-11 7-4 4th Semifinals 1st Round 11th 
(W) Tennis 8-14 4-7 9th 1st Round 1st Round 19th
(M) Indoor Track — — — 10th — —
(M) Outdoor Track — — — 10th — —
(W) Indoor Track — — — 10th — — 
(W) Outdoor Track — — — 10th — —
Volleyball 8-23 5-17 11th — — — 

First Team All-Americans (6)
Steven Forman (Men’s Tennis), Steve Justice (Football), Michelle Kasold (Field Hockey), Cory Parr (Men’s 
Tennis), Pat Phelan (Men’s Soccer), Webb Simpson (Men’s Golf).

Academic All-Americans (2)
Louis Frazier (1st Team - Football), Phillip Warsaw (3rd Team - Men’s Track & Field)
    
First Team All-ACC (24)
4 - Men’s Soccer  4 - Women’s Track (I&O) 3 - Field Hockey 3 - Football 
2 - Men’s Tennis  2 - Women’s Golf  2 - Women’s Soccer 1 - Men’s Golf
1 - Women’s Tennis  1 - Volleyball 1 - Men’s Track (I&O) 
    
ACC Rookie of the Year (2)
Josh Adams (Football) 
Natalie Sheary (Women’s Golf)

JENNIFER AVERILL
    FIELD HOCKEY

DINO GAUDIO
    MEN’S BASKETBALL

TONY DA LUZ
    WOMEN’S SOCCER

DIANNE DAILEY
    WOMEN’S GOLF

ANNIE BENNETT
    CC/TRACK & FIELD/

JIM GROBE
    FOOTBALL

MIKE PETERSEN
    WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

HEATHER KAHL 
HOLMES    VOLLEYBALL

SCOTT HALL
    MEN’S TRACK & FIELD

JERRY HAAS
    MEN’S GOLF HOLMES    VOLLEYBALL WOMEN S BASKETBALL    W

CHAD SKORUPKA
    WOMEN’S TENNIS

RICK REMBIELAK
    BASEBALL

JEFF ZINN
    MEN’S TENNIS

JAY VIDOVICH
    MEN’S SOCCER
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ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT DIRECTORY
Administrative Services   5753
 Barbara Walker Senior Associate AD/SWA 
 Doug Bland Associate AD, Administration
 Rebecca Ward Associate AD, Special Projects/HR 
 Wanda Ervin Administrative Coordinator
 Linda Rieck Administrative Secretary 
   
Athletic Director’s Office  5616
 Ron Wellman Director of Athletics 
 Krista Holgate Assistant to the AD
 Donna Hall Administrative Coordinator  
   
Baseball   5570
 Rick Rembielak Head Coach 
  Jon Palmieri Assistant Coach 
 Greg Bauer Assistant Coach 
 Marshall Canosa Volunteer Assistant Coach
 Fred Worth Volunteer Dir. of Baseball Operations 
   
Basketball (Men’s)   5622
 Dino Gaudio Head Coach 
 Jeff Battle Associate Head Coach 
 Pat Kelsey Assistant Coach 
 Mike Muse Assistant Coach
 Walt Corbean Coordinator of Operations 
 Lynne Heflin Administrative Assistant 
 TBA Secretary  
   
Basketball (Women’s)   5763
 Mike Petersen Head Coach 
 Natasha Adair Associate Head Coach 
 Amy Waugh Assistant Coach 
 Bob Clark Assistant Coach 
 Jason Eshbaugh Coordinator of Operations 
 Mary Ann Justus Administrative Assistant 
   
Business Office   5601
 Dave Marmion Associate AD, Internal Operations
 Abby Houser Assistant Business Manager 
   
Campus Recreation   5838
 Max Floyd Director of Campus Recreation 
 T.J. Peele Intramurals 
 Jillian Coleman Group Fitness and Wellness 
 Mark Henley Outdoor Pursuits 
 Jessica Finnerty Aquatics 
   
Compliance   4277
 Todd Hairston Assistant AD/Compliance 
 Kirsten Elleby Assistant Director  
 Scott Byrd Compliance Specialist
   
Computer Services   5913
 Russ Hundley Network Administrator 
 Kevin Pope Assistant Network Administrator 
   
Development/Deacon Club  5008
 Barry Faircloth Associate AD for External Operations 
 Cook Griffin Assistant AD, Major Gifts/
       Executive Director for Deacon Club 
 Paul Kennedy Assistant AD, Annual Giving
 Mike Buddie Associate Director, Development/
           Major Gifts
 Nicole Miller Associate Director, Premium Seats/
       Special Projects 
 Kelly Mansfield Associate Director, External 
       Communications
 Chip Patterson Director of Planned Giving 
 Linda Hemrick Administrative Coordinator  
 Sandra Boswell Secretary  
   
Equipment   4306
 Roxann Moody Head Equipment Manager 
 Craig Zakrzewski Assistant Equipment Manager  
 Demetrius Gibson Assistant Equipment Manager 
 Mike Rutherford Laundry Attendant 

Field Hockey   5859
 Jennifer Averill Head Coach 
 Daan Polders Assistant Coach  
 Christina Restivo Assistant Coach   

Football   5633
 Jim Grobe Head Coach 
 Bill Faircloth Assistant AD/Football Operations 
 Tim Billings Assistant Coach 
 Tom Elrod Assistant Coach
 Keith Henry Assistant Coach
 Brian Knorr Assistant Coach 
 Brad Lambert Assistant Coach 
 Steed Lobotzke Assistant Coach 
 Ray McCartney Assistant Coach 
 Billy Mitchell Assistant Head Coach
 Steve Russ Assistant Coach
 Napoleon Sykes Graduate Assistant 
 Brad White Graduate Assistant 
 Allen Franklin Coordinator, Football Video 
 Bonnie Rae Administrative Assistant 
 James Adams Athletics Assistant - Recruiting
 Trevor Lambert Athletics Assistant - Operations 
   
Golf (Men’s)   6000
 Jerry Haas Head Coach 
 Chris Yoder Assistant Coach
 Laura Statham Administrative Coordinator  
   
Golf (Women’s)   5751
 Dianne Dailey Associate AD/Head Coach 
 TBA Assistant Coach
 Laura Statham Administrative Coordinator 
   
Grounds & Maintenance   4221
 Wayne Williams Assistant AD/Facilities
 Chris Stilley Assistant Superintendent  
 Donna Barefoot Maintenance Assistant - Golf Complex
 Glenn Bennett Maintenance Technician  
 Darren Bowers Maintenance Assistant 
 Jim Carlin Maintenance Technician  
 Dean Jarvis Maintenance Technician 
 John Lambert Maintenance Technician  
 Susan Lawson Administrative Coordinator 
   
Groves Stadium Complex  4746
 Ken Anderson Complex Coordinator 
 Gregg Boyles Complex Assistant Coordinator 
   
Indoor Tennis Center   5634
 Tamer Hegazy Director 
 Bettianne Beck Membership Coordinator  
 Donna Mulnix Assistant 
 Coburn Dagenhart Assistant  
 Beata Debinsky Front Desk Attendant 
 Joseph Ernst Front Desk Attendant
 Tabia Lundy Front Desk Attendant 
   
Marketing & Promotions   5011
 Geoff Lassiter Assistant AD/Marketing &
      Special Projects 
 Mike Odom Director of Marketing & Promotions 
 Mike Piscetelli Associate Director, Marketing/
      Development
 Ike Fullard Assistant Director 
 Brent Campbell Cheer/Dance Coach  
 Tanya Bowles Assistant Cheer Coach  
 TBA Assistant Dance Coach  
 Kevin Bowen Director of Athletic Bands 
 Philip Morgan Associate Director of Bands 
 Meridith Martin Administrative Assistant 
   
Media Relations   5640
 Steve Shutt Assistant AD/Media Relations  
 Scott Wortman Assistant Director 
 Katy Hamlett Assistant Director
 Chad Crunk Assistant Director 
 Emily Richey Administrative Assistant  
 Gary Petit Athletics Assistant   
 Rene Ivey Casual Employee 
 
Olympic Sports/SWA   4620
 Betty Shronts Administrative Assistant
 Linda Rieck Administrative Secretary

Operations  5753
 Steve Adams Assistant AD for Internal Operations 
 Brett Hickman Assistant AD, Event Management & 
      Facilities 
 Corey Jenkins Assistant Director
 Matt Lamoureux Assistant Director
 Tal Jobe Operations/Facilities Assistant 
   
Soccer (Men’s)   5516
 Jay Vidovich Head Coach 
 Jon Lowery Assistant Coach 
 Carson Porter Assistant Coach
 Ryan Martin Volunteer Assistant Coach 
   
Soccer (Women’s)   4375
 Tony da Luz Head Coach 
 Tim Santoro Assistant Coach 
 Megan Jessee Assistant Coach  
   
Special Events   6157
 Anne Gordon Director of Catering & Events 
   
Sports Medicine   5620
 Dr. David Martin Director of Sports Medicine 
 Greg Collins Assistant AD/Sports Medicine  
 Anne Bradley Assistant Athletic Trainer
 Chris Ina Assistant Athletic Trainer
 Jennifer Layton Assistant Athletic Trainer 
 Tyson Rose Assistant Athletic Trainer
 Scott Spernoga Assistant Athletic Trainer 
 Don Steelman Assistant Athletic Trainer  
 Jeff Strahm Assistant Athletic Trainer
 TBA Assistant Athletic Trainer/Rehab Coord.
 Robin Godwin Administrative Coordinator 
   
Strength & Conditioning   5629
 Ethan Reeve Head Coordinator 
 David Bass Assistant Coordinator 
 Todd Hedrick Assistant Coordinator
 Mike Tolotti Assistant Coordinator 
   
Student-Athlete Services  5850
 Dwight Lewis Associate AD/Student-Athlete Services
 Jane Caldwell Assistant AD 
 Sherry Long Academic Counselor 
 Elizabeth Miller Academic Counselor 
 Suzanne Speed Academic Counselor 
 Hunter Willard Academic Counselor  
 Sue Hale Coordinator, Foreign Language 
 Julie Griffin CHAMPS/Life Skills Coordinator 
 Ann Flynn Administrative Assistant 
 Mindy Buker Athletics Assistant 
   
Tennis (Men’s)   5886
 Jeff Zinn Head Coach 
 Chris Brandi Assistant Coach 
   
Tennis (Women’s)   5752
 Chad Skorupka Head Coach 
 Jonathan Stokke   Assistant Coach 
   
Ticket Office   3322
 Brad Darmofal Director of Ticket Office Operations 
 Shawna Potts Assistant Director
 Bethany Davoll Assistant Director  
 Josh Cox Athletics Assistant
 Will Schwartz Athletics Assistant 
   
Track/Cross Country   4872
 Annie Bennett Director of Track & Field/
      Head Cross Country Coach
 Scott Hall Assistant Director of Track & Field
 Amber Larsen Assistant Coach 
 David Duggan Assistant Coach
 Brian Clymer Assistant Coach
 Michael Bennett Volunteer Assistant
 Chris Boyles Volunteer Assistant
 Lela Nelson Volunteer Assistant 
   
Volleyball   6993
 Heather Kahl Head Coach 
 Jennifer Adeva Assistant Coach 
 Chad Willis Assistant Coach

(current as of June 16, 2008)




