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Deborah Butterfield, Woodrow, 1988; gift of Harriet and Edson W. Spencer, 
1998; courtesy Walker Art Center

Overview
Artists often use materials found in nature in their artworks as  
a way to reflect on the world around them in an environmentally 
friendly way. For example, the artist Deborah Butterfield created 
the horse sculpture Woodrow by using sticks and bark that she 
found around her ranch in Montana. Incorporating natural  
materials into the art that we make not only brings attention 
to our local environments and communities but also creates less 
waste. By using found materials instead of buying them at the 
store, we are practicing sustainability, which means we are  
helping to conserve resources for other uses.

In this activity you will gather your own natural found materials 
such as sticks, bark, pinecones, and other objects and learn 
how to create your own sculpture of an animal just like Deborah 
Butterfield does. 

It will take about 10 minutes to gather materials and 20–30  
minutes to make a sculpture.

Talk It Out
○ What do you notice first about Woodrow?
○ In what ways does Woodrow look like a real horse? How is  
he different from a real horse?
○ Look at the sticks Butterfield used for the different parts of 
Woodrow’s body. How are the sticks she used for his head  
different than the sticks she used for his legs?
○ Why do you think the artist wanted to reuse and  
recycle materials?
○ How do artworks made from found objects make you feel?
○ What are some ways you could use materials from nature or 
recycled objects to make your own artwork? 

Connect with Art at the Walker
Before you start building your sculpture, take a close look  
at Woodrow by Deborah Butterfield. To make this piece,  
Butterfield found sticks and bark in nature and combined them 
into the shape of a horse. Then she cast them in bronze, which 
means she created a mold of each stick, then poured liquid 
metal into the mold. When the metal hardened, she removed the 
mold and the bronze had taken the shape of the stick. Finally, 
she combined the bronze pieces back together to re-create the 
original horse shape. 
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Materials
○ Small objects found in nature like sticks and bark 
○ String (about 4 feet, depending on the size of your  
found objects)
○ Rubber bands (optional)
○ Hot glue gun (optional)

Project Set-up
○ Find a clear space on a table or the floor where you  
can work.
○ Remember to clean up your workspace and wash your  
hands after you finish since some of the materials you collect 
may be dirty!
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Step 1
Think about what kind of animal you would like to make a 
sculpture of. Go outside and collect a range of natural  
materials to use, including sticks, tree bark, pinecones, leaves, 
and more. Remember to only take objects that have already 
fallen on the ground! We don’t want to damage any plants in 
our search for objects, but to be respectful of nature as we look 
for what we can use. Be sure to wash your hands when you 
come back inside!

Step 3
Next, build the neck and the head of your animal. You could 
insert some sticks into gaps in the body section to make the 
neck. Secure the neck and head with more string.

Step 2
Take a look at everything you’ve gathered and think about 
what you could use to create the body of your animal. For 
instance, you could gather together a bundle of sticks and tie 
them together with string at each end. You may need to break 
the sticks to make them all the same length.

Step 4
Next, select sticks that are the same length to be the legs of 
your animal. To attach each leg to the body, tie string around 
the top of the stick leaving enough string on either side to tie 
around the body of your animal. 
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Step 5
One at a time, start attaching the legs to the body of your 
animal. If the legs feel a little wobbly, you can wrap an 
extra-long piece of string around the body lengthwise multiple 
times and tie it to secure the legs in place. If you are having 
trouble using string to attach the pieces together, you could try 
using rubber bands or ask an adult to help you glue the pieces 
together with a hot glue gun.

Step 6
Once you have added all of the legs to your animal, see if  
you can make it stand up! If you are having trouble getting 
your animal to stand, you can display it by hanging it with 
string instead.

Keep Exploring
Now that you’ve made your own sustainable sculpture, reflect 
on how you felt using natural materials in your art. Was it 
easier to work with natural materials than with art supplies like 
clay or wire? Was it more difficult? 

Did you feel more connected to nature? Do you have any 
ideas about ways you can help protect nature and our  
environment? Tell a friend or a family member about your 
experience. Share your ideas about protecting nature and 
having a positive impact on the environment. 

Research the different plants you find in your neighborhood. 
Which are native to Minnesota? Which plants are your favorite?

If you can, visit the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden and find 
Woodrow. Take a close look. What do you notice in-person? Ex-
plore other sculptures in the Garden. How are they similar? How 
are they different? Can you tell what materials each artist used?
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