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Introduction

Get Your Class Ready for a Field 
Trip to the Walker Art Center 

Use this guide and the corresponding PowerPoint 
presentation to get your students ready for a field 
trip to the Walker Art Center. This field trip will be 
the first visit to an art museum for many students, 
and we want them to feel prepared and excited!

After introducing your students to the Walker, 
we recommend facilitating the pre-visit lesson 
that corresponds to the tour option that you have 
selected for your field trip. 

What Is the Walker?
(Slides 2 and 3) 
 
The Walker Art Center is an art museum in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. A museum is a place that 
cares for and displays a collection of objects that are 
considered valuable or important. The Walker is an 
art museum meaning that it collects, cares for, and 
displays art! 

Visitors to the Walker can come to see art, watch 
movies, go to performances, and even make their 
own projects in the Art Lab. 

What Is Contemporary Art? 
(Slides 4-6)

Start this conversation on Slide 4 by asking students: 

○ What are some types of artwork that you have seen? 

○ How do you define art? 

 Use this definition to help guide the conversation:

 Art is something that a person makes using 
creativity and imagination. People make artwork to 
communicate a feeling or idea. You probably make art 
every day by making a drawing or building things out 
of different materials. 

What does “contemporary” mean? (Slide 5)
The art that you will see at the Walker is called 
“contemporary art.” “Contemporary” basically 
means “now,” so when we say “contemporary art,” 
we are talking about art that was made recently. 

Contemporary artists (Slide 6)
The people who create art are called artists, and 
an artist working today can make many different 
types of art, including paintings, sculptures, videos, 
music, and performances. The art in the Minneapolis 
Sculpture Garden and inside the Walker Art Center 
is made by artists who have made making art their 
job. Many of these artists are still living and working. 
 

What Is the Minneapolis  
Sculpture Garden? 
(Slides 7 and 8)

Ask students if anyone has been to or heard of the 
Minneapolis Sculpture Garden. Discuss. 

Move to Slide 8. The Minneapolis Sculpture Garden 
(MSG) is a big park filled with art. It is open all year 
and is free for everyone to visit. We call the artworks 
in the garden “sculptures” because they are three-di-
mensional, which means that they have many sides, 
unlike a painting, which is flat and normally has just 
one side for us to look at.

The Minneapolis Sculpture Garden is located across 
the street from the Walker Art Center and has many 
famous sculptures such as the big cherry and spoon 
(Spoonbridge and Cherry), the big blue rooster 
(Hahn/Cock), and the yellow and blue bridge (Irene 
Hixon Whitney Bridge) over the freeway.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Ejd3cxhbvawQ2gQDz4azNmbd2aIilStTGVdB6xeH6xE/edit#slide=id.p
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What Will You Do during  
Your Visit?
(Slides 9-13)

The Walker is a big building with a lot going on, and 
you’ll get to see many interesting things during your 
visit.

When you arrive (Slide 10)
When you arrive at the Walker, you’ll go to the main 
lobby [or the Walker’s front entrance if touring the 
Minneapolis Sculpture Garden] and you’ll meet the 
Walker educators who will show you around during 
your visit.

The tour (Slides 11-12)
The educators will have a fun and interesting tour 
planned and will share many different types of art 
with you (Slide 11). 

The educators are excited to hear your ideas about 
the artwork that you see. Nothing makes them hap-
pier than when visitors share their thoughts and ask 
good questions about the art! They will also have 
some fun activities (Slide 12) for you to do during 
your tour, so you won’t just be walking and talking! 

If touring the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden 
(Slide 13)
Depending on what time of year you come to the 
Walker, you might also get to explore the sculptures 
in the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden.

If it’s raining or very cold outside when you come 
for your visit, it might not be possible to go outside 
to the Garden. Luckily, the Garden is always free 
to visit and is open every day, so we hope you will 
come back another time! 

The Minneapolis Sculpture Garden is a very big 
place, and you’ll be doing a lot of walking (the 
Garden also has ADA-accessible pathways), so make 
sure you wear comfortable shoes and clothing. 

If students are participating in an Art Lab experience
The educators also lead the Art Lab experiences. In 
the Art Lab, you will get to make your own artwork 
inspired by the art that you see in the galleries! 

Visiting Rules 
(Slide 14)
Discuss these rules with students and watch the 
90-second orientation video (available this fall). 

Rules for visiting the galleries:

○ Stay with your group; be able to see your chaperone(s) 
at all times.

○ Stay at least 2 feet away from the art (provide a visual 
for your students).

○ Keep food, drinks, and backpacks out of galleries. 
○ Pencils are the only writing tools allowed in the 

galleries. 
○ Use your inside voices.
○ Please walk—don’t run—when you’re inside the 

museum! 
○ Listen to and be respectful of chaperones and Walker 

staff. 

Rules for visiting the Garden:

○ Stay with your group; be able to see your chaperone(s) 
at all times.

○ Only touch the sculptures if a sign or Walker staff 
member says it’s OK. 

○ Listen to and be respectful of chaperones and Walker 
staff. 

Pre-visit Questions for Discussion with Students 

○ Has anyone been to the Walker before? What about an 
art museum? Any other type of museum? 

 ↳ If so, what was it like? 
 ↳ What do you remember doing?
○ What do you hope we will see during our field trip to 

the Walker? 

○ What questions do you have? 


