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Top: The Most Beautiful Thing, Kao Kalia Yang, illustrated by Khoa Le.
Bottom: Frank Big Bear, The Walker Collage, Multiverse #10, 2016; commissioned by 
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Overview
Artists often use their family members as sources of inspiration for 
their artwork. For example, in the book The Most Beautiful Thing,  
local author Kao Kalia Yang uses the art of storytelling to reflect 
on her relationship with her grandmother. In The Walker Collage, 
Multiverse #10, visual artist Frank Big Bear uses illustration and 
collage to explore personal themes of cultural identity and family 
by incorporating work created by his son and photographs of his 
family members.

In this activity, you will create your own artwork inspired by your 
family. First you will watch a recording of Kao Kalia Yang reading 
her book The Most Beautiful Thing and discuss the story with your 
family or classmates. Then you will explore a collage by Frank Big 
Bear and create your own photographic family collage inspired by 
his work.

It will take about 20-30 minutes to complete the collage project. 

Connect with Kao Kalia Yang’s The Most 
Beautiful Thing
Watch the recording of Kao Kalia Yang reading her book The Most 
Beautiful Thing. Discuss these questions as a group:

○ Who are the main characters in this story? Where does the story 
take place? What are the main events in the story?
○ Dawb, Lei, and Kalia spend time taking care of their grandmother. 
How do they help their grandmother?  In what ways do you take 
care of your family members?
○ During Hmong New Year the family gets together with their aunts, 
uncles, and cousins to eat a large meal and listen to stories from 
their grandmother. Do you have any celebrations like this in your 
family?
○ An illustrator is someone who creates the artwork for a book 
based on the text written by the author. Khoa Le illustrated The 
Most Beautiful Thing based on text written by Kao Kalia Yang. What 
illustrations stood out to you when you watched the recording?

Now we are going to explore the work of another artist who creates 
artwork inspired by his family-- Frank Big Bear. 

Photographic Family Collage

Connect with Art at the Walker
Take a close look at The Walker Collage, Multiverse #10 by 
Frank Big Bear. The work consists of 432 individual collages! He 
started each collage by using the same base image, a post-
card invitation from his son, Star Wallowing Bull, for an art exhi-
bition he was having. Frank Big Bear then layered photographs 
of his family members and images from magazines on top of 
each postcard to create 432 unique collages. When creating 
these collages, Frank Big Bear had to be thoughtful about 
how all of the layered images and shapes interacted with one 
another before gluing them down on the postcards. 

Talk It Out
○ What do you notice first about The Walker Collage, Multi-
verse #10?
○ Take a look at the individual collages on the next page. How 
are they similar? How are they different?
○ What images can you see in the collages? Where do you 
think the artist found these images?
○ Frank Big Bear included images of lots of different things 
from pop culture such as famous locations, famous people, and 
advertisements. Why do you think Frank Big Bear decided to 
include images of his family members too?
○ Compare the illustrations in The Most Beautiful Thing to 
Frank Big Bear’s collages. How are they similar? How are they 
different?
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Now it’s time for you to create your 
own artwork inspired by your family!

Materials

○ Glue
○ Scissors
○ Printed photograph of your family for the base of your col-
lage (If this is unavailable, a school portrait may be used.)
○ Additional photographs of your family members (if this is 
unavailable, you can draw portraits of your family members)
○ Magazines or newspapers

Project Set-up
○ Find a clear space on a table or the floor where you can 
work.
○ Remember to clean up your workspace and wash your hands 
after since you will be using different types of materials!

Step 2
Look through magazines, newspapers, and old photographs to 
find additional images that relate to your family in some way. 
For example, if your family really likes to cook meals together 
you might include images of  kitchen utensils or food.  Use 
scissors to cut out these images. Try to find 3-5 images you can 
use in your collage.

Step 1
Find a photograph of your family that you can use as a base 
for your collage, just like how Frank Big Bear used a postcard 
from his son as the base of his collages. If a photograph of 
your family is unavailable, a school portrait will work just fine. 

Step 3
Before gluing any of the images onto your base photograph, 
arrange the composition by laying each image on top of your 
base. Try overlapping different images on top of each other. 
Move them around until you are satisfied with your composi-
tion. 

Photographic Family Collage
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Step 4
Use glue to stick the images onto your base photograph. Trim 
off any extra pieces that hang off the side of your collage. 

Keep Exploring
Now that you’ve made your own photographic family collage, re-
flect on the photographs and images that represent your family. 
What does this collage tell viewers about your family?

Share your collage with a family member or friend and de-
scribe your experience creating it. What memories of your 
family came to mind when creating your collage?

Now it’s time to select a title for your artwork! What is the most 
beautiful thing about your family? Pick a title that reflects 
something beautiful and special about your family.

If you can, visit the Walker Art Center and look for other work 
by Frank Big Bear or artists that use their relationships with 
family members as inspiration for their artwork. In what ways 
do artists explore their relationships with their families? Why 
do you think relationships and family are popular themes that 
artists explore?

Photographic Family Collage

Teacher Notes
If this activity is done in the classroom, try providing opportuni-
ties for students to see and reflect on the work of their peers. 
Hang all of the completed collages on a wall next to each other, 
similar to how Frank Big Bear displays all 432 of his collages from 
The Walker Collage, Multiverse #10. 

Ask students to reflect on the similarities and differences 
between the collages. Why do you think these similarities 
and differences exist? Why is it important to understand that 
families are unique and can mean something different to 
everyone?

This activity relates to the K-2 MN English Language Arts 
Standards and K-2 MN Visual Arts Standards found on the 
following page.
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K-2 MN English Language Arts Standards

Key Ideas and Details

0.1.1.1 With prompting and support, 
ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text.

1.1.1.1 Ask and answer questions 
about key details in a text.

2.1.1.1 Ask and answer such questions 
as who, what, where, when, why, 
and how to demonstrate understand-
ing of key details in a text.

0.1.3.3 With prompting and support, 
identify characters, settings, and 
major events in a story.

1.1.3.3 Describe characters, settings, 
and major events in a story, using 
key details.

2.1.3.3 Describe how characters in a 
story respond to major events and 
challenges.

Craft and Structure

0.1.6.6 With prompting and support, 
name the author and illustrator of a 
story and define the role of each in 
telling the story.

1.1.6.6 Identify who is telling the 
story at various points in a text.

2.1.6.6 Acknowledge differences 
in the points of view of characters, 
including by speaking in a different 
voice for each character when read-
ing dialogue aloud.

Integration of 
Knowledge and Ideas

0.1.7.7 With prompting and support, 
describe the relationship between 
illustrations and the story in which 
they appear (e.g., what moment in a 
story an illustration depicts).

1.1.7.7 Use illustration and details 
in a story to describe its characters, 
setting, or events.

2.1.7.7 Use information gained from 
the illustrations and words in a print 
or digital text to demonstrate under-
standing of its characters, setting, or 
plot.
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K-2 MN Visual Arts Standards

Foundations

5.A.1.1 Use foundational 
knowledge and skills 
while responding to, 
creating, and presenting 
artistic work.

Create

5.0.2.2.1 Explore ideas 
through the work of 
other artists.

5.0.2.4.1 Identify choices 
made in one’s original 
artwork. 

5.1.2.2.2 Use observation 
and investigation in 
preparation for making 
a work of art.

5.1.2.3.1 Identify and use 
symbols when creating 
art.

5.2.2.2.2 Use various 
materials and tools to 
explore personal inter-
ests, questions, and 
curiosity.

5.2.2.4.1 Describe choices 
made at different steps 
in an art making pro-
cess.

Respond

5.0.4.7.1 Recognize that 
objects, artworks, and 
artifacts have form and 
function.

5.1.4.8.1 Compare art-
works that represent 
the same subject using 
artistic foundations.

5.2.4.7.1 Identify pro-
cesses an artist used to 
create a work of art.

Connect

5.0.5.9.1 Create art that 
tells a story about a life 
experience.

5.1.5.10.1 Recognize that 
people from different 
places and times have 
made art for a variety of 
reasons.

5.2.5.9.1 Compare and 
contrast subject matter 
from different times and 
places.


