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Introduction

HOW TO USE THIS LESSON

This is a lesson plan for the classroom. If you are 
bringing your students to the Walker for a field trip, 
we highly recommend facilitating the Walker Art 
Center Field Trip Preparation lesson as well. 
 The accompanying PowerPoint presentation 
includes simple instructions for the lesson in the 
presenter notes.
 Teachers know their own classrooms best, so 
please adapt the activities to fit your students’ ages, 
needs, and interests.

LESSON MATERIALS

○ Paper (1–2 sheets per 
student)

○ Pencils (1 per student; 
option to include colored 
pencils)

○ PowerPoint presentation 
that accompanies this 
lesson

○ Projector or Smart Board 
for viewing the slides

○ Pieces of yarn or twine for 
making measurements, 
several pieces cut to 15 
inches, and one large piece 
cut to 25 feet

○ Tape to hold the yarn in 
place

A.  
Overview
During this lesson, students will examine artworks 
and think about differences in scale between familiar 
objects and the works of art that represent them. 
Students will use photos, drawings, and their own 
bodies to understand why and how artists use scale in 
their work. This will support learning during the field 
trip to the Walker, when students will see sculptures 
of familiar objects depicted at surprising scales. 

B.  
Objectives
Students will...

○ Compare the size of sculptures in the Minneapolis 
Sculpture Garden with the real-world objects they 
represent in order to understand the artists’ use  
of scale.
 
○ Design their own sculpture of a person or thing and 
explain the choices they make related to scale. 
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Standards Connected to  
this Lesson

Number & Operation Geometry & 
Measurement

K.1.1.1 Recognize that a number 
can be used to represent how 
many objects are in a set or to 
represent the position of an 
object in a sequence. 

K.1.1.3 Count, with and without 
objects, forward and backward 
to at least 20. 

K.3.2.1 Use words to compare 
objects according to length, size, 
weight, and position. 

1.3.2.1 Measure the length of an 
object in terms of multiple copies 
of another object. 

2.3.2.1 Understand the relation-
ship between the size of the unit 
of measurement and the number 
of units needed to measure the 
length of an object. 

2.3.2.2 Demonstrate an under-
standing of the relationship 
between length and the numbers 
on a ruler by using a ruler to 
measure lengths to the nearest 
centimeter or inch. 
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Understanding 
Size   
(10–15 minutes) 1

Eyes on Size  
Show students the “Small, Medium, Big” slide (Slide 2) 
and spend some time talking about the different sizes of 
animals. Ask them to come up with other examples of 
animals that are small, medium, and big. 

Play a little game with students in which they use their 
bodies to show the meaning of different words that 
describe size. 

Read each of the following words aloud and ask students 
to show you with their arms what each word means. You 
can also use synonyms for these words to give students a 
slightly bigger challenge: 

○ Huge
○ Tiny
○ Medium

Size in Art  
Move to the next slide (Slide 3), which shows Spoonbridge 
and Cherry. 

Explain that artworks come in all different sizes. Many 
artists love to make artworks that look like ordinary, 
familiar things, but they change the size of these things so 
that we look at them in a different way. In this sculpture, 
for example, the spoon and cherry are much larger than a 
real-life spoon and cherry. 

Ask students: 

○ Have you seen this sculpture before?
○ This sculpture is 52 feet long and 29 feet high. The 

spoon weighs 5,800 pounds and the cherry weighs 
1,200 pounds, meaning that the entire sculpture is 
7000 pounds - that’s about the same weight as two 
cars. Why might the artists who made this sculpture 
have wanted it to be so big? 

Information for Teachers

Katharine Fritsch, Hahn/Cock, 2013/2017

Katharina Fritsch’s blue rooster is at once lifelike and completely 
unreal. Animals and everyday objects have long been subjects 
for the artist, who makes them otherworldly and extraordinary 
through bold shifts in scale, color, and material. The rooster 
can be a symbol of pride, power, and courage or posturing and 
macho prowess. Like Spoonbridge and Cherry, Hahn/Cock 
presents an unexpected take on the idea of a traditional public 
monument. Together, these two landmarks show how ordinary 
objects can become iconic and deeply symbolic.

For an artist bio and artwork images, see  Katharina Fritsch’s 
artist page on the Walker’s website.

Hahn/Cock by Katharina Fritsch

Move to Slide 4, which shows the blue rooster sculpture, 
titled Hahn/Cock, in the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden. 
This sculpture was made by the artist Katharina Fritsch.

https://walkerart.org/collections/artists/katharina-fritsch
https://walkerart.org/collections/artworks/hahn-cock
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Taking 
Measurements 
(10-15 minutes)2

Instructions
Go to Slide 5, which shows Hahn/Cock next to 
elephants. 

Explain that this sculpture is 25 feet high—the rooster 
alone is 12 feet high, and it sits on a white platform that 
is another 13 feet high. The sculpture is taller than two 
elephants stacked on top of each other—that’s really 
tall! 

Now, let’s compare this giant rooster with an actual 
rooster.

Go to Slide 6, which shows Hahn/Cock next to a photo-
illustration of roosters stacked on top of each other. 
You can see how many real roosters it would take to 
reach the height of the sculpture. 

○ Ask students to count the roosters—or count together 
as a class.

○ A real rooster is about 15 inches tall. To give students a 
sense of this size, invite them to figure out how tall 15 
inches is compared with their own bodies (provide yarn 
or strips of paper cut 15 inches long for students to use 
for this exercise).

○ Students can use the yarn to calculate how many 
roosters it would take to reach their heights. Ask them: 
How many roosters tall are you? 

Let’s Measure!
Move to Slide 7. 

It might be challenging for students to comprehend 
how big 25 feet really is. Try this activity to help them 
understand Hahn/Cock’s size:

○ Materials: a 25-foot pre-cut piece of yarn or twine; 
enough open floor space to lay down the piece of yarn; 
tape to hold the yarn in place.

Instructions:

○ Lay the yarn in a straight line, explaining to students 
that this yarn is the same length as the rooster’s height. 

○ Body measurements: 

 ↳ Option 1: Have students count how many steps it 
takes them to walk from one end of the yarn to the 
other. 

 ↳ Option 2: Ask students to lie down next to the yarn, 
with one student placing her heels where the yarn 
begins, and the next student placing his heels just 
above the first student’s head. Continue until they 
reach the other end of the yarn. How many students 
did it take to reach the length of the yarn? 
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Reflection  
(5 minutes)3

End this lesson by asking students to think about why 
Katharina Fritsch might have wanted to make her 
rooster sculpture so big. 

○ What other interesting choices did she make when 
creating this rooster? 

Optional Design Activity 
(20-30 minutes)+

Challenge students to design their own sculpture 
for the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden. The only 
requirement is that the sculpture should be either 
bigger or smaller than the real-life person or thing 
it depicts (e.g., a very oversized rooster or a tiny 
elephant!). 

Students should decide how large or small the 
sculpture will be in comparison to a person. To give 
a sense of the sculpture’s size, students should draw 
a person (or stick figure) next to the drawing of their 
sculpture. 

Questions to think about as they design their sculpture:

○ What colors will you use in your sculpture?
○ Does this sculpture sit on the ground, or is it on a 

platform like Hahn/Cock? 
○ What will you name your sculpture? 


