
Food fuels our futures, whether what we 
ingest is the simplest and plainest soil-grown 
fare or is synthetically manufactured in a lab, 
and whether we cultivate and cook it with our 
own hands or outsource that task to others. 
And our eating habits affect more than just 
our bodies. Our food cultures have emotional 
resonance, and they shape the environments 
inhabited by many forms of life. 
 The New York–based design critic LinYee 
Yuan founded the online magazine MOLD in 
2013 to explore these knotty intersections 
and how they will shape our individual and 
collective futures, promising to cover “cellular 
agriculture to 3D food printing, entomophagy 
to beautifully designed tableware.”1 In 2017, 
with hundreds of articles online and over fifty 
thousand readers, MOLD also became a beau-
tifully designed biannual print journal. Follow-
ing the crowdfunded inaugural issue on the 
human microbiome, the journal has since taken 

deep dives into several pressing topics, includ-
ing who gets to engage food futures (“A Place 
at the Table,” issue 2) and waste (issue 3). In 
Yuan’s hands, and those of her team (Marisa 
Aveling, Johnny Drain, Eric Hu, Jena Myung, 
and Matthew Tsang), farming, growing, feed-
ing, and eating gain new meanings, and the 
ideas around who grows what and for whom 
open up to debate. 
 Design is a key ingredient in MOLD’s 
recipe. As Yuan says, “Technology and science 
can change how and what we eat, but design 
is critical to bringing these ideas together  
to create products and experiences that are 
elegant, intelligent and useful.”2 From the so- 
called Green Revolution of the 1960s, when 
aid agencies funded research and development 
of high-yield, low-resource “super-crop” rice 
staples, to today’s synthetically grown “lab 
burgers,” technology and design have long 
come together in service of new modes of food 

production and augmentation of nature. The 
results can be positive and game-changing 
when they allow us a greater range of taste 
experiences or better access to food; they can 
also unsettle ecosystems to disastrous effect 
through intensive farming or exploitative labor 
during harvesting. 
 The following special manifesto by MOLD 
magazine explores what nutrition, resource 
use, consumption, and joy in food might look 
like in our tomorrows, near and far.    MMF
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1      “ About,” MOLD magazine website, thisismold 
 .com/about.

2  Quoted in Allie Wist, “Go Read This Brand 
New Magazine on the Future of Food,” Saveur, 
March 7, 2017, www.saveur.com.
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