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“I Love Music (For John Coltrane)” by Amiri Baraka 

The following is a transcript of Amari Baraka’s reading of “I Love Music (For John Coltrane)” at the Walker Art Center, 
Minneapolis, October 8, 1980. 
 
Transcript: 
 
It's a poem for John Coltrane. The title is “I Love Music.” John Coltrane, of course, one of the outstanding musicians, 
composers in black music. It begins with a quote from John Coltrane. 
 
“I want to be a force for real good.  
In other words, I know that there are bad forces,  
forces that bring suffering to others and misery to the world,  
but I want to be the opposite  
force. I want to be the force which is truly  
for good.” 
Trane 
Trane 
Trane said,  
A force for real good, trane. In other words, February ’67 
By july he was dead.  
By july. he said in other words 
he wanted to be the opposite 
but by july, he was dead, but he is, offering, 
 expression a love supreme, afro blue in me singing 
it all because of him  
can be 
screaming beauty 
can be 
afroblue can be 
you leave me breathless  
can be 
Alabama 
I want to talk to you 
my favorite things 
like Sonny  
can be 
life itself, fire can be, heart explosion, soul explosion, brain explo 
sion. can be. can be. can be. can be. can be aggeeewheewheeagg eeeee. aggeeouhy 
deep deep deep 
expression deep, can be 
capitalism dying, can be 
all, see, agggggeeeeooooo aggrggrrgeeeoouuuu. full, full, full can be 
empty, too.  
nightfall agggggeeeeooooo aggrggrrgeeeoouuuu  
nightfall by water 
round moon over slums 
shit in a dropper 
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soft face under fingertips trembling  
can be 
can be 
can be, trane, can be, trane, because of trane, because  
world world world world  
can be  
sean ocasey in Ireland 
can be, lu hsun in china 
can be, 
brecht wailing 
gorky riffing 
langston hughes steaming  
can be 
           trane  
       bird's main man  
    can be 
    big maybelle can be 
workout workout workout workout 
expression 
ogunde 
afroblue can be 
all of it meaning, essence revelation, everything together, wailing in unison 
a terrible 
wholeness. 
 
[Applause] 
 
Thank you. 
 


