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“Team Work from the Team that Works”
How To Tune Up Your
Media Room

Make Way For Fall!

by Kerrie Kelly & ASID for Realty Times

Most households have a room
where the main activity is
watching television. We're well
beyond needing simply an
electrical outlet and a pair of
rabbit ears to entertain ourselves
at home -- now, game consoles,
cables, satellites, computer
networks, streaming systems and
stereo components can all
communicate with your
television. Be prepared for new
devices incorporating cable
management and methods of
communication that will become
"standard" in the future. Whether
you're renovating your media
space, building a new one or
considering a quick upgrade,
here are the elements to
consider so you can make the
Continued on Page 2…

Hard to believe that the kids are
back in school and it's time to settle
back into a normal routine. Are you
ready for some cooler weather?
This summer was hot and so was
the housing market. All across the
country there was an increase in
new construction and existing home
sales price averages. It has been
good news for both buyers and sellers.
Our area has seen a steady increase in housing prices. Demand is high and
inventory s still low. Homes on the market are selling quickly and often at listed
price or over. If you have given thought to selling your home this is the perfect
time to do so. Not sure what your home is worth? You can check that out here:
www.searchhomesinraleigh.com/homevalue/value or call me at 919-882-6005.
Setting the right price is key to selling your home.
If you are a buyer this is still a fantastic time to get into the real estate market.
There are some great properties out there and with an experienced realtor on your
side you can still find the home of your dreams. Mortgage rates are still very low
and there are good deals to be had.
Have real estate questions? I’d love to connect. You can call 919-882-6005 or
email me at greg@gregismay.com. You can also check out all the resouses on my
website www.gregismay.com.
Sincerely, Greg
We appreciate your referrals! There is no greater
compliment you could offer us!
If you know someone who is ready to sell or buy a
home, be sure to contact Greg at 919-882-6005 and
share their information (with their permission) to be
sure they receive superior service.
Check out what others have to say about us at www.gregismay.com/gold_testimonials.asp
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most of your media.

Downtown Holly Springs Project

Screen Space
The more invisible the
technology, the more able you
are to immerse yourself in the
media experience, but the beauty
of a media room is that you don't
have to hide the TV. So, splurge
on the screen that suits your
fancy and feel free to make it the
centerpiece of the room in this
case. On the other hand, if you
would like to create a space
that's a little more understated,
yet visually dramatic when
viewing media, consider a
projector with a retractable
screen. The screen hardware
mounts to the ceiling, and the
screen rolls up when you're not
watching. Be sure to get a TV
system that will handle all your
media interests--Internet access,
gaming, DVD or Blu-ray, and the
components of your particular
home theater set-up.
Sounding It Out
Most of our clients who build
media rooms enjoy their screen
time so much that we
recommend they invest in audio
equipment that's on par with their
video equipment. Technology
has thankfully advanced enough
that you don't have to fill the
room with tiny speakers for a
surround sound effect. Install
them flush to the ceiling or walls
so you can keep your attention
focused where you want it. If you
want speakers to be truly
invisible, you can go wireless or
actually install completely
invisible speakers. The working
parts of the speaker are attached
to a panel that looks like drywall,
and is installed directly into the
wall and painted over to match
the rest of the space. The
speaker elements simply vibrate
against the panel to create
sound.

When people move to Holly Springs, there’s a question often asked: “Where’s
downtown”? If you’ve lived here for a little while, you know where downtown is.
It’s where Town Hall is. Why does it seem to be hard for newcomers to find?
The truth is, Holly Springs doesn’t have what many transplants consider to be a
proper downtown. To many, downtown is the place where the store on the
corner used to be the soda shop and 5&10, before that it was a drug store, and
maybe the post office before that. Full story at http://tinyurl.com/y8b9shdp

Out And About In Raleigh
There is just no place like home and the Raleigh area is the best place to live. There is always
something going on no matter your age or taste in food and entertainment!
Sept 2-3 African American Cultural Festival of Raleigh & Wake Forest
Sept 2 SproutFest Kids Appreciation Day at the Farmers Market in Holly Springs
Sept 2-4 Treasures of the Earth Gem, Mineral, and Jewelry Show - Kerr Building, NC Fairgrounds
Sept 5 Plantsmen’s Tour: For the Birds at JC Raulston Arboretum
Sept 6 ShakesBeer with Bare Theatre at Imurj in Downtown Raleigh
Sept 7-10 Hopscotch Music Festival in Downtown Raleigh
Sept 8 Friday Night Tribute Series: Motown Revue in Midtown Raleigh
Sept 8-10 Greek Festival 2017 at Jim Graham Building at NC State Fairgrounds
Sept 8-30 King Lear at Leggett Theatre at William Peace University
Sept 9 College Football: NC State vs Marshall
Sept 10 Cannes 5K at PNC Arena
Sept 14 Back to School Bash at Angus Barn, RDU/Brier Creek
Sept 15 Family Dance at Halle Cultural Arts Center
Sept 15-16 NC Symphony: Harry Potter & Sorcerer’s Stone at Duke Energy
Sept 19-20 CED Tech Venture Conference at Raleigh Convention Center
Sept 22-24 6th Annual Tattoo Fest at Raleigh Convention Center
Sept 23-24 Eastern Triangle farm Tour at Raleigh City Farm
To view a full list of events, ticket prices and more info
scan the QR code or visit http://tinyurl.com/pqq2xz5
Get Free money-saving home tips at www.IsmayRealtyGroup.com
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Command Center
Finally, you need to create a
space where you can house all
of the electronic components
of your new media center.
Hard drives, DVR and cable
equipment, gaming consoles
and stereo equipment need a
space to live that won't clutter
up the room. The best solution
for cable management is to
have a small cabinet installed
in the most convenient space
to your equipment, yet is easily
accessible. You'll need
ventilation, but can easily
install a media cabinet with a
panel door that's ventilated.
Bringing It All Together
Now that you've got all your
technology worked out, it's
time to bring in your people!
Consider the other functions
the room will serve. If the room
will function as more than a
media room, break up the
space to accommodate your
other pastimes. Will you need
a simple game table with
seating for four, or a pool table
that converts to a ping pong
table and crafting station?
Create those spaces behind
the seating in your home
theater so the whole family can
spend time together without
everyone having to watch
"Rambo" again or rock out to
some "Guitar Hero."
Seating
A sectional sofa is a versatile
choice for a multipurpose
space. They seat a lot of
people comfortably, or just a
few when folks want to sack
out or snuggle up. If, however,
your home theater is going to
be dedicated solely to showing
your favorite films, individual
seating can really up the
experience. Consider
something that reclines -recliners have come a long
Continued on Page 4…

Welcome To The Triangle Dara Warde!
Congratulations to Dara Warde on her
move from Colorado to the
Triangle. Dara made an inquiry on
Zillow, and Greg called her to see how
he could help. She almost didn’t
answer the call since it was only
minutes after she filled out the
form. But she couldn’t resist picking
up the 919 area code as she sat in
Colorado dreaming about North
Carolina. After one visit with Greg
(during the same two-day visit as her final NC interview with her new company),
she had a strategic plan (see last month’s article mention of the video blog) and
started her search online. She fell in love with a home, with a pool in a
neighborhood she loved in South Raleigh. Her daughters loved it as well, but it
went under contract right away. She put her home on the market in Colorado,
and came for her first week of training at the new job. That same week, the
original pool home came back on the market on Wednesday, her house in
Colorado sold on Friday morning, and she bought that new one with the
pool Friday afternoon! Don’t you just love it when a plan works out!!!

The Fall Colors For Home You’ll Soon Be Seeing
Already thinking about how to jazz up your home with the latest fall trends and newest colors?
Even in the dead of summer, it's hard to keep from thinking ahead, especially because autumn
décor can be so dreamy. This year, get a head start on the new season with the fall colors you'll
be seeing a lot of soon.
"At the International Home + Housewares show, Pantone Executive Director Leatrice Eiseman
made a long-anticipated announcement when she shared the upcoming color trends for 2018,"
said Martha Stewart. "Eight color groups were announced: Verdure, Resourceful, Playful,
Discretion, Far-fetched, Intricacy, Intensity and TECH-nique."
Elderberry Wine paint from Benjamin Moore falls under "Discretion," and is an unexpected hit of
color in a built-in that brings new life to the space. Millennial pink isn't gone, and, in fact, it's still
going strong with demographics far beyond millennials. But a hot new shade of pink is gaining
on it. Benjamin Moore's Tissue Pink is a good place to start to incorporate this hue into your
home.
Metallic is not going anywhere, according to International Color Expert Leatrice Eiseman.
"Metallics we know are classic," she said on Home Accents Today. "But they have really moved
over into neutrals." We certainly see no signs of these shiny metals waning. Same goes for the
iridescent trend: "The human eye can absolutely not avoid anything iridescent, pearlized or
translucent, since being intrigued by shimmering, shiny objects is "intrinsic to human
development."
Tired of that all-white kitchen? Show off that marble with a dark contrast by splashing deep, rich
green - a top color trend for fall - on the walls and cabinets. "Forget farmhouse white and gray!
This season, it's all about drama," said House Beautiful. "PPG Paints, Glidden Paints, and
Olympic Paints & Stains all announced cozy shades of black as their 2018 Color of the Year Black Flame (PPG1043-7), Deep Onyx (00NN 07/000), and Black Magic (OL116), respectively."
Moody black is included under the dark paint umbrella, but when it comes to black, it's not a
glossy finish that's being courted. Get ready to go matte.
Chocolate brown is also on the rise, providing a rich alternative to all that grey that's been
everywhere over the last several years and "the all-white, minimalistic homes that have taken
over Pinterest," said CountryLiving. Their article titled "Brown is the new black" notes that,
"trends are cyclical, and now, we're seeing homeowners embracing earthier shades and a more
maximalist style—both of which can either cozy up more modern interiors or enhance historic
woodwork of older homes. Basically, brown is a win-win-and anything but basic."
Jaymi Naciri for Realty Times

Get Free money-saving home tips at www.IsmayRealtyGroup.com

way in terms of attractive design.
You can even get them with
wireless speakers built into the
headrest, which makes for an
unforgettable cinematic or
gaming experience.
Color and Texture
For designers, this really is a
case of saving the best for last.
This space is your retreat from
the world, and an indulgence
you've earned. Make sure you
love the way it looks. In terms of
color, go deep and bold for the
best cinematic effect. If you can't
handle deep navy on all four
walls, consider adding it as an
accent color on the wall behind
the screen for maximum viewing
effect. Add some texture and
theatrical flair with draperies that
block the light and add to that
sense of indulgence. If
soundproofing is an issue, make
those draperies wall to wall, and
have some fun with the fabric.
THANK YOU for reading our
newsletter. We wanted to produce
a newsletter that has great content
and is fun and valuable to you.
Your feedback is always welcome.
AND…whether you’re thinking of
buying, selling or financing real
estate, or just want to stop by and
say “Hi,” We’d love to hear from
you…

Greg Ismay
919-882-6005
www.IsmayRealtyGroup.com

Raleigh, NC
Disclaimer: The information contained in this letter is
intended for informational purposes. It should not
substitute as legal, accounting, investment, medical or
other professional services advice. Always seek a
competent professional for answers to your specific
questions. This letter is not intended to solicit real
estate properties currently for sale.

SOLD in 7 Days!

1004 Calahan Lane
Knightdale

SOLD!

10578 Evergreen Spring Place
Raleigh

3 bed | 3 bath

3 bed | 2.5 bath

Open Concept home with 3 bedrooms and a
bonus/loft! Features include a kitchen w/granite
counters, an eat-in island & stainless
appliances. Breakfast area with built-ins!
Master suite with sitting area & fireplace, and 2
walk-in closets with organizers! Extensive
hardwood flooring throughout the 1st floor!
Screened porch off the sunroom! There is even
a mudroom off the garage! Loaded with so
many beautiful features!

Craftsman style home in wonderful Bedford!
Freshly painted! Rocking chair front porch.
Gleaming hardwoods & crown molding
throughout the main level. Formal dining with
wainscoting. Living room with fireplace. Kitchen
with upgraded cabinets, large pantry, tile back
splash, stainless appliances & granite counters!
Breakfast nook with built-in storage benches!
Bonus room with closet could be 4th bedroom.
Both master bath and the hall bath have dual
sinks.

See all listings at www.searchhomesinraleigh.com!
Ismay Realty Group
808 Salem Woods Drive
Suite 204
Raleigh, NC 27615

