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“Team Work from the Team that Works”
Prep Or Pay The Price:
What You Do Before You
Paint Matters More Than The
Paint Itself
by Jaymi Naciri, realtytimes.com

So you're sitting there on a
Saturday morning, watching
HGTV and drinking your
coffee, when it hits. It's the
urge to paint a room, and it's
not going away. Next thing you
know, you're dipping that
brush right into the paint can
and slopping that blue hue up
on the wall.
It'll all be fine, right?
It's a scenario we'll admit to
knowing all too well - one in
which eagerness and
adrenaline push patience and
logic aside, and not always
with the greatest results. But,
the reality we must all face
eventually is that the right
preparation makes all the
difference when it comes to
painting. For the best job that
Continued on Page 2…

Autumn is here and what a way to end
the summer! Our hearts and prayers go
out to our fellow Carolinians as they
rebound from Hurricane Florence.
Although we here in the Raleigh area
are not directly in the hurricane region
- you never know when a crisis may
occur. I’d like to encourage you to set
up a disaster plan for your family if you
do not have one. A good place to get info about setting up a plan is https://
www.ready.gov/make-a-plan As a homeowner you also want to have a plan in
place should you have to leave your home in an emergency. It pays to be
prepared.
And that is my segway into this …. it pays to be prepared when you are
considering selling your home or purchasing a new home. If you are selling you
should clean, organize, and prep your home for interested buyers who will be
touring your home. Get rid of clutter, fix things like ceiling cracks or missing
tiles, clean the gutters, and so on. I’ll be glad to do a walk-thru with you and help
you identify things that need attention so we can get your home sold in a short
amount of time for top dollar.
If you are ready to snag the home of your dreams, consider getting .pre-approved
for a home loan. This will help you know what your budget is and will streamline
the buying process. I can assist you in finding the right mortgage.
Whether you are buying or selling give me a call at 919-882-6005 or email me
greg@ismayrealtygroup.com and let’s make your real estate goals a reality!
Greg
We appreciate your referrals! There is no greater
compliment you could offer us!
If you know someone who is ready to sell or buy a
home, be sure to contact Greg at 919-882-6005 and
share their information (with their permission) to be
sure they receive superior service.
See what folks say about us at https://www.zillow.com/profile/IsmayRealtyGroup/#reviews
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looks like it was done
professionally, these are the
steps to take.
Do a little research
A paint color chosen on a
whim can end up being
wonderful... but, most of the
time, it ends up being a
mistake. Yes, buying a couple
of samples to put up on the
wall and watching them for at
least a few days so you can
really get a feel for which one
works best in your space,
with your stuff, and at
different times of the day and
night, takes time. But it'll all
be worth it when you find the
right color, instead of having
to repaint because your whim
choice ended up looking off.
Buy the right supplies
A successful paint job is one
in which you not only achieve
a great result, but you do so
without running back to
Lowe's 12 times because you
forgot something (or you go
without and make a big
mess). According to SherwinWilliams, "Important items for
your supply list include:
 Primer
 Paint
 Stir sticks
 Paint rollers
 Roller covers
 Small paint brushes, for
cutting in or touch-ups
 Paint trays, and if needed a
sturdy holder for your paint
tray
 Painters tape
 Rags
 Drop cloths"
 Buy the good stuff
Painting is one of the least
expensive, and most
effective, ways to make over
a space. But that doesn't
mean you should buy the
cheapest products you can

Hungry? MKG Kitchen Debuts!
by Brittany B.
for ABC 11
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Hungry? A new neighborhood Vietnamese
spot has you covered. The new arrival to
Morgan Street Food Hall, called MKG
Kitchen, is located at 411 W. Morgan St. in
downtown Raleigh.
The Southern Vietnamese spot opened in
August and is helmed by the owners of
Mekong Vietnamese Cuisine in Morrisville. It
features modern decor with neon signs and tiger wallpaper.
Menu items include banh mi sandwiches, spring rolls, rice dishes and bowls of
vermicelli noodles. The fresh rolls menu offers Vietnamese sausage rolls with crispy
wontons and tangy fish sauce; shredded pork loin rolls; and summer rolls with shrimp,
pork and peanut sauce. Or, sample the lotus root salad, tossed with cucumbers, carrots,
cilantro and peanuts in a vinaigrette dressing.
Brittany B. added, "I tried the chicken vermicelli bowl and it was easily the best
vermicelli I have had. It tastes so fresh, was made to order and the serving was
incredibly reasonable for the price. If you are looking for tasty, fresh, authentic
Vietnamese cuisine, look no further."

Out And About In Raleigh
There is just no place like home and the Raleigh area is the best place to live. There is always
something going on no matter your age or taste in food and entertainment!
Oct 4 Lady Antebellum and Darius Rucker, Coastal Credit Union at Walnut Creek
Oct 4 NHL Opening Night: Carolina Hurricanes vs New York Islanders, PNC Arena
Oct 6-7 2nd Annual Oktoberfest at Fuquay-Varina
Oct 6 Taste of China: Chinese Food and Culture Festival at Bicentennial Plaza
Oct 8 A Paranormal Evening With Alice Cooper at Memorial Auditorium
Oct 9 Executive Women’s Day. Prestonwood Country Club in Cary
Oct 10 From Rogachev to Raleigh: Discovering Immigrant Roots, NC Government Library
Oct 11-21 2018 North Carolina State Fair
Oct 12-26 Holly Springs Haunted History Walking Tours
Oct 13 Diwali Celebration at Koka Booth Amphitheatre
Oct 13 Fuquay-Varina Fire Department Open House
Oct 18 Lane 8 at Lincoln Theatre
Oct 19 7th Annual Pumpkin Carving Festival at TheeDesign
Oct 21 Downtown Garner Trick or Treat Food Truck Rodeo
Oct 25 Neal Brennan at Duke Energy Center
Oct 26 Zombiepalooza 2018 at Cary Theater
Oct 27 North Carolina Wine Festival - Midtown Raleigh
Oct 31 Neighborhood Halloween Parade at North Carolina Museum of History
To view a full list of events, ticket prices and more info
scan the QR code or visit http://tinyurl.com/pqq2xz5
Get Free money-saving home tips at www.IsmayRealtyGroup.com
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Time For Corn Mazes & Pumpkin Patches!

find. Bargain basement
paint likely won't give you
October brings gorgeous leaves, football, pumpkin
the coverage you want, and patches, Halloween, Hayrides, and more. There are a
number of farms in our area that offer Fall family fun:
cheap brushes can leave
McKees Cedar Creek Farm
brush marks, streaks, and
mckeecornfieldmaze.com
even bristles on the finish.
Ken’s Korny Corn Maze
The Spruce has a good
www.kenskornycornmaze.com/
guide to the best interior
Farmer Ganyard's Upchurch Farm
paints. Brands of brushes
http://pumpkincountry.com/attractions/pumpkins/
and rollers can vary
Page Farms
depending on the store, so
http://www.pagefarmsraleigh.com/
be sure to ask the paint
Naylor Family Farm
http://www.naylorfamilyfarm.com/attractions.php
specialist which options they
would choose for their own
walls.
Tape, tape, tape
It's tedious and timeconsuming and a pain in the
butt. And we're speaking
from personal experience.
But paint all over your
moldings or baseboards is
not a good look. And, sadly,
we're also speaking from
personal experience here,
too.
Cover your stuff
Even if you have the
gentlest, most even, most
professional stroke in the
world, splatters happen. So
do drips and spills. Don't
take the chance of ruining
something special because
you didn't remember to get
a drop cloth.
Take a good look at your
walls
Dings, cracks, or other
imperfections in the walls
will not be covered by paint.
They may even look worse
once you're done. Use
Home Depot's
recommendations to get
them looking good before
you start layering on the
color.

Decorating Tricks for Hiding Kids’ Messes While Selling Your Home
Keeping the house together during the selling process is a challenge. Making sure everything is just
right for showings and open houses can be exhausting and overwhelming Throw kids into the mix,
and things can get downright chaotic. Fortunately, a few small decor choices can help conceal kid
clutter—changing your “for sale” sign to “sold.”
Hide in Plain Sight - With overflowing toy boxes and tea-party set-ups overtaking the living room, it
may be unrealistic to banish all kid stuff to other rooms. Instead, make use of your furniture’s built-in
compartments and drawers. Have a storage ottoman next to the sofa? Fill it with everything from
action figures and dolls to coloring books, art supplies, stuffed animals and more. Divide the credenza
in the family room so that your little ones can store toys behind its closed doors. Accent the open
shelves with ceramic vases, family photos, decorative carafes and other appealing decor items.
If your built-in storage is already in use, opt for two or three woven baskets with lids instead. Place
them wherever you want, whether it’s next to the loveseat or on the bottom shelf of a console table.
Buyers will be too busy appreciating your home’s cleanliness and open floor space to think about
what’s inside.
Hide Within Reach - Families in smaller living spaces might consider another strategy—underbed
and attic storage. While the underside of your child’s bed may be already home to all sorts of
tchotchkes, encourage kids to neaten it up with rolling plastic or rattan storage bins. Discreetly stow
away everything from dress-up clothes to seasonal clothing in multiple containers. Slide them out of
sight, then help your little one make the bed with an oversized quilt that conceals what’s hidden
below. The best part? These containers can still be used after moving into the new bedroom or
playroom.
For toys that are too big to fit in this space, such as kids’ teepees and play tents, consider collapsing
them and stowing behind a dresser. If the dresser has legs that makes it easy to spot what’s behind
it, opt for a chest instead.
Rotate Toys in Longer-Term Storage - Consider storing bins of toys longer-term and swapping
them out every few weeks. In addition to the attic and basement, the back corner of a deep closet is a
great place to stack storage tubs filled with everything from building blocks and board games to
miniature cars and pull toys. Strategically hide them behind long coats so a quick peek inside the
closet doesn’t give anything away. Better yet, switch out the storage tubs for suitcases. Rotate the
toys in storage every few weeks--kids will have renewed interest when they come out of hiding.
Minimize and Add Some Style - Rather than attempting to conceal every toy, consider downsizing.
Prior to the first showing, help your little one sort through toys, determining what still gets played with
and what doesn’t. Sort into “keep,” “donate,” and “throw away.” This streamlines the cleanup process
and makes it easier to stow away what remains. Bonus? You’ll have less to move when the time
comes. For every item your children give up, consider rewarding them with small change or a trip to a
favorite restaurant or ice cream shop.
For kids’ areas like bedrooms and playrooms, embrace the playful nature and just add a little style.
Choose bookcases and desks with useful cubbies and shelves, and dress up the space with vibrant
and unique artwork. Inspire imagination in potential buyers (and keep the space useful while your
home is on the market) by choosing a few colorful supplies and knick-knacks to display.

"Carefully inspect walls for
cracks, holes, dents or other Strategically rearrange home decor to hide kids’ messes while your house is being shown, and
surface imperfections before potential buyers will see a clean space that they’ll want to make their own.
Continued on Page 4…

by Heather Cordonnie, Crate & Barrel Writer for RealtyTimes.com

priming or painting.
Use a lightweight spackling
compound and putty knife to
fill and repair any holes or
imperfections, then remove
any excess spackling with the
putty knife and allow the area
to dry completely.
Once dry, use a small piece
of very fine 220-grit
sandpaper or a sanding
sponge to smooth the
repaired areas flush with the
surface.
Wipe the walls clean with a
damp towel or sponge and
allow them to dry before
priming or painting.
Use a floor duster to wipe the
walls clean of dust to ensure
paint applies evenly."
“No one can make you feel
inferior without your consent.”

SOLD - 2 Days @ 102% of List! Just Listed!

7324 Mill Ridge Road

Wake Forest

4 bed | 2 full bath | 1 half bath

3 bed | 2 full bath | 1 half bath

Clean as a whistle and lovingly maintained.
New double pane windows; new HVAC (dual
zone - both units) + air purification system in
2011; New fiber cement siding (house) and
PVC trim. New H2O tank 2011. This home has
all the fundamentals in one of N Raleigh's
hottest neighborhoods. Just bring your vision a blank canvas awaits your updates!

Tough to find master on main w/new bath in
lovely, mature n'hood @ heart of Wake
Forest. Open plan w/ soaring FR ceiling,
hrdwd flr in FR & DR/tile in kit, updated kit
w/ granite counters & stainless appliances.
Large bedrooms + updated full & 1/2 baths
w/granite tops. Home sits up and off street w/
flat/private/fenced back yard. Move in ready!

See all listings at www.searchhomesinraleigh.com!

~ Eleanor Roosevelt
THANK YOU for reading our
newsletter. We wanted to produce
a newsletter that has great content
and is fun and valuable to you.
Your feedback is always welcome.
AND…whether you’re thinking of
buying, selling or financing real
estate, or just want to stop by and
say “Hi,” We’d love to hear from
you…

Greg Ismay
919-882-6005
www.IsmayRealtyGroup.com

Raleigh, NC
Disclaimer: The information contained in this letter is
intended for informational purposes. It should not
substitute as legal, accounting, investment, medical or
other professional services advice. Always seek a
competent professional for answers to your specific
questions. This letter is not intended to solicit real
estate properties currently for sale.

806 Joyner Court

Raleigh

Ismay Realty Group
808 Salem Woods Drive
Suite 204
Raleigh, NC 27615

