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“Team Work from the Team that Works”
Pros And Cons Of
Today’s Flooring Trends
by Jaymi Naciri, realtytimes.com

If you're thinking about doing
your floors, you've probably done
countless hours of research
online, visited several stores, and
poured over colors, textures,
sizes, and styles. You may have
some idea of what you like, but is
it a good choice for your lifestyle
or your budget - or both? We're
breaking down the pros and cons
of the most popular trends in
flooring today.
Wide Plank - Wide-planks are
the most predominant trend in
flooring today, regardless of color
and finish.
Pro: The popularity of this type of
flooring means there is a wide
variety of options, from smooth
engineered flooring to barn-like
boards.
Con: DIY installation can be
trickier because you're working
with such a large area.
Continued on Page 2…

Cold Spring. HOT Market!
Spring is finally here and it’s great
to see people out working in their
yards and enjoying the warmer
weather.
Spring has been traditionally
considered the best time of year for
buying and selling real estate, but
the Raleigh housing market has been
absolutely HOT for several months
now regardless of the weather or
season.

March stats are in and show that sales are down. The reason? Inventory is very
low. You cannot buy what is not there. As a result, homes that have listed are
seeing an 8.6% increase in sales price. As an average, sellers are getting 99.7% of
list price and multiple offers in some cases.
If you have thought about selling your home, contact me at 919-882-6005 or
email greg@ismayrealtygroup.com today. I will provide you a FREE Market
Analysis and show you what your home is worth. I’ll put my experience to work
for you to get top dollar offer for your home.
If you are a homebuyer - don’t despair. Even though we are in an “early bird gets
the worm” market, you can still achieve your real estate goals with the help of a
savvy real estate agent. Call me today at 919-882-6005 and let’s get started
finding your dream home.
Greg

WHAT FOLKS ARE SAYING…
“Greg and his team guided me through what could have been a very stressful process in selling
my parents home. It's difficult to know if that "offer" is one you should accept or hold out for a
better one. Plus I was emotionally attached to their home and overwhelmed to say the least.
Greg educated me and researched other homes to back up why he was advising me one way or
another. His whole team was nothing but professional and treated me like I was their only
customer!! I would highly recommend The Ismay Group whether you are selling or buying
your home. Thank you Greg and Team!!!”

See what folks say about us at https://www.zillow.com/profile/IsmayRealtyGroup/#reviews

...Continued from Page 2

Distressed -"The distressed
floor style has been around for
quite a while but has become
even more popular just recently,"
said Sebring Design Build.
"Distressed flooring undergoes
artificial aging and styling
processes that give it a slightly
worn finish. It works best for
spaces where a beautiful rustic
look is desired. In preparing
distressed wood flooring, various
actions are taken depending on
the degree and style of ‘distress'
desired. The edges of each
wood plank are hand scrapped,
swirl and kerf markings are
added to imitate historic wood
and the planks are brushed to
remove glossing and give them
a soft worn texture."
Pro: Because it's already
distressed, it's a good choice for
households with kids and/or
dogs.
Con: If/when smoother wood
looks come back into style,
those who have gone the
distressed route may not be be
able to have their floors
refinished, depending on the
depth of the distressing.

NOW OPEN! County-Fare: Food Truck Venue
By Amber Rupinta, ABC News 11

The Triangle's first food-truck
focused venue, County Fare, is now
open in Durham.
Co-owner Steve Frasher says to
think of it as a rotating mini-food
truck rodeo every day.
"You can go on a Monday, come
back on a Wednesday and it will be
totally different trucks and totally different menus," Frasher said.
County Fare is at 1920 Chapel Hill Road in Durham, about a mile from downtown.
The food trucks will rotate daily.
There is also a full-service beer garden, indoor/outdoor dining options, and a
kitchen will soon open. The food truck corral is inspired by classic red barns found
on a farm.
There are 30 different beers on tap along with cans, wine, and cider.
Full Scoop (https://tinyurl.com/ybg959hw )

Out And About In Raleigh

There is just no place like home and the Raleigh area is the best place to live. There is always
something going on no matter your age or taste in food and entertainment!
Luxury Vinyl - This is another
May 4 “May The 4th Be With You” at NC Museum of Natural Sciences
fast-growing segment of the
May 5 22nd Annual Triangle Race For The Cure at Triangle Park
flooring industry because today's
May 5 Fest In The West at USA Baseball National Training Complex, Cary
vinyl planks can fool the eye,
and, sometimes the foot and
May 6 Marbles Bike Rodeo at Marbles Kid’s Museum in Downtown Raleigh
fingers, too. Luxury vinyl planks
May 8 NC Master Chorale: Berlioz Requiem at Duke Energy Center
look like the real thing, but often
May 9 Hob Nob Jazz Series: Atomic Rhythm All-Stars at Koka Booth Amphitheatre
at a much lower cost.
Pro: Choose vinyl planks that
May 10-13 Carolina Mudcats vs Wilmington Blue Rocks at Five County Stadium
"float" and you can go right over
May 11 80’s Prom featuring The Plaids at The Ritz, North Raleigh
the top of existing flooring. That
May 12 14th Annual Ritmo Latino Music, Art & Dance Festival in Cary
makes it an easy choice for
those who don't want to do
May 12 2018 Historic Wake Forest Cemetery Walking Tour
demo. Luxury vinyl is also
May 15 NCAA Division 1 Men’s Golf Regional - Lonnie Poole Golf Course (NCSU)
extremely durable and easy to
take care of—great for active
May 17-20 Carolina Ballet: Sleeping Beauty, Memorial Auditorium
households.
May 18-20 Got To Be NC Festival - NC State Fairgrounds
Con: The best vinyl plank
product will get close to the price May 19 Beer & Bacon Fest at Koka Booth Amphitheatre
of real wood unless you are
May 25-27 Animazement at Raleigh Convention Center
lucky enough to catch a sale. It's
May 25 Outlaw Music Festival: Willie Nelson, Sturgill Simpson, Alison Krauss - Walnut Creek
not wood.
May 29 WWE SmackDown Live at PNCArena
Lighter Floors - "For years,
May 31 The Pancakes and Booze Art Show at Lincoln Theatre
lighter floors were viewed as
outdated or inexpensive. That is
no longer the case," said
Flooring Inc. "As more
homeowners embrace the light,
To view a full list of events, ticket prices and more info
airy feel in their home, you will
scan the QR code or visit http://tinyurl.com/pqq2xz5
see a huge resurgence in light
wood floors. Blonde wood, in
particular, can give you that light
Get Free money-saving home tips at www.IsmayRealtyGroup.com
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feel, while still feeling timeless.
With blonde wood, your
decorating possibilities are
endless. You can go for a chic,
contemporary feel or a rustic,
homey vibe all without
changing your floors."
Pro: Depending on how light
you go, you may be able to
enjoy an added benefit of
disguising dirt! Also, "blonde
wood makes any room feel
larger and more open,
especially if you use large
planks."
Con: If trend cycles hold,
darker wood will come back at
some point. Choose an
excessively trendy look, like
bleached-out floors, and you
may further limit your "in-style"
window.
Gray Finish - "Gray wood
floors are increasingly
common and are a 2018 floor
trend. They provide a unique,
clean look that fits well in
modern houses that need to
brighten up," said Family
Handyman.
Pro: They look fresh and can
make any home feel a little
more current.
Con: Will the pendulum swing
back to brown? Eventually…
probably. Flooring that works
in both brown and gray tones
might help with the staying
power. Also, gray can "lack the
warmth of traditional naturalcolor wood flooring," they said.
Bamboo Floors - Those who
lean green have loved bamboo
floors for years because of the
material's eco-friendliness.
"Bamboo is considered as the
fastest growing woody plant,
reaching full maturity in five to
six years," said Green Design
Build.
Pro: Bamboo is also known to
be very strong and durable,
and, whereas options used to
be somewhat limited, a
growing green trend means
more looks for buyers
interested in eco-friendly
floors.
Con: Bamboo can be pricier
than many other options.
Wood-look Tile - There is a
huge trend toward going with
Continued on Page 4…

Congratulations Mason & Jackie Goldbach!
Greg met Mason at Lifetime Fitness where Mason is
a personal trainer – see this video on Greg’s blog
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=lLvhD-013O0). Mason
helped Greg recover from back surgery by focusing
Greg’s workouts on his core. When Mason recently
decided to move to Baltimore, attend the University
of Maryland and get his Doctorate, he received an
offer on his home from Open Door Realty – a new
concept in the market. Mason asked Greg if he could
beat the deal? Greg showed Mason and Jackie a plan
that would net them more money and protect them
from the unknown of costly repairs. Bingo, the home sold quickly and now Mason, Jackie
and their two boys, Jaxson and Tyson, are off to Maryland. Good luck to the Goldbach
family and we hope you will come back to the area when Mason is a Doctor!

Small Kitchen Updates That Make A Big Impact
Does walking into your kitchen make you want to walk right back out? A kitchen that’s outdated or just
plain drab can be depressing, but so can the realization of how much it will cost to renovate it. The
good news is that you don't need to do a complete overhaul to get happy in your space again. Little
changes can actually make a big impact, and many of them can be done inexpensively, easily, and
without having to hire someone.
New Faucet - It’s amazing how a little thing like a new faucet can change how you feel about doing
dishes. Especially if your existing faucet doesn’t have a modern design or is lacking features like a
sprayer, a new version will be much appreciated. Go crazy and get a touchless faucet for some cool
technology the whole family will love.
Backsplash - A new backsplash can make your whole kitchen look fresh, and it’s generally an
inexpensive update (unless you pick some kind of super-fancy, limited edition, hand-forged, imported
tiles). With a little instruction you may be able to do it yourself in a few hours.
Paint - Anyone who’s ever painted their own kitchen cabinets will tell you it’s not an easy or pleasant
job. But, in the end, it’s worth it to have a kitchen that looks brand new - not to mention the savings.
Opt for a professional paint job, and you can be looking at spending several thousand dollars! If
you’re going for it, make sure you do your research, and your prep work. You don’t want to spend all
that time only to end up with a splotchy, streaky, or uneven finish.
Hardware - "Think of hardware as kitchen jewelry - add new metal or glass knobs for an easy kitchen
cabinet update," said Better Homes and Gardens. If you're using metal hardware, choose one finish
for the scheme. Be sure to count the number of doorknobs, handles, or drawer pulls before heading
out to stores, garage sales, or flea markets. And if the new hardware doesn't fit the old holes, simply
buy some backplates to cover the gaps and then drill new holes.
Get New Lighting - If you have an island or breakfast bar, consider hanging pendant lighting. A
series of three pendants gives you sufficient lighting and is also in line with today's trends.
Chalkboard Paint - Modern kitchens are a place for family to gather, and designating a space for
young kids to have some fun is an easy way to foster that togetherness. "Chalkboard paint
inexpensively turns a ho-hum kitchen into a hip family-friendly hangout," said HGTV. "Simply paint a
wall or section of smooth cabinet doors, then tell your family they can write on the walls." We love the
fact that chalkboard paint comes in all sorts of colors now, and you can also get whiteboard paint and
magnetized paint.
Glass Panels - New cabinets are expensive! You can lighten up the look of your cabinets without
changing them out completely by popping out the panels and replacing them with glass; this will give
you a more updated look and also bring more light into the space. "Replacing existing doors with
glass-paneled ones looks like a major upgrade," HGTV's Scott McGillivray told Good Housekeeping.
"Opt for frosted glass, if you feel like your shelves aren't display-worthy."
Create Your Own Unique Open Shelving - You’ve seen it all over TV. Open shelving is a kitchen
trend, and it’s one you can easily create without much fuss by completely removing a cabinet or two
from the walls. Or, you can create this unique look that’s even easier to accomplish. "Create the look
of a built-in china cabinet by simply removing a set of cabinet doors and filling the space with shelves
displaying your favorite dishes," said HGTV. "For added pop, line the back of the cabinet with
wallpaper or paint it in a complementary color."
Jaymi Naciri for RealtyTimes.com

tile that looks like wood instead
of using real wood. "These are
porcelain planks that are
designed to mimic natural wood
grains," said Family Handyman.
Porcelain planks (tiles) are an
attractive and durable floor
trend."
Pro: With 3D printing, the looks
you can achieve are endless,
and mimic the appearance of
wood so closely that people may
not even realize it's not wood.
Wood-look tile is also a great
choice for areas like "the
bathroom or other space prone
to dampness" and is easy to
clean and care for.
Con: It's hard under foot. And it's
not wood.

SOLD!

460 W Oak Avenue

Wake Forest
2 bed | 2 full bath | 2.65 Acres
Gorgeous A framed home located in a beautiful
wooded lot. Bonus room on second floor. Relax by
the fireplace in the wonderful open vaulted ceiling
living room. Just 19 miles from downtown Raleigh.
Home also boasts two large sheds and a massive
carport with attic space for extra storage. New
Washer and dryer to convey with property. Jacuzzi
also to convey with property. Wonderful in ground
pool. New flooring in bathroom upstairs.

SOLD! 6 Days! 101% of List!

1710 Marlow Road
Creedmoor

5 bed | 4 full bath | 1 half bath
Every room provides plenty of space to spread out
and enjoy alone time or be together and entertain.
Great for in-law, teenage, multi-generation or
combined families. Updated kitchen, baths and
flooring! Breakfast nook, formal dining and living
areas! Plenty of seating for the whole extended
family! Humongous master bath w/his/her sinks &
closets, sep tub/shower & water closet. Main level
bonus rm. large enough for pool table & seating!

See all listings at www.searchhomesinraleigh.com!
THANK YOU for reading our
newsletter. We wanted to produce
a newsletter that has great content
and is fun and valuable to you.
Your feedback is always welcome.
AND…whether you’re thinking of
buying, selling or financing real
estate, or just want to stop by and
say “Hi,” We’d love to hear from
you…

Greg Ismay
919-882-6005

www.IsmayRealtyGroup.com

Raleigh, NC

Disclaimer: The information contained in this letter is
intended for informational purposes. It should not
substitute as legal, accounting, investment, medical or
other professional services advice. Always seek a
competent professional for answers to your specific
questions. This letter is not intended to solicit real
estate properties currently for sale.

Ismay Realty Group
808 Salem Woods Drive
Suite 104
Raleigh, NC 27615

