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“Team Work from the Team that Works”
Happy Independence Day!

SMART HOME
IMPROVEMENT TIPS
TO SAVE YOU TIME,
MONEY , AND
AGGRAVATION

All over the area there are events to
celebrate our nation’s freedom and
independence.
While we are in the peak season of real
estate, this is a prime time for you to
declare your independence - from
renting.

by Jaymi Naciri for Realty Times

Fixing up your house can bring
great joy, and also personal
satisfaction when you pitch in
and DIY some of the tasks. But
proper preparation is key to
getting things done right. Take a
short cut and you'll likely end up
with a project that that takes
longer, costs more, looks like it
was DIY'd and hurts more than
your bank balance along the
way.
Measure thrice, cut once
It's the oldest tip in the book
when it comes to renovation and
it's every bit as important as you
think it is to make sure you have
the right measurements before
you start up that power saw. In
fairness, the rule is typically,
"Measure twice." But let's face it:
Some of us need a little more
assurance. If you're not super
skilled at using power tools, if
you have tricky cuts to make, or if
you're doing anything with
Continued on Page 2…

Consider some recent stats for the
Raleigh area regarding rent vs buying — “After 2 years, your total cost of
homeownership (down payment, mortgage, taxes, etc.) for a $221,000 home in
Raleigh would be $90,251. Your total cost to rent would be $39,983. Renting
leaves you with $50,268 in your pocket (including the money you didn't spend on
a down payment). BUT after 2 years, if you buy your home you will have
$73,231 in equity (available to you when you sell).” Buying is your best move.
There are some very good deals out there and with mortgage rates still very low,
now is the time to go for it. Mortgage rates are slowly starting to climb so don’t
wait. If you are uncertain or have questions about the market or purchasing a
home, call me at 919-882-6005.
You can also check out the resources I have available at
www.Gregsvideoblog.info for some great information and tips.
Buying or selling, new construction or investment property,I can assist you with
all your real estate needs.
Sincerely,
Greg
*Some restrictions apply. Call me for more info.

We appreciate your referrals! There is no greater
compliment you could offer us!
If you know someone who is ready to sell or buy a
home, be sure to contact Greg at 919-882-6005 and
share their information (with their permission) to be
sure they receive superior service.
Check out what others have to say about us at www.gregismay.com/gold_testimonials.asp
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mitered corners or involving
angles, do yourself a favor and
take one more look before you
slice away.
Buy more materials than you
actually need
It can be incredibly tempting to
buy only what you think you need
when it comes to flooring
materials, backsplash tile, or wall
coverings, in an effort to save
money. But problems can arise
for a variety of reasons - some of
the tiles are cracked, you cut
some of the wallpaper incorrectly,
some of the wood for the floors is
warped, you didn't account for all
the cuts you have to make when
measuring the space - and soon
you don't have enough materials
to finish the job.
You can always order more, but
now you're behind schedule.
And, you may run into additional
problems with your flooring if the
new pieces don't precisely match
the existing ones because they're
not from the same batch. That's
why experts recommend that
when you purchase your
materials, you add 20% to the
actual measurements. It may add
a few bucks to your bottom line,
but it will save your butt in the
long run.
Invest in some quality tools
You're an adult now. You can
have a real hammer and a drill
and a pair of needle nose pliers.
If you're just setting out on your
own or it's time to do a little tool
upgrade, This Old House has
some good tips for what tools to
buy.
Try it before you install it
The well-meaning contractor who
installed this faucet forgot about
one thing: The space needed to
actually wash your hands.
Installing the faucet too close to
the sink left insufficient space, so
hand-washing is reduced to an
awkward placement and cupping/
pouring exercise. Before you drill
those holes, give it a test run!
Buy the right ladder, and use it
properly
According to the International
Association of Certified Home
Inspectors (InterNACHI), there
are "more than 164,000
emergency room-treated injuries
and 300 deaths in the U.S. that
are caused by falls from ladders."
In addition, "Falls from

NEOMONDE DELI SETTLES ON NEW
DURHAM LOCATION
Full Story!

http://tinyurl.com/yc5up4g3

Jessica Banov | newsobserver.com

Neomonde Deli has been looking for its first Durham location for several
years, and they knew they wanted it to be special.
Friday, owners of the Lebanese restaurant announced it will open in the new
Unscripted boutique hotel in downtown Durham.
“This opportunity came to us,” said Chris Saleh, Neomonde’s vice president
of retail and marketing. “We learned about the project in this historic building
and what they were doing.
“Because we’re an older company, we wanted to be in an historic building,”
Saleh with a laugh. Saleh is the son of Neomonde owners Sam and Betty
Saleh.

Out And About In Raleigh
There is just no place like home and the Raleigh area is the best place to live. There is always
something going on no matter your age or taste in food and entertainment!
July 2 Independence Day Block Party at Nickelpoint Brewing Company
July 3 Fuquay-Varina Independence Day Celebration at South Park
July 4 Town of Cary’s July 4th Celebration at Koka Booth Amphitheatre
July 6 Movie Night On The Back Lawn at Garner Performing Arts Center
July 7-9 Oklahoma! - NC Theatre Conservatory at A.J. Fletcher Opera Theatre
July 10 Free at 3: Café Society at Wake Forrest Renaissance Centre
July 11 New Kids on the Block at PNC Arena
July 12-15 Carolina Mudcats vs Down East Wood Ducks
July 14 Movies on the Green - Captain America: Civil War at Bradford Shops
July 14-16 Raleigh Supercon at Raleigh Convention Center
July 20 Midtown Beach Music Series: Too Much Sylvia at North Hills
July 21-23 Sportscard, Memorabilia, and Comic Con 3 Day Show at NC State Fairgrounds
July 24-27 Heritage STEM Camps at Shaw University
July 25-30 Beauty & The Beast - Memorial Auditorium at Duke Energy
July 28-29 Beer, Bourbon, and BBQ Festival in Cary

To view a full list of events, ticket prices and more info
scan the QR code or visit http://tinyurl.com/pqq2xz5
Get Free money-saving home tips at www.IsmayRealtyGroup.com
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ladders are the leading cause
of deaths on construction sites,
and, "The number of people
who have died from falls from
ladders has tripled" over the
last decade.
If you're thinking those falls
must have been from a roof or
tall commercial building site,
here's more sobering news:
"Most ladder deaths are from
falls of 10 feet or less."
You can check the InterNACHI
site for basic ladder safety tips,
but the most important thing to
remember is this: Use your
common sense. Use the ladder
properly, don't balance on the
paint tray, don't overextend the
weight limit, make sure it's in
proper working order - you
know, the basics.
Glove up, glasses on
While we're talking safety,
there are other measures you'll
want to take to protect
yourself. The last thing you
need is a nail through your
hand or your eye or anywhere
else, for that matter. Gloves
and goggles are basic go-to's.
And if you're doing your floors,
think like a soccer player and
get out those knee pads.
Hanging art
Between picture hangers and
specialty nails and screws and
laser levels, there are so many
tools available to help you
hang art that we should all
have it nailed (pun intended!),
right? Yet picture hanging
remains one of the most
frustrating tasks.
There are numerous tricks and
tips that aim to help, but these
are a few of our faves:
• "Use a little bit of
toothpaste (yes,
toothpaste)," said Quick
and Dirty Tips. "Place a
dab of toothpaste on the
back of the frame on the
hook or string (whatever
will touch the nail). Then
hold the frame up to the
wall, position it carefully,
and press it against the
wall. The toothpaste will
leave a mark that you can
hammer a nail through,
then wipe away."
• "Instead of moving the
Continued on Page 4…

Congratulations to Steve and Karin Edwards!
After much planning and preparation, they sold
their home in North East Raleigh and moved to
a beautiful home in Wake Forest. Greg knew
Steve and Karin from church and they came to
the Ismay Realty Group Fall Festival in 2015
where they expressed interest in making a
move. After preliminary discussions about a
move to a larger home for their two girls the
couple went to work on preparations for
marketing their home. Well it all paid off with
20+ showings the first day and seven
offers. The couple quickly found a dream home
but once they went under contract things got a little dicey when their buyer fell
out. Greg’s team quickly found another buyer for the couple’s home and was able to work
out things out so Steve and Karin could still close in time to honor the contract on their

6 Paint Colors To Freshen Up A Piece Of Furniture
Long to be a land baron, with acres of lush grounds to create the ultimate outdoor paradise?
That may be a dream for another time. For now, a smaller space is your reality, but that doesn't
mean it can't be amazing. These 7 tricks will help your small yard live large.
Don't be scared of trees
While a towering live oak may not be the right choice for your smaller yard, you don't have to
give up on trees altogether just because you don't have acreage. Japanese maple and
ornamental crabapple are just a few great options that will bring some color to your outdoor
space. Our favorite: the crape myrtle, which maintains a manageable size and, "It's hard to beat
the showy summer flowers, beautiful bark, and brilliant fall color," said Sunset.
Consider the scale
That patio set at Costco might be great deal, but how are that huge glass-topped table and eight
rocker chairs going to look on your mini deck? There are plenty of options for small-space patio
sets, and if you're looking to create an outdoor living room, building in the seating in this yard
creates a welcoming seating area and keeps the rest of the space open. Finding the right
hardscape material is only the beginning. How you lay it can make a big difference in the overall
impact in your yard. "Creating a view along the diagonal of the property creates the illusion that
the space is bigger than it looks," said HGTV. "Here, the diagonal path with steps traces a
zigzag line through the garden, providing areas to linger and enjoy the wide beds and colorful
plantings."
Go vertical
Vertical gardens have been one of the top trends for outdoor spaces for a few years and are
perfect for smaller spaces or yards where the floor space is limited. There are all kinds of fun
planters you can use for a mix of greenery and flowers, or choose a climbing variety. "Liven up a
plain patio wall with a sun-seeking climber, like bougainvillea," said Good Housekeeping. "A
simple stake in the dirt is all the trellis you'll need."
Divide it up
You may think that the less you place in the yard, the larger it will seem. But think about how a
house looks with no furniture; that emptiness doesn't always translate to roominess. Placing
things randomly throughout the yard might not create the feel you want, so think strategically. "It
may seem counterintuitive, but by dividing your yard into zones using garden beds and
landscaping, you actually give the illusion of space," said Aussie Green Thumb. Play with
varying heights throughout
The gardens are a great place to start, but you don't have to stop there. This multi-level deck
creates so much interest that the size of the space becomes an afterthought.
Create a container garden
Container gardening makes even the smallest outdoor space game for some greenery. "No
space? No problem! You can grow flowers, herbs, and even vegetables in pots," said Rodale's
Organic Life. "Container gardening is ideal for those with little or no garden space. In addition to
growing flowers, gardeners limited to a balcony, small yard, or only a patch of sun on their
driveway can produce a wide variety of vegetable crops in containers
containers. Basil, chives, thyme, and other herbs also are quite happy growing in pots, which
can be set in a convenient spot right outside the kitchen door."

Jaymi Naciri for Realty Times

Get Free money-saving home tips at www.IsmayRealtyGroup.com

photos up and down, place
the photos on the floor and
line up some tape from
hanging point to hanging
point," said Diply.com. "Then
mark each point with a dot.
Next, put the tape on the
wall and use a level to make
sure it's straight. Then use
those dots to put in your
screws, and hang!"
Keep the mess away
We love this easy tip for
keeping the site clean when
hanging photos or drilling/
hammering into walls for any
other reason. If you hate
having to clean up
afterwards…don't. A sticky
note is all you need.

Under Contract 6 Days!

620 Applecross Drive
Cary
3 bed | 3 bath

Awesome location!!! Tough to find 3 Bed/ 3 BA
townhome with all the updates and upgrades
for well under $200k. New windows, new
carpet, new paint, new granite counter tops,
new vanities and new stainless steel
appliances. Hardwoods refinished in dark stain.
Large private deck and nice front porch to enjoy
mild days outdoors. Fenced back yard is
perfect for small children.

Under Contract 2 Days!

2405 Dunbrook Court
Raleigh

3 bed | 2.5 bath
Location, location...Close to everything! Doll
house on quiet cul de sac w/private, fenced yard
boasting huge 2-tier deck. Kitchen is loaded w/
breakfast area/granite & tile backslash. Sep.
dining rm opens to huge bright open family
room w/vaulted ceiling & floor-ceiling stone
fireplace. Master & laundry on main level makes
life easy. Master bath w/ceramic tile. 2nd level
loft is perfect for crafts/study area & overlooks
FR for easy family interaction. Separate bonus
rm offers quiet place to get away.

See all listings at www.searchhomesinraleigh.com!
THANK YOU for reading our
newsletter. We wanted to produce
a newsletter that has great content
and is fun and valuable to you.
Your feedback is always welcome.
AND…whether you’re thinking of
buying, selling or financing real
estate, or just want to stop by and
say “Hi,” We’d love to hear from
you…

Greg Ismay
919-882-6005

www.IsmayRealtyGroup.com

Raleigh, NC

Disclaimer: The information contained in this letter is
intended for informational purposes. It should not
substitute as legal, accounting, investment, medical or
other professional services advice. Always seek a
competent professional for answers to your specific
questions. This letter is not intended to solicit real
estate properties currently for sale.

Ismay Realty Group
808 Salem Woods Drive
Suite 204
Raleigh, NC 27615

