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“Team Work from the Team that Works”
6 Don’ts When Buying Your
First Home
by Jaymi Naciri, realtytimes.com

These are exciting times. You've
finally outgrown apartment life or
living with your parents or sharing a
place with waaaaayyyyy too many
roommates, and you're ready to
take the leap to homeownership.
Now it's time to prepare. As you
embark on this journey, beware of
six important don'ts that could
potentially derail your purchase.
Don't think it's too early to get
prequalified
So, you're just going to go out
"looking" at houses, you say? The
time when you just expect to drive
around a little and maybe visit an
open house or two is obviously the
time when you're going to fall in
love with a house and want to
make a move on it right away. If
you're not already prequalified with
a lender, you may not have a
chance at it. Competition is fierce
across the country thanks to low
inventory, and well-maintained,
move-in ready homes do not sit if
they're priced right. Talk to a lender
now to make sure you can qualify and learn your max budget - even if

Living The Good Life!
Spencer McKee of Movoto
recently wrote: “Raleigh is always
voted the best place to live in
America, and the reason why is
ridiculously obvious. Between the
great food, the cheap cost of
living, and the endless things to
do, it's a no brainer. Besides, ask
anyone here, there's no better
living than southern living.”
I fully agree! The Triangle has a lot to offer and it’s a wonderful place to live!
We are in the midst of a great real estate market here. If you have thought about
selling your home - now is the time! Inventory is low and buyers are looking. I
can help you get top dollar for your home. Give me a call at 919-882-6005 or
email me greg@ismayrealtygroup.com and I will provide you a FREE market
analysis that will show you what your home is currently worth.
Whether you are looking for your first home or downsizing or relocating - don’t
be intimidated because it’s a seller’s market. There are some great deals out there
and with my knowledge of the area and my years of experience, I can help you
find a great home.
Give me a call today at 919-882-6005 and put your real estate goals in motion.
Greg

Continued on Page 2…

WHAT FOLKS ARE SAYING…
“Greg and his team guided me through what could have been a very stressful process in selling
my parents home. It's difficult to know if that "offer" is one you should accept or hold out for a
better one. Plus I was emotionally attached to their home and overwhelmed to say the least.
Greg educated me and researched other homes to back up why he was advising me one way or
another. His whole team was nothing but professional and treated me like I was their only
customer!! I would highly recommend The Ismay Group whether you are selling or buying
your home. Thank you Greg and Team!!!”

See what folks say about us at https://www.zillow.com/profile/IsmayRealtyGroup/#reviews

...Continued from Page 2

you just think you're casually
looking (because that can change
in a hurry!).
Don't wait to the last minute to
check credit
As a continuation of the casually
looking conversation…you want to
check your credit the second you
start thinking about buying a
home. You never know what's
going to be on there. Even if
you've never missed a payment
and have always done a good job
of managing your outstanding
debt, there could be errors on your
report that you're unaware of or
even something from many years
ago that you didn't realize had
been reported to a credit agency.
Those little boo-boos, accurate or
not, could be hurting your score,
and a low score could keep you
from getting a mortgage at all.
Give yourself time to correct errors
or fix blemishes; every tick upward
can help you get a better rate and
make your home more affordable.
Don't forget about PMI when
calculating your monthly
expenses
The idea of putting as little down
as possible on your new home is
attractive, especially if you're not a
natural saver. Today, that can
mean just three percent of your
purchase price, depending on the
loan. For FHA loans, it's three and
one-half percent. The problem
with making the minimum down
payment is that you then have to
pay Private Mortgage Insurance
(PMI).
"PMI is a fee you pay on your
mortgage until you owe 80 percent
or less of what your home is
worth. It's one reason why so
many experts advise homebuyers
make a 20 percent down payment;
if you do, you avoid the evils of
paying PMI," said Student Loan
Hero. "PMI can cost between 0.3
percent and 1.15 percent of your
loan annually. Depending on how
much you borrow, that can mean
thousands of dollars in extra costs
until you can cancel your PMI."
Don't ignore the closing costs
Many of us micro-focus on the
down payment when getting ready
to buy our first home, but there is
another important expense related
to the purchase: The closing

WakeMed Expanding In Cary
by Jennifer Henderson, Triangle Business Journal

WakeMed is getting ready to
anchor a new 125,000-squarefoot medical office building at
the Medical Park of Cary.
That's as the health care organization is in the middle of a $60
million project for two new floors and renovations at WakeMed Cary Hospital.
Scottsdale, Arizona-based REIT Healthcare Trust of America (NYSE: HTA) announced
plans to redevelop the existing 90,000-square-foot medical park, including construction
of the new 125,000-square-foot building.
“This is completely separate from the hospital expansion,” a WakeMed spokeswoman
said in an email. “This building is across the street from the hospital [and] is home to
several WakeMed Physician Practices offices and outpatient services.”
Construction on the redevelopment is slated to begin next year and complete in 2021,
HTS further said. Ultimately, a second phase of the project could bring the size of the
medical park to about 225,000 square feet.
Visit www.bizjournals.com for more info on this and other business happenings in the
Triangle.

Out And About In Raleigh
There is just no place like home and the Raleigh area is the best place to live. There is always
something going on no matter your age or taste in food and entertainment!
July 6 Bands, Bites and Boats at Bond Park: Chris Overstreet in Cary
July 7 Holly Springs Salamanders vs Wilmington Sharks at Ting Park
July 7 NC Symphony Summerfest: Romantic Russian Nights
July 9 Holly Springs Monday Morning Movies: Ice Age 2 - The Meltdown
July 10 Chris Brown - Coastal Credit Union Music Park, Walnut Creek
July 11-15 USA Archery JOAD National Target Championships WRAL Soccer Park
July 12 Midtown Beach Music Series: Blackwater Rhythm & Blues
July 13-16 Carolina Mudcats vs Lynchburg Hillcats at Five County Stadium
July 14 All About Bears: North Carolina And Beyond at Marbles IMAX
July 15 Ice Cream Social at Fuquay Mineral Spring Park
July 17 Chicago & REO Speedwagon at Coastal Credit Union Music Park, Walnut Creek
July 19-21 Mama Won’t Fly at Holly Springs Cultural Center
July 20 After The “I Do’s” Game Show, Fletcher Opera Theater
July 24-29 Disney’s Newsies by North Carolina Theatre, Duke Energy Center
July 26-28 NC 10 by 10 at the Cary Theater
July 27-28 Beer, Bourbon, and BBQ Festival, Koka Booth Amphitheatre
July 28 38th Annual Crape Myrtle Festival Grand Gala, Downtown Raleigh
July 27-29 Raleigh Supercon, Raleigh Convention Center
To view a full list of events, ticket prices and more info
scan the QR code or visit http://tinyurl.com/pqq2xz5
Get Free money-saving home tips at www.IsmayRealtyGroup.com
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costs. Closing costs encompass
a wide variety of fees, some or
all of which may apply to you
depending on where and what
you're buying. They can include
everything from the application
fee and appraisal to the escrow
fee to the home and pest
inspection to the recording fees.
You're looking at between two
and five percent of your
purchase price for closing fees,
which can definitely add up.
Many first-time buyers fail to
factor this in when getting ready
to purchase, and you don't want
something that could amount to
a few thousand dollars or more
to come as an 11th-hour
surprise.
Don't forget to factor in all the
monthly expenses
New-home communities often
quote a monthly payment that
looks quite affordable and that
can entice buyers who don't look
more closely. That's because the
payment is based on principal
and interest only (Typically, you'll
see a star next to the payment
that tells you there's a disclaimer
at the bottom of the page.). If
you take a look at the small print,
you'll see that there are also
taxes and insurance to factor in.
In some cases, there is also a
homeowner's association fee.
That monthly payment may not
be looking so good anymore.
If you're buying your first home
and coming from an apartment
or other rental property, you may
not have worked things like a
gardener into your monthly
budget. You'll also want to
consider that if you're going up in
square footage, there could an
increase in your utilities, and you
may be taking on payments for
things like water and trash that
were covered by your rental. It's
best to have a true idea of what
your monthly expenses are
going to look like when buying
your first home so you don't end
up in over your head.
Don't think you can go it alone
Can you buy a home without an
agent? Sure. Is it a good idea?
Not usually. It could be that you
are looking to buy a home that is
for sale by owner. "In the
Continued on Page 4…

Downtown Shopping Center Getting A Facelift
by Zachery Eanes for The News & Observer

The vast parking lot of the Gateway Plaza
shopping center off Capital and Crabtree
boulevards is currently riddled with potholes, and
the 1960s-era buildings are showing their age.
But, if a local real estate group is successful, this
shopping center north of downtown could
become the next neighborhood gathering space
for East Raleigh, where locals can grab artisanal
coffee, craft beer and a bite to eat.
If current schedules hold out, Gateway Plaza could look and feel a lot differently by October.

Full Scoop (https://tinyurl.com/y7o9lgnf )

5 Tips For Staging Your Home
If you’re in a tough seller’s market or just looking to get top dollar for your home, you want to do any
little thing you can to make your house stand out in a potential buyer’s mind. Staging is one of those
things that can make the difference between a sold sign and a house that lingers on the market.
The National Association of Realtors suggests that staging has a real impact on home sales. In fact, a
majority of realtors report that staging increases the sales price of a home anywhere between 1 and
10 percent. However, the real impact of staging seems to be how quickly a home is sold, with 39
percent of Realtors stating that it greatly decreases the time spent on the market. Buyers’ agents
confirm the positive impact of staging, stating that 77 percent of buyers were better able to picture a
home as their own when it was staged.
Of course, there is an art to staging a home, and a poorly staged home can have a negative impact
on a potential sale. Here are five tips for staging your house that will have you putting up that “SOLD”
sign in no time.
1. Declutter and Clean
Before thinking about decorations or furniture placement, the No. 1 suggestion of realtors is to
declutter and deep clean. Clear countertops and other surfaces, and pack away anything that is not
essential. Your goal is to remove anything that will distract buyers from seeing the positive aspects of
your house, which is why realtors often suggest removing family photos and overly personalized
decorations (like your giant bobble head collection). Remember, decluttering includes removing
excess furniture, which help make your rooms feel bigger.
2. Group Furniture
Once you’ve removed furniture that is unnecessary or too large for the space, group furniture into
conversational groups away from the wall, instead of pushing sofas and chairs to the corners. You
want there to be a flow to each room, and keeping the walls clear of big furniture will actually make
the room feel bigger, says HGTV.
3. Accessories in Odd Numbers
Although you’ll need to declutter, you still want your space to feel like a lived-in home. Do this by
decorating with groups of accessories like vases, books or plants. Staging professionals often
recommend grouping similarly hued objects in odd number pairings of varying heights and shapes.
4. Add 1 or 2 Bold Accents
While you want to keep your staging décor fairly neutral, adding one or two bold accent pieces will
help highlight a particularly great feature of your home. Adding a dramatic chandelier that matches
the style of your home to a dining room, entryway or even a fabulous bathroom will not only add light
to a room, but bring architectural interest to the space as well.
5. Use Mirrors
Mirrors can help brighten a dark hallway, bring light into a room and make a room seem larger, says
Forbes. For a big impact, get a cheap mirror and add a decorative frame, or group a lot of small
mirrors in differing shapes and sizes. In a room with a window, place mirrors across from the window
to reflect the sunlight.
Staging is all about helping potential buyers create an emotional connection with your home. Help
buyers picture themselves living in the house by decluttering, grouping furniture and accessories,
adding one or two bold accents and using mirrors. Now get ready for the offers to roll in.
by Realty Times Staff for RealtyTimes.com

industry, we call these types of
sellers unrepresented," said The
Balance. "Beware if you are trying
to buy a home directly from an
unrepresented seller. Odds are
the seller won't know what she is
doing or she might be taking
advantage of you; either way, it
could be problematic."
Unless you are a real estate
attorney or are otherwise
connected to the industry and
aware of the laws, contract issues,
etc., it's best for you to have
representation, regardless of what
type of home you are buying.

“The difference between
the almost right word and
the right word is really a
large matter - 'tis the
difference between the
lightning-bug and the
lightning.
~ Mark Twain

THANK YOU for reading our
newsletter. We wanted to produce
a newsletter that has great content
and is fun and valuable to you.
Your feedback is always welcome.
AND…whether you’re thinking of
buying, selling or financing real
estate, or just want to stop by and
say “Hi,” We’d love to hear from
you…

Greg Ismay
919-882-6005
www.IsmayRealtyGroup.com

Raleigh, NC
Disclaimer: The information contained in this letter is
intended for informational purposes. It should not
substitute as legal, accounting, investment, medical or
other professional services advice. Always seek a
competent professional for answers to your specific
questions. This letter is not intended to solicit real
estate properties currently for sale.

SOLD IN 8 DAYS!

3013 Prospect Parkway

COMING SOON!

4006 Cashmere Lane

Durham

Youngsville

3 bed | 2 full bath | 1 half bath

3 bed | 2 full bath | 1 half bath

Neat as a pin! Freshly painted interior! Hardwood
floors & crown molding thru-out first floor. Formal
dining & entry w/wainscoting. Kitchen w/stainless
appliances, granite counters & tile backsplash.
Family room w/gas fireplace. Master suite w/trey
ceiling, walk-in closet, generous shower & his &
her sinks. Second floor features a bonus room and a
loft! Large fenced in yard! Brightleaf community
dues include use of the pool, playgrounds and
tennis!

Wow! Talk about a grand statement to your friends,
family and visitors! This stately home sits on an
elevated lot with a flat, private back yard plenty of
distance from the street. Enter to soaring ceilings in
the foyer opening to a large family room with
double bookcases & masterful trim work thru-out.
Main level hardwoods everywhere except master.
Cooks kitchen with granite, stainless and ample
pantry. Add screen porch, front porch and side entry
stoop plus two bonus rooms! Hurry!

See all listings at www.searchhomesinraleigh.com!
Ismay Realty Group
808 Salem Woods Drive
Suite 204
Raleigh, NC 27615

