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“Team Work from the Team that Works”
HOW MUCH HOME CAN
YOU REALLY AFFORD?
by Jaymi Naciri, Realty Times

So, you're getting ready to buy
your first home, and you feel
like you're at the mercy of the
market. And your mortgage
lender. In some ways, it might
even feel like they're working
against each other - especially
if you're in a really hot market in
which you can't qualify for the
amount you'd need to buy what
you want.
When it comes to providing preapprovals for would-be
homebuyers, lenders today are
more careful than they were in
the years leading up to the
market crash, and that means
your financial picture will be
more rigorously scrutinized to
determine your creditworthiness and develop your
max approval amount. Trust us,
that's a good thing. The last
Continued on Page 2…

Are you ready for Spring?
Daylight Saving Time is March
11th and March 20th is officially
the first day of Spring!
A recent article in Forbes
magazine put forth the 6 things
they predict for 2018 real estate
market:
• home sales will slow early in
the year but not for long
• inventory will still remain low
• home prices will slow but not stop
• rent vs buy equation could tilt in some states
• mortgage rates will stay around 4%
• millennial demand for housing will keep climbing
So what does that mean for you? If you have given thought to selling—this is the
perfect time to get your home on the market. Now. While mortgage rates are low
and demand is high. If you would like to know what your home is worth or what
homes are selling for in your area, give me a call today at 919-882-6005 or email
me at greg@ismayrealtygroup.com for a FREE Market Analysis.
If you are a buyer, the tight inventory can be a challenge. You’ll need an
experienced real estate agent who knows the market and the neighborhoods - an
agent who can help you find what you are looking for at the best price. Give me a
call today and let’s find that dream home.
Greg

Sell Your Home for More Money in Less Time!

Insider reports are available that will show you how to sell your home fast and
for top dollar. These reports are a FREE, no-obligation service.
Visit www.searchhomesinraleigh.com/homevalue/value to get your report
or call Greg at 919-882-6005.
We are here to help!
Check out what others have to say about us at www.zillow.com/profile/IsmayRealtyGroup/#reviews
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thing you want is to be house
poor. Having a great place to
live that you can't enjoy or
furnish or even leave because
you have no money left won't
be fun.
"Just because a lender says
you can afford a certain
mortgage doesn't mean
you should," said TIME:
Money. "Consider your takehome pay - what actually goes
into the bank after taxes,
health insurance, and savings
for retirement and college.
Then add up all your monthly
bills, not just debt but also
things like utilities, phone, and
groceries. You want to feel
comfortable that you can cover
all your household obligations
while still meeting your other
financial goals and keeping six
months of expenses in
an emergency fund."
That's why it's so important to
consider all of your monthly
expenses related to buying a
home. Beyond the principal,
interest, taxes, and insurance
that the lender, there are other
line items to weave in that will
help you determine your
purchasing power and also
help you to be comfortable
from month to month.

Ever Had A Smashed Waffle? Now You Can!
By Kathy Hanrahan, Out and About Editor

The Greenville-based gourmet
waffle company Smashed Waffles
opened its first brick-and-mortar
location in Raleigh on Tuesday.
Smashed Waffle Cafe is located at
2304 Hillsborough St. in The
Broadloom retail space next to
Insomnia Cookies.

Founders Justin Cox and Hunter Harrison came up with the idea for Smashed
Waffles after meeting to discuss a possible mobile app in 2016.
"He really enjoys cooking. I had ideas to start a restaurant," Harrison told WRAL
last year.
Their first idea was biscuits.
"Everybody is doing biscuits," Harrison said. "We feel like everybody
loves waffles, but not everyone is doing it."
Full Story (https://tinyurl.com/y7jbndsz )

Out And About In Raleigh

There is just no place like home and the Raleigh area is the best place to live. There is always
something going on no matter your age or taste in food and entertainment!
Mar 2-4 Army Baseball Classic in Cary
Mar 3 Lotus at Lincoln Theatre in Downtown Raleigh
Mar 3 Opening Day at TreeRunner Adventure Park in Raleigh
Mar 4 Opera Xpress: Billy Goats Gruff, Cary Arts Center
Mar 7 Jeezy: The Cold Summer Tour at the Ritz in Raleigh
Mar 8 2018 American Advertising Awards at CAM Raleigh
Increased commuter costs
Mar 8-11 USA Swimming Spring Senior Sectionals at Triangle Aquatic Center
Mar 10 Beatlesque - Holly Springs Cultural Center
Are you moving out to the
‘burbs? That hour-long
Mar 10 Historic Fashion Show: 150 Years of Women’s Fashions at NC Museum of History
commute each way is going to
Mar 10-11 Monster Jam at PNC Arena
add to your bottom line. Of
Mar 11 Toast To The Triangle - McKimmon Center
course you'll be using more
gas. Will you also incur tolls?
Mar 13-18 Carnival For The Kids at Wake Forest Home Depot
Then there is the wear and tear Mar 13-18 Wizard Of Oz at Duke Energy Center
on your car, which could mean
Mar 17-18 Corn Grinding Demonstrations and Costumed Tours, Historic Yates Mill County Park
additional costs.
Mar 23-24 North Carolina Symphony Classical Series: Fountains and Pines
Higher utility bills
Mar 24 Fuquay-Varina Easter Egg Hunt at South Park, Fuquay-Varina
Mar 29-Apr 1 Butterfly Cary Cup Championship Table Tennis Tournament - Morrisville

A larger place could mean
higher utility bills. Then again,
more energy-efficient
appliances, windows and
doors, and HVAC could
potentially result in lower bills,
which could be a reason to
look for a newer home over
something older. It's not out of

To view a full list of events, ticket prices and more info
scan the QR code or visit http://tinyurl.com/pqq2xz5
Get Free money-saving home tips at www.IsmayRealtyGroup.com
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line to inquire about utility bill
costs from the existing owner
(through your Realtor is
probably best). This
information could be critical in
helping to make the best
decision when buying a new
home.
Homeowner's association
Your pre-approval amount is
an all-in number, but that
number only includes
principal, interest, taxes, and
insurance. If you are buying
in a community that has a
Homeowner's Association,
your fee will be a separate
cost that needs to be
considered. An HOA fee can
range greatly depending on
your location, the number of
homes in the community, and
the amenities and services
included.
Home improvements
You're likely going to have a
mailbox full of credit card preapprovals and offers from
places like Home Depot and
Lowe's after you close
escrow - and they can be
tempting. Reeeaaallly
tempting, especially if you
need new appliances or
countertops or flooring (or all
of the above). Ditto for
furniture stores, because, like
Lowe's and Home Depot,
those offers are often zerointerest deals. It may make
sense to take advantage of
one (or more) of them to
make some necessary or
wanted updates to your
home - if you can swing the
payments. They obviously
add to your monthly
obligations, even at no
interest. And keep in mind
that if you miss, or are late
on, a payment, that zero
interest is replaced with a
much larger number, and that
means you'll face a much
larger balance to pay.
Landscaping

Congratulations Bryan Burdick!
Bryan had been living in the area for a few
years and was tired of renting. He knew
where he wanted to be and decided it was the
right time for him to buy a home.
Missing out on a couple of properties in multiple offer situations turned out to be the best
thing for him. While he had liked those
homes, he wasn't in love with them. Finally
one came on the market he thought was perfect, and we helped him make it happen!

No more renting for Bryan! And he's looking
forward to the spring when he can really start enjoying his fenced in back yard!
Congratulations Bryan!

Backyard DIY Projects
You don't have to pay through the nose to have the best backyard on the block. If you have a few
simple DIY skills and know how to use a tape measure and level, you can easily upgrade and update
your backyard all on your own.
If you've ever dreamed of a lovely garden path, perennial garden or a privacy fence, but you've
hesitated because of cost, now is the time to invest a little sweat equity to create the backyard of your
dreams.

Plant a Perennial Garden

Tending perennials may seem daunting to inexperienced gardeners, but in reality, they're some of the
easiest flowers to grow. Best of all, plant them once and they return to bloom every year. Perennial
gardens make lively backgrounds for your annual plantings. Use them along fences and border
porches and decks to add color from early summer to late fall. To ensure the stability and livelihood of
your perennial plants:
 Keep the roots wet until you put them in the ground
 Plant them in improved soil
 Apply regular helpings of water and fertilizer
 Place a 3-inch layer of mulch around, but not touching, the plants.

Install a Privacy Fence

If you crave a secluded backyard oasis, consider installing a 6-foot or 8-foot section of privacy fence.
Your local home improvement store sells this type of fencing in sections. All you have to do is level
the terrain and dig the post holes. Use a quick-setting cement to anchor your fence posts, making
sure everything is level and square before moving on to the next section. With a little tenacity, you
can install a privacy fence in one weekend. Done properly, it adds privacy and enjoyment to your
backyard and value to your home.

Replace Your Pool Liner

It sounds like a difficult challenge, but replacing your pool liner is quite simple when you start with the
right tools and quality supplies. Visit webpages such as poolproducts.com inground liner to find the
materials you, as a DIYer, need to perform simple maintenance on your in-ground pool. Keep the
following points in mind as you replace your pool's liner:
 Replace your liner during warm weather
 Remove all water and debris from your pool
 Avoid over-stretching your replacement liner
 Utilize sandbags to secure the base seal
 Have a comprehensive understanding of the process before starting.

Hardscape Your Backyard

The addition of pavers, retaining walls, fire pits and patios all add value and comfort to your backyard,
but many homeowners don't realize they can easily complete these upgrades without the help of
professional landscapers.
Lay decorative pavers on a bed of tamped sand to make an easy patio that stands up to the
elements, or layer simple bricks with or without mortar to make attractive and functional retaining
walls. A meandering garden path guided by decorative cobblestones can lead to a simple water
feature or wooden bench in your garden. Delight your backyard guests and yourself this summer by
creating a simple hardscape that complements the design of your home.

If you're coming from an
Continued on Page 4…
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apartment or a rental where
the outside maintenance is
taken care of by someone else,
get ready to either: buy a
lawnmower and an edger and
spend your Saturday mornings
in the yard, or pay someone
else to take care of it.

Just Listed!

Coming Soon!

Warranty
If you're buying a brand-new
home, you'll typically have a
warranty provided by the
builder or developer, often for
one year. You have the option
of extending that, or buying/
extending an existing warranty
on an older home, and all of
those options will cost you.

1803 Hemlock Hill Drive

10 Stratton Court
Youngsville

Durham
4 bed | 2 full bath | 2 half bath

3 bed | 2 full bath | 1 half bath

Ample space in this 4 bedroom home! Grand 2-story
entrance. Hardwood floors thru most of the 1st
floor! Formal dining w/tray ceiling. Formal living,
office & family room w/fireplace! Kitchen w/granite
counters, an island & stainless steel appliances.
Large master suite w/his & her sinks, garden tub &
sep shower, water closet and a great walk-in closet!
Multiple bonus spaces! Home features a Custom
Media room with screen, a half bath and a 2nd
bonus w/wet bar on the 3rd floor! Join the Club for
pool & tennis!

Coming Soon! Like new home! 3 bedroom 2.5 bath
home w/rocking chair front porch. Kitchen with
eat-at counter and new stainless steel appliances.
Formal dining, living room with fireplace. New
carpet & fresh paint throughout. Master suite w/walk
-in, his & her sinks, water closet, and garden tub/sep
shower. Second full bath w/2 sinks! Secondary
bedrooms have walk-ins! New siding on the front of
house 2017. New resurfaced Large deck w/awning.
New flooring in kitchen & half bath! New Roof
2015!

See all listings at www.searchhomesinraleigh.com!
THANK YOU for reading our
newsletter. We wanted to produce
a newsletter that has great content
and is fun and valuable to you.
Your feedback is always welcome.
AND…whether you’re thinking of
buying, selling or financing real
estate, or just want to stop by and
say “Hi,” We’d love to hear from
you…

Greg Ismay
919-882-6005

www.IsmayRealtyGroup.com

Raleigh, NC

Disclaimer: The information contained in this letter is
intended for informational purposes. It should not
substitute as legal, accounting, investment, medical or
other professional services advice. Always seek a
competent professional for answers to your specific
questions. This letter is not intended to solicit real
estate properties currently for sale.

Ismay Realty Group
808 Salem Woods Drive
Suite 204
Raleigh, NC 27615

