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“Team Work from the Team that Works”
Will the New Congress
Compromise on Flood
Insurance or Are We All
Going Under?
by Jaymi Naciri, realtytimes.com

Among the many other
issues tied up in the result
of the midterm elections and
the ensuing new
Congress—and one of the
major issues on the minds
of homeowners across the
country—is what’s going to
happen flood insurance. As
it currently stands, The
National Flood Insurance
program, which Inman calls
“an ailing 49-year-old
insurance plan” will lapse in
December “without reauthorization or partisan
support of the so-called
‘21st Century Flood Reform
Act.’”
Part of the issue that has
led the bill to “languish in
the Senate since late last

We are excited to announce we
had a tremendous turnout for
our pie give-away event! The
most popular was the apple
pie!
We are very grateful for being
able to show gratitude to our
past clients; current clients and
our friends, not only at this
time of year, but all year long!
And have a lot of fun in the
process!
Contrary to popular belief, this is a good time of year for sellers as well as
buyers! Many companies relocate this time of year, adding to the market. The
opportunities are abundant! Check out the home on page 4 that was the buyer’s
dream home on a golf course!
Partnering with a seasoned real estate agent to help you find the home of your
dreams, can make all the difference. My team and I are ready to help you make
your real estate goals a reality and find YOU your dream home!
Whether you are buying or selling give me a call at 919-882-6005 or email me
greg@ismayrealtygroup.com today!
Warm wishes for a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, filled with lots
of fun, and great times with family & friends!
Greg

Continued on Page 2…

We appreciate your referrals! There is no greater
compliment you could offer us!
If you know someone who is ready to sell or buy a
home, be sure to contact Greg at 919-882-6005 and
share their information (with their permission) to be
sure they receive superior service.
See what folks say about us at https://www.zillow.com/profile/
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year” is, not surprising:
Republicans and
Democrats are on opposite
sides. “The GOP-led
House voted in favor of the
bill 237-189 despite
significant opposition from
coastal Democrats, who
believe premiums on highrisk properties could
skyrocket under the reform
initiative,” they said.
So what’s really at stake?
A lot, potentially.
Premiums—If the “21st
Century Flood Reform Act”
passed as is, “premiums,
which on average cost
homeowners $650
annually but can spin out of
control in coastal regions,
would be capped at
$10,000,” said Inman.
A lapse—If the program
lapses without signoff by
November 30, the National
Flood Insurance Program
wouldn’t be able to sell or
renew flood insurance
policies. “Right now our
financial position is okay –
but we wouldn’t be able to
borrow from the U.S.
Treasury to pay claims for
our existing policies,” said
David Maurstad, chief
executive of the National
Flood Insurance Program,
on the Texas Standard.

Out And About In Raleigh
There is just no place like home and the Raleigh area is the best place to live. There is always
something going on no matter your age or taste in food and entertainment!
Dec 1-23 Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer: The Musical, Duke Energy Center
Dec 1-24 Santa’s Wonderland, Bass Pro Shops
Dec 2 Handmake Hanukkah Market, Temple Beth Or
Dec 3-22 Christmas at Oak View Farm, Historic Oak View County Park

Dec 6 State Capital Tree Lighting Ceremony, NC State Capital
Dec 8 Christmas Town, Cornerstone Church
Dec 8 Take a Photo with Santa at The Old Mill, Historic Yates Mill County Park
Dec 11 NHL Carolina Hurricanes vs Toronto, PNC Arena
Dec 11 A Side of History: The Spirit of Giving, Historic Yates Mill County Park
Dec 12 Trans-Siberian Orchestra: The Ghosts of Christmas Eve, PNC Arena

Even more people could
end up without flood
insurance—Despite the
risks associated with
having a home in a coastal
area, many people still opt
to forgo flood insurance in
places where it is not
required by law.

Dec 14 City Ballet presents The Nutcracker, Stewart Theatre, Talley Student Center, NC State
Dec 19 NC State Men’s Basketball vs Auburn, PNC Arena
Dec 22 Natural Explorations: Winter Wonders Walk, Historic Yates Mill County Park
Recurring weekly on Saturdays until December 29th—
Fayetteville Walking Tours, City of Raleigh Museum

To view a full list of events, ticket prices and more info
scan the QR code or visit http://tinyurl.com/pqq2xz5
Continued on Page 3…

Get Free money-saving home tips at www.IsmayRealtyGroup.com
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“One recent
study suggested about
two-thirds of people in
areas that have a 1
percent chance of
flooding in a given year
do not have flood
insurance,” said
the Citizen-Times.

Folks Visiting for the Holiday Season?
The Holiday Season is a wonderful time
for get togethers with family and friends.
From seeing local shows, to fine dining
and great entertainment for the children,
there are many things to do in the Raleigh
& Durham North Carolina area.
Check out the events directory to find out
what's going on.
https://www.919area.com/christmas/

Common reasons laid out
by the publication include: Is School Improvement Part of Your Ownership Strategy?
homebuyers “don't
Improving the ranking or reputation of local schools involves community investments on many levels, and it
recognize the risk”
generates benefits for everyone that extend well beyond real estate value. Obviously, "school improvement" is a
larger undertaking than redoing a kitchen or adding a second floor to a home, but it may be more achievable than
because they don’t
many realize.
understand “flood maps
How do home buyers, including millennials, prioritize in your area? Surveys have revealed that top home-selection
priorities include safe, affordable neighborhoods with good schools. School district quality has a significant
and may never inquire
influence on neighborhood choice and often home values when buyers focus on what's best for their children.
whether they have
Jack and Alice Johnson (name changed) finally found a house they could afford, proudly moved in, and grew to
anything to worry about;
love the area. Their plan was to renovate their home and gain from improving the real estate value. At no time in
this process had they thought about local schools since children were not in their immediate plans. They soon
Banks and mortgage
discovered that a "value ceiling" existed. No matter how much renovation money they poured into their home, its
companies don't always
value would not significantly increase beyond that price point.
require it; there's a myth
The Johnsons researched the area to identify criteria which established the local value ceiling. Some they could
do nothing about; others showed some potential. They zeroed in on what they could contribute to and what could
that the government's
increase buyer perceived value for the area[—]the local elementary school was ripe for improvement.
going to bail you out; and Neglect and apathy are among key factors challenging schools and communities. These two negative factors can
they think their
be minimized or canceled out by commitment from parents and non-parents alike. Your contribution, based on
your skills, knowledge, and local connections, may become obvious to you and do-able for you when you read the
homeowner's insurance
following list of possible benefit strategies to supporting schools:
will cover flood damage.
Back up parents
Almost all policies
Schools benefit from parental contributions of time, skills, connections, money, and fundraising. Pitch-in to support
parent efforts to improve buildings, textbook holdings, or facilities and benefits will abound.
exclude claims from
Add your voice
flooding.”
Flood insurance may
ultimately have to look
to privatization—Some
say this is a much better
answer, anyway. “The
National Flood Insurance
Program’s (NFIP)
financial woes stem from
the fact that it consistently
fails to charge program
participants rates that
cover the full risk of
flooding to their
properties,” said Inside
Sources. “As a result, the
NFIP’s revenues from
premiums don’t even
cover its claims during an
average year. The
Congressional Budget
Office has calculated that
the program is bleeding
$1.4 billion annually.
Continued on Page 4…

Local politicians and school boards respond to numbers. Attend public meetings concerning the school to lend
your support to parents and learning issues. Add your voice and presence[—]encourage other neighbors to join
in—and the school may receive more attention and funding.
Strengthen teacher appreciation
Acknowledging teacher effort with recognition reinforces the type of classroom excellence that earns good schools
their higher standings. Teacher benefits and recognition can attract more qualified educators who want to work
and achieve more for themselves and their students. It's not the size of the reward but the quality of recognition
received.
Support student excellence
Coaching, tutoring, and other motivational and productivity-enhancing efforts raise student performance and
school ranking. The more people who get excited about school improvement to reinforce student learning, the
more noticeable the returns.
Spread the word
Local media, websites and real estate professionals want to praise neighborhood efforts. Make sure they know
what benefits the school, its programs, and extracurricular activities offer its students.
FYI: The Fair Housing Act directs real estate professionals not to make value statements linked to local schools,
but to provide interested consumers with school-evaluation resources so they may draw their own conclusions.
Bolster community choices
Sometimes effort spent improving community centers, arenas, playing fields, and other local assets can also
benefit local schools. Your sports interests may lead to health and wellness contributions that provide benefits for
teachers and students.
Harness expertise
Retired educators, business people, and professionals know the value of education for neighborhood students.
Enlist these adults, even those without children or with grown children, to join your school improvement project.
Review relevant school ranking and evaluation systems to target key features or factors which will bring the
greatest returns when they are corrected. Talk to parents, educators, politicians, and others who are already
working to improve education in your area. Your opportunities for contribution will become evident to you.
TIP: If your home-buying search continues, adopt a long-term perspective and consider local schools whether or
not you have or want children.
by PJ Wade for RealtyTimes.com
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Represented buyer on golf course dream home!

In years of catastrophic
flooding, the NFIP has
needed to borrow from the
U.S. Treasury to honor its
commitments to
policyholders.
Its debt now stands at
about $20.5 billion, and
that’s after Congress
forgave $16 billion of the
program’s debts last fall.
Unless action is taken, the
NFIP’s finances will only
deteriorate in the wake of
the 2018 hurricane season
and with each passing
year.”

Gracious, southern style, well-maintained home on Wakefield TPC golf course. All
hardwood floors on level 1 and level 2 hallway and bedrooms. Open Kit w/ rare
granite; Wolf range/oven, stainless steel appliances and furniture-piece island w/
built-in Wolf micro. Walkout basement w/ BR and BA, wet bar, stone Fp, and brick
patio. 3 verandas. MBR w/ cathedral ceiling & covered, private veranda. 3rd Flr w/
920 sf is finish-framed for pre-wired media rm, ½ BA & 2 other rooms. 1YR Home
Warranty *Agent Owned

See all listings at www.searchhomesinraleigh.com!
Ismay Realty Group
THANK YOU for reading our
newsletter. We wanted to produce
a newsletter that has great content
and is fun and valuable to you.
Your feedback is always welcome.
AND…whether you’re thinking of
buying, selling or financing real
estate, or just want to stop by and
say “Hi,” We’d love to hear from

Greg Ismay
919-882-6005

www.IsmayRealtyGroup.com

Raleigh, NC

Disclaimer: The information contained in this letter is
intended for informational purposes. It should not
substitute as legal, accounting, investment, medical or
other professional services advice. Always seek a
competent professional for answers to your specific
questions. This letter is not intended to solicit real
estate properties currently for sale.

808 Salem Woods Drive
Suite 204
Raleigh, NC 27615

