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“Team Work from the Team that Works”
DIY Solutions To Your
Flooring Problems
by Jaymi Naciri, RealtyTimes.com

True story. The wood in our living
room is scratched and worn, the
dark tile in the kitchen imparts a
sort of cave-like feel, and there's
unfinished concrete in several of
the bedrooms thanks to foundation
repair that was done shortly after
we bought the house. We could
have had the four burly men that
peeled away the 10-year-old
carpet to jackhammer into the floor
lay it back down, but, instead, we
took that opportunity to rid
ourselves of it and thanked the
guys for sparing us the cost of a
dumpster. The idea was to get new
floors in soon after, and, well, three
years later…here we are. Still
considering our options.
Add to that picture a couple of
bathrooms that were tiled in 2004
when textured beige-y brown tiles
were popular (they were, right?),
and we are facing multiple rooms
that need new floors. The entire
first floor needs new floors, if we're
being honest.
Continued on Page 2…

Holiday season is here and folks are
bustling about getting reading to
entertain family and friends. Shopping,
baking, and decorating are in high gear.
In spite of all the holiday activities, the
real estate market is not taking a break.
The inventory of homes is still low and
there are plenty of buyers looking for the
home of their dreams. If you have
considered listing your home this is a great time. Tasteful decorations an the
smell of baked goods make your house feel homey to prospective buyers.
Homes are moving quickly but correct pricing is the key. I’d be happy to provide
you with a FREE home valuation at www.searchhomesinraleigh.com/homevalue/
value or call me at 919-882-6005.
Looking for the home of your dreams? Now is the time. Home prices are still on
the rise and recent reports indicate that the Fed may raise interest rates 3-4 times
this next year. Making your move now will save you money.
As an experienced real estate agent with an ear to the ground I will let you know
when a home with your criteria is coming on the market. Whether you are buting
or selling, let me help you get out ahead of the competition. Let’s connect. You
can call 919-882-6005 or email me at greg@gregismay.com. Check out the
videos and resources on my website www.gregismay.com.
Have a Merry Christmas and the Happiest New Year!
Greg
We appreciate your referrals! There is no greater
compliment you could offer us!
If you know someone who is ready to sell or buy a
home, be sure to contact Greg at 919-882-6005 and
share their information (with their permission) to be
sure they receive superior service.
Check out what others have to say about us at www.gregismay.com/gold_testimonials.asp
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And while we have examined
many, many (really, it seems like
hundreds) of options over the last
couple of years, nothing has stuck
well enough to actually get to it.
Part of the issue is that we don't
want to hand over the installation
to someone else. While that would
probably be the most practical
option, it's not the most
economical, and we tend to like to
do things by ourselves. You, too?
Then come with us on this journey
to find the best DIY solution to our
(and your!) flooring dilemmas.
Painted wood
Frankly, anything that starts with
"Sand surface" is an immediate
turnoff. If they ever made a
National Lampoon's Renovation
Vacation movie, there would
undoubtedly be a scene where
Chevy Chase's Rusty Griswold lost
control of the electric sander and
major havoc ensued. That's pretty
much what we envision happening
around here if a big, hulking sander
is involved. However, painted wood
floors do look pretty cool.
SF Gate has a good tutorial for
painting heavily trafficked wood
floors that involves really good
preparation (so if you're a stepskipper, maybe not for you) and
high-quality primer

Publix Could Anchor New Garner Shopping Center
Full Article

https://tinyurl.com/y7r6qmsj
Chuck Liddy | cliddy@newsobserver.com

By Craig Jarvis, The News & Observer

Garner residents are finally getting their own Publix. Maybe.
On Tuesday, Garner Economic Development’s Twitter account tweeted out that
it had approved site plans for a Publix-anchored shopping center at Ten Ten
Road and U.S. 401.
But Jay Priester with Charlotte-based Cambridge Properties said the company
isn’t yet ready to make an announcement about the anchor tenant.
If Priester does land a Publix, it would be the Florida-based grocer’s first in
Garner. The supermarket has made rapid inroads in the Triangle over the past
few years. There are seven Publix opened or coming to area.
(Full Story - http://www.newsobserver.com/news/business/article184610013.html)

Out And About In Raleigh
There is just no place like home and the Raleigh area is the best place to live. There is always
something going on no matter your age or taste in food and entertainment!
Dec 6-10 A Christmas Carol at Memorial Auditorium at Duke
Dec 6-10 Disney On Ice: Dare To Dream at PNC Arena

But, we're loving the rustic beachyness of this look. Our shabby floors
are already part of the way there,
and if the dogs scratch the surface,
it just adds more texture, right?

Dec 7 Almost Christmas at Cary Theater

Painted tile

Dec 10 Christmas Showcase, A Step To Gold International Ballroom, Midtown Raleigh

We first saw blogger Remington
Avenue's tutorial for painted floors
in 2015, which should tell you how
long we've been tossing around
ideas for our floors. She crafted a
stunning painted tile floor using
chalk paint and a stencil that
created a trendy Moroccan cement
tile look.

Dec 12 NC Master Chorale: Joy Of The Season at Meymandi Concert Hall

Stencils have become more readily
available and in greater variety
since then, and her new tutorial is
even more interesting because she
used luster epoxy paint, like you
would use to paint a garage floor.
That spells greater durability, and
since multiple children and multiple
dogs live in this house, finishes
that can't endure kid feet and dog
paws are a NO GO.

Dec 7-17 Holiday Express at Pullen Park
Dec 8 NCMA Fall Film Series: Mahogany at North Carolina Museum of Art
Dec 9 Wake Forest Christmas Parade

Dec 15-17 Cary Ballet Company presents The Nutcracker at Cary Arts Center
Dec 22 A Christmas Story at The Cary Theater
Dec 22 NCAAM Basketball: North Carolina State vs Jacksonville
Dec 23 Elf—With Sock-throw Snowball Fight at Cary Theater
Dec 23 NHL Carolina Hurricanes vs Buffalo Sabres
Dec 24 The Polar Express at Cary Theater
Dec 24-25 Christmas Dinner at Herons at The Umstead Hotel & Spa
Dec 29 Big Something at Lincoln Theatre in Downtown Raleigh
Dec 29 Finally Friday: Big Hero 6 at NC Museum of Natural Sciences
Dec 31 The Avett Brothers at PNC Arena
To view a full list of events, ticket prices and more info
scan the QR code or visit http://tinyurl.com/pqq2xz5
Get Free money-saving home tips at www.IsmayRealtyGroup.com
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Should we do it? This would be
a jackpot for that cave-like
kitchen floor and beige-y brown
bathroom tile floors (that look
just like her "before" floors,
ironically).
Floating floor
First, let's get This Old House's
take: "It's hard to imagine a
house being cozy without the
warmth of wood flooring. The
quickest way to get new wood
underfoot is to install a floating
floor. Unlike traditional solidwood strips, a floating floor isn't
nailed down. Instead, the planks
are either glued or snapped
together. The planks go down
fast, over virtually any material concrete, plywood, sheet vinyl,
even ceramic tile.
Now, our thoughts: The
advantage to using a floating
floor is that it's definitely DIYfriendly in comparison to
numerous other options because
it requires no demolition other
than removing baseboards something we wouldn't have to
do if we were painting the
existing surfaces, BTW. We
would have to put down plywood
on the concrete surfaces to
make everything flush, but that's
not a big deal. The continuity
that would be created by laying
down one surface throughout
the first floor of the house would
be a dream given how broken up
it currently is. The downside: it's
a pricier solution than paint, and
the price goes up with the
quality. Whether you are looking
at using luxury vinyl planks,
laminate, or engineered wood,
it's an investment.
Carpet tiles
We just haven't been able to get
rid of the idea of a soft, cushy
carpeted surface in the
bedrooms, but we're not about to
try to put in wall-to-wall carpet
on our own. "I wouldn't
recommend any homeowner try
to install their own wall-to-wall
carpeting," said Popular
Mechanics. "First, just getting
the carpeting into the room is a
huge job. Second, precisely
cutting it to size takes
Continued on Page 4…

Congratulations To Greg Paynter
Congratulations to Greg Paynter on the
purchase of his home!
A recent job change gave Greg the desire
to move closer to Raleigh. So Greg was
looking around on Zillow and contacted IRG
to help him evaluate a property. After a
close look IRG recommended that Greg not
buy that property, which meant a lot to him
and his step mom who was providing her
input.
After further searching Greg was able to
find a property that was close to his father
and step mothers home and all worked out
for the best. Way to go Greg!

Selling Your Home For The Holidays? Don't Be A
Curb Appeal Scrooge
If your house is currently for sale or if you're considering listing it, you may be wondering whether
you should bother at all with holiday decorations this year. In a word: yes. But there's more to it than
that. There's a long way between Scrooge and The Griswolds. Buyers need to have an easy time
imagining themselves (and their own holiday traditions) in your home."
These tips will help you strike just the right balance.
Go ahead and put up lights
Being the only house on the street that isn't decorated could leave potential buyers feeling
uninspired and unmotivated to purchase - or even come inside. If putting up holiday lights this year
means heading to Target to buy new stuff, you'll have numerous options: white lights, colored lights,
snowflake shapes, icicles. Think clean, simple, and elegant to best accentuate your home.
Don't overdo the lights
Putting up lights doesn't mean you have to create a spectacle. Plastering every horizontal surface
and wrapping every tree and bush with lights may read festive, but people who are out home
shopping at this time of year are likely serious about buying. And they want to see your house, not
how many lights you own.
Consider LEDs
Another thing to consider if you're buying new lights this year is what type of bulb to get. If you have
had your existing lights for many years, you may not even realize how many LED options are
available now. The benefit to LED bulbs is that they save energy, and therefore, money. They may
cost a little more upfront, but if you are making an investment in lights you plan to use for years to
come, it's worth it.
Go ahead and pack up the inflatables
Keeping it simple definitely doesn't include that big, inflatable Santa or The Grinch family or an
entire lawn full of holiday-themed Peanuts characters.
"One man's ‘merry' is another man's ‘tacky,' so tone down any garish light displays while your home
is on the market," said HGTV. "(No, your neighbors didn't pay us to say that.) Instead, use simple
string lighting to play up your home's architecture or draw attention to the gorgeous fir tree in your
front yard."
Address your entry
You don't have to have a sweeping front porch to establish a warm welcome. Place a festive mini
tree or cluster of poinsettias next to the door or hang a wreath to add a little holiday interest.
"Classic is always best: Hang an elegant wreath on the front door, rather than a ‘Santa stops here!'
sign, Jamie Novak, author of "Keep This, Toss That," told Realtor.com
Go ahead and put up that tree
Putting up the tree may seem like a hassle when you're focused on decluttering and keeping
everything in your home extra clean this year, but think of it as staging. A well-placed and welldecorated tree will make the home feel nice and inviting at holiday time. Placing it in a window that
allows it to show through to the street creates that Norman Rockwell feel that will tug at your buyers'
heartstrings.
Jaymi Naciri for RealtyTimes.com

Get Free money-saving home tips at www.IsmayRealtyGroup.com

experience - one wrong cut can
ruin the entire piece."

Just Sold!

Sold 4 Days @ 103% of List!

The potential answer: carpet tiles.
Oh, we know. We say "carpet
tiles," you say "ugly office
building," right? Fortunately,
carpet tiles have come a long way
in terms of design. The carpet tiles
from Flor are beautifully textured
with a great neutral color palette.
The best part: they're super easy
to install. "One 3-inch-diameter dot
is placed at each corner of a
carpet square, with the sticky side
up," they said. "The next square is
set in place tight against the first
square, and then it's pressed
down onto the adhesive dots. In
the end, the result is a floating
floor of carpet squares all stuck
together at the corners by
adhesive dots."
If one area of your wall-to-wall
carpet gets stained beyond repair,
you're out of luck. If the same
thing happens to a carpet tile, you
rip it up and set another one
down. Tempting. Very tempting.

8005 Mourning Dove Road
Raleigh

729 Summer Music Lane
Raleigh

4 bed | 2 bath

5 bed | 4 bath

Hard to find home under $180,000 in North
Raleigh. Split foyer in popular Crown
Oaks. Great location, close to major
highways, shopping & restaurants.
Updated eat-in kitchen w/ stainless steel
appliances and new flooring. Main level
living room & two bedrooms. Basement
consists of a spacious family room w/
masonry fireplace, additional bedroom,
office/4th BR and laundry room.

Beautifully maintained home in active
Renaissance Park! Gorgeous dark woods
thru much of the main level. Open main
living area w/crown molding. Formal living
room or use as a dining room! Kitchen w/
pantry, breakfast bar, granite counters &
stainless appliances! Bedroom 4 has its
own walk-in & bath, great for a guest or
teen suite! Master suite w/huge walk-in, his
& her sinks, sep tub & shower!

See all listings at www.searchhomesinraleigh.com!
THANK YOU for reading our
newsletter. We wanted to produce
a newsletter that has great content
and is fun and valuable to you.
Your feedback is always welcome.
AND…whether you’re thinking of
buying, selling or financing real
estate, or just want to stop by and
say “Hi,” We’d love to hear from
you…

Greg Ismay
919-882-6005
www.IsmayRealtyGroup.com

Raleigh, NC
Disclaimer: The information contained in this letter is
intended for informational purposes. It should not
substitute as legal, accounting, investment, medical or
other professional services advice. Always seek a
competent professional for answers to your specific
questions. This letter is not intended to solicit real
estate properties currently for sale.

Ismay Realty Group
808 Salem Woods Drive
Suite 204
Raleigh, NC 27615

