APRIL 2018

“Team Work from the Team that Works”
Jump Start Your
Organizing And Simplify
Your Next Move
by Realty Times Staff realtytimes.com

When you're selling your
home, getting your belongings
organized can seem like a low
priority. You're dealing with
finding the right real estate
agent, the best time to list
your home on the market, and
maybe even house-hunting for
a new place to live.

All of that can keep you quite
busy considering many of us
have to do those things while
we work a full-time job.
Organizing your home so that
you can simplify your move
just doesn't seem practical.
However, there is one main
reason why getting organized
can not only simplify your next
Continued on Page 2…

Spring Has Sprung!
It was a long winter but the days
are now staying lighter later and
everyone is anticipating the
warmer weather.
Even in the midst of cold temps we’ve seen a real estate market
that is hot, hot, hot!
The Raleigh housing market is
very healthy and experts predict a
3.2 percent increase in housing prices over the next year. One recent report states
“Raleigh is one of two markets (Boise, Idaho being the other) positioned to see
an influx of boomer homebuyers. Thanks largely in part to its favorable cost of
living, housing affordability, and available inventory; Raleigh is expected to
become the beneficiary of a lot of housing activity.”
If you have thought about selling your home - now is the perfect time. Mortgage
rates have been at a historical low since 2008 and there is expectation that they
will go up in the near future, although no one is quite sure when or how much. As
a result, many buyers are out looking for the home of their dreams. If you would
like to know what your home is worth in today’s market, I can provide you a
FREE Market Analysis and show you what homes are selling for in your area.
Give me a call today at 919-882-6005 or email greg@ismayrealtygroup.com to
see what your home could be listed for.
Whether you are selling or buying, I can help you achieve your real estate goals.
Let’s connect today!
Greg

Sell Your Home for More Money in Less Time!

Insider reports are available that will show you how to sell your home fast and
for top dollar. These reports are a FREE, no-obligation service.
Visit www.searchhomesinraleigh.com/homevalue/value to get your report or call
Greg at 919-882-6005. We are here to help!
See what folks say about us at https://www.zillow.com/profile/IsmayRealtyGroup/#reviews
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move but also help improve
your chances of selling your
home faster and for more
money.
When you go through the
process of getting organized,
you should be eliminating
items from your home which
helps to clear clutter. Clearing
clutter is one of the first things
agents and experts who
stage homes for sale will tell
you to do.
When the clutter is gone, the
home can be shown much
easier. Potential buyers can
see what makes your house
so special and different from
others in the neighborhood.
If you're putting off the
process of getting organized
because you think you should
wait until you accept an offer,
let me encourage you to get
motivated to do it sooner. I've
seen it happen many times.
The homeowner thinks
there's plenty of time and
then when an offer is
accepted they're thrust into
high gear because the buyer
wants to close escrow fast.

COUNTY FARE: Food Trucks & Bar
Coming to Durham in April 2018

Located in the heart of Durham, we
are the Triangle's first Food Truck
Focused Venue.
County Fare is set to be Durham’s
newest noteworthy location,
combining a showcasing of the
Triangle’s highly acclaimed culinary
food trucks with a full service beer
garden; a one-of-a-kind, indoor/
outdoor dining destination that will keep Durham foodies coming back for more.
Our vision is to provide a distinctive and ultra-casual atmosphere to enjoy the
great menus of a handful of the Triangle food trucks. The food truck lineup will
rotate daily to ensure menu diversity and something new with each visit. In other
words, think "rotating mini-food truck rodeo...every day!"
Check the site calendar for the current Food truck Lineup and follow them on
social media to hear the latest!
Full Scoop (www.countyfaredurham.com )

Out And About In Raleigh

There is just no place like home and the Raleigh area is the best place to live. There is always
something going on no matter your age or taste in food and entertainment!
Apr 6 Art Garkunkel at AJ Fletcher Opera Theater
Apr 6 Bands, Bites & Boats at Bond Park in Cary
Apr 7 Color in Motion at WakeMed Soccer Park
Apr 7 NHL Carolina Hurricanes vs Tampa Bay Lightning at PNCArena
Apr 8-11 Carolina Mudcats vs Frederick Keys at Five County Stadium
Apr 13 Cary Town Band: Friday the 13th at Cary Arts Center
Of course, your agent can
negotiate the closing date but Apr 13 Tuxedo Cat Ball at North Ridge Country Club
sometimes a faster closing is Apr 14 20th Annual Lebanese Festival at City Plaza, Downtown Raleigh
a must. Yes, you may be able
Apr 14-15 BrickUniverse LEGO Fan Convention at Raleigh Convention Center
to rent back from the new
owners to give you more time Apr 17 The Eagles at PNC Arena
Apr 18 NC State Softball vs Duke at NC State University
to prepare to move but you
can't avoid the fact that you'll Apr 20 Family Dance at Halle Cultural Arts Center in Apex
need to move at some point.
Apr 20 North Carolina Symphony Special Concert: The Music of Star Wars
Apr 21 Art Expression In The Garden at JC Raulston Arboretum NC State University
Here are five tips that can
Apr 24 Bon Jovi at PNCArena
help you jump start your
organizing and simplify your
Apr 27-28 North Carolina Symphony Classical Series: Romeo & Juliet at Meymandi Concert Hall
next move. You will be glad
Apr 28 Public Power Lineworkers Rodeo at Holdings Village
you start before you get an
offer to purchase your home. Apr 28 Marbles Kids Museum Imagination Ball at Marbles Kids Museum

1. Sort piles of belongings
into groups: keep, giveaway,
maybe, and trash. The
"maybe" pile you box up and
seal for six to 12 months. If
you don't have a use for your

To view a full list of events, ticket prices and more info
scan the QR code or visit http://tinyurl.com/pqq2xz5
Get Free money-saving home tips at www.IsmayRealtyGroup.com
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items in the "maybe" box
during the year then
perhaps you can donate it.
2. Give yourself plenty of
time. Be patient this process
of getting organized takes
time. Know that when it
comes to sorting through
personal papers and
memorabilia it will take you
much longer than reviewing
other items. Leave some
extra time for the expected
reminiscing that will occur.
3. Store your items in clear
plastic bins. Using clear
boxes helps to let you have
a quick view of what's
inside. If you used
cardboard boxes or colored
bins, then use a pen to
clearly label what's inside
and which room it will go in
at your new home. You
might want to use a large
piece of paper to write the
label on so that you can
reuse the bin again later for
another purpose.
4. Get rid of the paper. A big
problem in many homes is
the paper trail they have
from room to room. It could
be magazines, newspapers,
documents, advertisements,
receipts, you name it. Most
homeowners keep a lot of
paper which creates a lot of
clutter. Go through your files
and reduce the paper by
shredding or recycling
documents you don't need.
You'll find that a lot of what
you're hanging on to, you
just don't need.
5. Do it now! This is the
most valuable tip. As soon
as you finish reading this,
go put a time on your
calendar when you will
begin to get organized.
Placing it on your calendar
should help you block off
time to get started and
Continued on Page 4…

Congratulations Ms. Johnson!
Congratulations to Ms. Jo Johnson on
the sale of her lake home!
Jo and her late husband built their dream
vacation home on a beautiful waterfront lot
in Lake Royale. After sharing family memories for many years, it came time to sell
the home. Unfortunately for Jo, the property sat on the market for almost a year and a
half with another agent. But fortunately,
Greg helped Jo see where the true market
for her home was. Not everyone appreciates a log home, but the right buyer came
along, and Jo can now relax not having to take care of 2 residences!

Black Stainless Steel: Is It The Next Big Thing?
Stainless steel has ruled the appliance world for many years, with no serious contenders on its heels.
But now, here comes black stainless steel, fighting for dominance in the kitchen.
Like any new finish, we won't know if it has true staying power until some time has passed. But if
you're looking for the newest thing, if you know you're going to be in your home for a while, or if you're
getting it ready to sell, black stainless is a great choice.
But first, what exactly is black stainless steel? "What major appliance manufacturers, such as LG,
KitchenAid and Kenmore, are trumpeting as ‘black stainless' is essentially traditional stainless steel
coated in a sleek, dark finish," said the Washington Post. "The actual hue varies by brand."
If you're thinking about incorporating the look into your kitchen, here are a few things to consider.
It's sexy
Expect to hear some "oohs" and "ahhs" when people walk into your kitchen. Black stainless steel has
that sleek look that gets attention, so if you're hoping to create a show stopping space, it may be an
easy choice.
It's trending
But, in this case, that might not be a bad thing. While design experts warn clients against chasing
trends, black stainless steel offers a way to be on the forefront of one.
"According to home improvement expert Karl Champley, whose job includes traveling the world
looking for the latest design trends, the move toward darker appliance finishes started in Europe and
is slowly making its way westward," said the Washington Post. "Champley, winner of ‘Ellen's Design
Challenge' and a spokesman for the National Kitchen and Bath Association, says that although black
stainless won't dethrone classic stainless in the U.S. market any time soon, that doesn't mean
homeowners shouldn't consider it now. "It looks fantastic," he said. "It's going to be quite a few more
years before it goes mainstream, and you're already ahead of the game."
It gives off an inviting, high-end feel
Black stainless steel is an easy way to make your space look upscale while also creating a warmer
feel. "Since black stainless steel appliances debuted several years ago, they've been touted as a
warmer alternative to the industrial look of regular stainless," said Consumer Reports.
It resists fingerprints
For many people, this is the No. 1 selling feature. Traditional stainless steel is great, but it's always
smudged (in our house, anyway). "Manufacturers say that their black stainless steel appliances resist
smudges and fingerprints and that cleaning is easier," said Consumer Reports. Nancy Bock, senior
vice president of education for the American Cleaning Institute, told them, "Black stainless doesn't
require any special polishes to keep it looking good. Cleaning is generally simple and can be
accomplished using warm water and a soft cloth."
The difference is a fingerprint-resistant finish that also resists water spots and streaking. But...
It scratches
No more and no less than how traditional stainless steel scratches, but still. Keep in mind that in busy
households with kids and animals, it might be hard to keep a scratch-free surface forever.
Selection is still somewhat limited
As with any newer finish, manufacturers have not yet rolled out a ton of options - at least not when
compared to traditional stainless steel. That being said, you will find options from Samsung, LG,
KitchenAid, Kenmore, Frigidaire, and Bosch, which just introduced its first kitchen suite in black
stainless.
Jaymi Naciri for RealtyTimes.com

prevent procrastination. If you
take care of things right away,
you'll find that life gets
simpler. The same goes for
your move. So, get organized
and simplify your next move!

“Your work is going to fill a large
part of your life, and the only way
to be truly satisfied is to do what
you believe is great work. And
the only way to do great work is
to love what you do. If you
haven't found it yet, keep looking.
Don't settle. As with all matters of
the heart, you'll know when you
find it.”
~ Steve Jobs

Just Listed!

4102 Willow Haven Court
Raleigh

3 bed | 2 full bath | 1138 SqFt

Come home to this cute as a button 3 bed 2 bath ranch! Freshly painted interior! Newly
painted exterior! Hardwoods throughout most of the home! Living room w/fireplace.
Updated kitchen with granite, stainless steel appliances and a breakfast nook! Master
with en suite and a walk-in closet! Huge deck for your family gatherings overlooking
fenced back yard.

See all listings at www.searchhomesinraleigh.com!
THANK YOU for reading our
newsletter. We wanted to produce
a newsletter that has great content
and is fun and valuable to you.
Your feedback is always welcome.
AND…whether you’re thinking of
buying, selling or financing real
estate, or just want to stop by and
say “Hi,” We’d love to hear from
you…

Greg Ismay
919-882-6005

www.IsmayRealtyGroup.com

Raleigh, NC

Disclaimer: The information contained in this letter is
intended for informational purposes. It should not
substitute as legal, accounting, investment, medical or
other professional services advice. Always seek a
competent professional for answers to your specific
questions. This letter is not intended to solicit real
estate properties currently for sale.

Ismay Realty Group
808 Salem Woods Drive
Suite 104
Raleigh, NC 27615

