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 Today, we begin a sermon 

series on the Minor Prophets. 

We’re calling it “Minor 

Prophets-Major Message.”  

We’ll devote a summer’s 

worth of sermons to these 12 

forgotten books at the end of 

the Old Testament.  Even if 

you have a well-worn Bible, 

this section of Scripture is 

likely to be in untouched and 

in pristine condition. You’ve 

heard of Jonah and the whale, 

but I doubt you know anything about Nahum, Obadiah and Zephaniah. 

Don’t let this word minor fool you. It refers to length, not importance. 

There are five major or longer prophets and 12 minor or shorter prophets.  

These Minor Prophets are short enough to fit onto a single scroll. The 

intent this summer is to major on the minors.  

    

 Each Sunday, we’ll introduce a different Minor Prophet to you. We’ll 

preach on a representative passage from each prophet and invite you, in 

the coming week, to follow the reading schedule in our daily devotional. 

Since these books are anywhere from 21 verses to 14 chapters, your 

homework will be altogether manageable.    

 

 If you devote yourself to these Minor Prophets, it could shift your 

center of gravity. It could alter what you think about. It could change the 

trajectory of your life.  

  

 Hosea is a Biblical prophet who lived 2800 years ago. He was sent by 

God to call God’s people (Israel) back to their mission of sharing God’s 

love with the world.   

   

Hosea opens his book with a word from the Lord. God directs Hosea to 

marry a prostitute named Gomer. Please don’t leak this story to 

Hollywood. They’ll turn it into a blockbuster HBO miniseries. I can see it 

now. A prophet marries a prostitute. It sizzles with possibilities.  

  

 There’s no record of any conversation between God and Hosea but I 

hear it. Say what? You want me to marry a prostitute? Really? 

   

Hosea and Gomer have three children in quick succession.  Their eldest 

son is named Jezreel whose name means “God plants.” God plants this 
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city in the desert as an oasis, but subsequent kings commit horrible acts of 

violence there. It would be like calling a child Hiroshima or Auschwitz 

today.  Their daughter’s name Lo-Ruhamah means “not loved” and their 

second son’s name Lo-Ammi means “not my people.” If you think there 

must be more to this story than meets the eye, you’re on to something.  

 

 It isn’t long before Hosea’s 

wife is back on the streets, 

plying her trade. When she 

becomes a slave to her pimp, 

God tells Hosea, “Go, show 

your love to your wife again, 

although she has played the 

harlot.”  So, Hosea buys her 

back for 15 shekels of silver 

and 10 bushels of barley. 

   

 If you are thinking this whole story sounds rather paternalistic, well, it 

is paternalistic. In the 8th century BC, marriage was the exclusive domain 

of men. Men held all the cards where marriage is concerned. The marriage 

of Hosea and Gomer is a metaphor. Just as Hosea buys Gomer back, so 

God buys us back. 

 

 For some, this story of infidelity hits close to home. You have 

experienced firsthand the deleterious effects of what infidelity can do to 

marriage and family life.   

 

 You may remember Elizabeth Edwards, who was married to Senator 

John Edwards. He ran for president in 2008, but the campaign ended 

prematurely when news surfaced that he was having an affair with a 

campaign staff worker with whom he fathered a child. The news hit 

Elizabeth hard since her father was rumored to be a philanderer also. 

When she and John became serious, she told him, “I don’t need flowers or 

jewelry. I don’t care about vacations or a nice car. But I need you to be 

faithful.”   

 

 God tells his people, I need you to be faithful. Fortunately, God doesn’t 

offer us a contract. Most business deals are sealed with contracts. Business 

contracts are binding only so long as both parties agree to it. If one party 

breaks the contract, the deal is off the table.   

 

Instead, what God offers people is something called a covenant. A 

covenant is comparable to the ties that bind parents and children together. 
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If a child violates the terms of the covenant, a parent doesn’t say, “Well, 

that’s it.  You’re out of the family.”  There’s nothing a child can do to 

abrogate the terms of the covenant.  

 

 When the people of God 

mess up, God is faithful to the 

covenant. That’s how God 

can say to Israel, despite their 

infidelity, “I will betroth you 

to me forever. I will betroth 

you in righteousness and 

justice, in love and 

compassion. I will betroth 

you in faithfulness and you 

will know the Lord” (2:19-20).  Even the names of their children will be 

reversed. Jezreel will be restored like one who is planted by God. Their 

daughter “not loved” will become “loved” and their son “not my people” 

will become “my people.”    

    

    God buys us back just as Hosea buys Gomer back. We read in 1st Peter, 

“It is not with perishable things such as gold or silver that you were 

redeemed from an empty way of life…but with the precious blood of 

Christ” (1:19).  

  

 Maybe you’ve drifted away from God or you’ve said or done something 

you now regret.  Our sins don’t disqualify us from God’s love. The Bible 

calls it grace.   

 

 I’d like to widen the lens of Hosea to think with you about the 

community of the church.  Hosea indicates that it’s possible for whole 

communities to lose their way.   

    

 Recently, I came across the 

original mission of Harvard 

University, one of the most 

revered institutions in America 

today. Harvard’s original 

mission statement adopted in 

1643 states: “Let every student 

be plainly instructed and 

earnestly pressed, to consider 
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well [that] the main end of his life and studies is to know God and Jesus 

Christ who is eternal life (John 17:3) and therefore to know Christ is the 

bottom as the only foundation of all sound knowledge and learning.”   

 

 Today’s mission of Harvard is strikingly different: “Harvard strives to 

create knowledge, to open the minds of students to that knowledge and to 

enrich students to take advantage of their educational opportunities.”   I’d 

say there is considerable slippage between their original mission and their 

revised statement. The same is true in the Harvard University seal.  The 

original seal or motto of Harvard University was “truth for Christ and the 

church.” Its current motto has eliminated any reference to Christ and the 

church. I’m not picking on Harvard.  We could select most any church-

related college in America today to observe a similar pattern.   

 

 Vienna Presbyterian has a 

mission: “Becoming like Christ 

together for the world.”  We 

affirm three core beliefs: Jesus is 

Lord, Scripture is our authority 

and everyone is called to follow 

Jesus. It’s challenging to remain 

true to our mission in a time of 

rapid cultural change.  Secularity 

is taking America by storm.   

 

There are substantial issues facing church and culture right now. I could 

illustrate the point any number of ways, but let me do so by identifying the 

hot button issue in our day; that of same sex marriage. This issue is so 

controversial that the mere mention of it sends people into a highly 

reactive, emotional state.   

 

Marriage is hardly an ancillary concern in Scripture. Genesis tells us 

that marriage is the first institution in human society. For my devotional 

reading today, I read the 2nd chapter of Malachi, one of the 12 Minor 

Prophets. Malachi addresses his concerns to husbands who break faith 

with the wife of their youth. In other words, Scripture is as concerned 

about issues related to heterosexual marriage, like infidelity and divorce, 

as it is to matters related to homosexual people. 

   

That said, questions about marriage will be before the General 

Assembly of our PCUSA denomination this summer. It’s entirely possible 

that a few weeks from now our highest governing body will change the 

definition of marriage to “two persons.”   
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 Our leadership body, the 

Session, has been 

anticipating this coming 

controversy. Over the past 

year, we have been engaged 

in a discernment process. 

Our goal, as we address any 

issue, is to discern God’s 

will for our church. To this 

end, we are considering three 

questions: What do we 

believe Scripture teaches 

about marriage?  What will be our response if General Assembly redefines 

marriage this summer? How can we as a Christian community respect and 

live with each other despite our differences?  

 

 Let me address these three questions briefly.  Since I don’t have time to 

deal with all three questions, let me express one overarching concern 

related to each question.   

 

 The first question concerns what Scripture teaches about marriage. As I 

listen to Christians of various persuasions debate these matters, I am 

struck by how often we default to matters of personal opinion and experi-

ence and how little time is given to what Scripture actually teaches about 

marriage. One of our three core beliefs is the authority of Scripture.  

    

 The second question concerns our denomination connection. The 

decision to redefine marriage will undoubtedly be agreeable to some of 

you and grieve others of you.  Look, there are essentially three options for 

our church.  1. We can stay the course and continue to bear faithful 

witness within our denomination.  2. We can become minimalists about 

our denomination. We can support the PCUSA whenever possible and 

differentiate from it whenever necessary.  As such, we can seek new 

affinity with churches who share our approach to ministry.  3. Or we could 

initiate a process to transfer to another denomination. 

   

 The third question has to do with how we maintain our connection with 

each other.  Scripture has as much to say about how we live in community 

as it does our core convictions.  I’m troubled about the precipitous loss of 

civility in our day. I want to serve a community that can talk about the 

social issues of our day with respect and civility. I have witnessed this past 
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year how God has used graciousness among our elders on Session to lead 

the body of Christ.  

       

 Our covenant-keeping God will lead us through this turmoil as He has 

the past. There are any number of big issues facing our fellowship. Yes, it 

will be difficult. Yes, we will be tempted to check out. But no, this 

covenant-keeping God will not desert us. It’s no coincidence that we will 

sing “Great is Thy Faithfulness” to close our worship. God will keep this 

church.  God will keep us.      

     

         

                      
     

    

       


