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How can you 

affect the 

situation to 

soften the 

impact when 

worlds collide 

and bring 

hope?

 

here have been a variety 

of books and movies 

over the years given the 

title, “When Worlds Collide.” 

As far as I know, the first was a 

1933 science fiction novel. It 

features Sven Bronson, an 

astronomer who discovers two 

rogue planets coming into the 

solar system, the planets Bron-

son Alpha and Bronson Beta. 

He predicts the planet Bronson 

Alpha would hit the earth 

annihilating it and Bronson 

Beta was suitable for human 

life, if they could get there. The 

book is all about the race to get 

a rocket ship to Bronson Beta 

before the destruction of Planet 

Earth when worlds collide. If 

something is coming at you that 

you cannot avoid and that will 

hurt you if it hits you, you are 

motivated to get out of there 

and get to a safe place! But 

what happens when, for what-

ever reason, you cannot leave 

or do not want to leave or 

simply choose not to leave? 

How can you affect the situa-

tion to soften the impact when 

worlds collide and bring hope? 

 At this point in our study of 

the story of David, King Saul is 

dead and his kingdom, known 

as Israel (comprised of the 

eleven northern tribes of Israel), 

was now led by Saul’s only 

living son, Ish-bosheth, who 

was under the control of Abner,  

 

the leader of the army. The 

twelfth tribe, Judah, was 

David’s tribe and they have 

recognized David as king. 

While they are all Hebrews, 

huge tensions still existed 

between the two kingdoms, 

Israel and Judah. One day, the 

two armies meet―led by Abner 

for Ish-Bosheth (Israel) and 

Joab for David (Judah). What 

happens is extremely vivid and 

sad. It paints a picture I want 

you to remember. 

 Abner son of Ner, and the 

servants of Ishbaal son of Saul, 

went out from Mahanaim to 

Gibeon. Joab son of Zeruiah, 

and the servants of David, went 

out and met them at the pool of 

Gibeon. One group sat on one 

side of the pool, while the other 

sat on the other side of the 

pool. Abner said to Joab, ‘Let 

the young men come forward 

and have a contest before us.’ 

Joab said, ‘Let them come 

forward.’ So they came forward 

and were counted as they 

passed by, twelve for Benjamin 

and Ishbaal son of Saul, and 

twelve of the servants of David. 

[It reads like they line up like 

the two sides of a football 

game, each man opposite a 

man] Each grasped his oppo-

nent by the head, and thrust his 

sword in his opponent’s side; 

so they fell down together. 

Therefore that place was called  
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What happens 

when an 

irresistible, 

unstoppable 

force meets an 

immovable 

object?  

 

 

 

 

They 

annihilate 

each other.

“The Field of Swords,” which 

is at Gibeon” (2 Samuel 2:12-

16).   

 Two opposing people grab 

each another by the head, kill 

each other and all fall down 

dead. They named that place, 

“The Field of Swords.” Do you 

think that kind of behavior was 

limited to that day? Why do we 

see so much inflexible behavior 

in America today at every level 

of our society and not just in 

the recent political struggles we 

all witnessed but also in our 

homes, among our friends and 

in our places of employment. 

There is a paradox in physics 

known as the irresistible force 

paradox. What happens when 

an irresistible, unstoppable 

force meets an immovable ob-

ject? The answer is simple but 

profound. They annihilate each 

other. During the Cold War we 

often heard the term MAD, 

Mutually Assured Destruction. 

If we have enough weapons of 

mass destruction and our 

enemy does, too, then neither 

one of us will attack the other 

for fear of being annihilated 

ourselves. But what if both 

sides still want to grab the 

other’s head and push in the 

sword? As Dr. Phil would say, 

“How’s that working for you?”  

After the battle of the Field of 

Swords, the men of David, 

under Joab, chased the men of 

Saul, under Abner, killing over 

three hundred of them. Then, 

this happened: Then Abner 

called to Joab, “Is the sword to 

keep devouring forever? Do 

you not know that the end will 

be bitter? How long will it be 

before you order your people to 

turn from the pursuit of their 

kinsmen?” Joab said, “As God 

lives, if you had not spoken, the 

people would have continued to 

pursue their kinsmen, not stop-

ping until morning.” Joab 

sounded the trumpet and all the 

people stopped; they no longer 

pursued Israel or engaged in 

battle any further (2 Samuel 

2:26-28). 

 Two gigantic things stand 

out about this. First, we see that 

Joab’s heart was moved to stop 

chasing and killing Abner’s 

men when Abner said, “How 

long will it be before you order 

your people to turn from the 

pursuit of their kinsmen?” Dale 

Galloway used to speak of 

EGR people―Extra Grace 

Required. People whose be-

havior or convictions or peculi-

arities as you see them are 

somewhere between irritating, 

aggravating or even devastating 

to you. All you know is, if 

things continue on their present 

course they won’t end well. 

Something about the situation 

rises to the EGR level of “when 

worlds collide” when people 

want to grab each other by the 

head and to do each other in. 

 As violent as the confronta-

tion was between Abner and 

Joab, Joab had the upper hand 

and could have eliminated his 

opposition, but chose not to. It 

was an EGR―Extra Grace 

Required situation―and Joab 

supplied the extra grace. The 

armies stood down. When you 

have the opportunity to  



 

 

 

 

 

Conflicts 

within 

families, 

within our 

places of 

employment, 

are often 

more internal 

than external.

demean, devalue or destroy 

someone in your place of work, 

in your family, in your life, will 

you open yourself to extra 

grace from our Lord? Will you 

stand down, stop hurting and 

start loving? 

 The second gigantic thing 

about the conflict between the 

men of Joab and the men of 

Abner is to notice just who was 

fighting whom here. These 

were not Hebrews fighting their 

bitter enemies, the Philistines. 

They were kinsmen, Hebrews 

fighting Hebrews. In the begin-

ning days of the recent govern-

mental shutdown, a commen-

tator in the Washington Post 

simply said, “The government 

of the United States has 

attacked itself!” Conflicts with-

in families, within our places of 

employment, are often more 

internal than external. In the 

case of the men of Joab and of 

Abner, they were all related to 

one another. They were all 

descendants of Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob. All Hebrews. If they 

didn’t know each other person-

ally, they knew of each other 

and fought the Philistines to-

gether. They were family! They 

attacked themselves! 

 It’s one thing when worlds 

collide and the other world is a 

true enemy―enemy of your 

home, your family, your busi-

ness, your country. It’s quite 

another thing when the worlds 

that collide are inside your own 

private personal world and 

suddenly the messiness of an 

EGR, Extra Grace Required 

situation, your well-being and 

the well-being of others is 

threatened.  

 This “grab your head and 

take you out even it if it takes 

me out” approach to life among 

family members was well-

illustrated in the classic movie, 

The War of the Roses. Oliver 

and Barbara Rose begin their 

marriage with a wonderful job 

for him and a fabulous home 

for her. 

 When their relationship 

crashed they both want the 

house. He offers her money. 

She refuses. Their attorney 

advises him to start a new life. 

Instead, they begin humiliating 

each other publicly and 

destroying the house and 

furnishings.  

She nearly kills him twice. 

He runs over her cat. They have 

a dinner to try to make peace 

and end up hanging from the 

chandelier. It falls violently to 

the floor. With his last breath 

he reaches out to touch her and, 

with the last of her strength, she 

knocks his hand away. Essen-

tially, they grabbed each other’s 

hair and stuck their swords in 

each other sides. Talk about an 

EGR situation! Extra grace was 

required and no grace at all was 

to be found. How’s that work-

ing for you? 

 It’s a serious matter when 

you find the worlds that are 

colliding within family or 

among people close to you. I 

once mentioned to you that one 

time I was hiking high in the 

mountains around San Bernar-

dino, California. My cell phone 

wasn’t working because there  



 

 

 

 

 

“Love is a 

willingness to 

be frustrated.” 

 - Bernard Harnik 

 

was no signal, but at an unex-

pected moment, I heard the 

beep of a downloaded voice-

mail. I had received two mess-

ages. The first was from my 

brother, and apologies to my 

friend Steve O’Brien, but the 

message said, “Georgia Tech 

33, Notre Dame 3. There is a 

God is heaven,” and he hung 

up. The second message was 

this, “Stan, this is your Aunt 

Barbie. Is it true my sister died? 

Please call me. 602…,” and 

gave me the rest of her phone 

number before hanging up! I 

was stunned and sad. It was 

true my mother had died and no 

one had called her sister. Like 

the Field of Swords between 

Abner and Joab, family mem-

bers can inflict horrible pain 

upon other members of the 

same family, even if it winds 

up hurting themselves. I called 

my Aunt. It was time for a new 

day. 

 I love a comment Eugene 

Peterson makes about this in 

his book, Leap Over a Wall. 

Eugene writes, “Why are bone-

heads like Joab and Abner 

allowed to take up so much 

space. If God is at the center of 

things, why does history [and 

our own lives I might add] get 

so messed up? The answer,” he 

writes, “is quite obvious, even 

if uncongenial. This is the 

context and company in which 

God chooses to work out our 

salvation.”
1
 Your messy life 

                                           
1
 Eugene H. Peterson, Leap Over a Wall p. 

129. 

and mine are the very places 

our loving Lord is working, 

shaping, healing, helping. 

God’s grace has the capacity to 

avert or minimize the effect of 

worlds colliding in the EGR 

situations of our lives. And that 

is huge news. There is actual 

hope no matter how desperate 

things may seem. 

 One of the greatest experts 

in human relationships I have 

ever known was an expert in 

the art of marriage, Swiss 

psychiatrist Bernard Harnik. 

Bernard offered the most potent 

definition of Christian love that 

I have ever heard. He said, 

“Love is a willingness to be 

frustrated.” I remember think-

ing, “I thought love was the 

emotion of goose bumps or the 

actions of a serving heart. What 

do you mean, ‘Love is a will-

ingness to be frustrated?’” 

Bernard explained, “For 

example, when there is only a 

quarter inch of milk left in the 

milk carton, I throw it out. It 

drives me nuts to have cartons 

with a quarter inch of anything 

sitting in the refrigerator but 

my wife thinks throwing out a 

quarter inch of anything is 

horribly wasteful and it drives 

her crazy when I do it. So, love 

says to me, quit throwing out 

the milk cartons with the 

quarter inch of milk. It 

frustrates me not to do so but 

that is love.”  

 Of course, there are a thou-

sand other illustrations of that. I 

want to move to California. 

You want to move to North 

Carolina. Moving to Phoenix in 



 

 

 

 

 

Human love 

has its limits; 

God’s love 

does not.  

the middle isn’t going to do it. 

Out of love for you, we move  

to North Carolina, though, in-

deed, my desire to move to 

California is frustrated. You 

want a red car, I want a blue 

one. Well, purple isn’t going to 

cut it. Out of love for me, your 

willingness to be frustrated for 

me means we will get a blue 

car. When either of us yields 

out of love to the other, there is 

a frustration that goes with it!  

I’d rather have the blue car. 

You’d rather be in the Caro-

linas. If you have a child play-

ing in a softball game in the 

evening and you are so wiped 

out that the thought of another 

engagement is too much, but 

you go; that’s love. Your pre-

ference to stay home is frus-

trated but the child is loved. 

The graciously accepted 

frustration is a graceful giving 

up with no complaining, no 

pouting, no passive-aggressive 

behavior, no later drawing 

attention to you. It’s a freely 

offered decision that preserves, 

protects and sustains the 

relationship.  

 Of course, the one who 

models this behavior and gives 

us the grace and power to do it 

is Jesus Christ, Who, though he 

was in the form of God, did not 

regard equality with God as 

something to be exploited, but 

emptied himself, taking the 

form of a slave, being born in 

human likeness (Philippians 2: 

6-7). Jesus gave his life, 

allowed his own desire to live 

to be frustrated, that you and I 

might live. 

 And that kind of sacrificially 

“willing to be frustrated” love 

is the grace that guards the 

fellowship and sustains the 

well-being of the relationship. 

Sometimes both of you give up 

a bit, be willing to be frustrated 

that the relationship may con-

tinue. Sometimes it is going to 

have to be only you. The grace 

you offer will always cost you 

something because you are 

choosing to live with some 

frustration. Grace is always 

expensive. The grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ cost him his 

life, yet, in the most profound 

way, the death of Jesus guarded 

the fellowship. It is why we 

may be here today. 

 Bill Bright used to talk 

about loving by faith.
 
At times, 

you and I may feel so much 

annoyance or anger at another 

person that our mood is in no 

way interested or even willing 

to be frustrated on behalf of the 

other. Love is cold. Extra grace 

may be required but we find no 

grace at all. Bill’s point is sim-

ple. Human love has its limits; 

God’s love does not.  

 So begin to love one another 

with God’s love, trusting God 

to give you God’s love as a 

substitute for your lack of love. 

The whole Christian life is 

founded on faith―faith in 

Jesus, faith in the Holy Spirit to 

live in us, fill and lead us. Lov-

ing with God’s love means 

trusting by faith that God will 

give us His love for the EGR, 

Extra Grace Required people in 

our lives, especially when our 

own inclinations are anything 



 

 

 

 

 

So, ask God 

for His love 

and act in 

accord with 

God’s love 

and not your 

frustration. 
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but to act in a loving way. So, 

ask God for His love and act  

in accord with God’s love and 

not your frustration. 

Bill liked to challenge 

people to make a list of all the 

individuals they do not like, to 

use the image in 2 Samuel, all 

those people you’d like to 

“grab by the head and let ’em 

have it.” I suggest you make 

such a list and begin to love 

them with God’s love, to be 

willing to be frustrated out of 

love when extra grace is 

required. Pray, “Lord, I do not 

like this person. In fact, I am 

angry or annoyed with him or 

her. I ask you to give me your 

love for this person and the 

grace for me to behave in 

accord with your love and not 

in accord with my feelings.”  

You have a choice: Behave 

like the boneheads Joab and 

Abner, who had their people 

grab each other by the head and 

do each other in. Or, in the 

EGR moments of your life, you 

may choose to ask God by faith 

to give you His love and His 

extra grace for the situation and 

act accordingly. Your messy 

life will get less messy! 
 

 


