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Wishes aren’t
based on
anything. 

Hope,...as the
Bible teaches,
is always
based on
someone who
gives you a
reason to
believe
something will
happen. 

W
     hat is the difference

between a hope and a
wish? I might be

heard to say, “I hope we have an
early spring.” “I hope the fish will
bite.” “I hope my hair grows
back.” When we use the word
hope like that today, what we
really mean is that we are wishing
for something to happen. “I wish
we'd have an early spring.”  “I
wish the fish would bite.” “I wish I
would grow hair.”  There’s a very
significant difference between
“wishing” and “hoping.” Wishes
aren’t based on anything. I have no
reason to believe we will have an
early spring or the fish will bite or
my hair will grow back. Hope, on
the other hand, as the Bible teach-
es, is always based on someone
who gives you a reason to believe
something will happen. “Yea,
though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I fear no
evil.” And what is that hope based
on? “For you are with me!” (Psalm
23:4). Hope happens when you
know someone will come through
for you. 

Some years ago, I attended a
large gathering of Presbyterians,
known as the Congress on Renew-
al in Dallas, Texas, to study how to
bring about renewal to the church.
My friend Jim Tozer and I had the
privilege of sharing lunch with
Bob Munger from San Francisco,
who taught a class on discipleship
we attended. We had no sooner

found a table in a remote corner of
the huge cafeteria when someone
walked up. "Bob!!" he said. “Jim!”
Bob said. He jumped up, they
embraced, and Jim asked me to snap
a picture of them. I said, “Sure,”
stood up, took their picture and
returned to my lunch. Two minutes
passed and a lady and her grown
daughter walked up. “Bob,” they
said. “Jean and Jennifer!” he said.
Bob jumped up. They hugged. They
asked me to take a picture of them.
This went on every three minutes for
two hours as different people
approached us who wanted to hug
Bob and express their love. After
lunch, I went with Bob to the bus
stop and rode with him on the way
to our hotel. On that bus, people
came up to speak with him. This
man lived in California, yet here we
were in Dallas, and all those people
knew him, loved him. It was an
amazing display of Christian love.
The next morning, I was hav-ing
breakfast in the hotel restaurant
when Bob walked in. I walked over
and asked if I could join him. “Of
course,” he said, and every two
minutes people came up to him.

When I returned home, I men-
tioned to John McCreight, a friend
of mine, about my experience of
seeing Bob Munger’s incredible
network of friends. John said, “I
know Bob Munger and I can give
you some insight. On one occasion
Bob Munger was counseling a man
who was facing the toughest crisis 
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 Hope happens
when you
know someone
will come
through for
you. 

of his life, a very intense, very
difficult situation. Bob finally said
to that man, "I do not know the
answer to your problem my friend,
but what I do have is a heart to
place alongside your heart and we
are going to see this thing through
together." Ummm! Yes! Bob gave
that man hope because he knew
Bob would stay with him. Bob was
a “come-alongsider”–a person who
knew that God’s heart is the heart
to be heart alongside heart. You
discover hope when someone puts
his heart alongside your heart and
you know they will see you
through whatever you are going
through. Hope happens when you
know someone will come through
for you. 

Palm Sunday is all about hope.
It is one of the most festive days in
the life of the church. What fun to
see the kids singing, waving their
palm branches, singing hosanna,
and to remember that first Palm
Sunday and the incredible com-
plexity of that day. Jesus arrives in
the little town of Bethany on the
outskirts of Jerusalem the night
before Palm Sunday. He goes to
the home of Mary, Martha and
Lazarus, his dear friends of the
heart. A dinner is given in Jesus’
honor. Lazarus, who had been
raised from the dead, is at table
with Jesus. Martha serves. Mary
pours a pint of extremely expen-
sive perfume on Jesus’ feet, wip-
ing them with her hair. Jesus knew
she was anointing him for his
burial. The powerful aroma shot
through the house. Every time any-
one in that house smelled that par-
ticular perfume again, they would

be transported back to that special
meal before the week that history
knows as the Passion, passion from
the Greek word for suffering. 

Palm Sunday begins this way: 12

“The next day [the day after the
dinner in Jesus’ honor]  the great
crowd that had come to the festival
heard that Jesus was coming to Jeru-
salem. So they took branches of13

palm trees and went out to meet
him, shouting, ‘Hosanna! Blessed is
the one who comes in the name of
the Lord–the King of Israel!’” Jesus
moves into the Palm Sunday exper-
ience. His public ministry reaches its
maximum and the crowd is gigantic.

 Jesus found a young donkey and14

sat upon it, as it is written, "Do not15 

be afraid, O Daughter of Zion; see,
your king is coming, seated on a
donkey's colt." 

Why were the crowds so huge?
Of course, for many people, Jesus is
now a celebrity and they just want to
catch a glimpse of him. But there
was another reason people turned
out on Palm Sunday morning when
they heard that Jesus was in town.
John continues: “ So the crowd that17

had been with him when he called
Lazarus out of the tomb and raised
him from the dead continued to
testify.” Jerusalem at that time
wasn’t a very big city. One defini-
tion of a small town is a town where
everybody knows everybody or
about everybody! A lot of people
had been present to witness the rais-
ing of Lazarus from the dead, and
the word had spread like wildfire.
People came not simply to see Jesus,
or to “hosanna” cheer Jesus. They
came for hope. They came to see a
friend who had come through for a 



What I find
fascinating
about the word
paraclete is
that it
describes the
very character
of God. 

God the
Father is our
paraclete, one
who comes
alongside to
help. 

friend. New hope is born when you
believe someone will come
through for you!

Last week, Pete James offered a
wonderful word to us about the
role of the buddy in our lives. The
person who comes alongside to
encourage us and to hold us
accountable so that we may live
our lives in a manner worthy of
our Lord. There is a word in the
Bible for this kind of a come-
alongside person. The word is
paraclete.  Words like helper, com-
forter, counselor, encourager in the
New Testament are typically trans-
lations of the word paraclete. Para-
clete means literally, “the person
who comes alongside to help.” The
word alongside is used to translate
paraclete because paraclete has the
prefix para, which means beside or
alongside. Parallel: two lines
beside each other. Parachute: the
chute beside the person. Para- 
church: an organization next to the
church. Of course para doesn't
always mean alongside in the
English language. Parakeet doesn’t
means one keet beside another and
paradox doesn’t mean two doctors
side by side! But paraclete does
mean someone who comes along-
side  to help. Jesus came alongside
Lazarus and gave hope to the
entire city of Jerusalem.

A couple of weeks ago, our
Presbyterian Women here at VPC
invited Bill Lowrey, Director of
Peacebuilding and Reconciliation
for World Vision, to speak. He
was introduced by his sister, our
own Emmy Parker, and went on to
give an excellent talk about

reconciliation as “the” mission of
God. At the end of his remarks, Bill
began to talk about his wife, Linda,
and her early onset of Alzheimer’s
and the challenge that living in the
present with that illness has brought.
He spoke of something of what it
means to cope with it. It was pretty
overwhelming to hear. Then he
began to point to members of the
audience saying, “You take Linda
for walks. You take Linda to her
daycare center. You come and sit
with Linda. You bring meals in for
us. You stay with Linda when I
travel.” And suddenly,  you could
just feel how this body of believers
are together, being a paraclete in the
Lowrys’ lives. Bill concluded by
saying, “You are why I am still go-
ing.” Those who have come along-
side to help and who will see them
through what they are going through
and have given Bill a new hope.
Hope happens when you know
someone comes alongside as a para-
clete to see you through whatever
you are going through.

What I find fascinating about the
word paraclete is that it describes
the very character of God. For
example, II Corinthians 1:3 says, 3

“Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies and the God of all conso-
lation [comfort],” and the Greek
word translated “comfort” is para-
clete. God the Father is our para-
clete, one who comes alongside to
help. Then we read in I John 2:1:
“My little children, I am writing
these things to you so that you may
not sin.” But if anyone does sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, 



May you and I
not miss this
time in which
the Lord Jesus
has come to
us. He is as
close to you as
your next
breath. 

Jesus Christ the righteous, and the
word translated “advocate” is
paraclete. Jesus Christ is our
paraclete who comes alongside to
help. And then there is John 14:16:
“And I will ask the Father, and he
will give you another Advocate
[helper], to be with you for ever...”
and the word “helper” is paraclete.
The Holy Spirit is our come-
alongsider to help! The whole
Trinity is our Paraclete–Who loves
to come alongside us–to help–and
when you know someone will
come alongside of you, will come
through for you, you will have
hope!  Our Lord is the ultimate
paraclete, who is 100 percent
committed to you.

We know of two times Jesus
wept. Once when his friend of the
heart, Lazarus dies. The second
time is reported in Luke 19:41:
“As he approached Jerusalem and
saw the city, he wept over it.” Do
you know when that happened? It
was Palm Sunday.  Jesus is on the
donkey in Bethany, the crowd is
putting the palm branches in front
of him, the cheering is getting
louder, “Hosanna, blessed is he
who comes in the name of the
Lord,” they are getting more and
more excited and in the middle of
all the cheering, Jesus weeps–for
the people, because they did not
recognize the time of God's
coming to them. May you and I
not miss this time in which the
Lord Jesus has come to us. He is as
close to you as your next breath.
He knows your need and he comes
along your side. You can know he 

will see you through whatever you 
are going through–and that is hope!

A friend of mine, Chuck
Rosemeyer, was a world-class
expert in youth ministry before he
went to be with our Lord. Chuck
once told of a time he was working
at a youth camp in upstate New
York. Chuck said, “The kids would
all come in by bus every seven days.
The buses would pull up and the
folks who were leaving would get
back on and take off again. With a
great burst of energy from being
cooped up for so long, the arriving
kids would make a dash for the
beach. We have a band and a
welcoming committee and all the
campers who are leaving are all
lined up applauding and cheering,
This is going to be the greatest week
of your life. Finally, this bus from
Baltimore showed up. 

“The doors open and we’re
screaming and the bands are playing
and two guys get off, go to the
luggage compartment, open it up,
get out a wheelchair, set it up and
then two more guys get off carrying
Sally and put her in the wheelchair
and they take her to the para-sail
beach. Now, a parasail is a para-
chute hooked to a line, you know,
about two hundred yards long,
hooked to a power boat. They strap
you into a harness attached to the
line attached to the boat. When the
boat driver yells “Go,”  you run as
fast as you can run, and the boat
pulls the line taut and the wind in
the parachute will slowly lift you off
the ground. They strapped Sally into
the harness. Two guys held her up 



Sally went to
camp without
hope and
because those
paracletes had
come
alongside her
and stuck with
her, they gave
her new hope
and it changed
her life. 

and ran as fast as they could. She
popped up in the air, the boat
pulled her awhile, then came back
around and dropped her off in the
water. A couple of guys swam out
in the water and carried her back
in. 

“We went up to those guys,
‘What’s goin’ on here? This girl is
paralyzed. What do you think you
are doing?’ ‘Sally’s been a part of
our youth group for years, they
said, She was in an auto accident
and was paralyzed from the waist
down. She has struggled with her
own faith, struggled with whether
there really is a God who loves
her, whether she really fits with the
rest of us. So we encouraged her to
come to camp.’  And she said, ‘I
don’t want to go to camp. All I’ll
do is sit while you guys all have
fun. I’m just going to be in the
way.’ And so we made a commit-
ment to Sally that she would do
everything we do, bar none.’ So
the next day we went down to the
boat dock to water-ski. The water
ski instructor strapped Sally to his
back and got two slalom skis, and
took her skiing. The next day she
went tubing. We put a lifeguard in
one inner tube and her in the other
and took a ride and tried to knock
her off. She went sailing. She went
boating. You know, everything
that her friends did, they did. Until
we got to the fifth day. 

“The fifth day at camp we
climb Ampersand. Ampersand is
one of the toughest mountains in
New York. It is about a 3300 foot
climb. The first 1000 foot rise
covers about a three-mile stretch in
a steady, rising climb. The last

2000 feet are literally like this,
straight up–over rocks, through
gullies and streams and mud, and
it’s all you can do as a normal
human being to make that climb.
And so we went to the folks from
Baltimore and said, ‘You guys have
been just incredible. There isn’t
anything like this we’ve ever seen
before. Your commitment, your
vision for what you want to have
happen to her life, your willingness
to change and adapt and make sure
she’s been included is just incred-
ible. But, you can’t make this climb
with her. Our suggestion is that we
take her part way up to where we
break for lunch and then a bunch of
us are going into town to do some
shopping. It’s right near Lake Pla-
cid.  It’s a quaint town and she’ll
really enjoy that.’

“They said, ‘No. We can’t do
that. That’s not the commitment we
made. Our commitment was 100
percent. She is going to the top.’
They took a backpack, removed the
pack  from the frame and they
lashed a straight-backed chair to it,
put a seat belt on the chair and one
by one those young men took turns
carrying her on their backs to the top
of the mountain. At times they had
to carry Sally over streams of water,
they lifted her up vertical drops,
pressed through bushes and
brambles and over all kinds of rocks
and bumps. When they came
through the clearing and sat her
down on the top of Ampersand,
Hosanna, there wasn’t a dry eye in
the camp because they had made a
commitment, a commitment they
knew would change a person’s life.” 
Sally went to camp without hope 



Hope happens
when you trust
someone to
come through
for you. Our
Lord Jesus
Christ is the
great paraclete
whom you may
trust because
he has already
come
alongside, and
he will see you
through
whatever you
are going
through. 

and because those paracletes had
come alongside her and stuck with
her, they gave her new hope and it
changed her life. Hosanna, blessed
is the one who comes in the name
of the Lord.

Hope happens when you trust
someone to come through for you.
Our Lord Jesus Christ is the great
paraclete whom you may trust
because he has already come
alongside, and he will see you
through whatever you are going
through. As you receive the
elements of the bread and the cup
in Holy Communion this morning,
remember that the Lord Jesus
carried you on his back–on the
cross–his body broken for us and
his blood shed for us. We died
with him, we were buried with
him, and we were raised to new
life with him. Hosanna, blessed is
the one who comes in the name of
the Lord. Lord, we are grateful for
the people you have put into our
lives who have been and who are
paracletes, who have come
alongside to help and to encourage
us. We ask for your guidance to
see with your people eyes those to
whom we are to be come-
alongside paracletes, seeing them
through whatever they are going
through. And Lord, we thank you
that you are the ultimate paraclete,
100 percent committed to us, and
we trust you to see us through
what we are going through. In your
name, amen!” 
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