
Examine Media Influence in VA Political Ads

Distraction 
free! 



Use VPAP.org to view political ads in an
uncluttered, clickbait-free environment.

Note that you can view: 
the sponsor of the ad
when it aired
in which markets it played
how many times it aired 

Do you notice any trends in the content
of ads that air in different parts of
Virginia? 



You can toggle which races you’d like to examine: 
all elections, lieutenant governor, attorney general, or house of delegates. 



You can explore trends over
time within a single election

cycle, examining ads week by
week. You can also do this for

ads going back to 2017. 

From May to November, how
does the language in

campaign ads evolve? 
What is the tone? 

Are ads more negative or
positive? 

Do they focus more on the
candidate or attacking their

opponent? 



Civics & Economics Standards of Learning (SOLs) - Middle School

CE.8 The student will apply history and social science skills to examine the political process at the local, state, and national 
levels of government by: 

b. analyzing campaigns for elective office, with emphasis on the roles of candidates, volunteers, the media, voters, and 
poll watchers; 

CE.9 The student will apply history and social science skills to explain the role of the media and social media and the 
influence on local, state, and national levels of government by: 

e. identifying the source of a piece of media and considering possible motivations or biases of its creator; and 

f. evaluating multiple sources describing the same event or idea and reflecting on the reasons for any discrepancies. 

Virginia and United States Government Standards of Learning (SOLs) - High School 

GOVT.6 The student will apply history and social science skills to explain the process of local, state, and national elections by: 

d. analyzing the influence of media coverage, campaign advertising, public opinion polls, social media, and digital 
communications; 
Essential Understanding: Individuals, interest groups, and the media can influence the political process and public 
policy. 
Compelling Question to Pair: To what degree can the media influence voters during an election season? 



For additional resources and support, visit www.vpap.org/civics 

Essential Understanding: Voters evaluate information presented in political campaigns to make informed choices
among candidates. 

The media plays an influential role in the political process, therefore media literacy is becoming increasingly 
important. 
Compelling Question to Pair: How does the media shape our understanding of government, and can we trust it to 
inform us accurately? 

https://www.vpap.org/civics
https://www.vpap.org/civics

