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Athletic PhilosophyAthletic Philosophy  

Goals of Athletic ParticipationGoals of Athletic Participation  

WelcomeWelcome  

Competition has long been considered a measure of excellence in our culture, whether it be in the business world, in 
scholastic achievement, or in athletics.  Educational sports programs support the educational program and are an ex-
tension of the classroom.  Every attempt should be made to encourage as many students as possible to share in the 
benefits of athletic participation.  While participation is to be encouraged, it should be regarded as a privilege to com-
pete for Byron Center Public Schools. 
 
Being a member of an athletic team is an important activity for the student athlete, the parents, the coach, and the 
community.  Athletics assist the teaching of qualities that are needed to be successful in life.  Some of these qualities 
include: responsibility, self discipline, loyalty, effort, respect towards others, honesty, integrity, self esteem, humility, 
dealing with pressure, commitment, the value of team and the ability to handle competition with enthusiasm and 
grace.  The individual who exhibits these qualities at the appropriate times is said to have character.   

YOU LEARN TEAMWORK – to work with others in a democratic society a person must develop self-discipline, respect for authority, 
and the spirit of hard work and sacrifice.  You accomplish this by placing the team and its objectives higher that your personal 
desires. 

 
YOU LEARN TO BE SUCCESSFUL – our society is very competitive.  You will not always win, but you will succeed when you continu-

ally strive to do so. 
 
YOU LEARN TO BE A GOOD SPORT – you must learn to accept success and not let it go to your head.  You must also learn to accept 

defeat knowing that you’ve done your best.  You must continually strive to treat others as you would have them treat you.  
Through participation in athletics you must develop positive social traits.  Some of these traits worth mentioning are: emotion-
al control, honesty, cooperativeness, and dependability. 

 
YOU LEARN TO ENJOY ATHLETICS – many athletes are involved in athletics for many reasons, the least being the enjoyment de-

rived.  Hopefully, you will learn to enjoy this period in your life and appreciate your personal rewards. 
 
YOU LEARN DISIRABLE HEALTH HABITS – to be an active, contributing citizen, it is important to obtain and maintain a high degree 

of physical fitness through exercise and good health habits.  Your participation in athletics should demonstrate to you the im-
portance of good health habits. 

Welcome to the athletic program at Byron Center Schools.  We hope that all of your athletic experiences will be posi-
tive, and that you, as well as the school will benefit from your involvement in the athletic program.  Participation in 
athletics is a privilege offered to the students of Byron Center Schools.  To be a Byron Center athlete you must do more 
than make a team or participate in a contest.  A high school athlete has to be dedicated, enjoy being challenged, and 
give 100% every day on and off the field.    
 
A student-athlete who elects to participate in athletics is voluntarily making a choice of self-discipline and dedication.  
These are the reasons we place such emphasis on good training habits.  Failure to comply with training and self-
disciplinary rules may result in the consequences and penalties outlined in this handbook.  There is no place in athletics 
for student-athletes who will not discipline their minds and bodies for rigorous competition or demonstrate appropri-
ate behavior and/or sportsmanship.  We are striving for excellence and do not want our student-athletes to settle for 
mediocrity. 



Athletic Code Purpose: 
The purpose of the Athletic Code is to establish uniform standards for all student athletes.  The spirit of the Athletic 
Code is to accentuate the athletic experience while taking into account the athlete’s well-being.  The Athletic Code ap-
plies year-around for the duration of the student’s high school career.  Participation in extracurricular athletics is a stu-
dent’s privilege, not a right, and can be revoked at any time for failure to meet the standards and requirements of By-
ron Center Public Schools and the M.H.S.A.A. 
 

General Rules of HS Eligibility: 
1. Athletes must have current physical exams dated on/or subsequent to April 15 of the previous school year. 
2. Athletes must be under the age of 19 as of September 1 of the current school year. 
3. Athletes must be passing four of six classes. 
4. Athletes must not accept any award exceeding $25 in value. 
 

Practice 
 Be on time and prepare to listen and learn. 
 Lock all belongings in the locker room. 
 Respect your teammates and coaches. 
 Communicate to your parents when practices will be completed. 
 Communicate with your coach if you cannot attend or will be late to practice 
 Physical exam, parent permission, and participation fee must be turned in before a student can practice. 
 

Games 
 Stay with your team and coach at all times. 
 Show respect to both your opponent and their facilities, win or lose. 
 If you wish to not ride the bus home from an away contest, you must fill out the approved form from the Athletic 

Office. 
 Remember that bus rules are the same for athletic contests as the are for school. 
 

Additional Guidelines or Expectations 
Proper Supervision 
Athletes will be supervised before, during and for an appropriate time after a practice or contest.  Once a practice or 
contest has been completed, the athletes are to leave the building as soon as possible. 

   
Team Membership (cut sport) 
In some sports, limiting team size is necessary.  When this occurs, the coach will explain to the athletes the criteria for 
asking the team before practices begin.  Students not making the team are welcome to discuss the reasons with the 
coach.  However, a coach’s decision is final. 
 

Coaches’ Expectation 
Individual coaches may institute other rules, guidelines, and/or expectations for their particular sport not contained in 
the handbook.  These regulations are to by written and distributed to all athletes at the beginning of each season. 

ExpectationsExpectations  



CONDUCT AND VALUES OF A STUDENT-ATHLETE 
 

The conduct of a student-athlete is closely observed in many areas of 
life.  It is important that your behavior be above reproach in the fol-
lowing areas at all times: 
 
In the classroom, a student-athlete should work hard and have good 
study habits and good behavior.  Detentions must be taken care of 
promptly.  A student-athlete must notify each coach of a detention 
or other disciplinary consequence, which always takes precedent 
over practice or games. 
 
During competition, a student-athlete must always exhibit good 
sportsmanship.  Use of profanity or illegal tactics is strictly forbidden 
and will not be tolerated.  Student-athletes are not to argue with or 
show disrespect toward officials, coaches, teammates, opponents or 
any adult personnel.  Disciplinary actions will be left up to the discre-
tion of the coach. 
 
On trips, student-athletes directly represent the community, school 
and coaches.  Therefore, it is expected that all concerned will dress in 
an acceptable manner when traveling and conduct themselves on 
the bus in a respectful manner. 
 
A student-athlete must respect school property and equipment at all 
times.  If the student-athlete destroys, loses or steals equipment, s/
he is taking from themselves, teammates and the school, entity or 
person that owned the equipment.  Each student-athlete is financial-
ly responsible for destruction of equipment or loss of property.  Stu-
dent-athletes and parents will be notified by the coach, of any item 
that is missing or that needs to be replaced due to loss or destruc-
tion.  Student-athletes who intentionally destroy or damage school 
property or equipment, are subject to disciplinary sanctions up to 
and including loss of the privilege of participating in athletics, sus-
pension or expulsion from school and/or referral to appropriate law 
enforcement authorities 

 

Penalties for Violations (regular season) 
 
First violation:  Will bring a suspension of 25% to 50% of all the 

interscholastic dates in present or future sport season.   
Second violation: Will bring a suspension from all athletics for 

50% to 75% of the current or future sport season or any 
part thereof.   

Third violation:  Will bring a suspension from all athletics for 1 
calendar year or any part thereof.  This includes practice 
and competition.  

Fourth violation:  Suspension from all athletics for the remain-
der of high school career. 

 
Depending on the date of the violation, suspension may run into 

two sport seasons, to fulfill a full sport season.  This will be 
determined by using the percentage (%) of the penalty.  
Byron Center Public Schools reserves the right to assess 
discipline at any step of this policy for serious violations of 
its provisions. 

Athletic CodeAthletic Code  
ATTENDANCE REGULATIONS 

 
A student-athlete must be present in school for at least Three 
(3) class periods of the school day on the day of interscholas-
tic competition in order to compete in that day’s activities (i.e. 
practice, games, etc.) The principal or athletic director may 
grant exceptions. (i.e. Doctor appointment, funerals, family 
emergencies, etc.)  If a student-athlete goes home sick and 
doesn’t return, s/he will not be allowed to participate in prac-
tice or competition. 
 
If the absence is inadvertently overlooked and the student-
athlete participates in a contest, s/he must miss the next 
scheduled contest. 

 
Prohibited Conduct or Activities 

 
A student-athlete shall not: 
 

 Use or possess any tobacco or tobacco products at any-
time either during or outside of the season.  This would 
include, but is not limited cigarettes, cigars, smokeless & 
chewing tobacco. 

 Attempt to obtain, use, or possess alcoholic beverages or 
malt beverages. 

 Use, possess, purchase or sale of other illegal substances 
or illegal look-a-like drugs. 

 Use any drug, medication or food supplement in a way 
not prescribed by the manufacturer or a physician. 

 Use or sale of any drug, medication or food supplement 
solely for performance-enhancing purposes is prohibited. 
As defined by the department of community health. 

 Student-athletes are not to engage in or be in association 
to activities deemed to violate state or federal law 
(including, but not limited to theft, vandalism, consump-
tion of alcohol, use of drugs, etc.).  

 Student-athletes are not to engage in inappropriate con-
duct at any time during the school year or engage in ac-
tions or behavior that may adversely affect the general 
welfare or reputation of the team and/or school or which 
may endanger the health and/or safety of any individual 
person or group. 

 
 

Depending on the date of the violation, suspension may 
run into two sport seasons, to fulfill a full sport season.  
This will be determined by using the percentage (%) of 
the penalty.  Byron Center Public Schools reserves the 
right to assess discipline at any step of this policy for 
serious violations of its provisions. 



Triangle of SuccessTriangle of Success  

Coaches 
 

1 
Communicate athletes’ roles to 
players and parents 

 
2 

Posses an up-to-date knowledge 
of the skills, rules and techniques 
of their sport, and be able to teach 
them to their players. 
 

3 
Develop fair, unprejudiced rela-
tionships with all squad members. 
 

4 
Allow athletes to develop skills 
and interest in other athletic and 
non-athletic activities. 
 

5 
Give the highest degree of atten-
tion to athletes’ physical well-
being. 
 

6  
Teach respect for one’s self, oppo-
nents, school officials, contest offi-
cials, the media, and the general 
public. 

Athletes 
 

1 
Know and adhere to the Athletic 
Code of Conduct. 
 

2 
Exceed all attendance and academic 
standards as required by Byron Cen-
ter Public Schools and the M.H.S.A.A. 
 

3 
Practice and play fairly, giving com-
plete effort in all circumstances and 
credit in victory to teammates and to 
opponents in defeat. 
 

4 
Accept favorable and unfavorable 
decisions, as well as, victory and de-
feat with equal grace. 
 

Parents 
 

1 
Know and support the Athletic Code 
of Conduct for your student athlete 

 
2 

Refrain from criticizing the coach in 
front of your child.  Have your ath-
lete talk with the coach about any 
concerns first; then you may wish to 
talk to the coach directly if you have 
any further concerns. 

 
3 

Support all attendance and academ-
ic standards as required by Byron 
Center Public Schools and the 
M.H.S.A.A. 

 
4 

Encourage and model “Good Sports-
manship” for all athletes, oppo-
nents, contests officials, school offi-
cials, the media, and the general 
public. 

 
5 

Give the highest degree of attention 
to athletes’ physical well-being 

 
6 

Accept favorable and unfavorable 
decisions for your athlete, as well as, 
victory and defeat, with equal grace. 

 
7 

Concerns should be expressed di-
rectly to the coach, notifying him/
her well in advance if possible. 



CommunicationCommunication  
For the benefit of athletes, coaches, and you as the parent, please follow these communication guidelines: 
 
 Know your coaches’ philosophy for athletic participation. 

 Realize that the coach has many difficult decisions to make during the course of a season. 

 Communicate with your student-athlete before discussing issues with the coach. 

 Discuss issues with the coach at a mutually convenient time.  Please allow 24 hours after a contest. 

 Issues not appropriate to discuss with coaches: 

1.  Playing Time    2.  Team Strategy    3.  Play Calling     4.  Other Athletes 

 
If you have further concerns after speaking with the coach, please feel free to call Karl Nelson, Athletic Di-
rector, Byron Center Public Schools at 616-878-6610. 

Assist Your Athlete – Before, During and After competition 

BEFORE:  Know their goals, roles and needs, and accept them.  RELEASE 
THEM TO THE GAME, THEIR COACH AND TEAM. 

DURING:  Model poise, confidence and correct behavior.   

FOCUS ON OUR TEAM. 

AFTER:  Give them all the time and space they need.   

BE A CONFIDENCE BUILDER. 



Injury ProtocolInjury Protocol  
When Inured: 
 
 Report to the coach AND the Athletic Trainer when an injury happens.  An accident/

injury report will be made. 
 
 Without an accident/injury report at the time of injury, insurance companies will not 

pay. 
 
 An Athletic Trainer will evaluate injury and develop an appropriate treatment plan. 
 
 Parents will be given written documentation. 
 
 Athlete will be sent to a physician if needed. 
 
 A doctor’s release must be returned to the Athletic Trainer or coach before returning 

to practice/game. 
 
 Contact the Athletic Trainer at: 
 

Joe Chiaramonte — 616.878.6675 (BCHS) 



Spectators and FansSpectators and Fans  
SPORTSMANSHIP 

 
It is expected that proper sportsmanlike behavior at athletic contests ongoing and adhered to by all athletes, coaches, and specta-
tors.  The guidelines the OK Conference has adopted for fans will be followed at all school sponsored events, at home or away.  
Cheers and signs are to be positive and respectful, fans should be considerate and courteous, noisemakers of any kind are not al-
lowed, and the throwing of objects will not be tolerated.  Byron Center High School students are expected to follow the Student 
code of Conduct as printed in the student handbook at all school-sponsored activities, home and away. 
 
Administration and contest management will determine if these guidelines are being followed.  Failure to adhere to behavior ex-
pectations may result in a warning and ejection from treat contest, and/or a suspension of privileges to attend school activities for 
a specified period of time.  Disciplinary action will be determined based on prior occurrences and/or the severity of the offense. 
 
Sportsmanship will be a topic that is addressed with the student body and spectators annually by the administration.  The athletic 
director will annually in August provide the superintendent with a copy of the plan of an educational program to promote good 
sportsmanship and a system of progressive discipline for failing to behave according to the code of good sportsmanship.  The code 
of conduct will be publicized at all school sponsored events. 

Thank you for being there for us! 
 
The spectators at an athletic contest play an extremely im-
portant role in displaying good sportsmanship.  As a group, 
the actions of our fans have the biggest impact on how oth-
ers perceive our school and community. 
 
Fans should always: 
 Compliment student athletes in their attempt to learn 

and improve. 
 Respect players. Coaches, and fans of both teams. 
 Respect the decisions of the officials . 
 Cheer on good performances and good effort, regard-

byroncentersports.com 


