
THINGS  
TO DO!
Beyond the boardroom, classroom, 
conference or event, exists a city full 
of excitement. Whether it’s a relaxing 
day on the beach, an adventurous day 
on the water, or an afternoon sightseeing 
and window shopping; Jax makes it 
easy to plan an outing that fits your 
personality.

Here’s a quick guide to fun that’s 
happening in Jax.



EAT WELL: JAX IS A 
FOODIE’S PARADISE!

Get those taste buds ready for a new, 
delicious experience in Jax! No other Florida 
city has more unique flavors than Jacksonville, 
a melting pot of tastes, with a thriving culinary 
culture pioneered by local chefs that have 
been nationally and internationally trained. 
Jacksonville’s food scene is an eclectic hybrid 
of inspired casual elegance and classic 
southern comfort, infused with the flavors of 
the coast and a dash of international flair.

Whatever you’re craving, you will find the 
perfect restaurant for you and your group in 
Jacksonville. From elegant bistros, to popular 
chains, fish camps and everything in between, 
Jacksonville is a destination for food lovers with 
great taste.

#ONLYINJAX When in Jacksonville try the 
culinary staple, the Mayport Shrimp. Fish 
camps and elegant restaurants alike offer  
the delicious dish on many of their menus.



ON THE TOWN: ENJOY A  
FUN NIGHT OUT IN JAX.

After a long day of meetings, Jax has the 
perfect spot to unwind or get the party started!

Jacksonville’s nightlife scene is filled with 
unique lounges, bars, tap rooms, pubs, and live 
music venues for every taste, and every level 
of fun to make your visit an unforgettable one.

With Florida’s youngest population, and an 
innovative craft beer scene, Jacksonville really 
delivers when it’s time to enjoy a night out. 
Dance the night away, enjoy a local beer,  
chill with a craft cocktail on our rooftop bars  
or lounge hop with your group.

So, get dressed up, or dress down - Jax is a 
pretty casual city – and venture out to enjoy 
the city after dark. It’s easier to have a good 
time in Jax!



HOP ON: TRY A FLIGHT  
ON THE JAX ALE TRAIL.

How does the Jax Ale Trail work? Get your 
Brewery Passport stamped at each local 
brewery you visit and receive FREE Jax Ale  
Trail beer gear!

Jax is home to dozens of local breweries, 
including Engine 15 Brewing Co., Intuition 
Ale Works, Aardwolf Brewing Co., Veterans 
United Craft Brewery and Pinglehead Brewing 
Company, which have previously won medals 
at the Best Florida Beer Championship.

Jacksonville’s local craft beer scene is thriving 
and continues to expand. It’s hoppin’ this year 
along the Jax Ale Trail, and we’ve made it 
easier than ever to explore our brews.



ENJOY THE OUTDOORS!  
HAVE AN ECO-ADVENTURE  
IN JAX.

The abundant parks and ecological preserves 
in Jacksonville provide an unforgettable 
opportunity to escape city life and relax in 
nature’s playground.

Jacksonville is the city of parks. With more 
than 80,000 acres of green spaces, including 
400 city parks, seven state parks, and three 
national parks, the city has the largest urban 
park system in the nation. No matter where 
you are in Jacksonville, you are never more 
than 15 minutes away from the eco-adventure 
of a lifetime!

And that’s not all. With 1,100 miles of 
navigable water, Jacksonville has more 
shoreline than any other city in the nation. 
The “River City by the Sea” is home to 22 
miles of beaches, 40 miles of the Intracoastal 
Waterway and the longest stretch of the St. 
Johns River in the state of Florida. Want to 
access the water? It’s easy and inexpensive. 
Jacksonville has more than 50 public boat 
ramps and launch sites. So; hike, kayak, bike, 
camp, fish and explore our green areas, you 
can even go horseback riding on the beach 
or do yoga while paddle boarding.
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GET CREATIVE IN JAX! 
ENJOY OUR ARTS &  
CULTURE SCENE.

Jacksonville is constantly recognized as one 
of the “Top 25 Arts Destinations” in America 
and it is very easy to see why. The city is 
home to Florida’s best symphony, a Museum 
of Contemporary Art (MOCA), a Museum of 
Science and History (MOSH), a Museum of 
African American History (The Ritz Theatre), 
a Broadway series, the longest running 
professional dinner theater in America 
(The Alhambra), and the oldest continuously 
operating community theater in the country –  
Theatre Jacksonville. Jacksonville’s artistic 
vibe is brought to life through our pop-up 
galleries, monthly art walks, street festivals, 
and vibrant murals painted by local and 
national artists. 

Jacksonville is an exciting destination 
where groups can get creative and let  
their imaginations fly!



CALLING ALL  
FASHIONISTAS,  
IT’S TIME TO SHOP!

No matter your fashion taste or your budget, 
there is a perfect store waiting for you in 
Jacksonville – the shopping mecca of 
Northeast Florida! With big department  
stores, outdoor malls, specialty boutiques  
and several antique markets to choose  
from, you can truly shop til you drop!

Trendy boutiques and antiques can be found 
in the eclectic Five Points district. If you are 
looking for unique and upscale boutiques, 
visit the San Marco Square and the Shoppes 
of Avondale.

Find the latest trends all under one roof at  
the Avenues Mall or the beautiful St. Johns  
Town Center. Now go get your shopping on  
in Jacksonville!



CATCH A GAME OR JOIN 
IN ON THE ACTION IN JAX! 

Jacksonville is one athletic town, from the NFL, 
to the PGA, to soccer, baseball and plenty of 
outdoor activities. Our great weather, modern 
facilities and local fans make this city the ideal 
destination to enjoy your favorite sport or 
sporting event. So, bring the running shoes, the 
workout gear, and the clubs. No matter what 
your level of fitness or your sport of choice, you 
can enjoy great active time in Jax.

Perfectly located next to the St. Johns River 
in Downtown Jacksonville, the city’s Sports 
Complex is composed of three state-of-the-art 
and versatile facilities including the Veterans 
Memorial Arena, 121 Financial Ballpark and TIAA 
Bank Field, home of the world’s largest video 
scoreboards. The Sports Complex hosts a variety 
of exciting events including NFL games, minor 
league baseball games, soccer matches, tennis, 
ice skating, indoor football, wrestling and so 
many more.

But that’s not all! The University of North 
Florida’s Hodges Stadium is home to one of only 
a handful of facilities in the nation to receive 
IAAF (International Association of Athletics 
Federations) certification for its track. UNF now 
hosts NCAA Track & Field events regularly.

Feel like getting active? Jacksonville is the 
place to do just that! With over 70 golf courses 
in the city, any time of the year is a perfect one 
to hit the greens. And with over 80,000 acres of 
green spaces to practice dozens of outdoor 
activities like hiking, biking, running, jogging, 
power walking, yoga in the park, swimming, 
kayaking, and many other exciting exercises, 
there is no excuse to keep you from getting  
your fitness on in our city!



BLAST FROM THE PAST: 
HISTORY.

Abundant natural resources, beautiful weather, 
and river and ocean access have attracted 
settlers to Northeast Florida for thousands of years. 
Walk through Jacksonville’s history to see how 
the area has evolved from an early European 
settlement, to today’s thriving metropolis.

As a melting pot of cultures and races since 1564, 
Jacksonville is proud of its vast heritage and 
eager to welcome new visitors to discover it.

Jacksonville is also the first Hollywood. In 
the early years of the 20th century, the warm 
climate, striking natural surroundings, diversity 
of architecture, inexpensive labor, and easy 
rail access attracted more than 30 movie 
studios to Jacksonville. This earned the city  
the title of “Winter Film Capital of the World.”

Historic sites are included in several tours 
available to the public.
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HONOR OUR HEROES: 
MILITARY PRIDE.

Jacksonville is a military town, and we are 
proud to be the home of two navy bases and 
thousands of active-duty personnel and military 
veterans. Naval Air Station (NAS) Jacksonville 
on the Westside is the birthplace of the Blue 
Angels. Naval Station Mayport is located at 
the beaches and contains a protective harbor 
that can accommodate aircraft carrier vessels 
and contains a military air field. The annual 
Jacksonville Air Show alternates between being 
held at the beaches and NAS every October. 
The festival at the beaches features a mock 
land and sea assault.

Another annual event where our military 
heritage is celebrated is the Veteran’s Day 
Parade, held in Downtown. It is the largest 
military parade in the state of Florida. It 
features more than 4,000 participants including 
grand marshals, senior military officials, active-
duty and retired military units, veterans’ 
groups, local high school marching bands, 
military organizations, decorative floats, giant 
balloons, JROTC units and more.

In Downtown, visitors can also pay their 
respects to men and women service members 
at the Duval County Veterans Memorial Wall. It 
recognizes veterans from all service branches -  
Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, Coast Guard 
and Merchant Marine – from World War I 
through Operation Desert Storm and the 
current war on terrorism.


