
 
 



 
 

logger’s Too 

The Video Blogging 
Resource List 

Ahead are the tools that can make your videos look 
absolutely amazing. I wish these had been available when I 
was starting out. Oh, the time and money I would have 
saved!  

You can’t go wrong with any of these tools, by the way. Do 
you need all of it? No way. It’ll depend on what your needs 
are and whether you edit on a Mac or PC (or even edit at all!) 

Have fun making your selections! 
 



 
 

 
 

Macs for “Intuitives”

PCs for “Analyticals”

21” iMac - $1,000 
(anything post 2012)

Inspiron 23” 5000 series 
$600

The 

Notice there are no laptops? There’s a good reason for that. You kinda need a way 
to edit your footage and not get slowed down by your processor. In a laptop, your 
graphics card and processor are on the same chip. That means it’s really hard to move a 
lot of video quickly through the system.  

So you need a desktop computer, where the graphics card can be separate from the 
processor. especially if you’re on a PC. Fortunately they cost less!



 
 

 
 

The Computer Video Blogger’s 

The Logitech C920 
Amazing Image 
Decent audio quality 

$75 on Amazon

It used to be that when you thought about video blogging, you thought about 
sitting in front of your computer and talking to your webcam. These days, video 
blogging has burst out of this older paradigm, but many still prefer this easier and 
faster way of working, since you don’t even have to get out of your seat and there’s 
generally no editing. 

If so, then this is really the only camera I can recommend right now. You get full 
1080p resolution, and with the right lighting, this can look simply outstanding. The 
audio pickup is OK, but I would still supplement it with a good USB microphone. 
(next page)



 
 

 
 

ATR2100-USB Cardioid 
Dynamic USB/XLR 
Microphone 

The way to make your 
audience very, very 
comfortable. 

The USB Mic For Webcam

$60 @ Amazon

If you’re going to be blogging by webcam, then the most important factor you can 
control for is sound. The Logitech webcam is OK, but not nearly the performer as a 
real mic.  

You could spend more, and if you were going to start a podcast, I wouldn’t start 
here, but for video blogging, this is really excellent for the money. And yes, it 
comes with a stand, so you don’t have to hold it while speaking.  

If you’ve been using a headset up until now, try this. You’ll thank me later. :) 



 
 

 
 

The Blogger’s Video Camera

The iPhone 
Amazing Image 
Good audio quality 

iPhone 5, 5S, 6, 6+  Also 
iPod Touch 5th generation

The camera phone is part of what’s driving the video blogging revolution. The image 
quality is pretty amazing and the audio is better than it should be, as long as you use it 
correctly. (Don’t stand more than an arm’s length away when speaking)



 
 

 
 

The Blogger’s Video Camera

The Android Galaxy 
Great Image Quality 

The camera phone is part of what’s driving the video blogging revolution. The image 
quality is pretty amazing and the audio is better than it should be, as long as you use it 
correctly. (Don’t stand more than an arm’s length away when speaking)



 
 

 
 

The Blogger’s Video Camera

The GoPro Hero (silver) 
 Indestructible and  
        Amazing Quality 
        $400 

This is disruptive technology. You might think of the GroPro Hero as a play-toy of 
skydivers and surfers. But any of us can make use of this amazing little camera. And it 
even takes a microphone!



 
 

 
 

Beyond Blogging

       $369 at Amazon 

The Canon Vixia HF R-10 
Manual Control over everything 

The Sony PXW-X70 
$2,300 at B&H 

So why no DSLR cameras on this list? Because you want to catch the action, not spend 30 
minutes setting up the shot. The Vixia gives you control without driving you crazy. The 
Sony takes it up 10 notches in quality by adding sheer film-like beauty and silky 
ergonomics. That means you can move faster without sacrificing quality. These aren’t ideal 
for video blogging, but your skills will improve, and someday…



 
 

 
 

The Sunpak 
This fits into a backpack and you can 
pick it up at almost any department 
store in the western/eastern world. 

It also has a fluid level so you can 
easily find the horizon line. 

The Tripod

$15 

Think of it as the ultimate fashion accessory for video. It’s not glamorous, but it 
can make you look that way. It’s not high tech, but it makes that high tech camera 
look more Hollywood. Don’t leave home without it.



 
 

 
 

The “Selfie Stick”

For Smooth Movement 
while walking 
An electrifying effect for almost 
nothing! 

$5 at Amazon 



 
 

 
 

Steady, Now…

The Joby Grip 
Amazingly flexible device for 
getting rock-solid shots just 
about anywhere. 

$20 

Shaky-cam is a thing of the past. Today you’ve got to be able to get a steady shot 
on the side of a mountain…or in a cafe. Tools like the Joby Grip fit in your pocket 
and give you serious skills in the steady cam area. 



 
 

 
 

For “Hollywood” Moving Shots

Suggested by subscriber Nick Burman… Imagine running down the street with a 
perfectly steady shot. That’s what you’ll get from this little guy. I used to haul 
around much bigger steadicams, and they were horrific to carry, though they 
were great for building upper body strength. This one gives you all the benefits of 
a smooth shot with none of the physical workout. If you’re using a camera phone, 
you’ll need the Joby grip adapter. (previous page)

Mini Action Stabilizer SK-W08 
The no-compromise solution for 
action shots. A bit more expensive, 
but the gear-heads among us will love 
it. 

$66 @ 
bhphotovideo.com 

http://bhphotovideo.com
http://bhphotovideo.com


 
 

 
 

Good Budget Microphone

ATR-3350 
Super-cheap and good audio. 

$25 at Amazon 

Camera phones are awesome, but sometimes you just need a little help with the 
audio to make your viewer comfortable. Here’s the way to do it for practically 
nothing.



 
 

 
 Nady 

$170 @ B&H 

Wireless Microphones

Azden $149 @ B&H 

Careful. It’s hard to go back to the wire once you’ve tried one of these babies. The 
freedom of movement is a huge labor-saver and releases your creativity like little 
else. And your audience gets crystal-clear audio as well. The only problem is that 
they don’t work well with camera phones.

Sennheiser $600 @ B&H 



 
 

 
 

Mic Adapter For Camera Phones

$25 

A must-have item for any camera phone when a mic will be plugged into it. We 
think the ATR-3350 now ships with this item, but it doesn’t hurt to be sure.

KM-IPHONE-MIC 
Allows headphone jack to work 
as a mic jack 



 
 

 
 

Lighting

Open the curtains and let your window act like a softbox light. 
Is this what they had in mind when they sang “the best things in life are free”?

Best Lighting Source EVER! 

$0 



 
 

 
 

Simple Lighting

150W Flood 

The clamp lights will work, but you might want to add some duct tape to those 
light stands to make sure it all holds together. This is the simplest, least expensive 
lighting solution, other than the sun. But then again, the sun won’t let you shoot at 
night.

$10 ea. @ 
hardware store 

2-3 Clamp lights 

2-3 light stands 

$12 ea. @ Amazon 

$15 ea. @ Cowboy Studio 



 
 

 
 

Basic Lighting

600 W Umbrella Light Kit 

$55 @ LimoStudio 

I think this is a better way to go than the clamp lights, for the money. It’s always 
better to have a special purpose tool when you’re trying to save time.



 
 

 
 

Minimum Equipment List

If you already have a camera phone, this whole thing might be a $25 investment 
that can bring thousands in profit back to you. When was the last time you got an 
offer like that from your financial advisor?

Camera Phone 
or 

GoPro Video 
Camera 

+ 

Joby Grip  
or Tripod 



 
 

 
 

Editing Programs For Video Blogging

For The PC  

Vegas Movie Studio HD 12 
(and beyond) $100 

Camtasia Studio (adds 
screen capture) $299 

I know what you’re thinking. Why would you want Vegas when you could 
add screen capture for no more dollars? Because one is kinda fun to 
work with and one will sort of drive you nuts. But if you’re on a PC and 
you need screen capture, well, your choice is already made, isn’t it? 



 
 

 
 

Editing Programs For Video Blogging

I used to think that Final Cut Pro X was just iMovie on steroids. And for a while it 
was. Three years and 13 updates later I can edit at the speed of sound.  

Time is money. If you’re on a Mac, it’s OK to seriously consider the tool that even 
Hollywood is starting to take another look at. 

Then there’s Screenflow. And it also does screen capture. You would not make a 
mistake by going this way. Not at all. 

For The Mac  

iMovie - Free with the 
operating system Final Cut Pro - $300 

Screenflow - $100 



 
 

 

After Editing: Outputting
A True Free and EZ One-Button Solution  

Handbrake 

Somehow you’ve got to get that video out of your camera and onto the web. But 
if you don’t digitize it correctly, you’re sunk. This tool does it for you for about 
90% of browsers. And the price is right. 


