
    

 
Four Top Rank on ESPN Events Confirmed for 

Virgin Hotels Las Vegas in May and June 
 

Jose Ramirez-Josh Taylor (May 22), Shakur Stevenson-Jeremiah Nakathila (June 12), Naoya 
Inoue-Michael Dasmarinas (June 19) and Vasiliy Lomachenko-Masayoshi Nakatani (June 26) set 

to usher in world-class boxing at Las Vegas’ newest casino resort. 
 
LAS VEGAS (May 5, 2021) — Top Rank on ESPN boxing returns for a quartet of fight nights at 
Las Vegas’ newest world-class casino resort, Virgin Hotels Las Vegas, part of Curio Collection by 
Hilton, owned by JC Hospitality, LLC.   
 
The debut event, Saturday, May 22 inside The Theater at Virgin Hotels Las Vegas, features the 
previously announced undisputed junior welterweight world championship showdown 
between WBC/WBO champion Jose Ramirez and Scotland’s native son, WBA/IBF champion Josh 
Taylor (ESPN, ESPN Deportes & ESPN+, 8:30 p.m. ET/5:30 p.m. PT). In the 10-round junior 
welterweight co-feature, two-time world title challenger Jose “Chon” Zepeda will now face 
Philadelphia veteran “Hammerin” Hank Lundy.  
 
The action continues three weeks later, Saturday, June 12, when undefeated former 
featherweight world champion Shakur Stevenson, from Newark, New Jersey, fights Namibian 
contender Jeremiah Nakathila for the WBO interim junior lightweight world title. On Saturday, 
June 19, undefeated Japanese knockout sensation Naoya “Monster” Inoue defends his IBF and 
WBA bantamweight world titles against Filipino IBF No. 1 contender Michael “Hot and Spicy” 
Dasmarinas. 
 
The grand finale at Virgin Hotels Las Vegas showcases the comeback of living legend and former 
three-weight world champion Vasiliy Lomachenko, who seeks to get back on the winning track 
against Masayoshi Nakatani in the 12-round lightweight main event. 
 
Fans will be permitted inside the venue for all four fight cards at Virgin Hotels Las Vegas. A 
limited number of tickets for Ramirez-Taylor, priced at $300, $200, $100 and $50, go on sale 



TODAY, May 5 at 12 p.m. PT, and can be purchased by visiting Etix.com. Ticket information for 
the final three fight cards will be announced shortly. 
 
“Las Vegas is synonymous with world championship boxing and we are proud to bring that 
excitement to Virgin Hotels Las Vegas through our partnership with celebrated Top Rank, 
offering our resort guests and boxing fans an unforgettable experience,” remarked Gary Scott, 
COO of JC Hospitality, LLC, owner of Virgin Hotels Las Vegas. 
 
“Top Rank is honored to debut boxing at the beautiful new Virgin Hotels Las Vegas with many 
of the sport’s biggest stars in sensational fights,” said Top Rank chairman Bob Arum. “We begin 
May 22 with a genuine super fight, a precursor for the great action to come in June.” 
 
June 12 
Stevenson vs. Nakathila 
ESPN, ESPN Deportes & ESPN+, 10 p.m. ET/7 p.m. PT 
2016 U.S. Olympic silver medalist Stevenson (15-0, 8 KOs) will headline in Las Vegas for the 
third time as he seeks to capture a world title in a second weight class. One of the world’s top 
pound-for-pound talents, Stevenson is tasked with turning back Nakathila (21-1, 17 KOs), who 
has won 10 consecutive fights by knockout since the lone defeat of his career.  
 
June 19 
Inoue vs. Dasmarinas 
ESPN, ESPN Deportes & ESPN+, 10 p.m. ET/7 p.m. PT 
Japanese star Inoue (20-0, 17 KOs) has already cemented his legacy as one of his nation’s great 
fighters, winning world titles in three weight classes and sporting a record of 15-0 with 13 
knockouts in championship fights. He made his Las Vegas debut last October and knocked out 
Australian contender Jason Moloney with a straight right hand that became an instant viral 
highlight. Dasmarinas (30-2-1, 20 KOs) is 12-0-1 since the last defeat of his career, a run that 
includes a 2018 knockout over three-time European bantamweight champion Karim Guerfi. 
 
June 26 
Lomachenko vs. Nakatani 
Streaming Exclusively on ESPN+, 10 p.m. ET/7 p.m. PT 
“Loma” is back. The Ukrainian superstar and future Hall of Famer fights for the first time since 
last October’s showdown against Teofimo Lopez for the undisputed lightweight world title. 
Lomachenko’s return comes against Nakatani (19-1, 13 KOs), a longtime Japanese contender 
who most recently knocked out Felix Verdejo in one of the best fights of 2020. Lomachenko 
(14-2, 10 KOs) won a pair of Olympic gold medals before turning professional in 2013, and he 
then proceeded to win world titles in three weight classes in his first 12 fights. The “pound-for-
pound Picasso” will be giving up roughly five inches in height and six inches in reach to the 
naturally bigger Nakatani. 
 
About Virgin Hotels Las Vegas 



Virgin Hotels Las Vegas is a reimagined and re-conceptualized casino resort. The property is 
part of the Curio Collection by Hilton. The integrated resort intermixes a passion for food and 
beverage with music and culture and features three hotel towers totaling over 1,500 Chambers 
and suites; the 60,000 sq. ft. Mohegan Sun Casino, operated by Mohegan Gaming & 
Entertainment; a five-acre desert pool oasis including a multi-functional event lawn; live music 
and entertainment theater with 4,500 capacity; 24 Oxford showroom accommodating 650 
guests; an exclusive portfolio of twelve food and beverage venues including Todd English’s 
Olives, Kris Yenbamroong’s Night + Market, the legendary Nobu, Michael and David Morton’s 
One Steakhouse, Kassi Beach House from restauranteur Nick Mathers, Casa Calavera by global 
hospitality company Hakkasan Group, the sports entertainment, daylife and nightlife venue 
Money, Baby! from Justin Massei and Mikis Troyan of Clive Collective, famous Afters Ice Cream, 
Pizza Forte by the Ferraro Family and signature Virgin Hotels restaurants and bars including The 
Kitchen at Commons Club, The Bar at Commons Club, The Shag Room and Funny Library Coffee 
Shop. The property is owned by JC Hospitality, LLC, in partnership with Juniper Capital Partners, 
Virgin Group, LiUNA, Fengate Asset Management, Dream and Orlando Development. The off-
Strip playground is located at 4455 Paradise Road. For more information, 
visit www.virginhotelslv.com. 
  
About Virgin Hotels 
Virgin Hotels is a lifestyle hospitality brand that combines heartfelt service, straightforward 
value, and a seamless, personalized hotel experience with the track record of innovation and 
smart disruption that Sir Richard Branson's global Virgin Group has pioneered for 50 years. Each 
property intermixes a passion for food and beverage with music and culture, fusing with the 
local landscape and providing a vibrant and inclusive environment for travelers and locals alike. 
Virgin Hotels Chicago - named the "#1 Hotel in the United States" in 2016 and "#1 Hotel in 
Chicago" in 2016, 2017, and 2020 by the Conde Nast Traveler's Readers' Choice Awards - Virgin 
Hotels Dallas - named the "#16 Hotel in Texas" - Virgin Hotels Nashville and Virgin Hotels Las 
Vegas are now open. Locations in New York, New Orleans, Miami, Edinburgh and Glasgow to 
follow. Virgin Hotels continues to explore hotel and office conversions and ground-up 
development in Boston, Los Angeles, Austin, Seattle, and London. 
  
About Curio Collection by Hilton 
Curio Collection by Hilton is a global portfolio of nearly 100 one-of-a-kind hotels and resorts. 
Curio Collection properties offer travelers authentic, curated experiences through distinctly 
local offerings and elevated amenities, while providing the benefits of Hilton and its award-
winning guest loyalty program Hilton Honors. Read the latest brand and hotel stories 
at newsroom.hilton.com/curio, and connect with Curio Collection 
on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 
 
About ESPN+ 
ESPN+ is the industry-leading sports streaming service that offers fans in the U.S. thousands of 
live sports events, original programming not available on ESPN’s linear TV or digital networks 
and exclusive editorial content from dozens of ESPN writers and reporters. Launched in April 
2018, ESPN+ has grown to more than 12.1 million subscribers. 



   
Fans sign up to ESPN+ for just $5.99 a month (or $59.99 per year) at ESPN.com, ESPNplus.com 
or on the ESPN App (mobile and connected devices). It is also available as part of The Disney 
Bundle that gives subscribers access to Disney+, ESPN+ and Hulu for $12.99/month (Hulu 
w/ads) or $18.99/month (Hulu w/o ads). 
  
MEDIA CONTACTS  
 
Top Rank 
Evan Korn: 516-510-6014 / ekorn@toprank.com 
Gardy Lopez: 787-246-3668 / glopez@toprank.com  
 
ESPN/ESPN+ 
Santa Brito: 646-547-5602 / santa.brito@espn.com 
Ardi Dwornik: 646-547-5612 / ardi.r.dwornik@espn.com 
Paul Melvin: 860-766-5069 / paul.melvin@disney.com 
  
Virgin Hotels Las Vegas 
Kirvin Doak Communications / VirginHotelsLVPress@kirvindoak.com 
 
 
 


