
 

RESEARCH INTERN 

DESCRIPTION & TERMS OF REFERENCE 

Visualizing Impact (VI) is a laboratory for innovation at 

the intersection of data science, technology, and 

design. VI creates impactful tools highlighting critical 

social issues around the world. The interdisciplinary VI 

team is based in Beirut. 

Internship title 

Research Intern 

Internship description 

The research intern will work directly with VI researchers and project managers. The 

intern will be responsible for collecting, summarizing, analyzing, and citing information 

related to our projects and campaigns. The intern may also be asked to conduct 

research related to our business development and operations, such as research for a 

market study. Applications from students with a background in social science are 

especially encouraged. 

Internship level and scope 

This internship is aimed at university-level students interested in conducting research, 

although anyone can apply.  

The internship requires a minimum commitment of 10 hours per week for a duration 

of three months.  

Primary Responsibilities 

 Conducting exploratory research on social issues; 

 Summarizing research, including providing background, context, and key facts 

and statistics; 

 Creating accurate citations for all sources; 

 Reporting to the VI researchers and Project Managers; 

 Meeting deadlines; 

 Researching solutions to problems we face in the office environment; 

 Assisting in content development for workshops and other events; 

 Contributing to writing for projects and proposals. 

 



 

Requirements 

Required 

 Highly organized, self-motivated, and deadline oriented; 

 Independent – capable of following direction but does not require constant 

supervision; 

 Willing to refine tasks repeatedly based on team feedback until goals have been 

met; 

 Excellent writing skills; 

 Proficient in Microsoft Office and internet literate; 

 Fluent in written and spoken English. 

Preferred 

 Background in social science; 

 Prior research experience; 

 Proficient in Arabic. 

Job location 

This job requires the candidate to be based in the VI office in Beirut or Toronto.  

Equipment 

The applicant is expected to use his or her own laptop computer. Printer, scanner and 

stationary are available at the office. 

Compensation 

Internships are unpaid. A small stipend may be available for exceptional candidates 

who decide to commit beyond the 20 hours per week/three month minimum. An 

allowance may be granted for transportation costs within Beirut or Toronto. 

 

 

This document is a job description and holds the key points of Visualizing Impact’s 

agreement with interns. It is not a contract. 

 

 



 

HOW TO APPLY  

Submission 

Applications will be accepted online on a rolling basis at visualizingimpact.org/jobs 

Applications not including all three items below will not be considered. 

1. CV 

2. Cover Letter  

-Address your cover letter to ‘VI HR team’; 

-In your cover letter, tell us how you will add value to our team; 

-Cover letters that appear ‘generic’ (i.e. not informed by your knowledge of our 

work) will detract from your overall application. 

3. Your Responses to the online questionnaires 

4. Your response to the following research task 

 

TASK: PALESTINIAN ECONOMY 

Compile a research briefing on the economic restrictions faced by Palestinians under 

occupation in the West Bank and Gaza. Your briefing should include a spreadsheet of 

tabulated facts and figures from reliable local and international sources, and one A4 

page of explanatory text, making reference to the most striking data. For data, be sure 

to provide sources and dates, and explanatory notes where necessary. 

 

In this task, we are looking for a strong balance of thoroughness, conciseness, data 

aggregation and socio-political context. Further, we prefer a journalistic approach with 

a clear, compelling and structured overall story (what's the big picture? how do the 

facts fit into this?), as opposed to a dispassionate academic approach or fact-sheet 

style. Feel free to focus in on one issue that hints at the overall picture rather than 

trying to explain everything. 

 

Possible starting points for research: 

World Bank, IMF and UN data 

Al-Shabaka, Critical policy analysis on economic issues 

ARIJ, Economic costs of Israeli occupation for oPt 

Who Profits, Database of companies profiting from Israeli occupation 

Russell Tribunal on Palestine, International corporate complicity in Israeli violations 

Aid Data, Open data on international aid 

 

http://al-shabaka.org/policy-brief/economic-issues
http://www.un.org/depts/dpa/qpal/docs/2012Cairo/p2%20jad%20isaac%20e.pdf
http://www.whoprofits.org/
http://www.russelltribunalonpalestine.com/en/sessions/london-session/findings
http://aiddata.org/

