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Villa Wolf 2021 Vintage Harvest Report
“Hard work pays off in the end”

WACHENHEIM/WEINSTRASSE, GERMANY 

If you are convinced that global warming only works in one 

direction, then a vintage like 2021 will offer you a real 

surprise. After six consecutive hot and very dry years, 

things turned out quite differently this time. The year was 

rather cool and moist and therefore presented us with quite 

unique challenges. The fact that everything turned out really 

well in the end is mainly due to hard work in the vineyards 

and a beautiful, warm autumn; thus, you can imagine 

this vintage gives us a particular sense of satisfaction. It 

demanded everything from us, but in return it rewarded us 

with perfectly ripened grapes and wonderful wines.

Early on, we realized that our work in the vineyards 

needed to be focused on providing the grapes with 

enough warmth and light to allow for them to ripen 

uniformly. At the same time, we had to face high disease 

pressure due to the weather conditions. Downy mildew 
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The Forster Pechstein is one the most prized 
vineyards at Villa Wolf.

Villa Wolf Weingut / Villa Wolf Winery

greatly affected the vines and the vinegar fly (Drosophila suzukii) also made life difficult for Pinot Noir and early 

ripening white wine varieties. Unfortunately, when it began to warm up, it remained very wet, at times pouring 

down in buckets. However, the flowering in June took place without issue, thanks to the hard work done in advance. 

When the rain took a break, the wind thankfully blew the vines dry. 

Then, when it really mattered, namely in September and 

October, the sun appeared.  Our feelings went from that 

of great relief to those of pure joy. Starting at the end of 

September with Pinot Noir, we were able to harvest per-

fectly ripened and healthy grapes. The big winner of the 

vintage is undoubtedly the Riesling, which displays 

crisp acidity and very impressive aromas due to the cooler 

climatic conditions and the long hang time. In general, 

our 2021 vintage wines exude a wonderful balance of 

mature aromas, excellent acidity and elegant minerality. 

They already offer great enjoyment to drink now but 

will also benefit greatly from storage. 
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Pinot Noir Grape Cluster In The Wachenhmer Belz Vineyard, Limestone Soil In Hand 

Global warming will continue to be the dominant topic for us winemakers in the future; however, the fact that global 

warming will continue does not mean that new temperature records are set year after year. We therefore celebrate a 

vintage like 2021 as a welcome change, and as much work as the rain created for us this year, it also had a positive 

effect as the empty water reservoirs of the completely dried up soils could be replenished; the vines will benefit from 

this in the next hot and dry year. I hope you have great pleasure in exploring our wines from the 2021 vintage. 

Regards, 

Ernst F. Loosen
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