
Starting point:  

If you have not heard the sermon, please take the time to go to our website www.vcfj.org and listen to 

it BEFORE you start this small group lesson. It will allow you to take notes along the way and be ready 

for the questions at hand. Remember, this is not an exercise but rather a group discussion to help you 

on our Journey to Greatness.  May the Lord bless your faithfulness.   

  

Overview  

• What does “Genuine Faith” (James 1:1-27) produce?  

• What does “Genuine Faith”  (James 2:1-3,12) produce?  

• What does “Genuine Faith” (James 3:13 to the end of Ch. 4) produce?  

• What are some of the examples Pastor used when he talked about choices we can make?   

• Can you identify with any of these choices in your life?    

• Are there other examples in your life like the ones Pastor talked about?  

 

 

1. The Dangers of ASSUMING A POSITION OF SUPERIORITY  

James 4:11-12  

• Pastor shared the Greek word KATALALOE which means “speaking against.”  To help us, he used  

several verses from the Bible.   

• Please re-read: Numbers 12:1,8; Numbers 21:5; Psalms 50:20; 1 Peter 2:12 and 3:16.     

• What are these verses telling us?    

• What types of words would constitute “evil or “slanderous” speech?    

• What does it mean to “speak evil” against another believer?   

• What are some ways a person can speak evil against another person?  

• Pastor shared the following verses about what God has to say about “judging others.”    

 1 Cor 5:12-13;  Matt 7:1-4 and Rom 2:1-3.    

• What do these verses tell us about “speaking judgement?”   

• How is speaking evil against another person judging them?  

• What are some ways in which we wrongly judge others?  

• Why is it important to understand that God is the only lawgiver and judge?  

• What can we personally learn from vv 11-12?    

• What is God telling us?  
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2. The Danger of ASSUMING A POSITION OF FINAL AUTHORITY  

James 4:13-16  

• Why should we be careful about the plans we make?  

• How much of our life is our responsibility and how much is God’s responsibility?    

• What are you guilty of when plans are made without considering the Lord’s will?  

• Based on vv 13-17, describe the right way to plan for the future.  

• Read Eph 1:3-14 What are these verses telling us?  What should we be doing with what we learn from 

these verses? What is the purpose of His will? What are the Spiritual blessings that are mentioned?  

What happens when we know we should do something for God and we don’t?  Instead of gossiping 

and slandering can we forgive?  Are we willing to dispense grace?  What are the truths about the Holy 

Spirit? o After reading Eph 1:3-14, what do we learn from James 4:17?  

  

APPLICATION  

• Have you ever used a well-placed, crafted put-down or word play to make yourself look better?   

• How did it work? What would Jesus think?   

• Have you either executed or been a victim of an attack of gossip, slander, or condescending re-

marks? How did you feel? What did it do to you? What did you learn? How can you protect yourself 

from intended hurt by others while exhibiting the Fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23)?   

• What do false allegations, gossip, and slander do to the church? How is this attractive to other Chris-

tians or to non-Christians? What do these behaviors really do to the Kingdom of God?   

• What is the fall-out from a church that has dysfunction and strife as its focus or function?   

• Why and how do some Christians quickly resort to judgment and chastisement of one another over 

all the other "one another" passages we are called to do, such as "love one another?"    

• Read one of these passages: Matt. 22:36-40; Rom. 13:8-10; James 2:8.  

• How does the slanderer break God's "royal law?"   

• Only God alone is capable, qualified, and is in a position to judge. So, what happens when we place 

ourselves in His seat?   

• How have your judgments of others boomeranged back on you?   

• Have you ever considered that when we gossip, we are putting disease in God's family, hurting peo-

ple, and creating disillusioned saints who, having strived to serve God and others and to do good, 

have been thwarted by those who are evil? What can you and the church do about this?   

• What can you do to help prevent yourself from being judgmental, critical, comparing others to you or 

your ideas, gossiping, or crafting the well placed put down?  

• What would be the right way to help someone with faults? How can you go to someone privately 

with constructive criticism in love, and offer gentle, humble criticism and help that would uplift 

them?  

• What does it mean to say, “God, not my will but yours?”  

• As you make plans for the future, have you invited God to participate?  


