
 

James 3:13-18 

Starting point: 

If you have not heard the sermon, please take the time to go to our website, www.vcfj.org and listen to 

it BEFORE YOU START this small group lesson. It will allow you take notes along the way and be ready 

for the questions at hand.  Remember, this is not an exercise but rather a group discussion to help you 

on your journey to greatness. May the Lord bless your faithfulness. 

 

Overview 

• God called us to a Journey of Faith.  What does that mean for you? 

• What is it that God will use to grow our faith in Him? 

• When we have moments of uncertainty and great challenges, who should we put our trust in? 

• Read Col 1:9-14. According to Paul’s prayer for these believers, what is the evidence of a life worthy 

and pleasing to God?   

• What does this look like in your life? 

 

How does James MEASURE BIBLICAL WISDOM ?  JAMES 3:13 

• James is Jewish and to the Jews what was wisdom? 

• James is telling us that measuring true wisdom, Godly wisdom and understanding is not a matter 

of how much one knows, but what? 

• Read Proverbs 3:5-18.  What does it mean to lean not on our own understanding? 

• How does James say we should measure wisdom? 

• Read Proverbs 4:5-13.  According to Proverbs, what is the thing we should cherish most?   

      Put Proverbs 4:5-13 in your own words and share what it would say.   

• What testimony does the father make to his son? 

• James challenges the wise person to demonstrate wisdom by good conduct (behavior) and by 

works meekness (gentle deeds).  What should this look like in your life?   

• How would you say humility is viewed by most Americans today? 

• What is the difference between wisdom and knowledge? 

• What is wisdom the source of? 

• What does it mean in your life to trust in the Lord more than trusting in your own knowledge of 

biblical truth? 
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How does James MEASURE WORLDLY WISDOM?  James 3:14-16 

• What does bitter jealously mean? 

• What is selfish ambition? 

• What are the five characteristics that expose worldly wisdom? Define what is meant by these terms. 

• How does James describe wisdom that is not God’s wisdom (v. 15b)? 

• How would you be able to recognize, in yourself or in others, wisdom that is earthly?  

• Wisdom that is unspiritual?   

• Wisdom that it is rooted in the demonic realm? 

• What is the result of ‘earthly wisdom?’   Where does it lead? (v 16) 

 

 

 

How does James DESCRIBE WISDOM FROM ABOVE?   James 13:17-18 

• Who fills us with wisdom from above? 

• What are the qualities that are from above?  

• What does each look like? 

• What does heavenly wisdom produce (v.18)? 

• What would you say James has in mind when he speaks of peacemakers reaping “a harvest of right-

eousness?” 

 

 

 

APPLICATION 

Make a chart with two columns.   

 One is headed  “Earthly Wisdom” and the other is headed “Heavenly Wisdom.”   

Re-read James 3:13-18 and find the characteristics for each type of wisdom and put them in the proper 

 column.   

• What is the major difference between wisdom from above and the wisdom of this earth?  

• Think back on your last week and compare your actions with the list.   

• Describe how your conduct has shown your wisdom/works in these columns. 

• In your own words, what is selfish ambition? 

• What damage can bitter envy do to you? 

• What can you do this week to seek God’s wisdom? 

• What can you do this week to plant peace in a relationship or situation which has been troubling to 

you? 

• What is the application of these verses for teachers? 


