
In response to the growing need for high-quality, functional pianos in public schools, and to provide even 
more students with a safe and inclusive community to be outstanding through the arts, the VH1 Save 
The Music is launching the third annual Keys + Kids program, a competitive grant open to all U.S. K-12 
public schools.  

In 2016, the winners of up to 20 available Keys + Kids grants will again receive a package valued at 
$10,000 worth of equipment to support their music and arts program.   

ABOUT THE 2016 KEYS + KIDS PIANO PROGRAM 

WHY IT IS IMPORTANT 
A piano often serves as the nucleus for many arts programs in a school. Not only does a quality piano 
serve general, choral and instrumental music, but it is also used in theater and dance programs. Just as 
a piano once served as the center of a family’s home, a piano magically creates a sense of unity in a 
school, bringing together students, teachers, parents and community members for school concerts and 
performances of all kinds. 

Unfortunately, as a result of their utility, longevity and cost, school pianos are often in terrible repair or 
nonexistent.  

ROLL-OUT 
The third installment Keys + Kids Piano Program will again be open to all K-12 schools that have a 
general music teacher on staff and that have music as part of their school day.  The Piano Program will 
launch with an official press/social media announcement with Keys + Kids Program Ambassador in 
March of 2016 (past Ambassadors include Sara Bareilles and A Great Big World) , this announcement 
will draw awareness for the program, acknowledge the leadership circle and open the application 
submission period that will run through April 29, 2016. Applications will then be judged by a Committee 
made up of members of our Board of Directors, VH1 Senior Staff and patron’s of the Leadership Circle – 
with pianos then being delivered to the deserving schools in the Fall of 2016. 

“It is critical that kids have the tools they need to learn and excel at music. We 
can’t imagine where we would be right now if we didn’t have access to great 
teachers and music programs. We are thrilled to join VH1’s Save The Music 
and help put more pianos in schools.” 

A Great Big World, 2015 Keys + Kids Program Ambassador	  



2015 KEYS + KIDS BY THE NUMBERS 

The following data was captured through the pilot Keys + Kids piano program in 2014: 

56 Applications were submitted 

Submissions broke down as: 16% Northeast, 52% South, 20% Midwest and 12% West  

65% of students at these schools receive free or reduced priced lunches 

7% of schools were K-12, 10% Elementary + Middle School, 20% High Schools, 43% Elementary 
Schools and 20% Middle Schools 

HIGHLIGHTS 
In 2015, the Foundation partnered with Pandora Internet Radio and Channel One News, a daily 
television newscast that is shown to 12,000 middle, junior and senior high school students across 
the country to support the Keys + Kids program.    Pandora streamed a call for entry Ad on web, 
mobile and table from mid-March to mid- April while Channel One ran a call-to-enter video with A 
Great Big World. The winning school’s were then announced mid-May by Nick Lachey on “Big 
Morning Buzz Live,” VH1’s weekday morning news and entertainment series. 

A Great Big World also joined the Foundation and Keys + Kids presenting sponsor Alex + 
Ani at grantee school PS 532 New Bridges Elementary in Brooklyn, NY to celebrate the 
piano program in September. Watch the video here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QuG8CFDOYWc&feature=youtu.be 
 

•  Nameplate on the piano 
•  Special recognition in our community 
•  Inclusion in press efforts   
•  Opportunity for an Executive to serve on the judging committee 
•  Long-term relationship with the school that receives your piano 

Become a patron of the 2016 Piano Program Leadership Circle. Members of the Leadership Circle 
are a select group whose deep generosity serves as an inspiration to others to make a difference.  
Benefits include: 

BENEFITS OF JOINING THE LEADERSHIP CIRCLE:   

DONATION: $10,000  

CONTACT:   Jennifer Dunn/ 212.846.7416/ Jennifer.Dunn@vh1savethemusic.com 
Ariel.Usatin/ 212.846.5220/ Ariel.Usatin@vh1savethemusic.com 
Samantha Manus/ 212.846.4391 / Samantha.Manus@vh1savethemusic.com 
Trell Thomas/ 212.846.4919 / Trell.Thomas@vh1savethemusic.com 


