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Let's open to the book of Genesis chapter 2. We will read verses 24 and 25 

in a few moments. As we continue our 20/20 Vision in 2020 series, we are 

transitioning from work and rest to the topic of family. It is our desire over 

the next five Sundays to look at what the Bible says about family, as we 

want to make sure we have the right vision for what our family should look 

like and how they should be built according to God's Word. I just can't tell 

you what a joy it is to see you this morning on this first day of a brand new 

week as we get to gather together in God’s house. Let’s stand and read 

from God's Word. 

Scripture 

“Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold 

fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. And the man and 

his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.” 

 

 



We’re kind of trained at Hardin for this. If you're new to our church service 

online, you may not be aware of this, but every time there is a ‘therefore’ 

in Scripture, we are supposed to stop and see what it is there for. 

Normally, a ‘therefore’ is getting us ready for what is getting ready to be 

said next because what will be said next is based on what has already been 

said. I fully believe that in order for us to understand the statement just 

read, “Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast 

to his wife, and they shall become one flesh,” we’ve got to understand the 

context of Genesis 2. In order to fully understand the context of Genesis 2, 

we need to remember what happened in Genesis 1. In chapter 1, the Bible 

begins by declaring that in the beginning God created the heavens and the 

earth. God created everything out of nothing, amen. Then, the next 

statement tells us that creation story is going to give us the big picture of 

how God started with an earth that was uninhabitable and how He gets it 

ready to place the first family on it. The Bible tells us the earth is without 

form and it’s void, darkness covers the face of the deep, and the Spirit of 

God is hovering over the face of the waters. You’ve got this uninhabitable 

earth that is total darkness, total water covering it, and then the Bible tells 

us what God did. By the time we get to day three in the creation story, the 

Bible says, “And God saw that it was good.” Can you imagine God just 

stopping for a minute, looking at what He is creating, and how the earth is 

now going from being uninhabitable to habitable? By the time we get to 

day six, God is going to say, “It was very good.”  

So in Genesis chapter 1, we go from an earth that was uninhabitable to 

habitable, and God goes from it being good to very good. Now, what made 

the earth very good? God now has a place for the first family to live and 

they're going to be image bearers of Him, and they're going to fulfill His 

mandate to be sexual, to multiply, to fill the earth, to subdue it, and to 

reign over all of the other living creatures. Then, you know what God does. 

After working for six days during creation, the Bible says God, didn’t take a 

day off, He rested. That’s the rhythm you and I are to have as individual 

members and as families, a rhythm of working six days and then having 

one day of rest.  



Now, in chapter 2, the writer of Genesis under the leadership of God’s Holy 

Spirit zeroes in on what happened on day six instead of us seeing the big 

picture of six days of creation. This is because this whole creation story is 

about God getting the earth ready for the first family. The Bible tells us 

that God takes some dirt, breathes into that dirt, and that dirt became a 

living being. Talk about humbling! At one point, we were just an old clod, 

amen. God took that dirt, made it a living being, gave it a body to relate to 

the world around it, and gave him a spirit so he could relate to God above 

him and with him. He gives the first man a great home, the Garden of 

Eden. He gives him a great job, a farmer, and he's given dominion over all 

the animal kingdom. If I can say this from a man’s perspective, he had life 

made, amen! Get this picture.  

Now, if we were just reading Genesis chapter 1 and skipped chapter 2, we 

would have thought that God created Adam and Eve at the same time, 

possibly. Now we understand that God didn’t create them at the same 

time. He created man first. Guys, if we’re going to have a Christian view of 

marriage, a Christian view of the world in which we live; we've got to 

understand that there is an order in the family. There is order in creation. 

The man was created first, and God gives him responsibilities to carry out. 

But then for the first time, the Bible says that God said, (not God saw, but 

God said) “It is not good.” What is not good? It is not good for man to be 

alone, so God says therefore I will make a helper comparable for him. The 

New Living Translation says, “I will make a helper just right for him.” All of 

a sudden, we go from creation being good to something in creation not 

good. Yet, we know that when creation week ends, it is very good.  

Are you ladies ready for this? What made creation very good? You. Wow! I 

don't know what greater honor could be given as a lady than to know that 

if you and your man had been in the Garden first, he couldn’t have made it 

without you. Guys, do you hear this? If we’re going to examine the first 

family and really have a biblical view of family, every one of us men has to 

understand this: I need her. Let me just personalize this. God knew I could 

not do what He has called me to do, be sexual, multiply, fill the earth, 

subdue it, and reign over my part of the kingdom without Celisa. In my 

core being, I know that. I need her. She knows in her core being, and she 



would say this about me, “He needs me.” Did you hear that? As a husband, 

I need to realize I need her, and a wife needs to realize he (her husband) 

needs her. I want to make sure we don’t misunderstand this. I don’t want 

us to view this through a capitalistic lens where we view it like a man 

owning a business and he can't do everything by himself so he needs 

helpers, workers. That gives us this picture of the man owning a business 

and all of the workers being under him. That’s not the picture. It’s the 

picture of equals. It’s the picture of God creating two people, a male and a 

female, who both together bear His image, and the male can't do what 

God intends him to do without her, and she can't do what God intends him 

to do without her. We know when we get to the New Testament that we 

will see some examples where the Holy Spirit actually calls some people to 

singleness, but I guarantee you that 99.99 percent of us men need a 

helper that’s comparable to us, that is just right for us. Now, I like to kid 

Celisa from time to time and say, “Honey, if I had been in the Garden first 

instead of Adam, how long do you think it would have taken for God to 

realize I needed you?” I want to believe that having the DNA of a farmer, if 

God had specially created me, put me in that Garden, I would have worked 

that garden for years at least before I would have admitted I couldn’t do 

this by myself. I would have worked overtime to get the job done that God 

wanted me to do. Do you know what Celisa quickly said back to me? She 

said, “About half a day.” I wonder how radically our marriages would have 

changed if we men would have realized in the beginning how much we 

needed her. I wonder how many of our marriages would have been 

different if wives might have thought he really needs me.  

So, do you know what God did? To meet the need that man had so that he 

could fill his responsibility to God, He puts man to sleep, takes one of his 

ribs, and creates a woman. I always have to stop here and quote Tony 

Evans. Tony said, “Can God do ribs, or can God do ribs?” Amen, God can 

do ribs! From that rib of the man, He made woman! Ladies, I struggle with 

calling you woman. I don’t ever want to address Celisa as woman, but 

Adam said ‘Wow! At last, this is bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh. I'm 

going to call you woman, for you were taken from man.’ In the Hebrew, he 

says, ‘I'm going to call you Ishah, for you were taken from Ish.’ Can you 

get this picture? Adam has been asleep, now he wakes up, and standing 



before him is not an animal. Listen to this. Once God said it’s not good for 

man to be alone, God brought all of the animals that He had created 

before Adam, and Adam began to name them. When he finished the job, 

Moses says, “There was not a helper comparable to him.” All of the 

different bone structures, all of the different hair, all of the different skin 

types had passed before him, and now he goes to sleep knowing he 

doesn’t have a helper in the animal kingdom. There is a male/female 

version of everything in the animal kingdom, but he's the only one like 

himself. He wakes up and sees a female version of himself. He's looking at 

Mrs. Universe, and he gets excited.  

Relationships in the Home 

Now, probably Moses, under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, takes this 

story and says, based on this first family, “Therefore, shall a man leave his 

father and his mother and cleave unto his wife, and they shall be one 

flesh.” Here's the core of family. Are you ready? The husband/wife 

relationship is the primary relationship in the home. All others are 

secondary. Let that sink in. I hope you don’t do what used to happen to 

me. I've been preaching this ever since I've been at Hardin, and that’s 

been a long time. The primary relationship in the home is the husband/wife 

relationship, not the parent/child relationship. All other relationships in the 

home are secondary relationships to the primary of husband and wife. 

People used to leave a church service where I preached this, go down to 

the restaurant, and word would get back to me that in those table 

discussions people disagreed with that. There are people who argue today 

that the primary relationship in the home is the parent/child relationship. 

That’s not true. The parent/child relationship is important, but when you 

look at the husband/wife relationship, the parent/child relationship is 

secondary. The core of your family unit is your relationship with your 

spouse. Because that relationship is so important, the Bible gives us three 

principles that relationship must be built on. Then we will see this 

expanded as we go to the Song of Solomon and the New Testament over 

the next few weeks.  

 



Leave  

The first principle of establishing the primary relationship in the home as 

the husband/wife relationship is the principle of ‘leave.’ “Therefore, a man 

shall leave his father and mother…” You know this wasn’t told to Adam 

because Adam has no concept of a father and mother. He was created out 

of dirt. What this is teaching is what will make us different from the world, 

where our vision will be different and we will be criticized for this. The Bible 

says based on this first family and the truth of it, a man shall leave his 

father and mother, and cleave or hold fast, and become one. So what is 

the first principle? Boys don’t need to get married. Boys, depend on, are 

relying upon as their primary relationship that parent/child relationship, but 

when you pass from boyhood to manhood, you are now ready to leave that 

prior relationship and begin a new relationship and fulfill God’s plan. See, 

the purpose of parenting is ultimately from that primary relationship we 

have where we’re fruitful and we multiply and fill the earth. How do we fill 

the earth? We start other families. How do we start other families? We 

raise boys to leave us to start their own family. When our boys become 

men, they are now ready to be fruitful, multiply, and fill. What's the first 

thing a guy has to do? He has to leave. This is going to hurt us, shock us, 

but in the original Hebrew, the word for leave literally means to forsake or 

to abandon. Whoa! That sounds hard. We really struggle in English how to 

translate this concept because we know we’re still to be respectful and 

honor our parents, even as adult children. What the text is teaching here is 

there comes a time in a man’s life when you're not depending on your 

parents anymore and you actually start your own family. The way you start 

your own family is by leaving, no longer making your primary relationship a 

relationship with your parents, but with your wife.  

Now, we live in a society in which many men no longer move from home to 

marriage. When I got married, I still lived at home. Now, a lot of you don’t 

get married until later in life, so you’ve already moved off to college, or got 

your own apartment or home. If you’ve already left mom and dad, you 

need to look at it this if we could just interpret in a little bit. Whatever your 

primary relationship is as a single person, whether a buddy, your boss, a 



work associate, you leave that relationship. It’s no longer primary. Your 

primary relationship is now going to be with your wife.  

Now, let me just say you girls don’t need to get married either. We would 

have no in-law problems if children would leave and parents would let go. 

It doesn’t mean children won't need advice or that we can't ask, but in 

asking, our primary influence can no longer be mom and dad. That primary 

influence now has to come from God as we establish our homes. Ladies, 

we have a tradition in most of our Christian weddings where the father 

brings the bride down the aisle, and when the preacher asks who gives this 

woman to marry this man, the father says “her mother and I.” Just as God 

created Eve for Adam and brought her to Adam, we have a dad who has 

raised a daughter into a woman with the help of mom together. That girl is 

now acknowledging that she's a woman and she is leaving her parents to 

hold fast to the man she believes God has brought into her life. I just had 

this thought last night. It’s really hard for a woman to know how much her 

husband really needs her if the man doesn’t even know what he needs. 

Can I ask you guys something? Do you really know why God has put you 

here on the planet? That’s how we need to be parenting our kids to 

understand God has a plan and a purpose for them. One day, our 

daughters are going to leave us to be what a young man needs. When 

they come together, the ESV says they are going to hold fast. The old King 

James says they're going to cleave.  

Hold Fast 

So, this is the second principle. We leave, and then we hold fast. I 

remember when I was at Mid-Continent in Bible College. I was taking 

Hebrew class and I happened to look up this word, cleave, or hold fast in 

the Hebrew dictionary. It literally means to be glued together. I want to be 

honest with you; when I read that, I thought how could that word have 

meant glued together because glue is a relatively modern invention. Did 

you know it really isn’t? It dates almost back to the beginning of 

civilization. Our ancestors are smarter than we thought they were. Here is 

a word that by the time Moses is describing the marriage union, he picks a 

word that means to be glued together. It literally means to be stuck. Have 

any of you ever been stuck?  



I’ll never forget this; this is a true story. When I surrendered to preach, 

Celisa and I decided when we got called to Owen’s Chapel Baptist Church, 

and then we came to Hardin, we decided as a married couple, we were not 

going to argue. We were not going to fight. I can tell you that in the 

history of our marriage, we have never had an argument or a fight. We’ve 

had some discussions. From time to time, the neighbors hear us 

discussing, amen, but we've had some good, good discussions. Early in one 

of our discussions, we were not seeing things the same way, and I could 

not convince her that she was wrong, and she looked at me, pointed that 

little finger at me, and said, “Well, just know you're stuck with me!” if I can 

be totally honest with you, up until that point in my life, to be stuck was 

never good; it was bad.  

Can I brag just a moment? I remember one of the first times I got stuck. It 

was at a motorcycle race, and I was really good on a motorcycle. I was 

fast! It was a motocross race, and it was about six laps. On about lap four, 

I had already lapped everybody in the race, and it was just me, by myself, 

out way ahead of everybody, so I had the race won. I’ll never forget, I 

went down this hill, and it was sloppy mud in this big mud hole, and all of 

us on Yamaha 80’s and Hondas would go around the mud hole, but the big 

250’s would go right through the mud hole. But I had the race won, so I 

decided I would go right through the middle of that mud hole, and as wide 

open and fast as I could go, I hit that mud hole. When I hit it, it went up 

to my seat and grabbed me; I was stuck and I couldn’t get it out. Literally, 

five minutes later, everybody made the extra lap, I'm in the middle of the 

mud hole, my dad is standing by the fence, and he's not looking very 

happy with me. When the race was over, he got in the mud hole with me 

and we finally got my bike out. Stuck is not good.  

Friday, we were mowing, and I was on one mower and Celisa was on the 

other mower. She walked over to me on my mower, I shut it off, and she 

said, “I’m stuck.” “How can you be stuck mowing?” She said, “I went 

through the mud hole. I had to pull her out. Stuck is normally not good.  

Have you ever been in the mud and when you pull your foot out your boot 

stays in the mud? That is what marriage is. You make the choice to not 

just leave your parents and all other relationships, but you get in a 



relationship where you know once you get in that relationship you're stuck. 

You're going to hold on. You're going to hang in there! In order to do this, 

there has to be something in us that causes us to be sticky. How can we 

be sticky as Christians? Here is how we’re sticky. My marriage isn’t about 

me; my marriage is about the glory of God. My marriage is about Celisa 

and I being image bearers of Him. It’s about us fulfilling His redemptive 

plan for us. There's something about being a Christian that when you're 

under the leadership of God’s Holy Spirit, you're not full of self; you're full 

of Him. When you're full of Him, you're empty of self. You don’t see the 

marriage from your perspective; you see the marriage from his 

perspective, or her perspective. In marriage, God takes a male and a 

female and puts them together to ultimately picture the relationship Christ 

has with the church, so you’ve got to be sticky.  

I have to share this with you, and I know it goes against the thinking of 

our country and our culture, but marriage is not for a male and a male, or 

a female and a female. It’s for a male and female. Therefore, in the 

Church, even as American citizens, while the rest of the country may 

sanction same sex marriage, we cannot in the Church. Why is this 

important? It is because it’s the core relationship of the family, and it 

affects all other relationships. If you don’t believe you're stuck, I pray you 

will change your attitude, but not look at being stuck as bad. Look at stuck 

as good, because when you're stuck you realize that even though you are 

disagreeing with her right now or really angry with her right now, you 

know God knows you really need her. If you're a lady, here's what you 

know. Even when he is not being who he should be and not doing what he 

should be doing, you know he needs you; therefore, you're stuck.  

Become One 

The last principle is we've got to become one. There was a time when the 

Church believed that on the wedding night when a male and a female 

came together physically, they became one. Therefore, the Church made 

being one flesh a physical act of intercourse, primarily. I do believe when 

you take that vow in the presence of God, you become one at that 

moment. You then physically consummate that vow, but listen to me. 

Becoming one isn’t something that just happens on the day of your 



wedding and the night of your wedding; it’s a lifetime of becoming one. If 

you're building your marriage on the principle of God's Word, around the 

person of His Son Jesus Christ, you should become more, and more, and 

more in oneness. What this is talking about are two people who actually 

come together in marriage becoming a couple. In this new relationship, we 

become so intimate that it is not me anymore; it is we. It’s not mine 

anymore; it’s ours. We become a family, and the relationship we have with 

each other is the core relationship that sustains the other relationships that 

we have. I want you to remember that when God created Adam, he 

became a living being who had a body in which he related to the world 

around him, and he had a spirit in which he related to God.  

I think in order for us to become one, we've got to be compatible in three 

areas of our lives: physically, spiritually, and psychologically. If I was not 

married and I was a single man, knowing what I know now, I would make 

sure that when I left my mom and dad and another lady’s dad gave her to 

me, I would make sure we were compatible physically, spiritually, and 

psychologically. Praise the Lord, Celisa and I were. We didn’t know it, but 

we were, and it’s made our marriage so great. As I pastor, as I see so 

many families, I see that one of the biggest problems husbands and wives 

have is they don’t have anything in common physically anymore. I mean, 

she married him because he was the hunk of the football team or the 

basketball team. I don’t know if you ladies realize it or not, but after about 

fifteen years, that hunky-ness fades. Everything that was up here moves 

down here, and vice versa. Many men choose their wives because she was 

the prettiest thing he had ever seen. Ladies, know that he really believes 

that and that’s why he married you. We made physicalness be this 

romantic spark. That’s important, but your marriage, your relationship 

needs to be deeper than that. It needs to be built on the truth that you 

need to have so much in common physically that you're actually going to 

spend the rest of your life doing things together rather than separately. It 

doesn’t mean you have to be together 24/7. I was a motorcycle guy, and I 

married a horse girl. So guess what I did…being sacrificial, being selfless, 

we sold our motorcycles and bought horses. Whew! It was the worst thing 

I ever did, but it was the right thing at the same time. And, we rode 

horses. Have any of you ever rode a horse? Ah…I mean I was the 



motorcycle kid. I was the fastest kid in the state of Kentucky, so it wasn’t 

long until Celisa realized that horse weren’t for me. So, we sold the horses 

and we got three wheelers. I can't tell you what a thrill it was to take her 

to Land Between the Lakes and go to Turkey Bay with her on a three 

wheeler! Those first few weeks, man, the husband in me that loved her so 

much would get off my three wheeler at the top of the hill, walk down the 

hill, get on her three wheeler, and ride it up the hill; I loved her that much! 

Then we would ride to a trail, come to another hill, and I would do that 

again. After about two weeks, (she will still remember this story) I was at 

the top of a hill, she's at the bottom, and I gave her the signal to put it in 

first gear, and then waved her up, and then I rode off. She made it! But 

after a few months, I realized that wasn’t going to work, so we got back 

into horses. That didn’t work, so we got into four wheelers. That didn’t 

really work, and then we found it. Cows and motorized Mules, amen! We 

do life together physically; it’s important. Ladies, if you don’t do life with 

him physically, I'm telling you, Satan will put someone in his path who will 

be a temptation to him. I'm telling you guys; you don’t want to let your 

wife go off to work of you and her are not physically one because Satan 

will bring somebody in her path as well.  

There has to be a spiritual compatibility as well. I want to make sure you 

guys know this, and I'm not saying we’re doing this right, but Celisa and I 

are spiritually compatible. We’re both Christians, we’re both growing in our 

relationship with Christ, but we do not do Bible studies together, we do not 

pray together every day, but there isn’t a day that goes by that we don’t 

discuss what we’re praying about and what we’re studying in God's Word. 

My greatest moment is to wake up every morning and see my wife fix her 

cup of coffee and get back in bed with her Bible and notebook. I let her 

have about twenty or thirty minutes with God. Then I ask her, “How’s is 

going with you and the Lord?” “What kind of day did you and Him have 

today?” She asks me the same thing. Can I tell you who is going to notice 

if I start to slip in relationship with God after God knows it? It’s going to be 

her. Would you notice it about your spouse? See, we’re not going to be 

intimate, physically only, we need to be intimate, spiritually. We need to 

share this spiritual life together.  



Thirdly, there needs to be psychological compatibility. Her personality and 

my personality; we understand each other. Oh, there are times when we 

want to be right, but every time she wants to be right and I want to be 

right, usually the other one gets hurt. Instead of striving to be right, we 

want to be righteous. In being righteous before God and before her, we 

know what each other needs, whether it be that encouragement, or that 

critique. I want to say this about her…she is my biggest encourager. I 

appreciate the text you send me, I appreciate the compliments you give 

me, but I just want you to know they are important, but there is one I wait 

for every week, and it is from her. She's learned about my personality that 

I get my feelings hurt, so when she's going to critique me for something, 

she waits until after she's encouraged me. Then when she critiques, it 

makes me a better man. It helps me fulfill what God has called me to do, 

because if have her in my life. I'm not saying this is right because we’re all 

different, but if you ask me who my best friend is, I'm not going to quote 

the name of a man; I'm going to quote the name of my wife. When the 

Bible talks about us becoming one, it’s talking about you becoming intimate 

with the person you're married to, so intimate, that physically, spiritually, 

and psychologically, you are best friends. This is what sustains the 

parent/child relationship. This is what sustains the work relationship. This is 

what the Church is built on. This is what our nation is built on…family.  

We've seen the first family. I asked you to put family first. When you put 

family first, the first relationship you put first is the relationship, not with 

them, but with her, or with him, and then, you will be what you need to be 

for them.  

 


