
The Many are One Body

 
Romans 12:5-6 

 

 

I want you to imagine when you're at the doctor’s office. The doctor says 

I'm sorry, but there's a chance you're going to die. You have a disease that 

could lead to your death, but I have good news; I have a cure. The cure is 

you have to give up one of your body parts. It’s kind of a weird cure, but 

it’s the only way you can cure this. The good news is you get to pick which 

body part it is. The doctor asks you to pick which body part you would like 

me to remove to save your life. I want you to pretend like you're in that 

situation. Which body part would you donate in order to continue to live? 

Would it be a finger, a toe, maybe an ear since you have two, maybe one 

of your eyes, maybe your nose, tongue? Which body part would you give 

up? You can say your spleen…you have to give up a visible body part in 

order to save your life. I have a feeling you're having trouble deciding 

which body part to give up in order to continue living. The truth is all of our 

body parts are important. They all serve a function. We might not have 

thought about our middle toe today, but when we think about a doctor 

cutting it off, we cringe because we instinctively know we would love all 

ten of our toes. I bring that up because what we’re going to see in Romans 



chapter 12 is Paul using this illustration of a human body to talk about us 

as the Church. One of the big points is every single body part is important 

to the whole body. The reality is though there are many body parts, there 

is only one body, and of that one body, every body part matters. What I 

hope settles into your conscience today is if you're part of the bride of 

Christ, the Church, you matter. You're a member, a part of the bride of 

Christ. No matter what part you serve, your role is important. You're as 

important as somebody sitting in a doctor’s office trying to decide which 

finger to amputate. That’s how important you are to the body of Christ. 

You matter. Hopefully, during our time today when we see the reality of 

who we are, you to be able to find your place and use your gift.  

Let’s read these two verses in Romans 12, and then we’re going to walk 

through the entire chapter. It took us about ten Sundays to preach this 

during our Roman series, but we’re going to try to do it in one Sunday and 

just hitting some major highlights.  

 

Scripture  

“…so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually 

members one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the 

grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to 

our faith…” 

 

 

Before we get to the verses we just read, let’s do a little background. I 

want to start out with verses 1 and 2. It’s such a great appeal. What Paul 

has done from chapters 1-11 is broken down the gospel and the mercies of 

God, how good God is. I wish we could read the entire thing, but we’re 

going to park now in verses 1-2. “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by 

the mercies of God…” In other words, everything I just told you about who 

God is and what He's done, (you were far off, He's brought you near, you 

were dead in your sin, now you're made alive in Christ, the goodness of 

the gospel that Jesus was your propitiation, He died in your place for your 



sins, now you're free, there is nothing that could separate you from the 

love of God); because of all of these mercies of God, Paul says, “…present 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God which is your 

spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 

by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 

will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” Paul has been laying 

out the mercies of God, the gospel, and goodness of God. He's writing a 

letter to these Christians in Rome, and he wants them to participate in his 

missionary journeys so he just expounds on the mercies of God. Now, in 

chapter 12 on, he's going to give some real practical applications of what 

you should be doing because of what God has done.  

So in verses 1-2, it is all about because of the mercies of God, you should 

be giving yourself as a sacrifice. Notice he talks about being transformed, 

this renewal of your mind. You're not going to be conformed to the world; 

you're going to be transformed. By being transformed, by not following the 

patterns of the world but following Jesus, there will be this renewing that 

comes in your mind and you're going to be able to discern what the perfect 

will of God is. As we start to talk about the Church, because that’s where 

we’re going in this series, we defined it as this gathering, the Ecclesia, all 

these little pebbles coming together to form the Church. We talked about 

the unity of the Church last week from Ephesians 2. There are no divisions, 

but a unity in the Church. Now, in Romans 12, verses 1 and 2, Paul is 

arguing that it starts with you. What is your personal obligation? Well, 

because of the mercy of God, you should present your body as a living 

sacrifice to God. That’s your worship. You, as an individual Christian, are 

wholly surrendered to the Lord. Think about the imagery a living sacrifice 

would have conjured up in the people listening. They’ve seen sacrifices. 

Sacrifices die on the altar, and Paul is saying that in a real sense, you die, 

but you keep living. In other words, you are no longer your own; now, you 

belong to God. You are holy to God.  

What does that lead to? Paul goes from you presenting your bodies to we. 

It goes from being wholly devoted to the Lord to wholly devoted to the 

body of Christ, and that is the Church. Verse 3 says, “For by the grace 

given to me, I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more 



highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 

according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.” He wants you to 

first think rightly about yourself. He wants you to be humble and sober, so 

humbly understand who you are. Notice that this is the Apostle Paul 

talking, ‘for by grace given to me.” Paul is an apostle, and he's not saying 

I'm an apostle because I'm smarter, because I passed exams, because 

somehow I'm better than all of you. He says I'm an apostle because of 

grace and Jesus gave me His grace, that’s why I'm here and that’s why I'm 

in a place of authority. It’s simply by grace. That’s why Paul is where he is. 

Then he shifts to the Church, to the Christians. So, don’t think too much 

about yourself, don’t think too highly about yourself. Don’t think more of 

yourself that who you really are because you have been given grace. You 

have faith assigned to you. In other words, everything you have is from 

God and for God. If there is anything to boast in, your boasting needs to 

be in the Lord.  

So first, we see ourselves rightly, and then we see the Church rightly. After 

we see ourselves correctly, not thinking of ourselves as too exalted 

because everything is a gift from God to be used for God, then we see our 

place rightly in the body of Christ. Paul will tell us that though we are 

many, we are one. Let’s look at that text we read from the beginning. 

Verses 4-6 says, “For as in one body we have many members, and the 

members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one 

body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that 

differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them…” I love Paul. He 

goes to this body imagery. We started out in the Doctor’s office asking you 

which body part would you lose in order to save your life, and that was a 

tough decision because our body was meant to be together. A body is 

meant to be whole. Yes, we have ten fingers and ten toes, two ears, and 

two eyeballs, and those are individual members, but they really do belong 

together. They really are meant to form one body with one purpose and 

one function. In a human body, there is diversity, but there is also unity. 

There are many different parts, but they all work together for a common 

purpose to do what you have them do. When you think about which body 

parts are important, the answer is they're all important. We don’t want to 

lose any of them. Paul is using that when he says just like the body that is 



what the Church is. His argument is ‘though we are many.’ That’s a reality. 

You're a Christian. If you're a Christian, you're part of the body of Christ. 

We are all in a different location right now; we’re at home, or community 

church, or driving somewhere. We’re not the same, we’re different people, 

but we’re many different members of the body of Christ this morning all 

throughout our community, but all of us who are different are one. The 

many are one, and that’s the beauty of the Church. There is diversity, but 

there is unity. We are all one. We share the same thing. In the next verse, 

Paul says because of that, we all have different gifts. He says, “…let us use 

them…” He's arguing that when it comes to the Church, there is only one 

body, though many members. You are an individual member. Think of 

yourself as a finger or a toe, an ear or an eye. You're an individual member 

of this thing called the body of Christ.  

The reality is that because you're a member, you have a gift. He says we 

all have gifts that are different according to grace. Jesus gave us grace, He 

gave us our gift, and so what are we supposed to do? We’re supposed to 

use it, not just talk about it, not just figure it out; we are supposed to use 

our gift for the sake of the body of Christ. That is really what I hope. That’s 

what I want you to get from this message; that’s the big idea. You are part 

of the body of Christ, you have a gift, and your obligation is to use it. I've 

gotten to see this play out so beautifully during this Covid pandemic. 

People have stepped up with various gifts. I think about the very first time 

we came together to do the livestream. It was me, Dad, Matt, and Nick all 

trying to get it going. Nick has a different gift, Dad has a different gift, I 

have a different gift, Matt has a different gift, and we got through a few 

weeks trying to make it all work. Then Jordan Vaughn came on with a 

unique set of gifts because he could do and see things I couldn’t do and 

see. Then, we started to grow beyond our capacity and there were things I 

just didn’t know how to do, so I wanted to enlist others to help out. We got 

Scott Bidwell to come down and help us start setting cameras and audio 

up. Zach Bishop came because he had a different skillset. Courtney and 

Corey came to put some lights and sets together. I see Jeff French, and 

Lily and Paul running the cameras. We have Drew on the computers. 

Different people all came together. Shortly after that, Daniel is running the 

computer because everybody has these different gifts. As you saw during 



worship, Tony is playing the piano. I could never play the piano, but Tony 

has the gift to play, so he's coming together for the sake of the body of 

Christ. It is not just here, we had people delivering donuts because they 

had a heart to serve, people showing up every Wednesday to serve pizza 

to our local community. We have people going door to door in our 

community sharing the gospel and asking how people are. We have a 

whole team caring for our widows and widowers. We have our deacons 

caring for the needs of the body. We have a financial team meeting with 

people to go over their finances to make sure everybody’s needs are being 

met. These are just a few of the various members that are all pulling 

together. This has been a strange season. We are in a strange time, but so 

many people came together to pull off what we’re doing right now so that 

you in your home are able to see. Yes, it’s messy, yes, we’re having issues, 

but we are able to communicate the Word of God because there are many 

members here. You can only see me, but there are many members here all 

using their gifts to be leveraged for the sake of the Kingdom and the 

gospel going to the nations.  

The body of Christ is a beautiful thing. We all have different gifts. The 

question is are we using the gift that God has given us? I love what Peter 

says in 1 Peter 4:10, “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 

another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” I love that! Every 

Christian has a gift, so what do we do? We use it to become famous? We 

use it to make our name great? No, you use it to serve one another as 

good servants so that God’s grace, the variance of His grace, can be 

manifested. We, together using our gifts, show how good God is. That’s 

the reality. We've all got a gift and we are all supposed to use that gift.  

Paul is going to outline a few of the gifts. He outlines seven of them. This 

is not an exhausted list. I think what Paul is trying to do here in Romans 12 

is not trying to explain what these gifts are; he is trying to connect the 

dots. If you have a gift, you're supposed to use it. He's not trying to tell us 

here is an explanation of all these gifts; he says the gifts demand action. If 

you have this gift, you better be doing this. If you have that gift, you 

better be doing that. It says beginning in verse 6, “Having gifts that differ 

according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in 



proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in 

his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who 

contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does 

acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.” Paul doesn’t explain what these gift all 

are. He doesn’t say let's talk about the gift of prophecy, let’s explain what it 

is, how it functions; no, he just says if you have the gift of prophecy, then 

you better be prophesying according to faith. Now, this gift was alive and 

well during Paul’s day because the close of the cannon hadn’t happened 

yet, so the people that were speaking were getting direct revelation from 

God. Paul said if you're a prophet, you better be quiet when God stops 

talking to you. You better only reveal what God has revealed to you. So, as 

a prophet, be a prophet that is governed by the faith.  

Paul moves on and says that if you are a person with the gift of service 

don’t prophesy. If you have the gift of service, you are supposed to serve. 

If you have the gift of teaching, you better be teaching. If you have the 

gift of exhortation, you better be exhorting people. If you have the gift of 

generosity, you better be generous and contributing to the needs. If you 

have the gift of leadership, you better be leading with zeal. If you have the 

gift of mercy, you better do it with cheerfulness.  

What is Paul trying to say when he lists these seven gifts? It’s not 

exhaustive; there are other lists of gifts. I'm thinking of 1 Corinthians 12, 

Ephesians 4, and other places in Scripture that list out various gifts, but 

here, Paul is trying to say that all of us have a gift. Here's the reality…you 

better be using your gift. He wants you to be devoted to the gift you have 

so that you actually do it, and you use it because the body desperately 

needs your gift. We don’t all have all the gifts. We’re not all supposed to do 

everything, but we all have something to do. We all have a gift, and that 

gift is supposed to be used for the body of Christ. I love what Bruce Bugby 

says, “You are a minister, therefore, you have a ministry.” In his book is 

What You Do Best in the Body of Christ, he argues that in the Bible we are 

all ministers. If you think about Ephesians 4, the pastors are to equip the 

saints to do the work of ministry, so all of us are ministers. Because of 

that, we all have a ministry.  



If you're a Christian, then you're part of the community of faith. You're a 

priest! You have a ministry, so, are you doing that ministry? Have you 

found that gift that God has given you, and are you using it to serve the 

Church and the world? You might not be sure. You might not really know 

what your gift is or how to use it. So, how do you find your gift? I will just 

tell you how I found my gift. I found my gift by saying yes to opportunities 

that came my way. If you have no idea what your gift is in the body of 

Christ, I would say to you to start saying yes to opportunities around you. 

When there's a serving opportunity, say yes to it and start serving. If 

you're terrible at it, you don’t like it, or you're not good at it, that is 

probably not your spiritual gift. For me, I got asked to teach a Sunday 

school class, and at first, I said no way because I didn’t think I could teach 

and I didn’t want to teach. But persistently, Trad kept asking me, so I 

finally said yes. Then I taught and thought I was sort of good at it. I loved 

it! It was my passion, and all of it culminated together where I found my 

gift by saying yes to an opportunity. Maybe for you, you want to say yes to 

an opportunity. When you see needs come up, say yes, and be part of 

something. Start serving in some way. When you see a hole in the body of 

Christ, you should fill that hole and see if perhaps that a spiritual giftedness 

of the Lord that you can then use.  

That author I mentioned, Bugby, has that great book, What You Do Best in 

the Body of Christ. That’s a good book to read through. He gives a servant 

profile. I love what he does with it. There are basically three components 

to it and I’ll give you the short version.  

1. Your Gift 

2. Your Personality Style 

3. Your Passion 

You first try to discover your gift. For me, it would be teaching and leading. 

Then, you discover your personality style. It asks whether you are a people 

person, or if are you more task oriented. Depending on what your gift is, it 

might be people or tasks. Maybe your gift is missions. Your love mission 

work, and we need missionaries to go tell people about Jesus, but we also 

need people in the mission organization of the IMB who are accountants so 

that missionaries can have money overseas. See, it takes all of it. It takes 



tasks and people, so someone with a gift of a certain thing takes different 

styles and personalities to figure out how to use that to couple it with your 

passion. What is your burden? What do you get excited about? What do 

you want to see change? What do you want to see happen? So, you find 

your gift taking opportunities to say yes, something that you seem good at, 

it seems like the Lord is using that and empowering that. Then you find 

your personality type and figure out how you can take this gift and use it in 

the way God has created you to solve something that you care deeply 

about, your passion, or your burden.  

Now, I just want to give a little bit of a warning. Your burden, your 

passion, your gift, and your personality type are not the same as everyone 

else’s. So often, I see that we get so passionate about our gifting that we 

expect everyone else to care deeply about our gifting. That’s not the case. 

We all have different gifts, and we all are to use them in a different way. If 

you have a passion, don’t expect every other person in the body of Christ 

to share your same enthusiasm and to make that priority of all priorities. 

They might have a different gift, they’re using it in a different way, and it’s 

something you don’t even care about. This is because we’re a body, and 

the eye doesn’t really care what the toes are doing. The eye just wants the 

toes to keep walking in your human body. It’s the same way in the body of 

Christ. You might not know what the toes are doing, but your eye wants 

the toes to move because the eye has a place it wants to go. It is the same 

with the feet. The feet don’t really care what the eyes are seeing, but they 

want to know they're going in the right direction. We all do our part in 

humility; that’s what Paul is trying to argue. Have humility! All this is given 

by grace. You have a grace gift, but it doesn’t make you better than the 

person beside you; it makes you different. Through diversity and unity, we 

all want to use our gifts differently so that the body of Christ can be 

leverage for the mission of Christ.  

I’ll use one more quote from Bugby, “Can ducks run?” The answer is yes, 

of course, ducks can run, but it’s definitely not what they do best. What 

ducks do best is swim and fly. Ducks can't run very well. The truth is we 

can all, in some ways, do everything, but what we want you to find is what 

you do best, what you're gifted at, and lean into that. We want you to find 



your way to swim, your way to fly, and your way to use how God has 

created you and gifted you to have the most impact. Because everyone 

else is running, you might need to swim. Because everyone else is flying, 

you might need to run. So find your unique place and use that for the body 

of Christ.  

As we get to this middle section, the big question is this; have you found 

your place, and are you using your gift? Paul’s argument is we are all 

individuals, but we’re actually part of one thing and that is the body of 

Christ; therefore, though we are individual, we are one. We are one 

together, so what does that mean for us? As individual Christians, here is 

my responsibility within the body of Christ. We have the responsibility to 

find our place, to find what we do, to discover our gift. Then, when we 

discover our gift, we are to actually use it, not for ourselves, but for the 

sake of the body of Christ and others. That’s what we do when it comes to 

‘we.’ You find your gift and you use it so that you can help the mission of 

the Church to accomplish the great commission that Jesus has given us. 

So, have you found your place? Are you using your gift?  

What Paul does in the rest of the chapter is sort of just bullet points. As the 

Church, here's what you should be doing. As a person who is holy to the 

Lord, you're on the altar, you’ve sacrificed, you're a living sacrifice now, 

you understand that you're part of the body of Christ, the many are one, 

you’ve found your gift, now you're serving, what does that look like, 

practically? What is the attitude you should have? What are the actions 

that you should have now that you are part of this thing? Paul just rapid 

fires these statements, the things for us to do. Let’s just read them and 

briefly comment on them, but I really want the Word of God to just hit you 

and show you what you are supposed to be doing as a Church member, a 

part of the body of Christ. He goes from you, your sacrifice, to we. The 

first part about we is to find your place and use your gift. Now, the second 

part of we is how you interact with the body of Christ. In the last few 

verses, Paul is actually going to deal with them. How do we interact with 

the world? How do we interact as the Church with those who are outside of 

the faith? Verses 9-16 are talking about we. We’re talking about the 

insiders. We’re talking about how we relate to one another. A good thing to 



do this week is to look up the ‘one another’ verses. There is a bunch of 

them. We are actually supposed to be one anothering one another. We’re 

supposed to be this community, this family, so it would be a good exercise 

this week to look up these verses and ask yourself if you're doing these 

one anothers to people in the body of Christ.  

Let’s look at verse 9, “Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to 

what is good.” He starts with love. Let it be genuine. Some translations say 

“Let it be non-hypocritical.” In other words, let it not be two-faced. Don’t 

wear a mask when it comes to love, actually love people. The truth is it is 

really easy for fake love. You can smile when you get around other 

Christians, you can pat them on the back, say nice things, and you can 

turn around and get inside of your circle gossiping, or badmouthing them. 

That would be hypocritical love. It’s not genuine love. Notice what Paul 

says right after love, “Abhor what is evil.” That’s almost hard to hear 

because we've been taught that love can't have anything to do with hate. 

Hate is actually the opposite of love. But Paul, right after he says let love 

be genuine, says abhor (some translations say hate) what is evil. So Paul, 

how can we love and also hate? We've been taught that hate is the enemy 

of love, and Paul says hate can actually be the good friend of love. If 

you're going to love well, then you also have to hate well. That’s how it 

works in the scriptures. For example, if you love God, you can't love sin. 

Those are opposite of one another. If you love life, you can't also love 

murder. Those two things are exclusive. You’ve got to love the one and 

hate the other. We have to be Christians that have enough sense and mind 

to look into our culture and ask what the things are that we need to love, 

and what the things are that we cannot give love to.  

Paul says to abhor what is evil and hold fast to what is good. Sam Storms, 

in his commentary, says, “Love must be discriminating and discerning.” 

That’s kind of hard to hear because we've been taught that all 

discrimination is a form of hate. Sam Storms is saying if you want to love 

well, you have to discriminate. You have to discriminate between good and 

evil, and that is what Paul is trying to get us to do. He is saying there are 

actually good things in the world and there are bad things in the world, 

and you need to abhor those bad things, those things that are against 



Scripture, against the will of God, against the character of God. We have to 

abhor and hate those things and hold fast to what is good. ‘Hold fast’ 

literally means to glue ourselves to what is good. As Christians, if we’re 

going to love well, we have to love the right things. We must evaluate our 

love through the lens of Scripture. If you love something that Scripture is 

against, then you have to go to work in your heart and repent of that, 

because we must love the things that God loves. We have to be 

discriminating when it comes to sin and righteousness. We hold fast to 

what is good and we turn from what is evil. Let love be genuine, let it not 

be hypocritical. Then, what does love do? It glues itself to good and it flees 

from what is evil.  

In verse 10, Paul is talking about this brotherly love. I love what he says, 

“Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing 

honor.” I love what Leon Morris says in his commentary. He says, “When it 

comes to this brotherly love, only the writers of the New Testament use 

this word during that time to talk about people who weren’t actually 

family.” In other words, phileo, which is Philadelphia, wasn’t a term used to 

talk about people who liked each other. It was only used in a family sense, 

but the New Testament writers take this to put it in a Church sense. What 

are they saying? The Church is actually family. The Church should have a 

love towards one another that is like family. We love with brotherly 

affection. I love that next line, “Outdo one another in showing honor.” I 

don't know about you, but I have a very competitive family. When you get 

the Cunningham’s around any games that is put out there, whether cards, 

volleyball, or just anything, it always becomes a competition. Picking up 

the playroom can turn into a competition. Everything becomes how we can 

outdo, how can we win whatever we’re doing. Your family may be the 

same way because something about being in a family causes us to 

compete with one another. I think Paul is playing off that a little bit. He 

says here is what I want you to do as a family, outdo one another, 

compete, beat one another at showing honor. Imagine if, as the bride of 

Christ, we were in one competition, and the competition was who can win 

at showing the most honor to those around them. That word, honor, 

means to prize something, value something, to show something’s worth. 

Imagine if we all try to outdo each other in showing how worthy and how 



great the other person around us is. What would that do for the body of 

Christ if our competition were about showing the other person how 

valuable they are to us? That would be a beautiful picture. That’s what 

Paul is commanding us to do, outdo one another in showing honor. 

Verse 11 says, “Do not be slothful is zeal, but firm in spirit, serve the Lord.” 

When I think about that word, slothful, I can't help but think about when I 

was a kid and went to Brazil with my Dad on a mission trip. We got back to 

the boat getting ready to go back to the States, and they had the tourist 

trap where you got to hold the Anaconda, buy a stuffed piranha, and see 

the bones of things. One of the coolest things there was a three toed sloth. 

The actually let you hold the thing. I remember being a kid and holding 

this three toed sloth, and it was the strangest animal. Talk about being 

slothful, this thing moved so slowly. I remember thinking it was so strange 

because it’s movements were so slow. That’s one way that an animal is 

created and a sloth can bring glory to God because that’s how it God made 

it. A Christian, on the other hand, should not be that way. A Christian 

should be excited and have zeal for the things of the Lord. In our serving, 

we shouldn’t be slothful; we should be excited. We should be going above 

and beyond because we serve a Kingdom and a God that is going to last 

forever. If anybody is working hard on what they're working on, it should 

be us. It should be the body of Christ, so don’t be slothful; instead, have 

zeal, have fervent spirit because you want to serve the Lord. 

Verse 12 says, “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in 

prayer.” I think this goes to trust. How do we trust God? Here we are in a 

pandemic, and some of us are in quarantine right now because we tested 

positive for Covid. Some of us are still trying to get back to work or our 

businesses. We are trying to figure out how to reunite as a Church, and 

this has been a tribulation. So, what is Paul’s word? He says be patient. 

Right now, we’re in a lot of turmoil in our country over racial tension. Paul 

is saying be patient and during these moments of tribulation, rejoice. How 

can we rejoice? Rejoice in hope, because there is a God reigning in Heaven 

and there is a Kingdom to come that is filled with beauty, love, and justice. 

So, we trust God right now. We’re patient and we don’t just sit around; we 

are constant in prayer. We, of all people, should be prayer warriors. When 



we’re in our homes, maybe in isolation, maybe we’re afraid, maybe we’re 

worried, what should we do? We should be praying because that relies on 

trust. Hope and prayer during tribulation reveal a heart that trusts God. 

We, as the Church, should be those people who trust God.  

Verse 13 says, “Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show 

hospitality.” It’s a command to give. As people, we own things, we have 

things, but as the Church, we have an obligation to give to those who have 

needs. When we hear a need or see a need, we meet a need. This idea of 

showing hospitality in the early Church was very important because 

Christians were traveling from city to city to get the gospel to all nations 

and all people, but they couldn’t afford a Hyatt place. They couldn’t afford 

a motel. They weren’t available everywhere, so they would have to stay in 

homes with people, Christians being hospitable sharing life with them. Even 

in our culture, we should be those who allow people to come into our 

homes and around our tables. Our home should be a place about 

hospitality, a place where we show that our things are not just ours, they 

belong to the Kingdom, and we want to use them for the sake of others.  

In verse 14, a very hard verse, says, “Bless those who persecute you; bless 

and do not curse them.” Think about that for a minute. Think about work; 

let’s just take this to the workplace. When you get cursed, what are you 

supposed to do? You're supposed to bless. How can we do this? We have a 

model. I mean, Jesus lived this out. This is where Paul is getting this from. 

See, our natural default is if we’re cursed, we curse back. What they did to 

me, I should do to them, but Paul says no. When you get cursed, when 

you're persecuted, when something bad happens to you, you should 

actually bless. You should be someone who is working for good.  

Verse 15 says, “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who 

weep.” Again, we’re talking about the insiders here. What is Paul telling us 

to do? He's saying to enter into the joy and pain of others. As the body of 

Christ, when somebody is rejoicing, we should rejoice, and when 

somebody is weeping, we should weep. Why? It is because the many are 

one. We should feel one another’s pain and celebrations. The problem is 

the default is really the opposite. The default is to be jealous when people 

are rejoicing because we want to rejoice, not them. The default is to be 



thankful when others are weeping because it is not us. I'm glad it’s not me 

who is in that circumstance. Paul says the opposite is true. You should 

rejoice with someone who is rejoicing. When someone is weeping, we 

should weep with them. Have empathy towards the body of Christ because 

the many are one. You should feel the pain and the celebration of your 

siblings in Christ. We share this with one another. 

This brings us to verse 16, “Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 

haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight.” 

Now Paul goes to humility. It’s amazing. He started with humility. He told 

us I've received a gift, you’ve received a gift, don’t think highly of yourself, 

think with sober judgment, and now, towards the end of his words to the 

Church, the faith community, he goes on again about humility. Live in 

harmony with one another. How do we do that? It’s by not being haughty, 

instead, associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own eyes. Here's 

the deal. Pride stands in the way of unity, but humility bridges the gap 

between you and others. In pride, you want your way. In pride, you want 

to win. In humility, you count others as more significant than yourselves. 

You serve and it builds the unity of the Church. Humility says I'm not 

better than you. Instead, we’re actually one. I'm with you, I'm for you, and 

I want to do my part so that we can be the body of Christ God has called 

us to.  

What we've seen so far in Romans 12 is this idea that we are supposed to 

be wholly devoted to God as persons. Present your bodies as a living 

sacrifice. Then Paul goes to we. What are we supposed to be doing? 

Acknowledge your part of the body of Christ, so you're supposed to find 

your place, use your gift, and as you use your gift, here are all the things 

that we’re supposed to be doing amongst the body of Christ: loving each 

other, sacrificing for one another, and seeing others as more important 

than yourselves.  

Now, Paul is going to end the chapter by giving some commands to the 

Church, to the people of faith, about how they are to deal with those 

outside the faith. We’re moving from we, now, to them. We've done you, 

we, and now them. How do we interact with those people outside the faith 

who don’t know Jesus? Verses 17-18 say, “Repay no one evil for evil, but 



give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far 

as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.” Think about if we, as the 

Church, lived that out. The default is to repay evil with evil. When we see 

evil, we do evil. When we see evil people, we do evil things to them 

because we want revenge. We want to take control. Paul is saying no, 

instead, do the opposite. Repay evil with honor. Figure out how you can be 

a person of peace, a person that brings honor and dignity to some of the 

yelling and screaming that is happening around you. When you see evil, 

how can you not enter into evil, but how can you actually cling to what is 

good? Instead of repaying evil with evil, repay evil with honor.  

Verse 19 says, “Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath 

of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 

Paul is saying don’t avenge yourself. Why does he have to say that? It is 

because in our flesh, we want to avenge ourselves. When we’re wronged 

or sinned against, we want payment. We want somebody to pay for the 

wrong they’ve done against us. But forgiveness and grace releases those 

who sin against us. It releases them from their payment. When you forgive 

a friend or a loved one, you’re saying you don’t have to pay me because I 

have forgiven you. As Christians, how can we say that? It is because we 

believe God is the one who takes care of paybacks. God says in His Word, 

and Paul is quoting Deuteronomy, vengeance is mine. You just do good. 

You return evil with honor and good, and let me deal with retribution. Let 

me deal with vengeance. You trust me enough to run the cosmos. You be 

a person who is about peace, forgiveness, grace, and mercy. That is what 

you are called to do.  

You might say that’s kind of hard, but Paul actually ratchets it up. Jesus 

does the same thing. Verse 20 says, “To the contrary, “if your enemy is 

hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so 

doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Hold on, Paul! You’ve just 

gotten crazy! You're telling me that when I'm sinned against, when I'm 

persecuted, when somebody is doing wrong to me, I not only don’t seek 

vengeance, but I actually feed, care, and love the person who is wronging 

me? This doesn’t seem right, to which Paul would say ‘welcome to the 

Kingdom of Christ,’ the Kingdom of Christ where we have a Messiah who 



was beaten and hung on a wooden stake called a cross. He looked at those 

who did that and said, “Forgive them, Father, they know not what they 

do.” We live in the midst of a story where we find guys like Joseph who 

was sold from his brothers into slavery. They did horrific things. They 

sought to kill him, and when the tables turned and Joseph had power and 

might, when he could have gotten his revenge, he could have executed 

them, he forgave them. He released them. He said, “What you meant for 

evil, God meant for good.” See, we are the people who don’t have to have 

might and control. We are the people who can actually give forgiveness, 

grace, and mercy. I just want to remind you that Paul is writing to 

Christians in Rome. Rome had power, Rome had might, and he is telling 

the Church that you don’t retaliate. We fight with different weapons, and 

I’ll remind you, Rome has fallen and the Kingdom of Christ and the Church 

is still marching on, not with might and power, but with a cross and an 

empty tomb. That’s how we deal with the outside world. We seek love, 

grace, and mercy.  

Paul ends with this verse that will conclude chapter 12, “Do not be 

overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” What a beautiful verse! 

Don’t be overcome by evil. When we think about our culture and the world, 

it seems like there is so much evil all around us. What do we do? We don’t 

be overcome by evil, but we overcome evil with good. Reverend Martin 

Luther King during the Jim Crow days overcame evil with good. He did it in 

a gospel way so people could see love and cause a movement to 

overthrow what then was clearly sin in our nation. What do we do when 

we see evil around us? We overcome evil with good. As the Church, we 

fight with different weapons. What do we do? We don’t retaliate, we don’t 

strike back; we turn our cheek as Jesus said. We are those who love and 

show grace and mercy. They were in Roman culture that was filled with 

evil. Jesus says when you are crouched in with evil; when you see all the 

paganism all around you, don’t be overcome by it. Instead, let your 

goodness, your gospel, your love, and the cross and the empty tomb say 

the final word. You do gospel good in whatever culture you find yourself in 

because at the end of the day that will win the day.  



Let’s review. The first two verses are about you. You present your bodies. 

Then we saw the next series of verses were all about we. We, though 

individuals, though many, we’re one. Because we’re one, we’re supposed 

to find our gift and use it for the sake of one another. Then, we live in 

harmony with one another because we want to outdo one another in 

showing honor. After that, we move to them. When it comes to them, we 

find ways to love in ways the world can't explain, but the world will see the 

goodness of our gospel, and the goodness of Jesus Christ risen from the 

dead.  

So, have you made up your mind yet? Have you decided which body part 

you're willing to give up to go on living? Was it finger, toe, or ear? I've 

been thinking about this for about a week now, and I've decided none! I 

don’t want to give up any of my body parts. I'm looking for a different cure 

because every one of my body parts I actually love, want, and need. I 

think they serve a really good purpose, and that’s the point. Christian, if 

you are in Christ, you are part of a body. You matter. You're significant. 

You have a gift. What we need you to do is use your gift to serve the 

Church and to serve the world because the truth is we need you. Also, you 

need us because the reality is the Church is a body, one body in Christ. 

The Church has work to do, so we all as individual members of one body 

need to find our place, we need to use our gift, and we all need to get to 

work.  

 

 


