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I've told you many, many time that I'm a late night person. That doesn’t 

mean I sleep in, in the morning. I go to bed late, but I get up early. My 

prime time is at night. I love when everybody goes to sleep and I get in my 

spot and begin to study. I've always been a person who doesn’t like to 

study in silence. I like some noise around me, so I turn the TV on, not to 

watch, but to have some noise while I'm fellowshipping with God and 

studying. I know that’s weird, but that’s the way I have always been. I’ll 

never forget this as long as I live. It was several years ago, we had moved 

into our house on Redbud Rd, so it was in the mid 90’s. I was in my 

bedroom studying my Bible, and all of a sudden, I look up when something 

captures my attention on TV. I had it on TNT, which was playing an edited 

movie for TV. I quit studying my Bible and I get so into this movie. It was a 

movie that starred Goldie Hawn and Kurt Russell called Overboard. I 

haven’t seen the real version of this so I don’t recommend you go out and 

watch it. Goldie Hawn plays the part of a rich, young, spoiled brat. She's on 



his luxurious yacht. It’s obvious that she has never done a thing in her life, 

never lifted a hand to anything. She's always had people serving her, and 

she doesn’t even know what dust is. She lives in an unreal, luxurious 

environment.  They pull it into port for some repairs, and she decides that 

while the boat is being repaired she will remodel her closets for her shoes. 

They call for a local carpenter played by Kurt Russell. His character is the 

total opposite of hers. He's a single dad with a bunch of kids. He's dirt poor 

and eking out a living by being a carpenter. He comes onto the boat and 

remodels her closet for her shoes. When he finishes the job, he didn’t use 

the type she wanted and she is not satisfied, so an argument breaks out 

she will not pay him, and she throws his tools overboard. He goes to the 

side of the boat to save the tools and she pushes him overboard. So there 

is Kurt Russell in the harbor with his tools, the boat pulls out into the sea 

and he knows he will never see her again. Later that night, she goes up on 

top deck to retrieve her engagement ring and a wave hits the boat, and 

she falls overboard and washes ashore. She is taken to a local hospital and 

they discover that she is suffering from amnesia. She is driving the hospital 

staff crazy. They put her picture on TV so someone can come and claim 

her. The scene pans to Kurt Russell in a bowling alley when he sees her 

picture on TV, the lady he thought he would never see again, the lady who 

threw his tools overboard and refused to pay him for the work he had 

done. He gets this idea, heads to the hospital, and pretends he is her 

husband. He runs to give her a big hug, she backs up like she's never seen 

him before, long story short, he convinces them he's her husband and he 

takes her home. He’s got this plot in his mind. So Kurt Russell is in this 

beat up pickup truck driving away with his coon dog in the passenger seat 

and her in the back bed of the truck. He takes her to his home and says, 

“Honey, you're home!” You should have seen the look on her face. The 

scene pans to his home, and if I can be honest, it was so bad you wouldn’t 

let your pigs live in that trash! Through the rest of this movie, Kurt 

convinces her she is his wife. This lady, who worked a day in her life, never 

done a thing for herself, never served anyone, even been around dust 

before becomes a household slave to Kurt. Why? Because she can't 

remember who she is. She's suffering from amnesia. Several times during 

the movie, you get this picture of Goldie’s real character and you see her 



start to do things that she knows isn’t really her. It just doesn’t seem right. 

Every time she starts to make a break through, Kurt breaks in and gives 

her another, another proof that she is really his wife and this is her life. 

How did Kurt Russell make a household slave out of Goldie Hawn in that 

movie? It was because she could not remember who she was.  

When that movie went off and I went back to studying the Bible, before 

the spirit of God would let me rest on the passage I was studying, it was as 

if He arrested me and said, “Do you get it? Just as in that movie, Kurt 

made a household slave out of Goldie, literally, because she couldn’t 

remember who she was. She suffered from amnesia. That’s what Satan is 

doing to so many of My children.” Because they do not remember who 

they are, because they suffer from what I call spiritual amnesia, Satan 

comes into many of our lives and literally tries to make a slave to sin out of 

us even though Jesus Christ died to set us free.  

As we transition from our salvation series to the church, Kory and I felt it 

was so important for us to talk about our identity because this has been 

one the biggest foundational stones in the teaching of Hardin Baptist 

Church, which is for us to know who we are. I know for many of you, 

you’ve heard this many, many times so it’s just going to be a reminder. For 

some of you, you will hear something that will change your life. It will truly 

let you live up to your full identity in Jesus Christ. Let’s turn to Colossians 

and read the first couple of verses, and then a few verses in chapter 3. In 

this sermon, Remember Who You Are, you will realize you are either a 

saint or a sinner. I pray you realize you're a saint, not a sinner.  

Scripture  

“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy 

our brother, To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at 

Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father.” 

 “If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that 

are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. (Make 

a special note of that.) Set your minds on things that are above, not 

on things that are on earth. For you (saints) have died, and your 

life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life 



appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.” (Here is some 

practical application because Paul has just revealed our identity, where we 

are to set our mind, and what we are to think on. Paul comes back to give 

us some practical application in the next verse.) “Put to death therefore 

what is earthly in you…”  

Paul then begins to name all of these earthly things we are supposed to 

put off. Then, he reminds us we have put off the old man and put on the 

new man and tells us all the things we should put on as God’s chosen. This 

will be our text this morning. Now, we’re not going to do what we normally 

do, which is walk through verse by verse. I want to use this text to preach 

a sermon from what I believe is the entirety of the New Testament about 

our identity in Christ. I pray when this message is over and the Holy Spirit 

of God has used it for His honor and glory that we know how to prevent 

spiritual amnesia from happening in our lives.  

Preventing Spiritual Amnesia 

How do you prevent spiritual amnesia? I'm going to give you three 

principles to help us prevent spiritual amnesia.  

1. Where I live determines who I am. 

2. Who I am determines where I'm going. 

3. Where I'm going determines what I wear. 

 

➢ Where do I live? 

If we were to study the entirety of our New Testament, we would see 

many times a phrase that talks about where believers in Christ live, and 

that phrase is ‘we live in Christ.’ When we turn to Romans and 1 

Corinthians 15, we see there is another place we used to live before we 

moved into Christ, and that is ‘we lived in Adam.’ So, the first thing we've 

got to ask ourselves is where do I live? You only have two choices. You 

either live in Adam, or in Christ. I hope you know where you spiritually live. 

I hope you know if you're in Adam, or if you're in Christ. If you live in 

Adam, you're a sinner. I didn’t mean to put you down; I just told you the 

truth. If you live in Adam, you're a sinner. If you don’t live in Adam, the 



only other place you can live is in Christ. If you live in Christ, the Bible 

teaches you are a saint. You either live in Adam, or you live in Christ, so if 

where I live determines who I am, then if I live in Adam I'm a sinner, and 

if I live in Christ I'm a saint. I want you to understand that you get in Adam 

by virtue of a physical birth. You get in Christ by virtue of a spiritual birth.  

Stick with me. You know if you're in Adam if you have been born physically 

and you have not experienced being born again. You have never repented 

of your sin and put your faith and trust in Jesus Christ. The Spirit of God 

and the Word of God have not converged on you and birthed you to new 

life in Christ. You have a physical birth only, and the moment you were 

born, you were born in Adam. Being born in Adam constituted you as a 

sinner. Please understand that you didn’t become a sinner because you 

sinned; you sinned because you're a sinner. You know this about yourself if 

you’ve never repented of your sin and put your faith and trust in Jesus, if I 

can say this about you, you're just a sin waiting to happen. Your identity is 

determined by your birth, and birth determines your identity, not your 

behavior. It’s not behavior that determines identity; it’s identity that 

determines behavior. You don’t become a sinner because you sin, any 

more than you become righteous because you commit an act of 

righteousness. It’s your birth. Romans chapter 5 is clear. All of us got into 

the mess we’re in, this mess called sin, because of Adam. Adam’s one 

disobedience constituted all of us sinners and separated us from God. If we 

have a physical birth only, we’re a sinner because it’s our nature to sin. It 

is our nature to sin, because as a sinner we are dead to God but alive to 

sin. We have a body that has an unredeemed flesh. There is a power of sin 

in our flesh, and that sin wants us to do what we want to do. Sin wants us 

to make ourselves king of our own lives and do what we want, to be self-

centered. That’s the epitome of being separated from God. Therefore, our 

lifestyle, our walk, is according to our unredeemed flesh.  

But catch this. The moment the Spirit of God comes upon you and you 

hear the Word of God, the gospel of your salvation, and you repent and 

believe the good news of Jesus Christ, the Bible teaches you are born 

again, born from above. Romans chapter 6 clearly teaches that when 

you're born from above, the old man that we were dies and you become a 



brand new man. In other words, the person who was alive to sin and dead 

to God, had a nature to sin, walked according to their unredeemed flesh, 

changed the moment we got saved, when we identified that through 

believer’s baptism. The old man is dead and we become a new man in 

Christ. According to the Bible, the new man that we are in Christ is called a 

saint. Saints have a nature to obey God. Why? It is because saints are alive 

to God and dead to sin. A sinner is alive to sin and dead to God, but a saint 

has the totally opposite nature. If you're a saint, you are now alive to God 

and dead to sin. Now, sin is not dead in you, any more than God was dead 

in the life of an unbeliever. Sin is still alive in you as a saint, as a believer, 

but now, you are alive to God and have the Holy Spirit of God in you. 

You’ve been given a new nature and that new nature is to obey God 

because you're alive to Him and dead to the power of sin in you. Sin’s 

power has been broken in your life. You don’t walk according to your 

unredeemed flesh, but according to the Spirit of God. You are a saint of 

God.  

If you will read Paul’s letters to the churches, he never called the church 

sinners; he always called them saints. I struggled with this because I grew 

up in a small church I attended with my Granddaddy Bogard, and he had a 

big influence on me spiritually. My mom was the youngest of eight 

children, so my granddad was pretty old when I came along. When I would 

stay with Granddaddy in the summer, every day for about an hour, he 

would stop doing everything he was doing, go into the living room by 

himself, pull out a giant print Bible, and read the Word of God. This was a 

spiritual man in my life. I’ll never forget whenever there would be a 

testimony at Ledbetter, Granddaddy would be the first one to hit the floor, 

and say, “Now, I know ya’ll know me. You know that I'm just an old sinner 

saved by grace.” My whole life growing up, that is all I ever heard a 

Christian described as, a sinner saved by grace. I think I knew what 

Granddaddy meant. Granddaddy was trying to give all credit for his 

salvation to Jesus and God; he wasn’t trying to take any credit for it. I 

never heard Granddaddy hit the floor of the church and say, “Praise God! 

I'm a saint of God!” as a matter of fact, there was only one saint in our 

church that I knew about and she didn’t come to church. I say that fully 

respectfully, I'm a person of that community. Friday when we were going 



to the cemetery at Ledbetter, we had two of the grandboys with us and we 

started over this little rise, and I said, “Boys, that’s where Saint Evie Colson 

lived.” I told them a story. When I was a kid, my sister, Regina, and I 

would be in the car going to church, and we would see Ms. Evie on the 

front porch, and Dad would say, “Let’s wave to Saint Evie,” and we would 

all wave. We would go to church, and then on the way home, Ms. Evie 

would still be on the front porch. She was old. Dad would say, “Wave bye 

to Saint Evie,” and we would wave bye to Saint Evie. Saint Evie was the 

only saint in our church. Growing up, I had this thought that the only 

reason she's a saint is because she is so old she couldn’t sin if she wanted 

to. That was just my thought!  

See, I grew up thinking that saint had something to do with your behavior, 

and behavior had something to do with your identity. I just grew up 

believing I was a sinner saved by grace. I finally got old enough, and under 

the leadership of God’s Spirit, I began to study God's Word in context. I 

began to see that phrase, sinner saved by grace, never applied to God’s 

children. The word applied to God’s children is saints. Saint doesn’t have 

anything to do with behavior; saint has everything to do with identity. 

Behavior doesn’t determine identity; hear this; identity determines 

behavior. The Bible is trying to say that, yes, as a Christian there was a 

time when we were a sinner, and the only reason we’re saved is because 

we’re saved by God’s grace. But something happened when God saved 

you. He didn’t leave us as we were; He changed us. In that born again 

process where God puts us in Christ, we actually experienced the death, 

burial, and resurrection of Christ so that we die with Christ and we’re 

raised with Christ. There is now a new person that is alive, and this new 

person is a saint to God. This new person that’s alive is not dead to God 

and alive to sin; he's alive to God and dead to sin. This new person does 

not walk according to his unredeemed flesh. This new person walks 

according to the Spirit of God. This person does not have a nature that 

wants to sin and live a lifestyle of sin. This person who is a child of God 

has a nature that now wants to obey God.  

Where I live determines who I am. I live in Christ because I've been born 

again; therefore, I am a saint of God. If I'm going to prevent spiritual 



amnesia, if I'm going to prevent Satan from messing with me and trying to 

get me to go back and live a life of sin, I've got to remember this first 

principle that where I live determines who I am, and I'm in Christ because 

of God’s grace. This is so important, and I know there are people who 

disagree with me. It breaks my heart because I never want to be out on a 

limb by myself, but hear me. If you read Scripture in context, especially 

Galatians chapter 5, that battle that you're feeling isn’t because you're a 

sinner. Some of you are saying, but I still sin; I know you do. The reason 

you sin is because saints can still sin, but saints can't live a lifestyle of sin. 

We can commit acts of sin, occasionally, but not a lifestyle of sin because 

we have a new nature. The battle within us is not between an old nature 

and a new nature; it’s between your unredeemed flesh and the Spirit of 

God.  

On the farm, we used to have two different animals. I was raised in a 

household where one of the farming enterprises we had was livestock, and 

we had hogs (swine for those of you in the city). We loved our hogs, and I 

loved to spend my summers working with Papaw and the hogs. We kept 

our hogs in complete confinement; therefore, they stayed pretty clean. I’ll 

never forget when I took my first barrow to a hog show at MSU. I had him 

all cleaned up, and he looked good! All of a sudden, he found a way to get 

out of the concrete building and got outside. When he went outside, he 

was looking for dirt. Because the show was in the wintertime, he found 

some mud. My clean pig wallowed all in that mud. Now, I had him cleaned 

up looking good, and I was expecting to win a ribbon, but now, my hog is 

filthy dirty, and honestly, he was happy as a pig, if I can say that. Pigs love 

to get dirty! Why do pigs love to get dirty? It’s because it’s their nature to 

get dirty. That’s just the nature of a pig. We also had other animals on the 

farm too. We had cats. A cat has a completely different nature than a pig. 

Have you ever seen a cat get dirty? A cat will lick itself to get clean 

because cats don’t like to get dirty. Cats like to stay clean. Why is a cat 

different than a pig? It’s because a cat has a different nature than a pig. A 

pig has a nature to be dirty, but a cat has a nature to be clean. Do you get 

this? Sinners have a nature to sin; saints have a nature to obey. Saints 

have a nature to do right. Now, a cat can get dirty and pig can be cleaned 

up, but it doesn’t change their nature. I want you to think about this. Think 



about God creating an animal that had both the nature of the cat and a 

nature of the pig. Think about that. It would have a nature to get dirty, but 

while it was getting dirty, it would want to be clean. When it would clean 

itself up, it really wouldn’t want to stay clean because it also had a nature 

to get dirty. By the time it would get clean, it would want to be dirty, and 

when it would get dirty, it would want to be clean. That would be a 

miserable animal, do you agree? I like to say if God had made an animal 

like that, that animal would have literally licked himself to death.  

Satan has convinced some of us as believers that we have two natures. We 

have a nature to sin and a nature to do right. Therefore, we want to sin, 

but we don’t really want to sin, we want to do right; then when we really 

want to do right, we want to sin. We've been lied to! God bless my 

granddaddy. My granddaddy understood that salvation was by the grace of 

God, and he didn’t want to take credit for his salvation. When God saved 

my granddaddy and transformed him from a sinner to a saint, my 

granddaddy never realized that. My granddaddy didn’t see the full 

redemption story of God in Christ that God didn’t leave us as we were in 

sin. He took us out of Adam and put us in Christ, and He has done the 

same thing for you. Let me say this again. Saints still sin. But let’s be 

honest…do you enjoy it? If the answer is yes, there's a good chance you're 

not a saint. There's a good chance you're a sinner. If you're a saint, when 

you do sin it breaks your heart. God’s Holy Spirit comes upon you and 

convicts you. You confess that to Him because that’s your nature. Please 

test me in the Word of God. Paul’s favorite terminology for us as believers 

is that we are saints of God. Why are we saints of God? It is because 

where we live determines who we are.  

Who I Am Determines Where I Am Going  

This breaks my heart to tell you this, but it’s the Bible. Sinners, not 

because you sin, but because you're sinners, you're going to Hell. We've 

got a bad theology that teaches that people go to Hell because they do bad 

things. No, there are some moral sinners who do good things, but they're 

still going to Hell. It’s not what you do that determines where you're going 

it’s who you are. Please hear me! If you’ve never repented of sin and put 

your faith in Christ, if you’ve never been born again, if you’ve never 



received this new nature, just know that every day of your life, you are 

literally on the road to Hell. It breaks my heart, but God wants you to know 

that. Why are you a sinner? It’s because you're in Adam. Adam’s sin 

constituted all of us sinners. Please, if you're a sinner, study the word of 

God and hear the good news of what Jesus did for you. The Holy Spirit of 

God is going to take that message and He's going to convict you. As He 

convicts you, please turn from sin and put your faith and trust in Christ. Be 

moved out of the subdivision of Adam into the subdivision of Christ, 

because if you're a saint, you're going to Heaven. My dad is in Heaven, not 

because he was a good guy; he's in Heaven because he was a saint, and 

he didn’t become a saint until he was an old man. Saints go to Heaven 

when they die.  

Now, here is the whole point of this. To prevent spiritual amnesia, we’re 

going to remember that where I live determines who I am and we’re going 

to remember that who I am determines where I'm going. Guess what. I'm 

going to Heaven. I'm not there yet, but right now, I want to live conscious 

of this truth. I'm a saint of God who is going somewhere. I'm not going to 

church. I'm not going to work. I'm not going to a ballgame. I'm not going 

to the lake this afternoon. I'm going to Heaven. We’ve got to remember 

that. We forget that.  

As Christians, many of us never live consciously of where we’re going. My 

dad had no idea, I had no idea that Monday morning before 11:00 my dad 

would be where he was going, and that is to Heaven. I want you to live in 

light of where you're going. You're going to Heaven because you're a saint. 

Now, here is how we’re going to look at life. Here's how we’re going to 

prevent spiritual amnesia. Every moment of our life, we’re going to 

remember we’re going to Heaven because of who we are, and, we’re going 

to stop and worship with the church, stop and do some work, stop and go 

to the lake, and spend some time with our family. But, we’re not going to 

church, work, or a ballgame; we’re going to Heaven. Please tell me you're 

getting this. The Bible says to be absent from the body is to be present 

with the Lord. Paul said for a Christian to live is Christ, but to die is gain. 

Paul talked about having a desire to depart and be with Christ because it 



would be far better. Jesus told a repentant thief on a cross that today you 

will be with Me in paradise. We are going to Heaven.  

I want you to remember something. A few weeks ago, we talked about 

salvation and being in Christ, and how that by God’s grace, He made us 

alive together with Christ, He raised us up with Christ, and He seated us 

with Christ in the heavenlies. The passage we just read in Colossians 3 tells 

us where Christ is, at the right hand throne of God, and our life is hidden 

with God in Him. Please, please let this dawn on you. This is teaching that 

right now Christ is at the right hand throne of God and I am in Christ, so 

this means that spiritually, though I'm standing here physically, I'm in 

Heaven. I'm in Christ, Christ is in Heaven, and I’m at the right hand throne 

of God in Christ right now. I've already been made alive, I've already been 

raised up, I've already been seated with Christ by His grace; I'm in Heaven.  

But you see me standing here preaching to you…I know, because, 

physically, I'm still here. The Bible also teaches that Christ is in me, so 

while Christ is physically at the right hand throne of God, spiritually, He is 

in me right here talking to you. Me in Christ–that is salvation; Christ in me–

that is sanctification. Amen! When I die, I'm just going where I already am, 

in Heaven with Christ. Don’t let Satan rob you of that joy. Don’t ever let 

him tell you again that you are just an old sinner saved by grace. Don’t 

ever let him tell you that you're not worthy of Heaven. You're not worthy of 

Heaven because of what you do, you're worthy of Heaven because of who 

you are, and who you are is a direct result and tribute to the glory of God 

of the salvation we have in His Son Jesus Christ.  

Where I'm Going Determines What I Wear 

We’re going to prevent amnesia at Hardin Baptist Church. We’re going to 

remember that where I live determines who I am, and who I am 

determines where I'm going, and then with the third principle. Where I'm 

going determines what I wear. If you read the rest of Colossians chapter 3, 

Paul is going to switch metaphors here and talk about putting off and 

putting on. It’s the metaphor of changing clothes. Paul wants us to know 

that when Christ appears, we’re already with Him, so therefore, we’re 

going to appear with Him, and he knows that makes a difference down 



here. If we grab hold of this principle and really life it out, really believe 

that where I live determines who I am, who I am determines where I'm 

going, then here is what will happen; we will change our clothes. Let me 

ask you this. If you knew today you were going to arrive at your 

destination, Heaven, would it changed the way you lived today? Of course 

it would! But we don’t live that way, because many of us think we’re not 

going to Heaven today. But we need to. What I'm saying to you is if we 

really believed we were going to Heaven, we would dress like it; we would 

act like it. The Bible uses this metaphor of changing clothes to speak about 

a Christian’s behavior. This is a biblical principle and I learned it as a young 

man dating my wife, Celisa, a long, long time ago. She lived on the other 

side of the county, and every time I asked her out for a date, she would 

ask where we were going. That caused me to want to speed up the 

process because I didn’t like having to plan all the dates. Once we started 

going steady, I thought I wouldn’t have to tell her where we were going, 

but up until the time we got married, even now, she still asks me where we 

are going when we go out. I was a slow learner, but I figured this thing 

out that when she asked where we were going she was asking because 

where we were going determined what she would wear. If I were going to 

take her out to a fancy place, she would dress up, but if I were going to 

take her to McDonald’s, she didn’t dress up as much. She wanted to know 

if was going to take her to a tractor pull verses to a church revival because 

where we were going would determine what she wear. God used that in 

my life as I began to see Scripture to see that God wants us to understand 

that we are going to Heaven because of who we are in Christ.  

Because we’re going to Heaven, He wants us to dress like it. Have you ever 

run into a believer doing something that makes you believe that believer 

isn’t going to Heaven, but to the other place? That’s a shame. That’s a 

mockery of Christ. There should never be a time when our behavior 

betrays the truth that we’re going to Heaven. Our behavior is how we 

dress for Heaven. It’s our behavior that reveals our identity. Behavior 

doesn’t determine identity, but once you know who you are in Christ, once 

you begin to experience the fullness of the Christian life, you walk under 

the control of God’s Holy Spirit, and you experience this nature that wants 



to obey God, all of a sudden, your behavior is letting people know you are 

going to Heaven.  

Many of you have heard me tell this story many times, but when I first 

came to Hardin, Jack Dunigan owned the granary in Hardin. My dad did 

business with Jack, and I got to farm my whole life with my dad. Even 

after I came to Hardin, the leaders of the church said they didn’t mind if I 

still helped my dad, so I got to help him for years. I was in the granary a 

lot, and at one point Jack put in gasoline and was selling gas, and I would 

stop and buy my gas there. Jack had a man who worked for him named 

Doug. If I came in with my farming clothes on and I was dirty, Doug would 

look at me and say, “Well, I see you're working today.” I would say, 

“Yeah,” and I would tell him what I was doing. But if I came in with my 

church clothes on and I was clean, Doug would look at me and say, “Well, 

I see you're not working today.” I had this thought. Doug thinks when I'm 

dirty, I'm working, and when I'm clean, I'm not working. I began to realize 

that Doug would look at what I wore and he knew that sometimes I was 

Ricky the farmer, and other times I was Ricky the preacher. He could tell 

which one I was by the clothes I wore. That had a profound influence on 

me! Somebody could actually look at me and understand if I was Ricky the 

farmer, or Ricky the preacher. You know it’s been a running joke for years 

if I am Ricky the preaching farmer, or the farming preacher.  

Let me tell you what happened to me. Back in 1994 or 1995, we sold our 

house on Dexter Road to my cousin Tony and his wife Cindy and moved to 

Redbud Road where we were building a house. We had pure bred cattle, 

and Tony and Cindy let us keep the cattle at the old farm until we got 

everything ready at the new farm. But I had this five acre field, divided in 

half, bulls on one side of the fence and heifers on the other side. They 

were getting that age where they like to get together, so I had six strands 

of barbed wire and an electric fence. I still advice that for your boys and 

you girls at home, an electric fence works out really good when they get to 

the age of dating…but that’s another story! In between that fence line, I 

had a waterer. My routine was to go to the old farm, turn the water on to 

fill the water trough, go feed the cows and other things I needed to do, 

then go back and turn the water off before I left. This one morning, I go 



down there, do my thing, I feed, water the calves, I go get in the truck go 

back home, and I just have time to change because I have half to change 

from being Ricky the farmer to Ricky the preacher because I have a funeral 

to go to. I take a shower, put my Momma bought suit on, my black dress 

shoes on, and I'm in the same pickup truck headed to the funeral. I have 

just enough time to get there and be just a little bit early. I pass right by 

the old farm, and cross the first bridge going across the Dexter bottoms 

headed to the funeral, and all of a sudden, a thought hit me…did I turn the 

water off. I couldn’t remember! Now, the reason this is a big deal is 

because it was a shallow well, and if you let it run over thirty minutes, it 

would run the well dry and start pulling sand up in the pump. I've done 

that before, but it’s not my well anymore and I didn’t want to run their well 

dry and ruin their pump. I've got just enough time, so I turn around and 

go back, pull in the driveway, and guess what. I didn’t turn the water off. 

It’s running, water going everywhere. This was a time before cellphones, 

so I couldn’t call anyone, and Tony and Cindy aren’t home. I look at my 

watch and realize I don’t have time to go back home and change clothes. 

When I was there earlier, I had my work clothes on. I didn’t think a thing 

about opening that gate and walking to the waterer and feeding the cows 

because what is in that field looks good on boots and jeans. I love that 

little stain at the bottom of my work jeans; it says I'm a farmer! But I'm 

not a farmer now; I'm Ricky the preacher, and I'm not going to feed and 

water the cows, I'm going to do a funeral. I've got a momma bought suit 

on, and as pastor of Hardin Baptist Church, I just didn’t think it would look 

good at all! I've got to get in that field and get out without getting what's 

in that field on me because I don’t have time to change clothes. I 

remembered who I was. I'm Ricky the preacher. I remembered where I 

was going. I was going to a funeral. I get out of the truck, open the gate, 

with those thoughts in mind I start walking toward that water, pull up my 

pant legs, stand on tiptoe, and begin to carefully pick my way across that 

field dodging piles. I get to the water and I turn it off. And now, I have to 

get back to the gate, so here I went again, picking my way across. I shut 

the gate, and the first thing I did was look down and checked my clothes 

and shoes! Nothing that was in there got on me; nothing! I got in the 

truck, head out to the funeral, and I get back to that bridge when this 



thought hit me. It was as if the Holy Spirit of God said to me, if you will 

remember who you are, My saint, and remember where you're going, 

Heaven, and remember I put a God suit on you, I put My Son on a cross so 

I could clothe you in the righteousness of Him, if you will remember you 

wear a suit of salvation that didn’t cost you a thing, I paid for it, you can 

live in this world and not be of this world.  

We can prevent spiritual amnesia! We do it by remembering where I live 

determines who I am. Remembering who I am determines where I am 

going. Remembering where I am going determines what I wear. Let me 

close with words borrowed from my friend, Mufasa, which he said to his 

son, Simba. Remember who you are. Do you remember that scene at the 

end in Lion King? Simba has been defeated because he's running from his 

past. He's fallen into the wrong crowd; it’s not really who he is. Mufasa’s 

image appears and he reminds Simba, you are more than you have 

become. As I look into your homes and your lives, I am convinced, many of 

us at Hardin are more than we have become. It’s time to become who we 

are in Christ. We do that by remembering who we are. We are a saint of 

God. We are no longer a sinner who was saved; we’re a saint. If you're a 

sinner, it means you're going to Hell. Please think about turning from sin 

right now and putting your faith and trust in Jesus Christ if you never have. 

God didn’t just put Jesus on the cross for me. He put Jesus on the cross for 

you. Under the leadership of God’s Holy Spirit, consider giving Him control 

of your life and be born again. Receive this new nature and let us welcome 

you into the family of God. Let us baptize you to show the community that 

you are now dead to sin and alive to God and the old person that was 

going to Hell is dead. Now there is a brand new person and that person is 

going to Heaven, and you're going to dress like it for the rest of your life. If 

you're a saint, shake off the accuser of the brethren and what he's been 

whispering in your ear. If there is sin, you need to confess, do that right 

now. Make this commitment to not let Satan deceive you, make a slave of 

sin out of you, or trick you into sinning. Remember who you are by 

remembering that where you live determines who you are, who you are 

determines where you're going, and where you're going determines what 

you wear. From this moment on, let’s dress like we’re going to Heaven 

every minute of every day.  


